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ook for those who don’t read books!

John Waterhouse, Dean Lance Shilton with Kerry Medway and his wife Julie at the launch of Kerry’s new book “Bush Preacher Bites

the Dust”.

A book was launched in Sydney,
Thursday, December 8th, which the
author, Kerry Medway quite clearly stated
was meant for those who don't read
books! The book “BUSH PREACHER BITES
THE DUST" is a compilation of true
stories, about events and experiences in
one of Australia’s “frontier” towns,
Coober Pedy. The author, or rather the
preacher, is Kerry Medway who, together
with his wife, served the Bush Church Aid
Society in that area.

“The Australian male is missing out on
the Good News of Jesus Christ,’ said Mr.
Medway. “I noticed a shortage of books,

dealing with the great things of God, in
our book shops and felt | had better do
something about it

“The film ‘CHARIOTS OF FIRE’ was not
made by Christians and yet told the
Christian message so clearly!’

People like a laugh, explained Kerry
Medway. In this book the humour is
there. It is lighthearted and entertaining,
yet bririgs the Gospel of Jesus Christ
through in a way that everyone can
understand.

I wanted to put the Good News of
Jesus Christ into the minds, and hands, of
the working class man. The man who

Photo: Ramon William

would not usually read a book!”

‘The whole aim of the publication is to
provide Christians with a | they
could purchase and pass on to others
said Mr. Medway

The book is published in Australia by
Sydney based company, ALBATROSS
BOOKS. The same book will also be
published in England, by LION
PUBLISHING

John Waterhouse of ALBATROSS
BOOKS, explained that this book was
chosen because it was about an actual
place; about a person and about the
Power behind that person’s ministry

“This book is packaged for the general
market,” said Mr. Waterhouse. “It will be
distributed throughout Australia by four
different distributors, It is a book for
people who do not normally read books
even down to the size of the print used

The book is profusely illustrated with
line drawing by Graham Wade. Many are
humorous and each story has its own
appealing illustration

In launching the book, the Dean of
Sydney, the Very Reverend Lance Shilton
described it as a book that “once you
pick it up you cannot put it down!

He had read an advance copy and
even though interrupted during his
reading of it, found it easy to “pick up
again” where he left off. The stories are

hort, intaresting and to the point

“The book will make a significant
contribution to Australian literature,” said
Dean Shilton. “It should receive a good
response from the average Australian
Kerry has had deep Christian experiences
and this comes across. The book is
written from those experiences and it is
with pleasure | launch this book

The Federal Secretary of the Bush
Church Aid Society, the Reverend Wakely
Wade, praised Kerry Medway for his
ability to have “that common touch” with
the “ordinary Aussie”. His ability to tell
stories, with a humorous touch, will
appeal to all, especially men, claimed Mr
Wade

Priced at only $3.95, the book is priced
so that everyone will be able to afford it
One businessman has already ordered
enough, to give one to each of his staff
for Christmas, which is what this book i
all about

It is a book meant to be given away
especially to those who do not normally
read books!

One of the most interesting features of
the launch was the news that the English
market will receive a large number of
copies to meet the expected high
demand for the book there

The ACR will review the book in our
next issue

English Remarriage proposals under fire

Marriage Solidarity — a group which emerged only recently from its cocoon inside the
General Synod — came out in real earnest this week to take a swinging blow at the

Synod’s current marriage proposals, Option G.

Recently it launched its leaflet, The
Church and Remarriage. And between
seven and eight thousand copies are
waiting to be handed to diocesan
clergymen who will be attending
consultations on Option G this month —
most of them beteen January 10 and 30.

The clergy who go to the specially
convened meetings to discuss the chosen
procedure for marrying some divorced
persons in church will be confronted
with the Group’s view of “What's wrong
with these proposals?” Lack of biblical or
theological criteria, and the fact that the
proposals have never been referred to
diocesan synods, are two of the main
objections.

Canon B30, with its affirmation of the
lifelong nature of marriage, is quoted in
full, together with extracts from the
Marriage Services in the Book of
Common Prayer and the Alternative
Service Book, both of which contain the
vow “till death us do part”.

The five authors of the leaflet, who
were at a press conference in London on
Tuesday, claimed the “clear support”,
given to them in letters of the Bishops of
London, Salisbury and Norwich.

‘Verging on folly’

The five are: Canon David Stevens, a

Peterborough General Synod member;
the Rev. Roger Beckwith, Warden of
Latimer House, Oxford; Mr. Raymond
Johnston, an Oxford General Synod
member; Mr. Robert Edwards, of the
London Diocesean Synod; and Mr.
Gordon Wenham, a lecturer at the
College of St. Paul and St. Mary,
Cheltenham.

“The Church of England, not for the
first time in our view, is on the edge of
making a fool of itself/ said Mr. Edwards,
who chaired the press conference. A
difficulty for many people, he added, was
the disingenuous attempt to show that
the proposals in Option G complied with
what was set out in Canon B 30.
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Splinter movement in Swedish

Church

What may prove to be the first step towards a radical split in the Church of Sweden has
been taken with the recent information of a “free synod” by groups opposed to women

priests.

The leader of the free synod is Bishop
Bertil Gartner, of the Diocese of
Gothenburg, where the Swedish
ombudsman recently found in favour of a
woman priest who had complained of
sex-discrimination in the appointment to
a local congregation.

The free synod is made up of the
twelve ‘decanats” or free deaneries which
have been slowly growing up in the
Church over the past two or three years

An official release from the Church of
Sweden says that the future course of
events will be determined by how true
the free synod members are to their own
statements: the leaders have, for instance,
repeatedly stated that they want to
remain in the Church of Sweden

But the formation of the free synod is
in direct oppositioi to the expressed
wishes of the head of the Church of
Sweden, Archbishop Bertil Werkstrom,
who has made it clear that the Church
fully accepts female ministers and that he
expects all ministers to work with him
and accept them as equals.

He has also said that, if the members of

the decanats want to work for renewal in
the Church and for a faith, they are more
than welcome to do so; and that there is
no need to form a separate organisation
to achieve these objectives

The press-release says that all the
Swedish bishops except Bishop Gartner
support the Archbishop's statement. It
adds: “It seems difficult to understand
how the free synod can remain within the
Church and still be true to its own
declarations.” And Archbishop
Werkstrom has expressed the view that,
through their action in forming the free
synod, the dissidents “have made all
further discussions with them
meaningless.

Meanwhile, the Diocese of Gothenburg
has had to pay 8,000 kronor in damages
to Silva Edvall, a woman priest, for
unfairly discriminating against her and
has had to give her the post which earlier
had been given to a male priest with less
experience and fewer qualifications. It is
thought that this is the first time that the
Church has been found to have broken
the law in this way.

Church Times
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40,000 Holiday-Mak

1
The camper stared in disbelief as a [
group of Indians in full battledress \
charged through the camping area, |
followed by dozens of excited, shouting |
children. ‘Martha, come and look at this’, |
he yelled to his wife. However, it wasn't a |

Western film being made, but a Scripture
Union Family Mission team in action, |
complete with costumes ‘
These Christmas holidays, 58 S.L |
Family Mission teams again operated in |
i

camping areas up and down the N.SW.
coastline, from Brunswick Heads in the
North to Eden in the South, As well, some
teams set up in urban locations such as
Penrith and Marrickville (minus the sand,
of course) and inland locations like

Deniliquin

The number of people involved in
these Missions’ outreach is staggering
This year, nearly 3,000 volunteers drawn
from all major denominations gave up
much of their annual holidays and
donated considerable time, money and
talents to make the missions a reality
Altogether, some 40,000 holidaymakers
have come into close contact with the
Missions and have seen the Gospel in
action as groups of Christians lived
together as close caring communities
within the camping areas

This far-reaching evangelistic activity
represents the largest regular project of
personal evangelism in N.SW. Most of the
holidaymakers contacted have little or no
contact with the established church
Already this year, many reports have
come in of children, teenagers and
parents committing their lives to Christ,
some after several years of contact with
Missions. For all this, we praise God

Easts Beach, ably led by SMBC student
Kevin Flanagan and his associate leader
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Miriam Cutter, again ran a very full
programme. Theme was the Wild West,
with team members decked out as
cowboys and Indians. Children of all ages
gathered for morning Adventure time
and various afternoon activities, including
craft, sports, beach carnival, hikes, sand
modelling and castle making etc. The
team used many ways to communicate
the Gospel simply and interestingly to the
children. Choruses (it wasn’t unusual to
hear kids singing ‘Happiness is to know
the Saviour’ in the camping ground
showers). Puppet shows. Skits (all with
the Wild West theme, of course!)
Costumes to add flavour. Daily memory
verses. Teachers also gave the children
lessons each day, using visual aids and
activities to hold attention and reinforce
the main ideas

Teens and adults weren't forgotten,
with various teen and parent activities
being held. Night events like the bush
dance were enormously popular, with
hundreds of campers joining in
enthusiastically. And the team took every

ers. Hear Good News

opportunity to proclaim the Gospel. ‘God
loves you and has a special plan for you
He wants you to love Him in return

Kiama Mission, just north’of Easts
yeach, was a complete change of pace
Led by Mark Eaton, the bearded curate of
Pymble Anglican, the mission specialised
in reaching out to young people. Groups
of team members daily visited pubs and
other youth hang-outs, seeking to make
contact and build friendships.

Posters around town proclaimed
‘Theos 8 p.m. nightly’, the evening coffee
shop run by the mission. And young
people turned up in droves. The night |
visited, the local church hall resounded
to the sound of loud Gospel music.
Between musical brackets, a suntanned
blonde-headed girl called Alison told of
her conversion

‘| used to think no Bible-bashing
Christian was ever gonna give me
religion. | would go down to the local
surf club and think | was really cool .. . |
used to see a lot of movies. One day |
saw a film ‘Thief in the Night’ about how

Jesus took all the Christians away. It
scared the hell out of me (in both ways!)

After sharing how God had changed
her life, Alison ended up with this
challenge

‘If you were to die tonight without
God, and were knocking on heaven’s
door, God would have to tell you he
didn’t know you. And you can’t say you
didn’t have a chance — everyone in this
room here tonight has got one!

On returning to Sydney, | was thrilled
to hear of young people converted as
God worked through the Kiama Mission

”\(' 4"([)?‘”(‘”' e of ”H‘ﬂ!' 2 missions
could be multiplied dozens of times over
At Kiama, team members wore T-shirts
bearing the message ‘No Christ — No
Life. Know Christ — Know Life’. This
summer of 1983/84, as Scripture Union
Family Mission Teams again sought to
share God's Good News, we praise God
that hundreds of holiday makers have
indeed come to know Christ in a very real
and personal way, and have gained
eternal life.

Peter Walker.

{
'_.5

Riches, Poverty and the Bible

The visit several months ago of Dr. Ronald Sider to our shores has served to focus
attention on several issues facing Christians in the west and, in particular, here in
Australia. | refer to those matters dealing with wealth and poverty and interpreting the
Bible. There is, first of all, the obvious fact that most living in the west are well off and
especially is this evident when we contrast our circumstances with these of so many
living in the third world. My ten years in India showed me that although 1% of the
population of that country was extremely wealthy many of the remaining 9% were in
abject poverty. So often we felt completely at a loss as to how te help people whom
we met who were living in wretched circumstances.

But one does not need to have lived
overseas to be faced with these
dilemmas. The same issues press upon us
through television, through World Vision
ads, and via appeals in the newspapers as
well, so that in recent days we have been
made more acutely aware of the real
poverty within our own country even if it
does not reach the depth of a
Bangladesh, a Chad or an Ethiopia.

Our unease is increased rather than
reduced when we are told by third world
theologians as well as Christians from the
west that the Bible makes it plain that
‘God is on the side of the poor’, that we
need to live a simple lifestyle, and that we
ought to share our goods and
possessions with those in need. Since our
knowledge of those in need, the
argument runs, has increased
dramatically through the newspaper and
television, then we have a greater
responsibility to act promptly and
unreservedly.

Some pressing questions thus come
home to us as Christians: “What does the
Bible say about wealth and poverty that is
applicable to the present day?”’ “Is wealth
evil?” “How should | use it if | have
some?” “Is poverty set before us in the
Bible as an ideal?” “Does the Bible teach
a general call to renounce our
possessions?”’

It is not possible to answer each of
these in a brief address, But as a way
forward | propose that we tackle three
issues.' The conclusions we reach, | trust,
will assist us as we seek, honestly before
God, to come to answers to the above-
mentioned and similar questions

1. Who are ‘the poor?

If it is true to say (though the point has
not been proven) that ‘God is on the side
of the poor’, then it is obviously
inl[)mlanl, for a variety of reasons, to
determine who ‘the poor’ are

There is a group of passages in Luke’s
Gospel (e.g. the Magnificat, 1:46-55; the
Nazareth sermon, 4:16-30; the beatitudes
and woes, 6:17-26; and Jesus’ words to
John the Baptist's disciples, 7:18-23) that
speaks about the poor being blessed
Whom did Jesus have in mind? Was it the
spiritually humble and dependent, or a
socio-economic lower class, who might
then be regarded as a kind of model or
paradigm for other parts of the New
Testament as well as to us in the
twentieth century?

The ‘poor’ were often referred to in the
Old Testament, particularly in the Psalter,
and it is likely that Jesus had this
background in mind when he used the
term. The Hebrew words for ‘poor’ could
be used of those in a socially or
economically inferior position (Pss, 12:5,
113:7). Because God was pledged to
uphold the cause of the poor and needy,
who have no other defender, it was
natural that a man in trouble should
plead his poverty and need before God
So Psalm 34:6 states: ‘This poor man
called, and the Lord heard him; he saved
him out of all his troubles’ (see also Ps
86:1).

The poverty terminology in the Psalter
came to be used of a whole range of
need and suffering in addition to literal
poverty: at Ps, 88:15, a sick man is called
‘poor’ or ‘afflicted’; the question of his
economic status is irrelevant to his being
called ‘poor’. Persecution also leads the
psalmist to cry to God that he is poor and
needy (note Pss. 22:24, 35:10, 69:29, 33 in
their particular contexts). At the heart of
the term ‘poor’ is a description of need.
On occasion it refers to a socio-
economic need; at other times it does
not.

