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Luther film
compieted

The long-awaited film on Martin Luther
has been completed, reports Neues
Deutschland, the East German Party daily
The 26 June article stated that East
German television is to show the film in
five parts next November, during the
climax of the Luther celebrations

In a recent interview published in
Kirche im Sozialismus (The Church in
Socialism), a West German periodical
about church life in the GDR, Ulrich
Thein who played the part of Luther in
the film outlined some of the problems
encountered in filming and explained the
exhaustive preparatons he himself had to
make before acting the title role. Thein
confesses to be only a nominal Lutheran
who had, before 1981, only a man-in-the-
street’s knowledge of Luther’s life and
work, but with the advantage of starting
without prejudices, Thein undertook an
enormous amount of research to gain an
idea of the many-sided character of the
reformer

The film confines itself to the ten years
of Luther’s life from 1517 to 1527
Inevitably the problem of disentangling
fact from legend reared its head; much of
the latter has been excluded, though the
words, “Here | stand, | can do no other.
God help me! Amen!” have been kept,
despite scholarly doubts about their
authenticity

Ulrich Thein said in the interview that
he was in favour of the revised attitude to
Luther, and felt that the film put the
relationship between Luther and Thomas
Muntzer in the correct light. (Muntzer
was another reformer of the same period
who in 1525 actively supported the
peasants’ rebellion. He is a hero in GDR
history. Ed.) The film, Thein insisted, was
not a piece of propaganda or
instructional material, nor was it to be
thought of as an historical documentary.
It belongs to the GDR’s drama
department, and this is its proper place.

Keston College

ACC to
meet in
Nigeria

LONDON (ACC) — The Secretary General
of the Anglican Consultative Council, the
Rev. Dr. Samuel Van Culin, has
announced that the sixth meeting of the
Anglican Consultative Council will be
held in Nigeria, July 16-28, 1984.

The Council, set up by the Lambeth
Conference of 1968, brings together
Bishops, Clergy and lay persons from the
27 Provinces of the Anglican Communion
and the United Churches of the Indian
sub-continent

Its main tasks are: sharing information
between the churches and co-ordinating
common action; developing policies and
initiatives for world mission; co-
ordinating inter-Anglican ecumenical
work and sharing ecumenical
information; and promoting research and
inquiry. It has a permanent secretariat
based in London.

Previous meetings were held in Limuru
(Kenya) 1971; Dublin (Ireland) 1973;
Trinidad (1976); London, Ontario
(Canada) 1979; and Newcastle upon Tyne
(England) 1981

The Archbishop of Canterbury is
President of the Council. Chairman is Mr.
John G. Denton, OBE (Australia). Vice
Chairman is the Primus of Scotland, the
Most Rev. Alastair |. M. Haggart.

ew Australian Book Launched
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Artist and author, of the same book, had never met before book launching!
Artist, David Miller, and author, the Reverend David Hewetson, with some of the illustrations that make their book, “Christianity made

simple: Belief”, so visuaily different.

An exciting new book by David
Hewetson and David Miller was launched
by Bishop E. D. Cameron in Sydney on
July 15th. The book is part of a series
called Christianity Made Simple. Its title is
Belief.

Bishop Cameron launched the book
calling it “compelling viewing”, a
reference to the use of illustrations and
artwork as an integral part of the text. He
also said, “we will all be grateful to have
a book like this — there are very few
books around to compete with this one
— a unique presentation of Christian
truth” He added, “it communicates with
speed and ease’

David Hewetson is Rector of

Turramurra South in Sydney Diocese. A
former missionary he has written a
number of small books and booklets. He
described this as an extremely labour
intensive exercise. The original ideas
were developed between him and the
publisher, John Waterhouse of Albatross
Books. David then worked on the text.
After he and John were satisfied with it
the material was sent to Victoria where
David Miller began work on the
illustrations.

David Miller has worked in advertising
and now works independently from a
treetop studio at his home. The aim in the
artwork was, he said, “to find a visual
language for David’s words.” He did this
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by mixing styles — there are paper
sculptures, old engravings, photographs
and drawings.

The two Davids, although working so
closely in the production of the book did
not meet until the launching

The first print run is 16,000 copies. 5,000
will stay in Australia, 1,000 in New
Zealand and the rest will be released by
Lion Publishers in England. LV.P. will
publish the book in the U.S.A. next
month. A German edition is being
considered and other foreign language
editions are possibilities

A review of the book appears on
page 7.