In addition the word ‘poor’ can also
describe the nation Israel, that is, the
people of God: so in Psalm 9 it is Israel,
over against the nations that oppress her,

which is described as ‘the poor’ (see also
Ps. 68:10 where the congregation which
God saved from Egypt is called ‘the
poor’)

The dominant note behind the poverty
vocabulary of the Psalms is that of need,
most frequently that need which arises
from the attacks of enemies, whether
they are rich oppressors, enemies of the
king or enemies of the nation

In the passages of Luke's gospel noted
above Jesus, in referring to the poor, was
not speaking of the spiritually humble
and dependent. Nor was he referring to
the socio-economic poor, as rich, Rather,
he was using Old Testament language to
designate the poor as God's people in
their desperate need, those to whom he
had promised his kingdom

The Beatitudes of Luke’s Gospel
(6:17-26) are a proclamation of the gospel
in terms that any Israelite of Jesus’ day
would apply to himself — the poor, the
mourners, the hungry. On the other
hand, the woes are directed against the
rich, the full, the laughing, that is, those
who will not identify with Jesus, the
suffering Son of Man because they
consider that in the present time they
have sufficient. They find their
satisfaction, their salvation, in the things
of this life.

So we are not dealing here with a
division along socio economic lines, but a
separation of those who in solid identity
with the people of God are in desperate
need of salvation and are willing to stand
with this unlikely Messiah to see it come
On the other hand, those who are happy
enough with this present order (‘who
have already received’ their comfort,
‘who are well fed now’, ‘who laugh now’)
see in this world all the possibilities they
need for a sufficient life, and they will not
stand with Jesus |

Jesus was not endorsing the cause of |
the proletariat in pronouncing that the
poor were blessed with the kingdom, for |
immediately after Luke’s record of the |
Sermon on the Plain we note that Jesus
proceeds to bless one of the wealthiest !
men in Capernaum, a soldier who had at
least one servant (Luke 7:1-10) |

The poor, then, are those in desperate
need of God's salvation. They may be
poor in sOcio-economic terms, Sic ‘\,
oppressed or persecuted; but the essence
of their poverty is their great need before
God to whom they cry for salvation. As a
result they are willing to identify with the
suffering Son of Man

2. Possessions and becoming a
Christian

The second issue of concern to us is
the cost of discipleship and, in particular,
whether Jesus taught that poverty was an
ideal to be followed. Do his words about
renouncing all and following him (e.g.
Luke 14:25-33) mean that the total and
absolute renunciation of possessions is a
prerequisite for becoming a Christian?

Some imagine that Jesus was calling
certain people to a special kind of
‘professional’ following. On the analogy
of the disciples of a Jewish Rabbi they
interpret this passage of the Twelve, i.e. of
a limited group committed to a rule of
living with their teacher. The Twelve then
become a pattern for professional
Christians today

But in Jesus’ teaching, as recorded in
Luke’s Gospel, we note that the essence
of being a disciple is giving attention to
his instruction. The Twelve were disciples
par excellence, but the essence of their
discipleship was not their physically
following him, but their obedience to his
teaching

His words, ‘If anyone comes to me and
does not hate his father and mother, his
wife and children, his brothers and sisters
— yes, even his own life — he cannot be

my disciple. And anyone who does not
carry his cross and follow me cannot be
my disciple’ (Luke 14:26, 27), were
addressed to large crowds travelling with
him on that final journey to Jerusalem
Jesus was saying at that moment to be a
true disciple meant coming with him to
Jerusalem to die. He was asking them to
do exactly what he was doing: to turn
their backs on all their loved ones, to
treat them as though they hated them, to
reject even their own lives,

If this was our Lord’s words to disciples
on the road to Jerusalem, it had not been
his word on other days. On other
occasions he had counselled disciples to
honour and care for parents. But what
does come out clearly as having abiding
importance is the summary statement of
verse 33, ‘So then whoever does not bid
farewell to all that is his, cannot be my
disciple’. Kissing goodbye to everything
they held dear was required of all who
would become disciples. In the extreme
situation, the limits of discipleship are
revealed — there are none. The disciple
must continue with his Lord even to the
point of turning his back on family,
possessions and life itself. It is not always
necessary to do this, but at any moment
it may become so

The point regarding the rich young
ruler (Luke 18:18-30) is much the same
he is commanded by Jesus to sell all. But
the primary thing in Jesus’ words was the
offer to follow him, not the demand tc
sell everything. In effect |
to him: ‘You have kept the
commandments, now er
only first dispose of yo

us was

this point it becomes j at the young

man values his possess e than the

eternal life he is suppos eeking
The fact that Jesus’ dis

amazed at their Lord's ggests it

Peter O'Brien.

may have been the first occasion he
required it. Later he promises the
kingdom to all who for his sake have left
houses or parents or brethren or wife or
children, that is, those who let nothing
stand betwen them and God’s rule. They
must kiss everything goodbye and let
nothing stand in the way. For the rich
young ruler it meant selling possessions.
For the disciples it meant leaving home.
There is no poverty ideal nor demand
for renunication as customarily
understood. Indeed, how could Barrabas

by Dr. Peter O'Brien (A talk
given at the ACR Dinner for
Sydney Synod persons

in October.)

or others have properties to sell? And
why didn't they sell everything, anyway, if
there was an ideal of poverty?

This naturally leads us on to.

3. Possessions and the Christian
Life
The language about the poor in the

Bible draws our attention to the
enormous need or poverty of the human
race at every level: spiritual, physical,
economic, political and social. God’s
salvation in Jesus comes to those in
desperate need who abandon themselves
to him, seeking forgiveness and
reconciliation with himself

In reading the Bible the Christian is
made aware of the wonder of God's
salvation on the one hand, and among
many other things what his attitude to
and use of possessions should be on the
other hand. Regarding the latter we are
given strong warnings against greed (see
Luke 12:13-21), we are encouraged not to
be anxious but to remember the Father’s
providential care for us (note Luke
12:22-34)

Of particular importance are Jesus
positive directions about possessions. In
the parable of the unjust steward (Luke
16:1ff.) Jesus tells the story of a manager
who is threatened with redundancy. He
acts shrewdly in the short time before the
crisis which deprives him of his master’s
property. He renegotiates some
promissory notes in a very favourable
way for his master’s creditors and so
places ther After he is oust
from his job he will have friends. The
Lord Jesus commended this
because of his shrewdness

n his debt

teward
for the son o
this age are wiser in their own generation
than the sons of light'. In his own limited
framework the man of this world sees a
crisis coming and uses all his resources to
avert it or to provide as successfully as he
can for himself afterwards. The disciples
on the other hand believe the kingdom is
about to break in, but they are not
Ihm\\mg everything into it nor getting
themselves ready for it

The parable rather surprisingly presents
a positive orientation towards
possessions. The term ‘mammon’ means
that in which one puts one’s trust,
possessions, indeed wealth of all kinds. It
belongs to this present age which is
passing away and not to the kingdom of
God. Jesus counsels the disciples to make
use of this mammon while it still has
purchasing power prior to the total
devaluation of the last day

This wealth is not true or lasting
Nevertheless disciples are to employ it
faithfully and wisely during the period of
their exile. Then in the age to come they
will be entrusted with the real mammon
and that which is of true value in the
kingdom of God

lesus’ teaching opens up a positive role
for those disciples who have possessions
and our Lord’s words encourage a truly
generous lifestyle, rather than a simple
one. Jesus urges us to engage positively
and joyfully with all our resources in the
friendmaking work of the kingdom
Romans 12:8 infers that the possession of
wealth, which makes distribution
materially possible, together with a
person'’s spiritual capacity, namely their
God-given inclination t¢c meet a need, are
one of the Holy Spiiit’s gifts

Those of us who are rich in this present
world are to put our trust in God, who
richly provides us with everything for our
enjoyment, not in our wealth. And we are
to be rich in good deeds, evidencing a
generous lifestyle with its willingness to
share (1 Tim. 6:17-19)

1. For further details see David P. Seccombe,
Possessions and the Poor in Luke-Acts (1982) to
whom | am indebted
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Lesley Hicks

I am not naturally inclined to credulity.
More often, when | hear or read
remarkable stories, whether in a Christian
or secular context, | tend to be agnostic.

I just don’t know. But | am prepared to
exercise a “willing suspension of
unbelief” where the credibility of the one
telling the story is known and good and
his or her account is a first hand one
Where | have never myself experienced
any such thing, however, | am usually
inwardly sceptical, adopting a ‘wait and
see’ policy.

Hey, Martha Stories

A new weekly magazine has been
launched here called the Star Enquirer,
catering evidently to mass credulity. ‘Hey
Martha’ or ‘gee whiz’ stories form its
staple contents — the sort of incredible
tale (Babies Fathered by Space Aliens;
Does Death Stalk Princess Di?) that is
supposed to cause a husband to turn to
his wife with “Hey, Martha, did you read

.2 In the U.S., no doubt a “Christian”
equivalent would flourish too, with tales
of remarkable healings and miracles

Christian Equivalents

Here, briefly, are three stories related to
me in each case by those intimately
involved, whose integrity | can vouch for

A migrant was greatly distressed
because his wife was sick and, he feared,
dying. He asked a colleague at work, a
friend of ours, to come with him to visit
her in hospital. This friend offered to pray

STAINED GLASS WINDOWS
K. J. Little
19 Barden Street,

Amclife 2205
Phone: 599 7348

FRANK AKEHURST

Jeweller
has now moved from the city to
“ARTISTIQUE GIFTS”

Shop 9 Eastwood Arcade
183-5 Rowe St., Eastwood 2122
Phone 85 6712

Gifts for all the Family
# Birthdays # Engagements # Weddings,
etc

will continue specialising in making your
jewellery

Appeals
HOME OF PEACE HOSPITAL
(Deaconess Institution)

EVERSLEIGH
274 Addison Road, Petersham
NERINGAH
Neringah Avenue, Wahroonga
GREENWICH
River Road, Greenwich

These hospitals (320 beds) undertake special-
ised medical and nursing care of chronically
ill patients of any age, nationality or religious
faith.

These hospitals are co-operating with certain
general hospitals in the retraining of eligible
patients to return to their normal environment
(home, etc.).

Your help is urgently needed for our immedi-
ate and future needs, including the rehabili-
tation units at each hospital.
PLEASE REMEMBER THE
HOSPITAL IN YOUR WILL
All donations over $2 are allowable
deductions for income tax purposes.
For further information phone or
write to:
Box 124, Post Office Petersham
N.SW, 2049
Telephone: 560 3866

Confessions of
an agnostic

with them, He began in English, then
switched to a ‘tongue’, something he did
not usually experience or practise. The
faces of the sick woman and her husband
lit up — the language in which he was
praying was their own, totally unknown
to the user. The woman subsequently
recovered

Another Christian friend suffered a
severe one-sided headache, foreign to his
experience, for a day or two before an
unexpected request to visit a friend’s son
who had just been diagnosed as having
an inoperable brain tumour. As they met
and prayed, my friend's headache
disappeared. So did the patient’s tumour
— subsequent X-rays found it
inexplicably gone.

Now in neither case have | conducted
a Lourdes-like examination to test the
validity of the miracle. | just know and
respect these people, who, full of wonder
themselves, have related to me what they
believed God had done in and through
them. And stifling my natural Thomas-
like scepticism because | was not there to
see for myself, | say “How wonderful —
praise God!".

Back from Death

| have also heard a man called Ray

Roberts, with his wife, tell of his return
from death. For twenty minutes or so he
was pronounced dead at Katoomba, but
he recovered, and was moreover healed
of the almost total paralysis he had
suffered previously. The Lord evidently
had more work for him to do here

Though one could collect and
catalogue many such ‘Hey, Martha
stories, | doubt if that would be helpful
But while our faith does not depend on
signs and wonders — Jesus rebuked
those who sought them — neither should
we deny nor hide the fact that God does
choose at times to work in extra-ordinary,
super-natural ways

The Great Awakening

Recently | have been reading accounts
of the eighteenth-century revivals in
England and the American colonies,
including extracts from the journals of
the Wesleys and George Whitefield. They
leave one feeling exhausted at their
tireless energy and marvelling at the
extraordinary — supernatural, in fact —
impact of their evangelism

Social historians attribute their impact
to various social and psychological
factors. The implication is that we do not
see similar revival here in late 20th
century Australia, nor have we ever
experienced such a movement, because
the conditions here have never been ripe
for it

Australia’s Need

But if the true agent of revival is the
Holy Spirit, sociological and
psychological factors are not the ultimate
deciders. On the part of Australia’s
Christians, prayer — sustained, stubborn
prayer — is the necessary prerequisite.

I'm not pining for more of the
miraculous to strain my credulity, but | do
long to see that sensitivity to sin and
openness to conviction, applying first to
myself and all who belong to Christ, and
ultimately to great numbers outside the
kingdom who either seem quite content
with themselves as they are, or who,
hating themselves, still will not turn to
Christ.

Any grass-roots religious movement
runs the risk of rejection by the hierarchy,
however. Bishop Joseph Butler of Bristol
said to John Wesley: “Sir, the pretending
to extraordinary revelations and gifts of
the Holy Ghost is a horrid thing; yes, Sir,
itis a very horrid thing”’

We cannot be too careful!
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Developing Aboriginal Ministry
in the Diocese of the NI

A significant step forward in Aboriginal
Ministry in the Anglican diocese of the
Northern Territory took place at the
shores of the Guif of Carpentaria on
December 9 & 10, 1983, The relaxed bush
setting of Numbulwar community (Rose
River) was the venue for a conference
attended by representatives of five
Aboriginal parishes — Oenpelli, Ngukurr
(Roper River), Angurugu and
Umbakumba (Groote Eylandt), and
Numbulwar.

The Conference followed a call at the
1983 Synod for steps to be taken to hand
over the pastoral responsibility of these
parishes to Aboriginal people. The
Conference was chaired by the diocese’
only Aboriginal priest, Gumbuli
Wurramarra, and was also attended by
Bishop Clyde Wood, representatives of
CMS, students of Nungalinya College,
Darwin (3 Anglican, 2 Uniting Church)
and its Registrar.

The participants discussed a list of nine
questigns prepared by the Bishop. These
concerned the most helpful form of
leadership for Aboriginal Communities,
what can be learned from traditional
practices, who should choose leaders,
and what kind of training they needed.

The overwhelming response of the
Conference was for a shared pattern of
leadership, although with a recognised
leader, and with leaders chosen by the
Christian community. This response was
encouraged and inspired by shared
ministry already being exercised in
varying degrees in the parishes,
particularly at Umbakumba on Groote
Eylandt, where there has been no
resident minister for a number of years
There, as in other communities, strong
leadership is being exercised by women.
Representatives from Umbakumba told
how the Church Council frequently
discussed their life together and the
leaders regularly visited their people,
shared their problems and the good news

of Christ. This ministry goes together with
a pattern of nightly fellowship meetings
in the open air to sing, pray and share the
Word of God.

Concern was expressed about the
opportunities for celebration of Holy
Communion in sugh situations, and it was
felt that a man should be chosen to be
ordained priest in the context of ministry
shared with others (men and women)
who may well be ordained as permanent
deacons.

There was also concern that training of
these leaders should be appropriate for
the context and needs of the
communities and not keep them away
from home for long periods. Students
from Nungalinya College expressed their
appreciation of intensive periods of
training at the College and the growth
and fellowship with other Aboriginal
Christians that they experienced. The
benefits were self-evident.