Dean of Sydney announces evangelistic outreach

Writing in “Cathedral News” Dean Lance
Shilton says:

“I am very pleased to announce that as
a thanksgiving for the Restoration of the
Cathedral, an evangelistic outreach to the
City of Sydney is being arranged for
September 1985.

“Dr. Leighton Ford, Associate Evangelist
of the Billy Graham Organisation has
accepted the invitation of the
Archbishop, The Dean and the Chapter
to lead this Celebration. Canon John
Chapman, Director of the Diocesan
Department of Evangelism will also lead a
series on ‘How to Evangelise’ for all clergy
and other church members.

“The good will of other city churches
has already been expressed. It is hoped
that there will be a co-operative
involvement of all Diocesan
Departments, Church Schools and
Societies.

“The Cathedral, Sydney Square and the
new Entertainment Centre will be used
during the two and a half week
campaign.

“Further details will be known after my
meeting with Dr. Leighton Ford and the
Rev, Norman Pell at the International
Conference for Itinerant Evangelists in

Amsterdam during July. In the meantime
I would especially request your daily

Dr. Leighton Ford.

planning we will all be clearly guided by
the Spirit of God as we plan the details of
this venture of faith,

“Itis anticipated that the restoration
work on the Cathedral will be completed
by the end of 1985. The Celebration will

provide a clear indication of one of the
spiritual purposes for a Cathedral right in
the heart of the largest city in the nation
1985 is also the centenaty year of St.
Andrew’s Cathedral School. This will be
part of the total celebration”’

Leighton Ford recently conducted a
very successful Reachout Crusade in
Sydney’s Northern suburbs and has, over
the last few years, conducted a number
of campaigns throughout Australia.

The Reachout Programme developed
by Leighton Ford’s team was analysed in
the Australian Church Record (Sept. 20,
1982) and warmly commended.
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Canon Law and Gospel Freedom

In the tradition of the Church, canon law evolved as the best
instrument to not only maintain appropriate gospel order in church
affairs, but also to maintain freedom for gospel ministry.

FREEDOM AND GOSPEL MINISTRY

In the bible’s understanding, christian ministry is essentially the
ministry of the Word of Gad, and must therefore faithfully reflect the
characteristics of that Word. That is, it is a ministry, not of coercion,
but of persuasion wherein the Word of Gad is addressed directly to
the conscience of the believer calling him or her to live a life of
repentance and thus be conformed to the image of Christ.

This ministry is essentially direct, personal and bible-centred. As a
broad spectrum of scholars agree, the New Testament knows nothing
of our schema of bishops and archbishops, but is concerned with the
direct relationship between a local minister and the congregation in
his care. It is essential that that relationship be kept free, both from
ignorant and immoral ministers, and from interference with the direct
address of God’s Word by the faithful minister to the mind and heart
of his people. Freedom is essential to christian ministry, and in our
protestant, English tradition has always been especially preserved.

GOSPEL, DENOMINATION AND CANON LAW

Canon law, because it reflects commonly agreed rules of association,
and has built into it the notion of desuetude, is ideally suited ta
governing personal relationships. In general, personal relationships can
only be fostered by mutual agreement, and not by fixed statutes.
Canon law allows the law to evolve with relationships. It, by principle,
dies after a generation of non-use, and thus, again from principle,
allows church authorities to turn a Nelsonian blind-eye to behaviour
which, although entirely appropriate to current ministerial
relationships, may in fact break the existing (and temporary) rules.

The Church, by providentially given wisdom, has thus until recent
times retained canon law to express its corporate mind on how certain
relationships should function for the best promotion of the cause of

the gospel.

The church, as denomination, must be subservient to the interests
of the gospel and its ministry. Whether one thinks there is a “theology
of the denomination” or not, it is clear that when christian men and
women associate together in Christ’'s name, that Association, or
Denomination, must be subservient to the needs of ministry. It is a fair
comment, on the one hand, to say that a denomination or tradition
legitimately has a life and hence rules of its own. However, under the
umbrella of Christ and his Word, that life and its rules cannot be
allowed by christian people to knowingly cut across gospel freedom.

NOT “LAW”, BUT “EXHORTATION"

As our feature article has pointed out, the current revision of canon
law in Australia destroys the very notion of canon law as “living
agreement” which the church has built up through millenia. Because
of our state political system, fixed ordinances are needed to govern the
church’s use of property and trusts. For similar reasons, these statute-
like ordinances are also appropriate for governing things like election
of church officers, Synods, etc.

However, statute law is thoroughly inappropriate to govern those
personal relationships formed on and by the gospel. Rhetorically, it
may be asked are not the ten commandments and the prayer book
rubrics, and their diocesan machinery for implementation, sufficient
for christian relationships? Canon law, as such, would have allowed
any necessary additional rules to be drawn up from time to time in
response to special circumstances. But “canon law” in Australia is now
dying by the very process of its revision into statute-law.

With the pressing need in mind for freedom to exist to facilitate
gospel ministry, the ACR offers the following strong advice. Given that
any proposal is valid in itself, Synod should pass such canons as govern
either property or impersonal bureaucratic relationships. However, it
should not accede to such canons which at all govern personal and
pastoral relationships — e.g. as was the case last year on the remarriage
of divorcees,

To lock personal and pastoral relationships into timeless statutes
offers a serious corruption of freedom.

Instead, the Synod ought to proceed by “exhortation” when
difficulties in relationships are detected. “Resolutions” of Synod last
the life-time of the Synod. “Solemn resolutions” could be passed
indicating the Synod’s mind on contentious pastoral matters, not as
fixed-law, but as solemn guideiines.

On that basis, our bishops, who for reasons of ecclesiastical tradition
turn to the rule book first and the bible second when asked for advice,
could exhort, not coerce, the ministers in their care to appropriate
courses of action.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

MORE MYSTICISM

Dear Sir,

The Directors of Eremos Institute should and
could defend themselves against the adverse
editorial of 27 June

Imputed guilt by spuriously contrived
associations by an editorial ghostwriter is
hardly a basis for the judgement passed on
them

If this is a skeletal frame of the writer’s
thoughts, | anticipate with dismay the fleshing
out of the accisations. The odd juxtaposition
of godliness and spirituality, the lack of
reference to the Holy Spirit, the almost
externalised Christianity, the arbitrarily
constructed accusations and misconceptions
about religion, and the special pleading from
the Bible make this editorial a nonsense

The writer clearly has misgivings about
Eremos Institute and has the right to take issue
with it. But if he or she purports to declare the
truth of God on the matter he or she must
match it with integrity in the methods of
criticism and argument

Editorials are not platforms for individual
pencharyg and the Editorial Board must declare
its mind on the matter.

Rev. Dr. Peter Marshall,
Director, Zadok Ceritre,
Canberra

Dear Sir,

The report of the Fremos Institute as
published in ACR June 27 | view with alarm. It
seems to me there are two main errors running
through the report

The first is to look for God within ourselves,
among our “inner voices”, This aspect has
been more than ably dealt with in your
excellent editorial of the same issue. Even
though Ckrist dwells within the Christian by
His Holy Spirit, we are to look and pray to
Christ exalted in heaven (Hebrews 4:14-16)
The look is outward, upward and objective —
as distinct from the inward subjectivism of
mysticism

The second error is the willingness to accept
from all professing branches of Christianity
without any safeguards against doctrinal error
Roman Catholicism, Protestantism, Orthodoxy
are all accepted along with the findings of
psychology and sociology. Why not be
consistent and include the cults and other
world religions?

This is syncretism and a departure from
biblical Christianity. It weakens, if not
removes, the doctrinal fences and mixes truth
with error. It is this by-passing of doctrine that
is s0 serious and people are accepted on the
basis of their experience and insights. This is
contrary to scripture (Romans 16:17; 2 John 10,
11) and the history of the Christian Church,
which has drawn up its doctrinal confessions
contrasting truth against error. The 39 Articles
clearly do this

Practical expression of this outlook is being
given by the Eiemos Institute in a seminar it
has organised for August 4 in St. Andrew’s
House Auditorium, Sydney, when a Roman
Catholic bishop together with an Anglican
bishop and leader in the Uniting Church will
speak on “goals, strategies and priorities for
the local church in secular Australia today”

| find it ridiculous, not to mention offensive,
that we should be looking to a Roman
Catholic bishop to guide us in “goals,
strategies and priorities” when our churches
are at such variance on fundamentals of the
gospel and way of salvation. The confusion
and compromise in these modern days is,
indeed, alarming.