It was felt that training should begin
with an intensive period of 6 months at
Nungalinya College and be followed by a
continuing program of a couple of
months study each year while the shared
ministry continues. The Certificate and
Diploma of Theology studies at
Nungalinya College will be appropriate
for such training. The College will be
encouraged to adapt these studies to
meet this long term training approach,
while the Bishop will choose the
appropriate point in the training process
at which ordination will take place.

The Conference was followed
appropriately on the Sunday morning by
the baptism of three adults from an
outstation, by Gumbuli Wurramarra in
the sea at the mouth ot the Rose River,
and their confirmation by Pishop Wood
on the beach.

Report prepared by David Thompson,
Registrar, Nungalinya College, Darwin,

Disturbing Anglican Youth

International Youth Year will be a
disturbing year for the Church, This was
the conclusion reached by the Anglican
Youth Unit at its meeting in Sydney on
Wednesday 30th November and
Thursday 1st December, 1983.

The themes of participation,
development and peace will provide a
creative and exciting challenge for the
Church as it struggles with the issues of
youth involvement.

The first task for the Church, from the
local parish to the national level, is to
identify long term goals and hopes for
young people. International Youth Year
can than be used to work towards
achieving them. It is internationally
agreed that LYY. should not simply be a
series of grand one-off events. The
National Anglican Youth Unit will be
producing resources and guidelines to
assist local churches in their planning and
thinking for LY.

A priority in N.AY.U!s work is the
development of youth policy for use in
the Church. These will be the result of
wide consultation with young people and
those who work with or are concerned
about young people. Policies will aim to
provide an Anglican approach to the
issues and a variety of strategies for
practical action at various levels, Policy is
continually being reviewed and updated.

The National Anglican Youth Unit
commended the report of the Youth
Affairs Council of Australia (YACA)
consultation with young people,
“Creating tomorrow today.” NAYU
recommended the involvement of Young
Anglicans in YACA's consultation as it
continues. It is hoped that throughout
the Church people will consider the
“Creating tomorrow today” and its
implications for young people in the
Church and society.

NAYU was established in June 1983 by
the General Board of Religious Education
to resource and further the Youth
Ministry in the Anglican Church by:—

1. Developing Networks amongst
Anglican youth and workers with
youth, for the exchange of information,
support and training,

). Being involved and contributing to the

government and non-government

youth sectors,

Develop youth policies for use in the

Church,

Co-ordinating and developing

consultancy in youth ministry.

The members of the National Anglican
Youth Unit are: Mrs. Maureen Munro
(Perth), Mr. Phillip Aspinall (Tasmania),
Mr. Cliff Holdom (Brisbane), Archdeacon
John Green (Willochra) and Mr. Tony
Molyneux (Sydney).
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English remarriage proposals
continued

The leaflet — which Canon Stevens
said was being paid for by 150 people
with whom | am in close touch” — sets
out eleven things which the group
believes are wrong with the marriage
proposals. Lack of any explanation as to
how they can be reconciled with the
explicit wording of the canons and the
Marriage Service is the first one,

And “there is no guarantee that all
bishops and clergy will agree to ‘work’
the new system. Why should they?” the
leaflet says. Some will continue in the
way permitted by present legislation, it
suggests; others will continue, as a matter
of conscience, not to conduct such
services; and yet others will follow the

new system. “So applicants, clergy and
parishes, will find a three-way division at
crucial points of decision!”

The workload, “which nobody has
estimated,” is another difficulty visualised
by the authors, who also fear the creation
of ““an unfair and unjust procedure
contrary to natural justice and good legal
practice alike

And they ask: “What of the abandoned
spouse? Every parish clergyman knows
the committed Christian who, despite
desertion, has been helped to work and
pray for reconciliation and who, even
when hope seems dead, has been held
by grace to their view of fidelity. What
loving pastoral sign remains for such
faithful witnesses if the Church agrees to
the marriage of divorcees?”

Church Times

Tear Fund Director Appointed

Mr. Stephen Bradbury of Auckland
New Zealand has been appointed as
Director of TEAR Fund Australia to
commence duties from the 1st of
February, 1984. Stephen is a History and
Social Studies teacher having been the
head of History and Social Studies at
Selwyn College in Auckland. He is 35
years of age, married to Chris and they
have two small children, Sarah & Thomas.
Stephen Bradbury has had a long
involvement with both Scripture Union
and ISCF having directed several camps
for schools work of Scripture Union. As a
student he was president of the Auckland
University Evangelical Union and
participated in other activities of the
Tertiary Students Christian Fellowship the
New Zealand equivalent of AFES
Currently Stephen is an elder of the
Willow Avenue Chapel in Auckland.

No stranger to TEAR Fund activities,
Stephen has served on the council of
TEAR Fund New Zealand and has been an
ardent promoter of the relief and
development issues as well as the
practical implication of the gospel for
caring. With these concerns in mind he
has been a speaker at ISCF, C.U. & TSCF
Conferences.

Tony McCarthy Chairman of the Board
of TEAR Fund said, “Stephen Bradbury is
a fluent communicator. He has a deep
committment to the out-working of the
Christian gospel for sharing resources
and fellowship between communities. He
has given practical demonstration of this
in his own school and congregation. We
look forward to his leadership and service
as Director of TEAR Fund.”’

Aboriginal Church Leaders

course :

Twenty four Aboriginal men and
women attended a 4-week course of
Certificate of Theology studies in
October/November at Nungalinya
College. The studies included 4 units
towards the Certificate:

The Prophet Jeremiah

Parables of Jesus

Christian Education with Youth

Christian Worship.

|

At the final worship service a Certificate
of Theology was presented to Mrs,
Mabuda Mamarika from Umbakumba,
Groote Eylandt. She had completed the
Certificate through study at home and in
courses at the College over several years

Students attended from Derby, WA,
Central Queensland, Central Australia
and NT: Goulburn Is., Groote Eylandt,
Numbulwar, Oenpelli and Galiwinku.

Bible Smuggler to Visit

A former US Marine, now “God's
Smuggler to China”, will visit Australia in
February. Known as Brother David he is
the Asian Director of the non-
denominational missionary movement
“Open Doors with Brother Andrew”’.

The author of the book “God'’s
Smuggler to China”, he has been
arranging the delivery of Bibles to
Christians in restricted countries for the
past seven years, Often this is done
through Christian tourists taking Bibles in
their luggage. Supplies are delivered

direct to people who have requested
them. Delivering Bibles to Christians
living under persecution can be
dangerous, Recently two couriers were
executed in China. Other workers are in
prison in Asian countries.

Brother David is “totally committed to
reaching all China with the Gospel of
Jesus Christ” His vision is to assist the
church in restricted countries by prayer
support and provision of requested
Christian materials, mainly Bibles.

Newcastie: Unemployed should
be allowed to earn more

The Anglican Social Responsibilities
Commission recently released a
statement and background paper arguing
for an increase in permissible income for
unemployment beneficiaries.

The Commission called the present
system a “disincentive to return to work”.
Following a recent meeting in Sydney,
the Commission released a background

paper by Professor John Giles of
Newcastle University, a member of the
Commission, who is involved in job
creation and unemployment problems in
Newcastle.

His paper aruged for an increase of the
“permissible income” attached to
unemployment benefit to $40 a week
from the present limit of $20.

He said: “the unemployment benefit
system was designed as a short term help
for people who, having lost their fulltime
employment, are seeking new full-time
employment. In a time of protracted high
unemployment, the community has a
significant section of the population
living on unemployment benefits as their
permanent income,

“A person on unemployment benefit
may engage in part-time work, but the

unemployment benefit is reduced
according to a scale dependent on
weekly earnings. This scale either
discourages such people from seeking
part-time work, or encourages taking
part-time work and not revealing it to the
authorities.

“A serious social problem has
developed especially with young people
who feel alienated from the community
because they can’t contribute and feel
that the community does not want them
to contribute. This problem is not solved
by increasing the unemployment benefit,
but by making way for them to
contribute by opening up work
opportunities”’

To raise permissible income limit to
$40, the Government would lose $10 in
reduction of benefits, but would gain
$3.05 in extra tax. “Such a reform,” said
Professor Giles, “would have social
acceptability. Many who are concerned at
youth unemployment would see that this
opens up a way for youth to contribute
to the work force. There is also the
possibility that with this opportunity for
work experience, the young unemployed
might be better equipped to find fulltime
employment”’

Optimism —
Foolishness or
Wisdom?

Perhaps there is nothing more infuriating
for a troubled person than being told by
a well-intentioned helper that
“averything will turn out alright in the
end”. Such a comment suggests that the
person doesn't fully appreciate either
your circumstances or your feelings

However, despite this fact, there is
often a great advantage in being able to
take an optimistic view of difficult
circumstances. This positive perspective
is to be preferred to a negative view in
which everything is seen to combine into
an unavoidable and inevitable total
disaster. But is the negative view realistic
while the positive view is unrealistic? Is
the latter view simply a foolish form of
deception which will interfere with an
attempt to come to terms with the
circumstances?

Any perspective which is out of touch
with reality will prove to be unhelpful
This applies as readily to pessimism as:it
does to optimism. When faced with
difficulties we need a thoroughly realistic
view of ourselves and our circumstances
This must also extend to include a
realistic view of our resources. By this |
mean the various things, abilities and
persons on which we can draw in our
attempt to deal with or adjust to our
dilemma. To see what we have going for
us in our circumstances is a realistic and
constructive form of optimism

But what can you say to the person

who at this point still says ”Il have nothing

going for me at all”? Intellectually, | know
that such an extreme statement is hardly
likely to be true. Furthermore, the very
fact that I'm sitting there trying to help is
surely one positive thing! However, |
appreciate the troubled person’s
emotional position — it feels as if there is
nothing positive and there are no helpful

Allan Craddock

resources on which to call.

The key issue now is that feeling of
despair and helplessness. How can one
be realistically optimistic under that kind
of emotional bondage? Or, to put it
another way how can one become
hopeful? The key “resource” for the
Christian must surely be God. The basis
for hope lies in the promises of God
made to those who have placed their
faith in Christ as their Lord and Saviour.

This attitude of mind and feelingis «
referred to by Paul: “May our Lord Jesus
Christ himself and God our Father, who
loved us and by His grace gave us eternal
encouragement and good hope,
encourage your hearts and strengthen
you in every good deed and word!” (Il
Thessalonians 2:16-17).

In all things the Christian can take
encouragement from the presence of
God through Christ. | recently read of a
Christian dying from cancer who spoke
of “finding God even in cancer”. This can
easily be misinterpreted. God is not to be
found in corruption, but in helping us to
come to terms with our mortality. It is in
the liberation from disease, either
through healing, perserverence in a way
that glorifies God, or death and
resurrection, that God's grace is extended
towards us

This view is reflected in the oft-quoted
passage in Romans 8:28 — “And we know »
that in all things God works for the good
of those who love Him, who have been
called according to His purpose. Some
things many not be good, but we can be
sure that God is good and that God will
help us in the face of these things. This is*
the basis for the Christian’s optimism
even in the face of the direst
circumstances

the Children's Services Department
R ibilities include c
homes and a youth hostel

The Chief Executive Officer,

The Church of England Homes,

PO. Box 427,

PARRAMATTA 2150
Applications close 31st January, 1984

THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND HOMES
POSITION VACANT
DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN'S SERVICES
The Church of England Homes is a child and family Christian welfare organisation with its head office in Parramatta
\ The Position: The Director of Children's Services is responsible to the Director of Welfare Services for the operation of

g and planning the work of an extensive fostering programme, five family group

The Person — The appointment calls for a person with expenience as manager of child and family welfare programmes,
particularly fostering and residential care. It would be expected that the applicant would have tertiary qualifications in the
Social Sciences and be able to lead the committed professional staff of this organisation

The applicant would also be expected to be able to implement the new work proposed to commence In 1984
Conditions: Salary negotiable. Car provided — Superannuation available

A most rewarding position for a person of definite Christian commitment

Applications in writing giving qualifications, experience and references to
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112/ MOORE THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE
& is seeking the services of an experienced
ASSISTANT COOK

to fill the existing vacancy in our Catering Department.

Experience in instifutional and/or Hotel-Restaurant catering
is a must.

The Assistant should be able to work without supervision
in the absense of the Catering Supervisor. Applicants must be
committed Christians.
Apply in witing only stating previous experience, qualifications and
references to.—

The Bursar
Moore College,
1 King Street, Newtown. NSW. 2042
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As the church ever wrestles with
contemporary problems there are
inevitably clashes between what the
Bible teaches and the historical
practices of the denomination. New
problems, often caused by long held
traditions, throw us back to the
scriptures for fresh light. But
sometimes that light stands as a
divine “NO” to churchly tradition.

What then? What are we to do
when tradition and scripture, church
practice and knowledge of God
clash? There are three stances that
can be taken.

The denomination changes

The first and the most honourable
solution is to adjust denominational
reality to suit the Bible. This is the
solution that galvanised the
Reformation. It springs from the fact
that the Word of God is the only
possible redress for the word of man,
that word — whether from
philosophy, culture or rebellion —
which is irretrievably poisoned and
poisonous due to our sinful rebellion.
Because of what the Bible teaches
about our dreadful and innervating
sinfulness we believe that man must
live by every word that proceeds
from the mouth of God, alone.
Because of our sins all words of men,
no matter how noble or uplifting they
may appear or even be, are found in
the end to be polluted by their
source.

Churchly practice must give way to
scripture, It is only where the effects
of sin are underestimated, as in the
Roman Catholic denomination, that
church tradition is somehow seem to
be a necessary and authoritative
source of instruction. But as we know
from bitter experience, when human
traditions are given the exalted role of
being either the necessary reception
centre for the Word of God (decfding
what is or is not God’s Word), or the
role of authoritative interpreter of
that Word, it is the “tail” of churchly
practice which ends up wagging the
“dog" of the self-disclosure of the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ. The King becomes captive to
the “palace”. Why? Houses built on
rotten foundations collapse and
imprison their inhabitants. Church
tradition, because of our sins, can
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never be a necessary pre-condition
or after-thought for God’s Word.
Thus in the Anglican confessions
when church traditions are seen to
conflict with the bible it is the bible
which must prevail. The Thirty-nine
Articles, the introductions to the
Prayer Book, and the ordination
services all place the bible above
church experience. “It is not lawful

for the church to ordain anything that

is contrary to God'’s word written,”
says Article 20. In the service for the
consecration of a bishop nowhere
does the bishop-elect swear to
uphold the traditions of the church,

but everywhere and exclusively to be
faithful to the bible and its teachings.