(Rev.) Maxwell Bonner

ACADEMIC PAGANISM

Dear Sir,

Although not unexpected in the rapidly
deteriorating political, legal and social
environment created in the main by academic
pagans, often aided and abetted by a
decadent and lifeless Christian church; the
High Court decision on the Dams issue now
puts Australia firmly on the road the Polish
people are now treading, the victims of
remote, remorseless and ineffective central
government. It is a victory for darkness and
depression of the human spirit, a natural
occurrence when government grows at the
expense of individual initiative and self
government, Itis a tragic irony that many of
those rejoicing over the High Court decision
are the product of academic paganism in
which the claims of God over the government
of man are not even considered. The body of
Christ is languishing in a very sickly state today
in the almost complete absence of any
application of the word of truth

Maj. Gen. H. N. Sargent quotes the Rev, P,
Goard in The Servant Nation on the
destructive nature of modern academic
paganism. “If one thing has been
demonstrated in the world of scholarship

above another, it is that men may be educated
away from Truth, as well as educated in the
Truth. If a man be educated away from the
truth, his departure from the truth will be in
proportion to his education. His departure
from the truth will be infinitely greater than
that of the simple-minded man

Self Government apd the right, and ability,
to use the environment io serve their needs
grew out of the Christian emphasis on
individual freedom. It established the
principles which took free men away from the
oppression of strong centralised government
with little or no taxation or interference by
government in the lives of citizens. The
“victory” of the Tasmanian Wilderness Society
will certainly take us into the wilderness which
results when power grows at the expense of
self government. As the political and academic
barbarians build their modern pagan society
we will learn again the hard lessions of history
The Polish, Russian and European peoples all
languishing under the jackboot of excessive
centralised government illustrate the truth of
Solzenitzen's prediction that we in the West
would have to experience the same excessive
use of government before we revolted. It has
been well said that people never learn from
history, they have to iearn the hard way

| take heart from what is happening in
Poland. There the Christian, no matter the
denomination, is being forced to recognise
evil for what it is. Australians as they go
through the same hell and purgatory will look
back on the High Court decision handed
down on July 1, 1983 as one of the blackest
days in Australia’s history, for it has robbed us
of the right to govern ourselves and has
established the form of a anti-Christian world
government over us

Yours faithfully
Fdward Rock

We are indebted to our readers for continuing
to send us their incisive and helpful letters.
However, for reasons of space we now request
that you keep correspondence to 250-300
words in length. Because editing of a personal
response presents itself to us as an
‘interfering’, and therefore slightly onerous
possibility, letters in excess of 300 words may
not be published, but returned to their
authors, Ed.

LONDON VISIT
Sir,

Visitors to London doing the Evangelical
round will notice a change. John Stott refers to
the Pope as a Christian leader (ARCIC Forward
1982). He is photographed with Dr. Robert
(Romanist) Runcie to commemorate the
Archbishop preaching at All Souls, less than six
months after the visit of the anti-Christ to
Britain, 1982, Sharing the platform at a Mass
Rally in London’s Hyde Park with papists
Mother Teresa and Malcolm Muggeridge this
June, and this The Reformation Anniversary
year, leads one to query if John Stott was at
Canterbury Cathedral May 29, 1982

St. Paul’s April church papers decorated with
bouncing bunnies and Easter eggs. Out, the
RV., BC.P, and traditional Anglican Hymn
Books. In, the NIV, cards for M.P,, E.P., H.
and Michael Baughen's controversial Hymns
for Today's Church, Out at All Souls the B.C.P.
AND Anglican Hymn Book. In the Alternative
Services Book “part of the continuing
Romeward trend in the C. of E” (Churchman's
Magazine, Jan/Feb 1982) and Michael
Baughen’s Hymn Book. So out in both
churches The 39 Articles

Rector George Cassidy and St. Paul’s former
Rector Michael Baughen and Rector Dick
Lucas and St. Helen's congregations
"fellowship” with the Bishop of L ondon, who,
in September 1982 led 200 pilgrims to worship
at an RC. shrine at Lourdes. Superior-general
of the Society of Mary, the Bishop's Rule of Life
includes “special devotions as the Angelus, the
Rosary, and Anthems of our Lady pray for
Departed Members of the Society and offer
Mass for them”

For 30 years Minister of Westminster Chapel,
the late Dr. D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones said,
“Popery is emphatically anti-Christian; it is the
adversary of Christ which condemns, as a
damnable heresy, the way of salvation through
faith!” Thus ‘vhen opportunity arose for
Westminster Chapel to make a stand against
the tour of the man-of-sin, the congregation
“opted out”. Their slogan, “dor/'t attend, don’t
offend”. Following the “leader”, their church
noticeboard advertises John Stott’s London
Institute

Christians must be alerted to pray to
Almighty God that in His mercy, He will keep
Australia Protestant. The satanic ecumenical
movement leads to Rome and hell, where
there is no Bible, no gospel and no Salvation
by Grace through Faith,

Dorothy Witford.

MOORE WITHDRAWAL

Dear Sir,

One reads most thankfully of the decision of
Moore College to stand on firm principles on
the matter of the establishment of the Sydney

Letters continued on Page 4

Canon Law in Australia

The Canon Law Comnvission of the Australian General Synod has appointed a sub-
committee to formulate canons to replace those created by English Canons of 1604, In
the Sydney Diocesan Synod last year, a legal committee was appointed to report to the
next synod on its views of the applicability of the 1604 canons.

What is Canon Law, and how
should it be regarded?
England versus Australia

Fifteen years ago in England the canon
law was revised and updated. It may have
been this that sparked the idea to do
likewise in Australia. However, the
situations are very different because
canon law in England forms part of the
legislature: “It applies with the force of
law”’, states an 1868 House of Lords
decision

In Australia it has not that status. Canon
law is treated as “ecclesiastical custom
that is law inherited from England but not
enforceable as law here, which is by
custom still observed and which
ordinance has not replaced

To give the whole body of canon law
the force of statute or common law, as
some do, is a confusion of ¢ ategories
Canons are the explication of agreed
customs by which christians have
governed themselves. In modern times,
with the churches ownership of property,
and under the English (and Australian)
system where all property is finally
invested in the State through Parliament
it has been necessary for the Church to
have a second strand of law which falls
under the umbrella of parliamentary, or
common law making. Thus, in N.SW. the
Parliament has been persuaded to
empower the Church’s Synod to legislate
for the church by ordinances. These
ordinances primarily, although not
exclusively, deal with matters of property
and trusts and have the force of “statute”
law

But the older form of church
government by agreed custom explicated
in canons still persists alongside of and
separate from this newer “statute’ law of
ordinances. “Statute” style law must be
repealed for it no longer to apply. Canon
law as such need only fall into desuetude

“Disuse” Rule

Canon law ceases to be binding when
it has been regularly disregarded over a
period of 40 yeurs. This entails more than
mere non-use: a canon loses its validity
where a contrary custom is established
with the tacit approval of the church’s
authorities, For example, one canon
forbids clergy wearing weapons or
serving in war; but as clergy did in both
world wars, the canon is seen as falling
into desuetude.

A canon once fallen into desuetude
cannot be revived. It must be reinacted.
For example, the first general council of
Nicea forbade the migration of bishops
and clergy from city to city. But there was
constant migration from parish to parish
and diocese to diocese. The canon was
ignored, but never repealed. Thus when
the same prohibition was sought to be
reintroduced it was by a similar canon in
the fourth General Council.

Canon law comprises laws made by the
church and by the English parliament
over the centuries, affecting the church.
The English Parliament has jurisdiction
over ecclesiastical matters which is not
paralleled in Australia. Many canons were
codified in 1604: In fact 141 were passed,
dealing with wide range issues from
clergy dress to parents being required to
cause their children to come to
catechism every Sunday. It is this body of
canon law which is the subject of present
discussion

But civil courts will not hear a claim
seeking to enforce a member of the
clergy to keep a canon law unless it
involves the misuse of property held by
trust. Such a claim must be heard by a
diocesan tribunal.

Why Look at it Now

“Itis a question of lawyers wanting to
tidy up the law — to codify it as was done
in England,” comments one clergyman.

Canon law is becoming less and less
significant, as ordinances overrule it. For
example, canons on divorce are
superseded by ordinances in the various
dioceses on the subject. Requirements as
to clerical garments to be worn at
services are modified by ordinance.

But it would be unwise to abolish all
canon law, as there is no certainty that a
code has embodied all of it

The sub-committee of the Canon Law
Commission is researching how much of
the 1604 canons should be brought into
a new canon law code, in the hope of
introducing uniform canon law
throughout the Anglican Church in
Australia

Once the canons are codified and
adopted by ordinance, they form part of
the delegated legislature and the
desuetude rule ceases to apply

Possible Misunderstanding

That is, they will no longer be “canon
law” in the usual understanding of it. The
title Australian Canon Law revision is an
unhappy one. Current proposals do not
revise this older strand of Australian
church law, but transform it into “statute’
or ordinance style law. Some clergy could
be misled into thinking that this older
form of (customary) law is just being
refurbished, and under the
misunderstanding that the desuetude rule
will continue to apply, endorse it as
expressing a convenient agreement or
custom for the time being. Whereas in
reality they are locking the church into
essentially “timeless” statutes that are not
able to merely lapse, but need to
undergo the onerous and difficult
process of repeal. If that seems an

overstatement concerning repeal, reflect

on the enormous difficulties our modern
and full-time State has with outmoded
legislation — especially with respect to
the Companies Act, taxation, etc.!