“Will you then study the
scriptures and pray for a true
understanding of them, so that
you may be able to teach and
exhort with sound doctrine and
be able to withstand and
convince those who speak
against them?” etc.

Nothing changes

The second solution to a tradition-
bible clash is far less than the one our

confessional standards and the
scripture allow, but it does have a
certain nobility, although tarnished,
that comes from honesty. It is the
solution that says “Yes, what we do
and what the bible teaches are two
different things, but for the moment
we will have to live with the

contradiction”” The “have to live with

the contradiction” usually comes
from pragmatism, and when on the
lips of those who are well-placed in

the power structures, sometimes lack

of courage. But it has the benefit of
honesty, and with its “are two

different things” it does hold out the

possibility of a future genuine
repentance,

Bible chopped

The third solution is execrable, for

it makes the Word of God bend to
the word of man. Now, for all the
right understanding of God’s Word

that the Reformation has brought us,
this is the solution we are all, without
exception, privately and corporately,
likely to pursue. Because of the deep

rooted nature of our sinfulness we
are all naturely prone to make the
bible conform to reality as we have

Tradition & Scripture

constructed it. We place the bible on
the-Procrustean bed built by our
habits and traditions, and chop off
the bits that don’t fit neatly on the
mattress. But we must flee this
tendency to suppress the truth.

In a denomination or christian
group which publicly places the bible
over christian experience, pride
ensures that we execute this solution
with some subtlety. One proven
method is to only allow those
questions to go forward to the bible
which tradition asks, thereby placing
the bible in the dock and our
practices on the bench. Committees
will be told what they can or cannot
examine, the proscription being
dictated by what is acceptable to
ecclesiastical tradition. So committees
may be sent back again and again to
search selected Anglican divines and
laws for ““acceptable” solutions to
problematical clashes between belief
and practice.

Another way is to only allow
changes to be mooted on grounds of
cultural acceptability, not theology.
lheological reasons would be too
compelling, and likely amongst
christian men to unseat tradition
from its throne. This paper has
already noted that several Sydney
Synod reports failed to bring forward
all the positive theological reasons for
change, favouring pragmatic ones
(ACR 3rd October, 1983, pp. 3 & 4).
One can only hope that these
positive theological grounds did not
occur to members of the committees
involved. It would be better to die
than to suppress the truth, either
actively, or by worn our
acquiescence,

Lay presidency, surplice, re-marriage,
etc,

This year the Anglican Diocese of
Sydney will continue to examine
certain traditional practices.
Committees will continue to explore
the questions of lay-presidency in the
Lord’s Supper, relief in the use of the
surplice, the ordination of women,
the re-marriage of divorcees, etc. This
paper will follow these endeavours
with interest. All involved need all our
prayers, lest the Procrustean poison
which boils deep within our breasts
yet again be allowed to spill over and
win the day.
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Great Potential for Christian Books in Australia .o

Christian publishing in Australia is alive
and kicking according to John
Waterhouse of Albatross Books, a Sydney
Christian publishing house.

Fresh from the launching of Kerry
Medway's book “Bush Preacher Bites the
Dust”, John exuded enthusiasm in a
special interview with the “Australian
Church Record”.

When asked how he saw the potential
for publishing Christian books here, the
answer was: “The opportunities are
untapped, but the situation needs to be
exploited by professionals”.

John Waterhouse believes that there is
a place for Christian books in general
bookshops, not just those catering for
the Christian market. But the books must
be good because buyers are becoming
more discerning, shop owners more
discriminating and overseas publications
more competitive,

In Australia, he says, there is only a
handful of Christian publishers — all
facing the same problem of a small and
diversified market. The contrast with the
situation in America, however, is stark
and dramatic. Because of the much larger
population and buyer potential,
American publishers are able to get away
with relatively easy publishing because
there is no real risk,

“In Australia, however, every book
must be a best seller”, Mr, Waterhouse
said.

“The task confronting Australian
publishing houses is to produce at least
four good books out of five”, he added.

The main Australian publishers are the
Lutheran Publishing House, Albatross
Books, ANZEA Publishers and Hodder
and Stoughton.

“Every successful Australian house

needs to have a range of overseas books
to give a turnover on which to build up
the local Australian range”, Mr.
Waterhouse said.

“There is a growing acceptance for
Australian Christian books. Nine years
ago it was a battle to promote an
Australian book, but the situation has
been dramatically reversed”, he added.

He sees the keynotes to success as a
professional product that is solidly
marketted.

“When this is achieved we believe that
we can build up a sound business as well
as of a job for the Gospel”.

John Waterhouse stresses that most
good books today are commissioned.
The publisher sees a gap in the market
and then looks for a writer to fill it.

It is not a matter of just rolling up to
the publisher with your manuscript,
because most manuscripts received are
never published.

A major secular publisher in Sydney
receives about 2,000 manuscripts a year,
but of these only six or so are actually
published.

“| have taken a conscious decision, as
a publisher, not to wait for the perfect
manuscript. | now look for a writer who
is competent but not perfect. | then
publish his work with the best marketing
techniques | can muster and then hope
that the author will be stimulated to
improve upon his work even further next
time”, Mr. Waterhouse said.

Waterhouse sees teenage Christian
fiction as an untapped market. He has
three books in this category coming up
for publication next year.

“Again, | am not waiting for the perfect
manuscript but will get them out on to

the market place and hope that as the
market comes to accept the product we
will get more books and better ones later
on”, he said.

Other untapped areas for Christian
publishing are adult fiction and genera!
interest books.

“| see great needs at the pastoral level
for Christian workers and lay Christians.
In many ways books fulfil the function of
theological colleges for lay people. They
are the source of teaching, inspiration
and motivation for lay people to train and
equip them for Christian service” says
John Waterhouse.

Waterhouse says that Albatross has
been closely scrutinising what is coming
from overseas and has decided that
Australia can produce material that is just
as good.

4 used to be intimidated by overseas
material, but the attitude changed after |
attended a Christian booksellers meeting
in Dallas. It was a major Christian trade
fair in America”.

| spent four days looking for products
that might be suitable for Australia”.

“ thought to myself: ‘What is so special
about this material here in America?””’

| then decided that at the ideas level
their products and their organization
were not intimidating”, Mr. Waterhouse
said

He went on to say that it was his
conviction that a small, tight and creative
publishing house could produce equally
good material.

Waterhouse agrees that some
Australian material may not sell overseas
but the local market is sufficiently strong
to allow local books to sell on their own

Albatross Books has had a print run of

16,000 copies of Kerry Medway's book —
10,000 for the English market and 6,000
for Australia. They are expected to be
sold within four months.

“This is good, reasonable publishing”,
he said.

The “Record” asked Mr. Waterhouse
why he had decided to start an Australian
publishing house.

“Well, | enjoy working for myself rather
than working for a Board. | wanted to
publish books that were prophetic and
articulate. Something about the future
and not about the past. | wanted to
publish books that commend the
Christian faith in a friendly manner and
not a defensive one”, he said.

This included books dealing with the
way that people think about the Christian
faith. Books that interested the seeker,
not necessarily the committed Christian.

“In other words | wanted to publish
books with a function of evangelism”, he
added.

john Waterhouse believes that many
Christians do not fully realize the
influence of television on their daily lives *
and that because of television reading
habits have changed.

Nevertheless he still thinks there is a
place for publishing for mature
Christians. As well as for new and
growing Christians. The target was to get
quality Christian books to the readers,

At the end of the interview the
“Record” asked Mr. Waterhouse how he
was going at the present time.

“Great!”, was the reply. “We are having
our best year yet and are optimistic about
1984. Instead of concentrating on matters
of financial viability we are, at last, able to
concentrate on product and growth
down the line”, he said.

New Anglican Evangelical Journal

Many or our readers will be familiar
with the problems associated with the
dismissal of the editorial board of The
Churchman magazine. This is an
important issue! The Churchman will
continue to be published by the church
society. However, there will now be a
new journal ANVIL, to compete with it.

In a recent issue of Church of England
Newspaper Archdeacon George
Marchaiit wrote about the new journal —
we reprint it to give our readers a further
insight into the issues involved.

“Uf | were asked — say, by the Editor of
CEN — to explain what has motivated the
setting up of a new Anglican Evangelical
theological journal, with all the
difficulties needing no elaboration here, |
would have to call attention first of all to
a background which is all-important.

First of all, the development of
evangelicalism in the Church of England
since the Keele NEAC of 1967, through
the Nottingham NEAC 1977 requires a
positive historical recognition. Set within
the changing conditions of the Church of
England now synodically governed, the
changes taking place within the whole
Christian world, together with the vast
agenda of ethical and pastoral issues
raised by our times, this represents a
considered address ‘to serve the present
age, my calling to fulfil’.

It has provided itself with a new
structure, the Anglican Evangelical
Assembly with CEEC, reconstituted as its
standing committee, all based upon wide
representation.

Following this, a firm grip has to be
taken upon the fact that growing
numbers, developing academic and
pastoral specialisation necessarily have
produced debates about policies wherein
difference of opinion hias to be contained
within a fellowship that is patient enough
to bear while continuing to thrash our
differences,

Old symbols

Next, there has been a critical reaction
at work. When through inevitable
historical change, old symbols of security,
lose their significance, when a comforting
fortification of uniform characteristics has
been either outflanked or left away from

where the real action is, it is likely that
will ring alarms and call for some return
to the walls.

One other piece of background needs
noting also. In the ‘60s, just before the
Keele NEAC, a process was set up to try
to bring together our societies to save
overheads and overlap. It came to a head
in the Mabledon Conference of
December 1972, producing from there a
joint consultation between CEEC and
Church Society, which led to proposals
for a joint new organisation in 1975.

But at the Church Society Annual
Meeting to implement this, an alarm was
sounded, the new Council dropped most
of those who had been engaged in the
merger, and from that time Church
Society has distanced itself from CEEC,
even though represented on it, and has
talked of ‘post-Keele liberalism’, with
which it tends to see CEEC, and
presumably also AEA somewhat ‘tainted’.

Certainly it has tried to give itself the
role of being a centre of evangelical
orthodoxy, a refuge for all who seek
assurance in the strong affirmations of
established evangelical watchwords. One
final element has been to CHURCHMAN
to conform to this policy.

In the light of what has happened to
CHURCHMAN, not surprisingly there has
emerged from many a call for a new
journal ‘representative’ (to quote from
the CEEC resolution on the matter in April
this year) ‘of the broad spectrum of
evangelicalism for which CHURCHMAN
has provided a scholarly theological
forum of opinion and discussion’ and
‘free from editorial restrictions arising
from the policy or views of any individual
society or institution’,

The recent energetic attempts of
Church Society and the new editor of
CHURCHMAN to asure all that that
journal will be just as ‘open’ as ever to
service the whole constituency has raised
many questions. What choice is Church
Society making between either
maintaining itself as a touchstone of
orthodoxy and using CHURCHMAN as its
vehicle of controversy in debate. or
offering CHURCHMAN to be and do just
what the outgoing editor and board were
trying to do, and distancing itself from it

once again, to maintain its own position
in some other way!

Trying to give some rationality to what
has happened suggests that the former
choice, however masked, will have to be
the course taken.

Hence it has been urged that the new
journal should be founded, to genuinely
service the evangelical constituency; that
will engage in theological, ethical, and

social issues, with a lively awareness of
the insights upon all these fields from
other disciplines. It will seek to promote
discussjon towards resolution of
problems, as far as seems possible.

Thus the title ANVIL’ represents an
analogy, suggesting that under fire and
hammering, old shapes, mis-shapes and
even crude material can be re-formed, to
serve afresh changing circumstances.
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Chronicle

Katie Luther

1983 saw much attention paid to the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther, in recognition of the 500th
anniversary of his birthday. Long articles were written and impressively long lectures were
delivered in honour of the occasion. In Sydney the event did not go unnoticed, a very
rare distinction in that the anniversary of his birthday was observed by both the Sydney
Morning Herald and the Australian Church Record. Few men have been able to draw
together that particular combination to honour their birthday.

Readers of the Record will undoubtedly have felt the same pain as your columnist
upon reading the editorial in the Herald. One suspects it was written by either the priest/
journalist Edmund Campion or Mr. Alan Gill, noted religious journalist of our city. At one
point in the midst of what was in fact a useful editorial, Luther was unfortunately
misquoted. The man of whom Christianity Today had chosen to run an article entitled
Luther: Father of the Christian House was made to undervalue the shining jewel in his
life, his wife Katherine von Bara. How unfortunate that the full quotation was not used,
it should have read: -

I would not change Katie for France or for Venice, for God has given her to me and
other women have worse faults. She has a few but her virtues outweigh them.

Mrs. Martin Luther, Katherine von Bara was a woman of courage and determination,
of common-sense and practicality. She was tender and compassionate, but hard-headed,
and most important of all, she was not in awe of her husband, the noted theologian, Dr.
Martin. She was in truth the very model of a clergyman’s wife, for as Roland Bainton
reminds us:

... the public arena was not her proper sphere. Her contribution to the
Reformation is not on that account to be disparaged. She presided over the first
well-known Protestant parsonage . . .

Katherine was born in 1499, and was put into a convent when twelve years old, on the
occasion of her father’s re-marriage. She took the vows at the age of 16. With other sisters
at the convent in Nimscleu (in Duke George's territory), she came under the influence
of Luther’s teaching. It was felt that they needed to escape into territory friendly to the
Reformation, and friends arranged the escape in the covered wagon of Leonard Kepp,
who delivered pickled herrings to the convent. There does not seem to be evidence to
sustain the old story that the nuns left inside empty herring barrels!

In her new life Katherine was hard to marry off, mainly because her hopes rested in
the suit of a handsome young aristocrat from Nurnberg. His family disapproved the
match and finally Katie married Luther, who was 16 years older than her. It was not at
first a romantic alliance, but became a relationship of great solidarity and love, and
indispensabie to the Reformation. Katie at times ruled her husband, curbing his prodigal
use of money, and forbidding him from undertaking foolish dangerous journeys.

In domestic affairs | defer to Katie.

Otherwise | am led by the Holy Ghost.

The couple were loaned, then given the Augustinian monastery where Luther first lived
as a monk. There were 40 rooms on the ground floor, and cells above. In that house Katie
cared for her husband, their six children, certain indigent relatives, students and visitors.
She was of course aided by servants, but herself gardened, cooked, brewed ale, milked
the cows, made their butter and cheese. She acquired a farm at Zulsdorf, 2 days journey
from Wittenberg, and became then to her husband “The rich lady of Zulsdorf, Frau
Doktar Katherine Luther, who lives in the body in Wittenberg, in the spirit in Zulsdorf.”

Katherine von Bara was a model German hausfrau, a model clergy wife. Her last
recorded words are purported to be I will stick to Christ as a burr to a top-coat” There
is no doubt that his appreciation of her led Luther to his often stated blueprint for a
Christian marriage and house — “Let the wife make her husband glad to come home,
and let him make her sorry to see him leave.”