However, such a code does not take
effect in a diocese unless adopted by the
synod of that diocese; each diocese is at
liberty to accept or modify it

Itis a good thing to look at the
canons. But to what extent this exercise
will affect our way of thinking is another
matter.”

Too Heavy a Bind

To some, this emphasis on the canon
law is of great concern

‘From the earliest days, canons were
like rules of association of christians
When it ceased its function it lapsed and
new rules superseded it. To now repeal
those considered inappropriate is to treat
the whole body of canon law as having
the force of statute,” said one minister

Many clergy consider that canon law is
not, and never has been binding. Bishops
have from time to time wanted it so but
not synods

Take the current issue of remarrying
divorcees. The canon law states clearly
that they may not remarry. But laws in the
form of civil statutes, for example the
family law act, have allowed remarriages
By consent dngllt an ministers conduct
remarriages, each minister having the
right to determine in each case whether
or not to conduct a service. The bishop
may state his wish in each matter but not
give a directive. The canon has therefore
fallen into desuetide,

Now it is desired to repeal the canon,
and make another, treating both as if they
had the status of law.

The new canon states that the final
veto in a remarriage case lies with the
bishop. The aim of the canon is to bring
uniformity of practice in this area.
However, it raises two pastoral problems.
One, how can an outsider, not knowing
the individual couple seeing marriage,
make a decision according to arbitrary
rules as to whom a minister can marry?

New Canon and Gospel

Two, it interferes with the gospel. The
parish minister is an agent of God's
message of reconciliation — not with a
previous partner but with God himself
Now, instead of the opportunity of
discussing this and the gospel’s message
about remarriage, the minister will be
refusing the couple simply on the basis of
a regulation

The second issue is that of a bishop's
right over the parish minister. Are we
saying that the 1604 canons regulate the

relationship between bishop and minister
today? This attitude means that the
Roman Catholic canons bind us except
insofar as those of 1604 repealed them
We will be bound to rules no longer
appropriate; for example of specific dress
requirements and behaviour: of coloured
stockings and prohibition from public ale
houses

The Archbishop wants uniformity, and
an area of ministry for himself, He sees

himself as head and administrator and
therefore as joint minister with all parish
ministers. But the feeling at rural deanery
meetings appears to be an overwhelming
rejection of what is seen by the clergy as
‘interference’

T'he new moves are seen by some as
being legalistic: the centralising of
authority in Church House. Perhaps the
cost of good government may be
excessive control

Preachers talk too long

Recently a radio station in New South
Wales made a request for “30 second
religious spots”, so as to fulfil its religious
content obligation, for the renewal of its
licence. The results showed that most
‘religious content spots” go much longer

An announcer commented, “If only
those who try to present the Gospel
could say something worth saying, with
an interesting general application to
everyday life, within 30 seconds, we
could use as many spots as could be
supplied!”

This also, apparently, applies to many
other commercial radio stations. The lack
of such succinct, meaningful messages is
why many will not broadcast over
zealous preachers

Radio station 2HD Newcastle was able
to use spots, prepared by evangelist Bill
Newman. These were meant to be played
in areas where a Crusade was being
planned. Such was the shortage of this
type of material that most of Bill

Rujina is a member of the
Luo community in Western
Kenya. She and her husband
and her four children worked

community water supply.
T'he same powerful parasites

four of her children. Or the
whole community.
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This silent woman is
screaming for help.

hard just to stay alive. Then her
husband was killed by a deadly
parasite which he got from the

could have killed any one, or all

African Inland Church answered |
the call of Rujina and her fellow
9,000 Luo people. Today there’s a 90,000 litre (20,000 gallon)
water tank, plus a greatly improving standard of community
health and economic self-sufficiency.

This is what makes World Vision’s Project Partners
special. It’s a partnership between caring Australians, the
Christian Church and a needy community.

Will you help, by being a partner
in a project like this?

Partners in self-help projects world-wide
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) organization reaching out to a

Newman's tapes were used, at an average
of one per hour!