What was her contribution to his ministry? What would it have been without her? Who
can tell, for we never hear the quetion asked. In most discussions and assessments of the
life, ministry and contribution to the Reformation of Martin Luther, her name is never
mentioned. She suffers the lot of the wives of the Reformers. Yet one should ask — How
indispensable were they to the ministry and achievements of their husbands? What did
they contribute in their own right? It is perhaps only in this day, when women'’s history
is the burgeoning growth area of historical study that we are moved to ask such
questions,

In another sense Katie Luther suffers the lot of many a clergy wife. How many others
have their contribution to a ministry ignored? How many clergy speak of “my ministry”
rather than “our ministry” and thereby ignore the indispensable contribution of one who
quietly labours alongside, who like Katie Luther, does not see the public arena as her
proper sphere.

We may very well ask, and indeed ought to ask what is the proper sphere of a clergy
wife. Is there one role and model for her to follow? If so, what is her role? Your columnist
heard some members of a congregation whose clergyman is a bachelor say recently —
“Next time we must hav * a married man. A wife is necessary.” One wonders about the
concept of a clergy wife’s role held by thoase particular parishioners. One wonders how
they would feel about a working wife of a clergyman. Would they deny her the right to
find her growth and fulfilment and make her own unique contribution in her own sphere,
apart from the work of her husband? Should she stay home and not work — should she
make her sphere the women's work in the parish, whatever her previous training and
qualifications? Questions such as these have been in the mind of the writer of this
column ever since reading a small book published in 1983. Married to the Church, is a
book in which ten English clergy wives write “frankly about themselves and marriage’
The clergy wives are a theological cross section of the Church of England, for there are
Evangelicals, Catholics, Liberals and Radicals. The first contribution, entitled “Clergy
Wives are people, too” is by Rosalind, Mrs, Robert Cantuar. This brief piece was first
published in The Times in July, 1982 and some of us read it first in that forum. Mrs. Runcie
begins by outlining what she sees as the usual societal view of a clergy wife — someone
who is a drab and uninteresting human being ground into submission by her husband’s
job, running all the parish groups and generally being a do-gooder. She makes a plea for
this to change, and for clergy wives to be able to work if they find it necessary for their
own self-fulfilment.

One suspects, indeed knows, that the writings in the English Married to the Church
would be echoed by a cross-section of our own clergy wives, They too would talk of
sorrow and frustration, achievement, a result and joy — of expectations placed upon
them which they were able to fulfil.

Perhaps some may choose through the columns of this paper to share their own
experience for the benefit, enrichment and encouragement of others. Their contributions
would be welcomed.

Martin Luther addressed a letter to his Katie in July, 1545 in this way:

To my dear wife Katherine von Bara, preacher, brewer, gardener, and whatever else
she may be . ..

Is that the model of a clergy wife from the one who presided over the first public
Protestant parsonage — a clergy wife who can do almost everything?

Quotations in this column are from Roland H. Bainton, Women of the Reformation in Germany and Italy and
Shelagh Brown, Married to the Church, SPCK, London, 1983 g
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Protest fast by
45 Soviet
Pentecostals

Forty-five Pentecostals from the village
of Chuguyevka, in Eastern Siberia, were
planning to fast for up to thirty days from
January 1st in protest at the refusal of the
Soviet authorities to allow them to
emigrate to West Germany.

In documents which have reached
Keston College the Pentecostals give a
detailed account of the persecution
experienced by their congregation since
the summar of 1981 and of the arbitrary
refusal of their emigration applications. In
September seventy of the Chuguyevka
congregation fasted for up to ten days,
with the intention of following up this
fast with,more and longer protests if
there was no response.

The authorities sent a commission from
Vladivostok to meet the Pentecostals, but
the only response since then has been
negative: the refusal of a number of
applications to emigrate that had been
filed before the hunger-strike.

In this new hunger-strike which began
on Monday, fourteen expectant and
nursing mothers will fast for five days,
along with two seventeen-year-old girls.
Five women will fast for ten days and two
for twenty days. Of the men, two
pensioners and three young men will also
fast for twenty days and seventeen men
will fast for the full thirty-day period.

The Pentecostal congregation in
Chuguyevka consists almost entirely of
Germans. They moved to Chuguyevka
from Akhangaran, in Soviet Central Asia,
in the first few months of 1981, hoping to
be able to make a new beginning where
they were not known. However, their
worship services were soon noticed by
the authorities, and they began being
fined and imprisoned.

In March, 1983, fifty members sent their
internal passports to the Presidium of the
USSR Supreme Soviety, with declarations
renouncing Soviet citizenship and
requesting permission to emigrate to
West Germany. The passports and their
declarations were sent back from
Moscow to Vladivostok, and officials
have bheen trying for force the
Pentecostals to take them back.

However, says Keston, the Christians
from Chuguyevka remain firm in their
resolve. In an open letter to the West
German and Soviet Governments, the UN
General Assembly and world media
announcing their plan to renew their
hunger-strike they insist on their right to
emigrate in accordance with the Soviet
constitution and the law on citizenship,
as well as international law. They claim
that there are no legitimate reasons for
denying them emigation such as recent
military service or access to State secrets.

Keston suggests that they may perhaps
receive a satisfactory response to their
requests in less time than it took for the
most recent Pentecostal emigres, the
Vashchenkos and Chmykalovs (including
the famous Siberian Seven), who sought
permission from the authorities for over
twenty-two years before finally being
allowed to leave least summer.

Church Times

English demo:
friars arrested

Dominican friars were among about
forty-five Christian CND pretesters who
were arrested during demor strations at
the US nuclear bomber base at lpper
Heyford, Oxfordshire during Christmas.

The three friars, dressed in their whife
habits, together with two women crossed
the perimeter fence where, at the end of
a runway, they chained themselves to a
seven-foot processional cross which they
had brought along.

The group remained for forty minutes
inside the base, where they held a short
service, Military police used bolt-cutters
to cut them free and they were deposited
at the main gate. Two other groups of
demonstrators who entered the base

ORLD REVIEW

were also arrested and ejected without
charges being brought.

The friars, who are based at Blackfriars,
Oxfordshire, entered the base in the
knowledge that they were risking arrest.
But one of the three, Bro. Gilbert Marcus,
said afterwards:

“There is a school of thought that says
that clergy should stay clear of political
involvement. But the Church has a long
history of political involvement; and, if
the gospel can’t speak to politicians, it
can’t speak to anyone!”

The Hely Innocents’ Day
demonstration attracted about 150
people. “We had asked for a small
demonstration so as not to make undue
demands on police time,” said Mr. Paul
Johns, Christian CND chairman. “We'd
have found any more embarrassing.’

The night before some of the
protesters met in a school hall at nearby
Bicester to pray and prepare themselves
for their act of “holy disobedience”. "Our
attitude is that one doesn’t play a game
of catch-as-catch-can with the police,”
said Mr. Johns, “The object is not to get
arrested.”’

Those protesters who remained
outside the base on the road at the end
of the runway were treated to an
impromptu service by a Roman Catholic
priest who was present. A simple and
effective liturgy,” said Mr. Johns.

Church Times

Aspects of Church
Army criticised &
reforms proposed

The Church Army will have to become
politically involved in issues of social
justice if it is to make an adequate
Christian witness today, says an
authoritative report on the society
published in England recently.

The report, from a review group
commissioned by the House of Bishops,
is critical about many aspects of the
Church Army. It contains a number of
major proposals for reforming the
organisation into a body better able to
carry out its task in the modern world.

But the group, chaired by the Bishop of
Sheffield (the Right Rev. David Lunn), is
also critical of the wider Church — which
it says, in effect, has failed to give enough
thought or care to the purposes and
needs of an organisation like the Church
Army.

“There has developed a gulf between
the Church Army’s self-perceptions and
aspirations and a Church which has
drifted in many places into the use of
officers conventionally and traditionally
for pastoral and maintenance functions,”
the report deciares,

“We discerned a certain sense of
‘mismatch’ between headquarters and
the officers, the founding principles of
the Church Army and the present reality,
and between the Church Army and the
Church of England. It is only through
careful dialogue that these matters will be
resolved.”

Decision-making

Among the recommendations: that the
Church Army should pay more regard to
“areas of recognised need and priority,”
since too few of its personnel are
working in inner cities and other needy i
places. The report also calls for closer
links with the boards of General Synod,
“to enable wise decision-making and
action”” Further, Church Army candidates
should be sponsored by their bishops, |
selected and trained in much the same ;
way as candidates for other ministries.

As for the Church of England, it is
asked “to consider seriously the reality of
its commitment to the stipendiary lay
ministry and the practical systems needed
to fund and deploy members” of it; and
whether, indeed, it wants to renew its
invitation to the Church Army to be one
of its agencies of evangelism and care.

The review group was set up as a result
of a depuation to the House of Bishops in
January, 1982, to tell the Bishops about
the Church Army’s planning for the
future and to seek their advice.

Grenadian
Church was
“Next On Hit
List”

(Journalist Dan Wooding, who recently
went to Grenada with an Open Doors
team, reveals this fact after investigating
what had been happening to the
Christian Church there under the Marxist
regime that had ruled this tiny Caribbean
island for 4 % years - until a bloody coup
in October 1983 triggered the American
invasion.)

A document has come to light which
indicates that the Church in Grenada was
to have been “shut down” by renegade
members of the country’s revolutionary
leadership.

Investigations have revealed that a far
from subtle campaign against Christians
on this beautiful tropical isle was already
being carried out by the late Maurice
Bishop, the Prime Minister of his so-
called People’s Revolutionary
Government.

But some of the plotters who finally
toppled Bishop in the bloody coup in
which Bishop was murdered, triggering
the invasion by American and Caribbean
forces, felt that the British-trained lawyer-
turned-revolutionary was going too
slowly in dealing with the Church, So
they drew up plans to hit the church with
total closure.

| have seen minutes of the Central
Committee of the New Jewel Movement,
the only party allowed on the island, in
which Foreign Minister Unison
Whiteman, voiced anger at the fact that
the party was spending too much time on
small issues instead of the central one of
dealing with the Church.

At a meeting, which took place in the
capital of St. George's, between
September 14-16, with Bishop in
attendance, Whitehead told his
revolutionary colleagues: “Too much
time is spent on small issues instead of
fundamental issues, for example the
church. We do not fully grasp-how the
church is working at this time and what
tactics and strategy must be employed to
counter what the church is doing to the
revolution/” ¢

Sources confirmed to the Open Doors
News Service that some of the hardcore
Central Committee members, who were
highly influential during Bishop's 4 %
vears of government, were planning to
“totally immobilize” the Church, both
Protestant and Roman Catholic, fearing
its deep hold over many of the 110,000
population.

“Our information is that the church in
Grenada appeared to be relatively safe
under Bishop, but certainly with the new
people taking over, it seemed that efforts

»were going to be made to remove the

church,’ says Therese Mills, editor of the
influetnial Sunday Guardian in nearby
Trinidad.

Mills said that the Christian church in
Grenada was considered by hard-liners
as the “real enemy” to the total success
of their Marxist-Leninist revoiution.

“Let’s face it, they were right,” she
added. “The people’s religion still has a
grip on them and they (the hard-liners)
wanted to break that. So the big enemy
to them was not the politically
conservative element in the society, but
the church.”

The Open Doors team, which visited
Grenada to offer any help it could to the
believers, discovered from pastors on the
island that a campaign to undermine the
Church’s effectiveness was already in full
swing.

The Soviet-inspired Pioneers
organization was operating and
indoctrinating many young people with
communist ideology; reeducation classes
for all government workers were
compulsory, including civil servants,
those in the medical profession, post
office workers, teachers and bus drivers
— even grave diggers. Work projects
were also scheduled each Sunday to keep
people away from Church.

Lively interest
in Church
Society’s AGM

‘A RESULT beyond what one might have
hoped for’, was one comment on the
election of Church Society’s new
Council, to serve through 1984, The vote
took place at the Society’s Annual
General Meeting in November.

The balance of the 20-member Council
was seen as a strong encouragement for
those who favour a “sensible, balanced
and courteous” handling of the Society’s
objectives. It would reassure members
and other well-wishers that the Society
was ‘not in a downward spiral’,

Among those re-elected for a further
year alongside the Chairman Prebendary
John Pearce, and the retiring Treasurer,
the Rev. Peter Ronayne, were Mr.
Raymond Johnston and Canon Harry
Sutton.

Among the newly elected are Mr. Mark
Birchall, a member of General Synod of
Christian Weekly Newspapers, and the
Rev. Philip Hacking, Vicar of Christ
Church, Fullwood in Sheffield.

The auditors took over an hour to
check and count the votes. Then even
after a recount, there was a triple tie for
the 20th place. On a show of hands it
went at last to Prof. John Cockin.

About 120 members crowded into the
Conference Room of Whitefield House
for the vote which meant standing (or
kneeling) room only for over half the
company.

Last year’s attendance was recorded as
38. And five years ago, according to John
Pearce, ‘we sat around and elected each
other’,

Conversation round the room
attributed the increased turn-out to
recent reports and correspondence
about the Society iii the Church of
England Newspaper.

This wider scrutiny revealed various
weaknesses in the Society’s constitutional
procedure. There was strong pressure
from the floor for postal voting in future,
At present the small gathering at the AGM
elects the Council; a coach-load of
determined partisan members could
sway the whole vote.

The list of candidates does not appear
before the AGM, to allow prayerful
consideration. Nor does it give any
indication of who the candidates are or
what views they hold.

In a keynote speech the Society’s
Director, Dr. David Samuel, spoke on ‘The
Reformation of the Church under the
Word of God'. In meetings round the
country, he has pointed out what he sees
as wrong with the Church of England. On
this occasion he took the subject of how
this job should be done.

“We must be clear in our objective,” he
said. “And that is to reinstate the Bible to
the place in the Church where it belongs,
as in Article 6 of the 39 Articles.

“Then we must be correct in the
instruments we use. Our weapon is faith
in God. Church Society is nothing. | thank
God it is nothing. God can use it,
nonetheless. Like Luther, we can trust
that ‘the Word will do it/

“Finally we must be consistent in the
pursuit of our goal. We want to see the
whole Church brought under the
authority of the Word today. We cannot
go back; we must go forwards.”

CEN

MARANATHA

Childless by choice?

The Archbishop of Sydney, the Most Rev.
Donald Robinson in a broadcast over
2CH said —

When a married couple decide to
remain childless we may understand their
reasons. Yet | suspect that it reflects a
deeper trend which should concern us
all.

An increasing number of couples in
our community are deciding to be
childless by choice. They do so not for
medical or biological reasons but for
mere practicality.