Enquiries revealed a selection had been
made, at one time, by Sydney’s Christian
FM Station, 2CBA-FM. “We had to
discontinue,” explained the founder of
the work, the Reverend Vernon Turner,
“because nobody could afford the cost
of preparation and forwarding

The commercial stations were using
the programs, as a community service,
and at their expense. They could not be
expected to also pay for the postage of
such tapes, yet neither could 2CBA-FM

Hobart's 7HFC-FM station has been
considering such a need for some time
The professionally qualified staff there is
now investigating such a demand, in
more detail

What car; you say in 30 seconds? Quite
a lot — especially if it could mean a step
towards eternity for someone

Ramon Williams

WORLD | VISION

Project Partners

$90 half-yearly, l

$15 monthly, [ $45 quarterly,
Asia, [ Africa, [ Latin America
to help

Gifts $2 or more are tax deductible

WORLD VISION
Project Parmers

GPO BOX 9944, IN YOUR CAPITAL CITY
P03.181

rting

.-----.----------‘
v id

Registered office. World Vision

Australia (incorporated in Victona), 161 Sturt Stre

south Melbourne, Vi
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Letters to Editor continued

College of Divinity and to withdraw its support
when the delineation of the function of the
S.C.D. ceased to reflect the unity of purpose
agreed upon

There are some who would say that Moore
should have persisted with membership in the
hope of influencing future decisions. These
are subjective sentiments which refuse to
grasp the nettle of politely but firmly
reminding others that there are standards and
absolutes which do not shift according to a
vote and which, in spite of a lack of
concensus, are nonetheless right. Withdrawal
strongly emphasises that lack of compromise.

One could only pray most fervently that
such a stand would now be adopted by the
Anglican Communion as regards the World
Council of Churches; that we, as do Moore,
“see it as a matier of great conscience that
impinges on all that the (Church) represents

Yours sincerely,
Alec F. Jones.

Dear Sir

There has been much talk about a second
language for Australia, but do we know the
wonders of our own language and its amazing
affinity to the ancient Hebrew language and
mode of thought? Did God plan it this way?
All over the world, English is being increasingly
taught — not because they like the language,
but it is becoming essential for trading and
science. The American “Time"” recently
published an article “English, English all the
Way". Could it be that God is preparing for his
missionaries a universal opening for the
spreading of His Word — through the means
of one language

As we all know, William Tyndale made the
first discovery of the similarity of English with
Hebrew. “The properties of the Hebrew
tongue agreeth a thousand times more with
the English than with the Latin. The manner of
speaking is both one, so that in a thousand
places thou needest not but to translate it into
English word for word.”

Foreign language students know that a
considerable rearrangement of words and
phrases are needed to obtain an intelligible
sentence in English with the correct meaning.
Yet this difficulty is not present when
translating Hebrew into English. Prof. |
Courtenay James, M.A,, B.D., Ph.D., writes

“There is a close affinity between the English
and Hebrew processes of thought, and
illustrations of this affinity may be found in the
Old English, Welsh and Gaelic forms of
thought expression. . . the Hebrew language,
including its poetry, can be translated into
English with wonderful accuracy.”

But what is the significance of all this to us?
It means we can read our Bible with
confidence knowing we do not hold in our
hands a mere translation, but a perfect
reproduction of the thoughts, idioms and
intention of the original Hebrew. Thus, apart
from symbolic visions and Parables which are
always stated as such, we can read the Bible as
we read any other book, knowing it means
exactly what it says, as we ordinarily gather
from the English used. It is reasonable
therefore to assume that it does not need
exotic interpretation but may be taken as it
stands, Is it possible that “experts” have
created difficulties which do not exist, or
turned it into' some phantasmagoria which few
can grasp, thus obscuring the light from the
ordinary reader?

Yours sincerely,
Phyllis Creasey

They are selling
Bibles on the
street in
Poland

POLAND (WENS) — In Poland the last
three years have seen the most significant
move of God in any east European
country since the communists came to
power in this part of Europe. Never have
we seen anything like it, nor have there
ever been such numbers of Bibles thrust
into any East European country in such a
short period of time. It is impossible to
know the exact number because there is
no central clearing house for literature
distribution figures for Eastern Europe,
but we estimate that it is close to one
million Bibles into Poland in the last three
years. This is bound to have a profound
effect upon the nation.

EWN
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CHARLTON YOUTH CARE
PARISH WELFARE PROGRAMMES
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PARRAMATTA YOUTH CENTRE
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Anglican Home Mission Society
P.0O. Box Q137, Queen Victoria Buildings
Sydney, NSW. 2000

My gift to help serve the needy and
share the Gospel is indicated below
Lszso ]moo lsso I$25 Tsm l
Name

Address
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SYDNEY DIOCESE:

our mission field...