Some clearly fear the responsibility that
parenting would bring.

Some place their careers as a higher
priority — a more important goal — and
so choose to be childless for
convenience,

Other couples feel so pessimistic about
the state of our world that they think to
bring forth children would be an act of
unkindness,

Maintaining marriage as a mere
fashion, deliberately barring the

procreation of children, is a perversion of
the marriage relationship. It is as
misguided as eating food without
swallowing, enjoying the goodness of its
taste yet receiving none of the goodness
of its content.

How encouraging it is to see the
different outlook held by the many
growing christian families in our
community. The hope that they have, and
the confidence they hold — not in
mankind or science but in God — allows
them to see children as one of the most
positive aspects of married life . . . in fact
as God's blessing.

Raising children is an essential part of a
parent’s sexuality in its wider sense.
Couples that voluntarily deprive
themselves of children in effect restrict
their own growth as people. After man
and woman become one flesh, they were
told to be fruitful and multiply. This was
as a blessing and not as a curse, It
surprises me that so many people today
act in fear or selfishness and ignore the
blessing.
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The Dean and Chapter propose to appoint an Assistant Organist early in
1984 owing to the present incumbent's appointment as Organist of Grafton
Cathedral. This position may be taken on its own or, in special
circumstances, could be combined with another position in the Cathedral
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Square, Sydney 2000. Applications will close on February 24, 1984.
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The Letter to the Hebrews

By Donald Guthrie
IVP/Eerdmans, 281 pp.

The Tyndale New Testament
Commentaries, which have served many
Christians so well in their study of the
Bible, are now in the process of revision.
Leon Morris as the General Editor of the
new series declares that the intention of
the revision is to maintain the balance of
the previous commentaries. They
concentrated on the meaning of the text
without going into scholarly
technicalities. The aim of the revision is
to take account of new insights in New
Testament studies that have emerged in
recent decades. Despite the negative
comments that are often heard in
Evangelical circles about the Revised
Standard Version, this reviewer is glad to
note that the new series is based on that
text, though it is borne in mind by the
commentators that readers will use a
variety of translations.

The new commentary on Hebrews by
Donald Guthrie is more extensive than its
predecessor and this is fitting when one
considers the complexity of Hebrews and
the importance of exploring its meaning.
Guthrie surveys the arguments that have
been put forward about authorship and
concludes that we cannot identify the
author. However, much can be discerned
from Hebrews about the situation of the
readers. Although Guthrie toys with the
idea that they may have been Gentiles, he
concludes that the traditional view that
they were Jewish Christians is more likely
to be correct. Although he considers and
finally dismisses the view that they were
former members of the Qumran
community, he follows the suggestion of
W. Manson that they were a house group
which had broken away from the main
church. This separatist group is said to
have considered themselves superior to
the rest. However, this is a rather tenuous
argument, based on a particular
interpr2tation of 5:12 and 10:25. In
assessing the purpose of Hebrews,
Guthrie rightly concludes that, “on the
whole the view that posits the threat of
an apostasy to Judaism among certain
Jewish Christians, whether former priests
or not, has generally more to commend it
than alternative views”. A helpful
discussion of the background of Hebrews
and its theological emphases concludes
the introduction

As he proceeds with verse-by-verse

exegesis, Guthrie is concerned to show
how the drift of the argument would

have special value for former Jews who
had become Christians. However, the
theme of the superiority of the Christian
faith, which dominates the major part of
the document (1:1— 10:18), would have
significance also for those converted
from a pagan background, “in view of the
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fact that Gentile believers as well as jews
accepted the authority of the Old
Testament scriptures and would need a
true interpretation of them”. In seeking to
establish the latter point, Guthrie gives
helpful insights into the relevance of
Hebrews for Christians today. In other
words, this commentary gives guidance
at various points about the way in which
Hebrews could be expounded in
sermons and Bible studies.

Guthrie is clearly working on the Greek
text of Hebrews but carefully explains any
argument based on the Greek. He also
has a happy knack of condensing and
explaining simply various points of
scholarly debate about the theology of
Hebrews. However, this reviewer was
disappointed with the inadequate
explanation of the concept of perfection,
as it is applied to Christ (2:10, 5:9, 7:28)
and to believers (7:11,19, 9:9, 10:1,14,
11:40, 12:23). It is not true to say that “the
whole thrust of the argument in this
epistle is that man must strive for
perfection” (p. 164). Believers are
perfected as a result of the perfecting of
Christ.

Nevertheless, many readers will be
greatly assisted by Guthrie’s work and
will find themselves “carried on to
maturity” (6:1) by engaging themselves
with the argument of this important New
Testament “word of exhortation” (13:22).

David Peterson

Collected Writings of John
Murray

Vol. 3: Life; Sermons; Reviews

Banner of Truth, hardback, 389pp.

Price: $17.85

A recent article in the Banner Magazine
pointed to . I. Packer as the 20th
century's successor to B. B. Warfield. If
this is so, then the mantle of the Hodges
must surely have fallen upon the
shoulders of John Murray.

This is the third volume in a series of
four from a man who was a close
confidant to Machen and a contemporary
of van Til, E. ). Young, Stonehouse and
Kuiper.

The first third of the book consists of a
biography prepared by lain Murray. it tells
of John's birth and upbringing in the
remote Scottish Highlands. There is a
tender picture of the burly father
embracing Murray’s elder brother with
the words, “Goodbye, Tommy, I'll never
see you again.’ He was one of many
Scottish sons who died in France in
1914-18. The younger son John was later
posted missing, but returned, minus one
eye.

His wound did not deter him from
scholarship. Like many of his race, he
received intellectual stimulus in a Godly
home and after the war earned his MA.
He felt a pull to both mathematics and
theology, and chose the latter.

Murray, as is ideal for covenant
children, had known Christ since
childhood, but the trenches seemed to
put mettle into his spiritual life. His
colleagues and students in later life recall
not only his academic gifts but his piety.
His prayers gave the hearers an
“awesome sense of God'’s holiness and
man’s sinfulness and creaturehood,
combined with full assurance of His love
and grace!’

He went to Princeton and later looked
for a pastorate. However, he was destined
to teach theology and went to
Westminster in 1929. He would have been
welcome at Princeton but the split over
liberal theology had occurred and he
preferred the newer institution.

A lover of the Puritans, he was never
narrow in outlook. He recommended
their authors but not most of their
commentaries!

Possessed of a Celtic wit, his views on
Christian liberty and their expression put
him offside with many legalistic American

PART TIME ASSISTANT CLERGYMAN

Yagoona Parish is seeking the services of
a clergyman for 34 days per week to pastor
a branch church

House and car allowance provided
stipend pegotiable.

Ideal opportunity for energetic senior
clergyman to share in a vigourous team
ministry. Flexibility to minister in the ethos of
the inner western suburbs essential
For further information contact

Rev. Terry Dein
211 Auburm Road
Yagoona, NSW. 2199

REMOVALS
Small or Large
STORAGE-PACKING TAXI TRUCKS
Reasonable and Reliable
SMITH OWENS SERVICE
9 PIONEER AVE., THORNLEIGH
Phone: 84 6467
A/H: L. Owens 48 1539

Licence No. R 54495

PETERSON &
WHITEHOUSE
Painting and Paperhanging
Service
Small Repairs

1st class workmanship
Interior and exterior
All suburbs
Phone 78 8943
or 528 8186
(Sydney)

DREWS REMOVALS

Local, Country & Interstate

G. & C. DREW
PTY. LTD.

(Established 1946)

No connection in any way with firms of
similar name

68 Smiths Ave., Hurstville 2220

Telephone: 50 8366
After Hours: 726 7098

WOOD COFFILL
FUNERALS

Phones:
Metropolitan (All Branches) 80 0396
Katoomba 82 2411

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION
Bowral
Annesley-Westwood Guest
House

11 Aitken Road
Telephone (048) 61 2154
Gracious old building 6 acres park-like
grounds, close town, golf courses, own tennis
courts, new disabled facilities.

Moderate tariff, special rates for groups, may
also do own catering if required

CHILDREN'S SPEAKER
Available for

® Sunday Schools ® Training
® Puppetry Courses efc

GEOFF SIMPSON
(formenly Scripture Union)
(02) 607 4750

ORGANIST /PIANIST

St. Luke's Anglican Church
Liverpool is looking for the services of
an Organist to assist with the Sunday
morning services.

Such a person would become part
of a new and growing congregation.
We enjoy singing and learning new
hymns as well as many of the old
favourites.

Please contact the minister:

Rev. J. Ramsay,

P.O. Box 631,

Liverpool
or telephone 602 8026 for details
(Remuneration and travelling costs are
negotiable.)

Youth Ministry —
French’s Forest and
Belrose

Young man required, keen
enthusiastic self starter for active
and progressive youth ministry.
Apply L. A. Straw 451 1873

THE GOOD READ

Fundamentalists. His rule was the Word
of God and he trenchantly criticised
evangelicals who sought “to impose
standards of conduct and criteria of
holiness that have no warrant from
Scripture . . . this attitude of mind is
gravely wicked. It is an invasion upon our
God-given liberty bacause it is an
invasion upon the sufficiency of the law
of God, the perfect law of liberty!’

His sound theology was an antidote
not only for legalisms but for the
antinomianism which frequently recurs in
evangelical circles. In his opposition to
the legalistic “pietism” of
fundamentalism, he provided the strong
counter-balance of true piety and
spiritual devotion.

Despite a life confined mainly to the
ivy cloister, he could captivate children
and youth. In addition he laid down rules
for open-air preaching as practical for
today as they were then. “Go where the
people are and not where you hope they
will come . . . Nothing can draw and hold
so well and so surely in an open-air
service as the preaching of the Word in
the power of the Spirit . . . There are
successful ways of gathering a good
audience ..

Sought as a preacher, Murray was not a
popular communicator in the lecture hall.
Nevertheless he adorned both offices
and urged the need to press the gospel
upon all men without distinction: “If we
fail to present this offer with freedom and
spontaneity, with passion and urgency,
then we are not only doing dishonour to
Christ and His glory, but we are also
choking those who are the candidates of
saving faith”

His latter days were spent in the
highlands he loved, working on the farm,
preaching twice each Sunday to no more
than two dozen people, and visiting them
during the week. He married late in life.

Two thirds of the volume comprise
nineteen sermons, several addresses at
the Lord’s Table, and a selection of book
reviews published between 1939 and
1953,

The reviews are an object lesson in
themselves. They reflect theological
insight clearly expressed, and a charitable
heart in dealing with controversy.

Can this reviewer emulate his example?
Why not? For that matter, why not each
one of us who is called “to preach the
unsearchable richés of Christ”? Note: lain
and John Murray were not related.

Donald Howard

CLASSIFIE

ified advertisements may be left at the office or phoned
4 8349 up to noon 14 days before date of publication
Charge is $4.20 per column centimetre

[ ommnseicos |

NEWCASTLE; St. Andrews Mayfield (Church Street, off
Maitland Road) Sundays — Holy Communion 7 and 9.30
a.m., Evening Service 7.15 p.m. Visitors welcome. Rector
Paul Watkins

MELBOURNE: St. Jude's Carlton. Near city centre, onr. Lygon
and Palmerston Streets. Sundays 10 a.m. Holy Communion, 7
p.m. Evening Worship. Minister, Peter Adam. Visitors wel
come

COORPARCO: St. Stephen's, Brisbane, Cnr. Cavenish and
\atsworth Roads. Visitors welcome. 7.30 am and 9 am Holy
ven Rector: Rev. Ken Baker

Communion. 7 pm Sunday at §

l . Accommodation I

MANLY. Serviced rooms, casual or permanent. Cooking
facilities. H. R. Russell, 17 George St, Manly. Ph. 949 2506

Wanted

Irish B.C.P; Horton Davies, Worship & Theology in England,
Vol Il (1890-1850); the "Grey", “Orange” & “Green" Book
proposed BCP revisions of 1920s. Any reasonable price paid
J. Bunyan, PO Box 9, Chester Hill, 2162

FREE A

This service to readers is a form of free advertising. A person
wishing to buy or sell anything can place a free advertisement
of up to three lines

If the advertisement is successtul, the advertiser is asked to
pay The Church Record 10 per cent of the value of the saie
price, up to a maximum of $10 per advertisement.

The service is known as FREE AD and runs on an honour
system. The advertiser will be responsible for forwarding to
The Church Record office what is owing

Word Copies of “The Book of Common Praise”. Should be
in good order. St. Jude's Bowral (048) 61 1674

I Position Vacant ]

MARRIED COUPLE to live in, caring for up to six children.
Father to find outside employment, mother full-time paid
worker in our Buena Vista Child Care Programme. For further
details apply: District Manager, The United Protestant
Association, 211 March Street, Orange, N.SW. or Phone
(063) 62 7549,

FOR SALE CH. SPURGEON'S '‘The Treasury of the Old
Testament” in 4 Vols. Hard Cover nicely bound excellent
Cond. Printed 1951. Collector's item! $75 ono. Ph. (067)
851112

AUSTIN 1963 44 seater bus for sale. 3 months reg. Price
$4,500 negotiable. Contact G. Hunt 628 9769 after 3 p.m
weekdays

WURLITZER ELECT. PIANO-ORGAN, Strong frame, amp
outlets ideal Church Hall $700 (o.n.0) Phone 877 6520
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LETTERS

Who is Larry Crabb?

Dear Sir,

The report of an interview with john Webb
(ACR 12 Dec) raised a number of issues. First,
what is Biblical Counselling? Mr. Webb does
not make this clear.

Second, what gave Mr. Webb the idea that
his Master of Arts course in Biblical
Counselling at Grace Seminary is “comparable
to Th.Schol.”? Has Mr. Webb ever read the
Th.Schol syllabus? Did his course have such a
massive content on New Testament Greek and
Old Testament Septuagint?

Third, where and what is Grace Seminary?
Who is Larry Crabb? Are we going to have a
spate of clergy with only undergraduate Th.L's
going to USA and doing “Mickey Mouse”
courses to pick up Master of Arts or Doctorate
degrees? It wouid do Mr. Webb well to read
the pre-requisites and course requirements of
the Master of Arts in Counselling at Macquarie
University before he starts talking about his
eleven month “intensive program” as being a
Master of Arts degree.

There has been an upsurge of courses for
clergy in USA, clinical pastoral education being
one of them, which have a heavy emphasis on
soul-baring and soul-searching. This is fine for
those who like that sort of thing, but itis not
academic, and it is not the stuff of which
Masters and Doctoral degrees are made. One
would wonder where Dr. Larry Crabb got his
Doctorate. We need to be very careful lest
academic standards in Australia become
eroded like they have in America, by home
spun degrees which sound impressive, but are
not really worth the paper on which they are
inscribed

| think the interview with John Webb added
nothing to our understanding of the
professional training which should be
necessary before anyone can claim to be a
competent counsellor. There are clergy
making a handsome living out of free-range
counselling services provided for the public,
which on examination, indicate that the
entrepreneurial clergy conducting them have
nothing more than an odd collection of
American-type degrees and diplomas. If this is
what Biblical Counselling fosters, it is not for
me
Yours sincerely,

Benjamin Stewart

Crude Attack
Dear Sir,

In your editorial of 28th November
concerning ‘Marriage Contracts’ there is a
crude attack on an unnamed spokesman for
thie ‘Anglican Church’ who presumed to
venture a view expressed differently from the
way your writer would have preferred. | too
have reservations about the purported
comments of the unnamed spokesman, but |
have even stronger reservations about one
Christian addressing others in the simplistic
and arrogant way that the Australian Church
Record has done at least twice this year. Here
| refer not only to the editorial in question, but
also to the Record’s comment on the Holy
Communion Service in which a woman priest
assisted in Melbourne earlier this year.

Who are the anonymous spokespersons
responsible for the editorial comments in the
Australian Church Record anyway? Might we
hear a more gracious “independent
provocative evangelical voice’?

Yours faithfully,
David Powys (Rev)

“Merry Xmas”

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your “"Merry Xmas” editorial
with its expose of the anti-Christian-
discriminatory tactics of the N.SW. Anti-
Discrimination Board. | look forward to more
of the same as the atheistic policies on both
sides of the House gain momentum in both
Federal and State Parliaments.

Do | detect a slight movement in sympathy
towards the Fred Nile/Jim Cameron
“simplistic, jingoistic and old-fashioned . . . for
many Christians an embarrassment” (ACR Oct
31, p.4) stand in the public arena?

Many Christians are looking for leadership
in our Society and they need to understand
the implications of government policies. There
is no reason why believers in Jesus Christ
should not make use of their freedom, as
responsible members of this nation, to remind
our leaders that they too are answerable to
Almighty God

Yours sincerely,
David Fry

Dear Sir,

We have received a copy of your Christmas
editorial, entitled “Merry Xmas”, on the
subject of the Board's forthcoming report on
religious discrimination, as written up in the

Sydney Morning Herald, 30 November, 1983.
That article has given rise to some
misapprehensions among church bodies
about the possible consequences of extending
anti-discrimination legislation to cover
religion. One such misapprehension has been
concerned with the medical profession and
services offered by private doctors and public
hospitals. The Board's position is made clear in
a letter we sent to the Herald in December
(see attached copy).

Discrimination in employment is another
area of concern to religious groups for various
reasons, some of which are mentioned in your
editorial. These matters are complex, and the
Board early recognised that a blanket
proscription of religious discrimination in
employment was not the appropriate solution
to the needs and problems involved

The following four points summarise
proposals which will affect employers and
employees
It should be unlawful to discriminate on the
ground of religious belief or absence of
religious belief in employment.

. Religious belief includes religious practice
Religious practice should be
accommodated unless it would cause
undue hardship on an enterprise to do so
Religious belief may be a genuine
occupational qualification for a particular
position.

N
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It should be remembered that Section 56
already excepts from the Act those bodies
which have been established to propagate
religion

Further details concerning these proposals
will be found in our forthcoming report, now
in its final production stages. Your magazine
has been placed on our mailing list to receive
a copy on publication. Would you please send
us a copy of any further editorial comment,
articles or correspondence which are on the
subject of the Board? We are interested to
know the views of your readers.

Yours sincerely,

Irene Moss

for The President
Anti-Discrimination Board.

Dear Editor,
Sydney Morning Herald

i would like to clarify two points made by
Paola Totaro in an article entitled “Govt urged
to outlaw religious bias”, SMH, 30.11.83

The article, which discussed the NSW Anti-
Discrimination Board’s pending report
“Discrimination and Religious Conviction’
stated that the Board recommends
® Public hospitals ensure that services are not

restricted on religious grounds

The full sentence in the Board's Annual
Report 1982-83, from which this point derives,
states,

“We have recommended that public
hospitals should ensure that their services are
not restricted on religious grounds, with the
exception of those public hospitals which have
religious administration, which should give
prompt referrals to women who need services
they cannot provide for religious reasons’

The second point I wish to clarify states that
the Board recommends . . .
® Family planning services not be restricted or

refused to women because of health

professional’s religious views,

This point is regrettably ambiguous. The
Board's intention is not to force those health
professionals with religious views to act
against their beliefs. Instead we believe that
the NSW Departinent of Health should ensure
an adequate range of obstetrical and
gynaecological services is provided for women
in major population centres and in the
country, preferably within existing public
hospital facilities, with the exception of those
run by religious administrations

At the same time. While the Board does not
wish to restrict the religious beliefs of
practising health professionals, it does not
believe that those practitioners should impose
their religious beliefs on women who seek
obstetrical or gynaecological services in line
with their own beliefs, and where practitioners
are unable to provide the required services
they should ensure prompt referral to available
services as requested.

The report “Discrimination and Religious
Conviction” to be released in March 1984,
demonstrates that the Board holds a balanced
view on this issue. It reaffirms the right of
health professionals tc their religious views,
particularly those who have strong beliefs
about fertility and reproductive services and
supports their right to employment and
training in public hospital free from
harassment or compulsion to perform duties
which are contrary to their beliefs. When
religious conviction is made a ground under
the Anti-Discrimination Act, as the Board
recommends, it will ensure those rights are
protected by law.

Yours sincerely,

Carmel Niland

President
Anti-Discrimination Board

Doctor of Ministry

Dear Sir,

As a Christian academic | have been
interested of late to read of clergymen doing
Doctor of Ministry degrees from foundations
in USA.

This is a new innovation to my knowledge,
and | would like to know more about these
degrees and their status. It appears that one
can undertake this degree without a first
degree at University or CAE level, or with just
a Th.L. qualification. This must surely make
them suspect as a doctorate, but there might
be other factors which operate of which i am
unaware.

| wonder if this means that we are going to
have a situation where most clergy will
eventually be known as “Doctor” as they are
in the American Church scene. That would be
regrettable, as we already have masses of
medical graduates, dentists and veterinarians
who have adopted the honorary title of
“Doctor” to which they are not entitled
academically.

Maybe one of your readers could inform me
as to the content, status and entry
requirements for Doctor of Ministry degrees,
by which foundations the degrees are offered,
and whether they are open only to clergy. |
gather there is a theological faculty
somewhere in Sydney which is fostering these
degrees in USA, and | would be glad to know
more of them,

Yours sincerely,
(] Foster)

Festival of Light

Dear Sir,

“It being so serious, we could cry”. (Editorial
Oct. 31)

Having written a penetrating and most
commendably outspoken editorial alerting
Christians to the immediate danger of the
militant atheism of senior members of
government and deploring the situation where
‘a minority violently opposed to all forms of
religion has gained appointment to some of
the most influential positions of our country’,
you go on to denigrate the efforts of the one
body of Christians who have been ‘sounding
the alarm’ for ten years — namely the Festival
of Light

Far from ‘simplistic and jingoistic’ those who
attended the “For God, Queen & Country”
rally heard Dean Shilton call this city and state
back to God's standards of personal purity and
righteousness in government.

Dr. Clair Isbister “sounded the alarm” at the
devastating effects, observed and
documented, that the iniquitous Family Law
Act has had on the families and children of our
land. She asked why the Family Planning
Association should have received yet another
grant, this time $130,000 of taxpayers money, to
further its contribution to permissiveness
amongst teenagers by giving contraceptives to
all over 16 years who ask for them.

Rev. Fred Nile challenged Christians and
people of goodwill to give themselves, without
reserve to repel the enemy within — the
atheists and militant humanists in their
attempts to soc ially engineer our society to
their preconceived pattern

Itis time Christians ceased to be
embarrassed to take a public stand for God's
righteousness in government and legislation
The atheists and humanists feel no such
embarrassment.

A close look at the Christians’ early warning
system — the Festival of Light and their
submissions to government enquiries and
select committees, the research by expert
members into law, education, <hild abuse and
pornography and moral pollution and the
outspoken public statements — should make
most Christians say “Thank God for the
Festival of Light””! When the churches have
been silent on social issues, FO.L. has been
heard loud and clear,

As a postscript, “the Strange Silence”
(Editorial Oct 3rd) of the churches on Sunday
trading was shattered by Rev. Fred Nile on 29th
November in his forthright speech to the
Legislative Council. He reminded the
Parliament that Sunday is the Christian day of
rest and worship and is ordained by God as
such for our benefit. He voted against Sunday
Trading
Yours sincerely,

(Mrs.) Muriel R. O'Neill

Catholic Reaction

Dear Sir,

Re “Catholic Reaction” by Graeme Roberts
(ACR 12/12/83) 1 do feel for Graeme with all
the Luther literature which has been
disseminated this year. He may not realise that
living in a Protestant country where the Gospel
is preached, he does not see the excesses of

Roman Catholic countries, like South America
where Voodism is so widespread, his church
not only tolerates it, but follows Voodoo
initiation of a child with baptism and the Mass
Not that the church approves but they would
lose all their tlock if they did not tolerate this
devilish practice.

The gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ cannot
be compromised, but are we speaking about
the SAME Gospel? Graeme states that it “is
followed strictly to the church’s interpretation,
just as the Anglican church follows its own
interpretation”. Praise God, the Gospel needs
no interpretation. True, the Virgin Mary is
blessed through all generations, but
NOWHERE in the Bible is she to be a Mediator
between us and God. This was demonstrated
when, during the Crucifixion, the veil across
the HOLY of HOLIES was sent in twain. Why?
Because each one of us could enter the
Presence of God through Jesus Christ — and
on-one else — neither Popes nor priests, saints
nor angels, nor the Blessed Virgin Mary who is
in the same position as ourselves — of the
Adamic race in need of a Saviour. Indeed, in
the Magnificat, she says “My spirit hath
rejoiced in God my SAVIC JUR"

If Graeme read the Bible as he says the
church encourages, try it, bathe himself in it
and put out of his mind any interpretation
other than what God gives him, for the Holy
Spirit's work is to guide us into all Truth — not
fallible man. Graeme writes well and is
intelligent enough to read the Word of God
and listen for Him — Seek and you will find

Yours sincerely,
Phillis Creasey

Backwards not Forwards

Dear Sir,

It was most encouraging some issues ago to
read the report on the Reformation Rally in
Sydney. It took my mind back forty years to
1943 when Bishop Hilliard and | were the guest
speakers at the Rally. The Church Record
masthead for years caried the words
“Catholic, Evangelical, Protestant & Reformed.”
For over 100 years now it has been the voice
of Evangelical Anglicans throughout the land
May it ever be so!

There have been great gains over the past 40
years for which we can thank God. The Holy
Spirit has been at work in many
denominations, particularly the Roman
Catholic, and Protestant positions about the
Bible and worship in the common tongue
have been won in a way that seemed
inconceivable a generation ago. As much as it
might go against the grain of old conservatives
like myself, the 1977 Australian Prayer Book
has also been a great gain

There are some losses. Among them is the
distressing failure in many congregations to
build warm and accepting Christian fellowship
so that the pagan world sees a quality of loving
and caring unique to Christians. Another loss
is the widespread acceptance of strong drink
by Christians and Christian homes and the
failure of otir pulpits to teach the better
Christian way of abstinence from this gross
social evil in our society,

From my perspective there are three major
issues which we Anglicans face today and
which we must pursue, trusting God and using
all the energy and purpose that we have. First
we must seek every possible means to witness
to the pagan society in which we live.

Secondly, every Anglican must accept a
personal responsibility for building in his own
life and in his congregation that quality of
Christian life and expression that we reed to
be able to penetrate the pagan, strongholds
that are strengthening around us in Australia.

Finally, we Anglicans need to re-discover the
joy and pleasure of belonging to “the rock
from whence we were hewn.”

There is a creeping spirit of
undenominationalism abroad which could
weaken our Anglican witness and divide
brother against brother. We must resist such a
spirit and acknowledge and preserve our
Anglican heritage and pass it on with pride
and love, having done all in our power to add
to its influence for Christ at home and abroad

Yours sincerely,
Rex Meyer

Gospel Offer

Dear Sir,

The Rev. Neil Baker asks (A.C.R. 14th Nov.
p.11) for “just one verse of scripture which
says that Christ died to make possible the
salvation of all people”.

My experience of those to whom proof
verses on this subject (as with most subjects)
are submitted is that they “interpret” them to
support their own views varying over the
spectrum from calvinism to universalism and
to attack the “errors” of others, Were it not for
this | should be tempted to quote a very large
number of (to me) relevant verses, including 2
Corinth. 5; 14, 15 and 19 and John 3; 16 and 17,

Yours sincerely,
Ollera Clarke
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Joni Eareckson-Tadi to Visit

Australia

Many Australians have been blessed
through Joni Eareckson’s books and film
Next year they will have the opportunity
to see Joni Eareckson-Tadi in person.
Kevin Craik, Chairman of Christian Youth
Travel Association, sponsors of Joni’s visit,
has released the dates of the proposed
visit to enable her meetings to be
programmed into 1984 church calendars,

Joni will visit Brisbane, Sydney and

Melbourne with only one public rally in
each city. The dates are: Brisbane,
Saturday, August 25; Sydney, Friday,
August 31; and Melbourne, Thursday,
September 6 (this date may be brought
forward one day).

In addition to public meetings, Joni will
have a meeting in each city with ministers
and others with ministries to the
handicapped.

Randy Stonehill launches new

album

“Keep giving your life and ability over to God, ther. He will develop it as He sees fit)”

said Randy Stonehill, at the Australian launching of his latest album “Equator”, in Sydney,
Tuesday, December 6th.
He then continued to mix amongst the young people, doing what he likes best, meeting
people one-to-one,

It was a very special occasion, at the
CHRISTIAN MUSIC CENTRE in Sydney,
Tuesday, December 6th, when visiting
American Gospel singer, Randy Stonehill,
made a personal appearance. The
purpose of the event was the Australian
launching of his latest album
“EQUATOR”,

During his recent Australian Tour
several songs, from this album, were
included in the program. For the many
who came along to the Christian Music
Centre, here was the opportunity to meet
the artist in person.

The only thing not discussed was the
EQUATOR album itselft However, Randy
Stonehill made it clear, from the
beginning, that he was not interested in a
formal, stand-off presentation. He had
come to say, “Thank you”, to those
unofficial representatives of the
Australian young people, for the courtesy
and warmth of hospitality, extended to
him, during his Tour.

When asked why his music “is not
reaching the people who need to hear it
and be converted”, Randy answered that
he can generate interest and has to
appeal to a much broader audience than
any one particular group. However, David
Smallbone aiso explained, “Major secular
record shops have received copies of
Randy’s record albums, but unless there
is a turnover, with people constantly
requesting copies and buying them, no
company or shop will stock an item that
is not selling. It's up to people to request
them”

“Besides reaching an ‘outsider’, we also
need to encourage the Body of Christ,”
stated Randy Stonehill. “The very style of
the concerts means that Christians can
bring along their friends. You can be sure
that in any audience there will be those
who are ‘walking the fence’; those who
need encouragement and those who
already love the Lord!

Ramon Williams

MAINLY ABOUT PEOPLE

DIOCESE OF SYDNEY

Rev. P. C. Blake on 28th December, 1983
replaced Rev. G. R. Simmons as Director of
Chaplains with the Anglican Home Mission
Society. Mr. Blake will also become Chaplain of
Parklea Prison and will remain Senior Anglican
Prison Chaplain.

Rev. B. Roberts. B.C.A. Missioner. Zeehan,
Tasmania will take up position as NSW State
Secretary, BCA Society.

Rev. B. Parkins. Curate of Narrabeen has
become Curate-in-Charge of Provisional Parish
of Huskisson,

Rev. D. J. Ray. Chaplain Norfolk Island. has
accepted the position of Assistant Minister.
French’s Forest

Rev. K. Churchward will resign as Rector St
Andrew’s Summer Hill on 31st March to
become Rector. 5t. Paul’s Chatswood

Rev. M. L. Hamaty. Rector St. Mark’s Sylvania,
has accepted the position as Rector Christ
Church Springwood

Movements of Assistant Ministers:

Rev. P. Bassett. Balgowlah to Campbeiltown
Rev. ). Bales. South Sydney to CM.S

Rev. G. Nicholson, Panania to Liverpool
Rev. S, Lee. St. Paul’s Wahroonga to Chaplain
Trinity Grammar.

Rev. G. Lincoln. Ingleburn to Shellharbour
Rev. M. Eaton. Gladesville to Pymble.

Rev. P. Lockery. Earlwood to Lalor Park

Rev. C. Moroney. Pymble to Broadway

Rev. P. Stavery. Hurstville to Mt Druitt

Rev. P. Mitchell. Macquarie Fields to Dundas

DIOCESE OF ROCKHAMPTON

Rev. N. Forgie was commissioned as Minister
in-Charge of the Parish of Mount Morgan and
Chaplain with the Aboriginal and Islander
community in Rockhampton on December 14,
1983

DIOCESE OF BATHURST

Rev. D. Palmer became Director of
Communications in December

Sams Federal
Secretary to
serve again in
South America

The South American Missionary
Society has confirmed that the Rev. Greg
Blaxland and his wife, Judith, are to return
to service in South America after 11 years
on home base. Mr. Blaxland will retire
from his present position on 31st March,
1984,

The Anglican bishop of Venezuela has
accepted Greg and Judy Blaxland as
members of the growing SAMS team in
his diocese. They will join the Rev. Peter
and Mrs. Clifford of Sydney and Miss Joan
Ross of Melbourne.

Deacons K. Graham of Wellington and R.
Bowman of Cowra were ordained at St. John'’s
Cowra on November 26th, 1983,

Rev. E. Cross, Holy Trinity, Orange has retired,
Rev. A. Thomas was inducted to Holy Trinity
Orange on November 30, 1983

Rev. C. Freestone was inducted to Condoblin
on December 7th, 1983

Rev. . Mason was inducted to Rylstone/
Kandos on November 22nd, 1983.

DIOCESE OF THE MURRAY

Rev. A. Lewis is to be Rector, Penola in March,
1984. He has also been appointed a Canon of
the Diocese.

Rev. E. Renfrey will be leaving Kingston at the
end of January to become a chaplain in the
Royal Navy.

DIOCESE OF ARMIDALE

Rev. G. Carr was ordained Priest on 21st
December, 1983 and will become Rector,
Bundarra

DIOCESE OF ADELAIDE

Rev. P. R. S. Duckworth, Ouyen, Diocese of
Bendigo, is to be Asst. Minister, Parish of
Stirling from 27th January, 1984

DIOCESE OF PERTH

Cannon D. Davis was commissioned as the first
full time Chaplain to Princess Margaret
Hospital for Children, Perth on 9th December
1983

Rev. F. Armstrong has become Chaplain of the
Hollywood Repatriation Hospital

Rev. G. Beard is to be the full time Air Force
Chaplain at Pearce

Rev. K. Drayton has become the Archbishop’s
representative on the Council of Perth
College

Rev. G. Lane and Rev. B. Shattock were
ordained priests at Perth Cathedral on
November 30th, 1983

DIOCESE OF GIPPSLAND

Rev. C, Watts, formerly with BCA at South
Hedland is to be Rector, Warragul

Rev. C. Wellard is to be inducted as Rector of
the parish of Culcairn-Henty this month.

Rev. R. Dutton, formerly of Lake Cargelligo will
take up duty at Orange in the Diocese of
Bathurst in the near future

The Ordination of Deacons is to be held at 5t
Peter’s Church in Leeton on 24th February

1984 — Mr. H. Hockley to the parish of Griffith;
Mr. R. Mann to the parish of Leeton and final
arrangements have not yet been completed
for Mr. K. Farrelly

DIOCESE OF WILLOCHRA

Rev. J. Thompson was ordained as Priest on
December 17th in the Church of St. Peter and
St. Paul, Port Pirie

Rev. N. Forgie has moved to Mt Morgan,
Queensland to be part-time priest and part-
time chaplain to the Aboriginal and Islander
people of Rockhampton.

Two new Rectors were commissioned recently
— Rev. I. Bednall for the Cleve-Cowlle-Kimba
parish and the Rev. M. Sibly for the South
Yorke Peninsula parish.
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We are making a special offer to present
subscribers. For every three new subscribers
that you obtain for us you receive a free book.
You may choose your book from the list
below,

| Believe in Man — G. Carey
| Believe in Church Growth — E. Gibbs
| Believe in the Holy Spirit — M. Green
| Believe in Satan’s Downfall — M. Green
| Believe in the Creator — J. Heuston
| Believe in the Resurrection of Jesus
—G. E. Ladd
| Believe in the Historical Jesus
— 1. H. Marshall
| Believe in Revelation — L. Morris
| Believe in the Second Coming — S. Travis
I Believe in the Great Commission
— M. Warren
| Believe in Evangelism — D. Watson
| Believe in the Church — D. Watson

We have chosen the | Believe Series
because it is an important contribution to
evangelical literature. The Series was edited by
Michael Green and sought to make modern
scholarship on important issues available at a
level that the ordinary Christian could
understand. Sadly, the books have been too
expensive for most people — some of the
titles selling for almost $15. Some titles were
issued in cheaper editions. We are offering the
better quality edition to our readers.

What you have to do
1) Get your friends to subscribe
2) When they do, fill in the extra space on the
subscription form with your own name.
3) Send in the subscription forms with a year’s
payment.
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4) When you have three new subscribers (you
have up to 12 months to obtain them — you
do not have to send them all at once!) write to
us and tell us which title you wish to claim as
your free title

(Note: unfortunately this oifer only applies to
full subscriptions — theological students rates
are not included.)

An Example

One subscriber, immediately this offer was
made, found three members of her local
congregation who wanted to subscribe. She
has obtained her free book and donated it to
her Church library.

There are many people who are not
subscribers who might be interested if current
subscribers spoke to them about the Church
Record. Why not try in your local
congregation?

Newest Title

The last title to be released in the | BELIEVE
SERIES is ““I Believe in Satan’s Downfall”.
Written by the series editor, Michael Green, it
attempts to deal with the modern trend in
theology to disregard the idea of a personal
Satan. At the same time, however, there is an
increase in the interest of our age in the occult

Michael Green addresses himself to the
Biblical material about Satan and evil and, in
particular, to the guaranteed downfall of Satan.
Since Christians are continually engaged in a
spiritual warfare this book is of great
importance and we thoroughly recommend it.

You can obtain a copy FREE by introducing
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A Church marriage-guidance booklet
which has attracted publicity for its
apparent acceptance of pre-marital sex,
this week received the support of the
Mothers’ Union for its “realistic”” and
“positive” approach.

The booklet, Foreword to Marriage,

written by Canon Hugh Melinsky for the
General Synod's board for Social
Responsibility and published on Monday,
is designed for couples wanting to be
married in church. It replaces another
booklet, The Threshold of Marriage,
which has been in use for 50 years.

The aim of Foreward is to get couples

to consider why they want to be married
in church and to realise how big a step
this will be in their lives. Step-by-step

each point is made simply and clearly and
each short section ends with a question
inviting couples to question thier
motives.

All the fuss has been generated over

the paragraph headed The Honeymoon,
which says “For some couples this will be
a new experience on both sides. For
others, either husband or wife will
already have had sexual experience. For
some, there will have been full and free
experimentation for some time. Others
will have been living together already,
and so this experience is nothing new. Or
is it?”

No hint

With the media — and critics of the

booklet — widely pointing out that there
was no hint of moral disapproval over
such situations, the BSR moved quickly
“to correct the mistaken inference that is
being generally made from the passage
on the honeymoon .. "

The Board'’s chairman, the Right Rev.

Hugh Montefiore, Bishop of Birmirigham,
said in a statement: “In the passage which
is being quoted it is accepted that some
couples will have had sexual experience

(and may be living together) before
marriage.

“The Board agreed to the inclusion of
this passage, not because it believes that
pre-marital intercourse is a matter of
ihdifference, but because the pamphlet is

e
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MU defends
controversial
booklet as positive

written for those about to be married. It
starts from where many of them are and
is intended to help them for the future
rather than to make moral statements
about the past’

The Central President of the Mothers’
Union, Mrs. Hazel Treadgold, told the
Church Times that she thought the
booklet dealt with marriage and its aims
“In a very positive way inde=d” In many
places, she said, it put an emphasis on the
depth of commitment needed and
stressed time and time again that
marriage was a life-long relationship.

It gives extremely good answers as to
why marriage is necessary and addresses
a realistic situation which most priests
come in contact with,” she added.

“The Mothers’ Union obviously
believes in chasity before marriage and
fidelity within it. But the booklet does
emphasise the exclusiveness of marriage
in a very positive way, which is a good
thing’

Record missionary
interest at CM$
Summer School

Organisers of the annual Summer School
of the New South Wales Branch of the
Church Missionary Society held at
Katoomba from 7-13th january found
many reasons to be encouraged this year.

The main meetings were chaired by
Bishop Harry Goodhew of Wollongong
Attendance figures overall were excellent.
Over 1,000 adults attended the bible
studies in Acts given each morning by the
Rev. Gottfried Osei-Mensa, the Executive
Secretary of the Continuation Committee
of The Lausanne (‘{mgr('ss on World
Evangelisation.

The same high numbers stayed on for the
eleciive meetings which followed, to hear
from and question C.M.S. missionaries on
leave from many countries. Children
were catered for in separate programmes
at Blackheath

In the evening meetings the speaker was
Elizabeth Elliot (Mrs. Lars Gren) from
America — see Lesley Hick’s column this
issue. The convention auditorium was

Bishop Festo Kivengere and four
African colleagues to visit

Australia

Bishop Festo Kivengere

Ugandan Bishop Festo Kivengere, the -
East African Team Leader of African
Enterprise will visit Australia for four
weeks from February 19th to March 18th.

He will be accompanied by four of his
African Enterprise colleagues. They are:
Bishop Gresford Chitemo, Bishop of
Morogoro and Chairan of AE’s Aid and
Development Secretariat; Canon James
Katarikawe, AE’s Ugandan Team Leader;
Stephen Lungu, an evangelist with AE
Zimbabwe and Abiel Thipanyane, an
evangelist with AE South Africa.

The five Africans will participate in a
special ministry programme under the
title of ‘From Africa With Love’. They will
speak at meetings and services around
Australia.

Writing to Australian friends about the
visit, Bishop Kivengere said, "My
colleagues and | want to share with you
personally the joy and the blessings that
the Lord is giving us. We want to report
to you on our work and thank you most
sincerely for your support”.

Bishop Kivengere has visited Australia on
three previous occasions, but he is best
known for his visit in 1978 when he
launched a major appeal to assist
Ugandan Refugees.

Bishop Kivengere fled his homeland in
1977 after he and several other clergymen

..Braduati

Bishop Gresford Chitemo

registered a strong protest to President
Idi Amin concerning human rights
Following the presentation of the protest,
Archbishop Janani Luwum was arrested
and killed. Kivengere escaped across the
border with his wife, remaining out of the
country until Uganda was liberated from
the rule of Amin in 1979.

For his stand on freedom and human
rights in Africa, Bishop Kivengere
received the International Freedom Prize
in October 1977 in Oslo, Norway.
Bishop Gresford Chitemo is an Anglican
Bishop of Morogoro, Tanzania. He is on
the Board of African Enterprise Tanzania,
and is Chairman of the AE Aid and
Development Secretariat.

A farmer in his spare time, he enjoys
growing vegetables and fruits such as
guavas, paw-paws and mangoes.

He is concerned that people be able to
help themselves and be self-supporting
and encourages people to undertake
small scale projects in their own gardens,
such as growing produce, raising
chickens.

He loves to speak to young people, and
the latest news from Morogoro says they
are seeing conversions as never before.

He trained at Moore College, Sydney,
'Lv .1.95§l
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too small for the numbers ranging up to
1,300 and the overflow crowd was
accommodated in a marquee with video
screens. On several nights the usual
mountain fog settled over the site and
shutters had to be rolled down to keep it
out of the auditorium.

£

Gottfried Osei-Mensah

The Rev. Peter Dawson, Missionary
Personnel Secretary for CM.S. Australia,
said that 200 places could be filled by the
mission if the right people were trained
and ready. The society aims to have at
least 20 going each year to its training
centre, St. Andrew’s Hall, Melbourne. This
year there will be 20, the highest number
of for some time.

A record number of 70, mostly young
people, attended the Enquirers’ Meeting
held at the end of Summer School. This
may represent for some a first step
towards training for missionary service.
They may join the Philadelphia
Fellowship set up for those interested in
moving towards that goal.

Concern for
David Watson

The health of Canon David Watson, the
fifty-year-old evangelist who is suffering
from cancer, has further deteriorated and
is now giving much cause for concern, it
was announced recently.

Canon Watson, who is based at Holy
trinity, Brompton, preached at Evensong
in mid January. “But his condition has
subsequently deteriorated and is giving
cause for much concern,” says the
chairman of the Belfry Trustees who
guide and support him. He asked for
prayers for Canon Watson

Before coming to London in
September, 1982, Canon Watson was in
York for seventeen years, first as Vicar
and then as Rector of St. Michael-le-
Belfry. His admission to hospital early last
year for major abdominal surgery came
as “a great shock”; and since then he has
had to cancel many of his engagements.
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