There is no area of our Diocese without need — family
breakdown, loneliness, age and ill-health, unemployment, alcohol
and drug addiction — to name but a few. Christians cannot ignore
these claims on our compassion and responsibility to be involved
But no Christian can hope to deal with them all as an individual
So, on your behalf, the Home Mission
many hundreds of people every day, not only with practical care
but with the Good News about Jesus Christ

How we do it is outlined below and to keep doing it we need
your support. Please pray that the Lord will continue to provide
people and money adequate to the huge task today's society Is

Society reaches out to

Administration " mm

IN HOSF’IYALS

IN CORRECTIVE
INSTITUTIONS

IN YOUTH & COMMUNITY
SERVICES INSTITUTIONS
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SERVICE
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DAY CARE
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My cheque for this amount as ticked is
enclosed OR please charge my Bankcard

vofdslsl (1] (T (TTT L]

Signed
Minimurm Bankcard donation $10

Postcode

Please tick O if receipt is not required. Donations are tax-deductible

Billy Graham gives his final adress.

At “AMSTERDAM 83" the following statement was made:

“During the final service on Wednesday evening we will have an opportunity to
declare our common commitment to Jesus Christ and to His calling to us as
evangelists. | urge you to study these statements carefully, and invite you to join
with us in making these affirmations,” said Billy Graham.

““We, more than 4,000 evangelists
assembled in Amsterdam, from over 130
countries, for the INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE FOR ITINERANT
EVANGELISTS, give thanks to God for the
outpouring of His Spirit upon us as we
have gathered in the name of Jesus. The
Lord Himself has been in our midst to
instruct us by His servants, to refresh us
by His Spirit, and to revive us by His
Word.

Before the Lord and one another, we
affirm to the Church and to the world our
ministry of evangelism

1. We confess Jesus Christ as God, our
Lord and Saviour, Who is revealed in the
Bible, which is the infallible Word of God.

2. We affirm our commitment to the
great commission of our Lord, and we
declare our willingness to go anywhere,
do anything, and sacrifice anything God
requires of us in the fulfilment of that
commission.

3. We respond to God's call to the
Biblical ministry of the evangelist, and
accept our solemn responsibility to
preach the word, to all peoples, as God
gives opportunity.

4. God loves every human being, who
apart from faith in Christ, is under God's
judgment and destined for hell.

5. The heart of the Biblical message is
the Good News of God’s salvation, which
comes by grace alone, through faith in
the risen Lord Jesus Christ and His
atoning death on the cross for our sins.

6. In our proclamation of the Gospel we
recognize the urgency of calling all to a
decision to follow Jesus Christ as Lord
and Saviour, and to do so lovingly and
without coercion or manipulation.

7. We need and desire to be filled and
controlled by the Holy Spirit as we bear
witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
because God alone can turn sinners from
their sin and bring them to everlasting
life.

8. We acknowledge our obligation, as
servants of God, to lead lives of Holiness
and moral purity, knowing that we
exemplify Christ to the Church and to the
world.

9. A life of regular and faithful prayer
and Bible study is essential to our
personal spiritual growth, and to our
power for ministry.

10. We will be faithful stewards of all that
God gives us, and will be accountable to
others in the finances of our ministry, and
honest in reporting our statistics.

Continued next page

assist the Manager.

Friday, afternoons only).

Initial enquiries should be mace to:

SALES PERSON

IMPACT BOOKS LTD. is seeking the services of an experienced salesperson to
Knowledge of Christian books in general and theological books in particular is a

must. Applicants must be committed Christians.

Initial appointment will be on a part-time basis (20 hours per week, Monday to

Excellent conditions and salary will be provided for the right person.

The Bursar,
Moore Theological College,
1 King Street,
NEWTOWN

519 2328
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Christians have always had before them
Jesus’ own mandate to see Him in the
weakest and neediest of our neighbours
In showing them love-in-action, we love
Him — that's how, according to Jesus’
striking teaching on the final judgment,
He will distinguish between His sheep —
those who really belong to Him — and
the goats who never knew Him at all
(Matt. 25:31-46).

The quality of a whole society can be
measured by its care, or lack of it, for its
most helpless and vulnerable members.
Hitler's Germany devised a policy of
eliminating from the Nazi Fatherland its
“useless eaters’”” — the incurably ill, the
mentally and physically handicapped,
and senile and helpless aged folk — a fact
which is far less generally known about
that regime than their equally abhorrent
Jewish holocaust

Valley of Love

There's an extraordinary little book
about the battle waged against this policy
by one Christian community called
Bethel, established especially for severe
epileptics. The story is told as the
biography of one of its patients, a boy
called Gunther, whose physical
handicaps were so severe that he was
judged a speechless imbecile, but who, in
the loving atmosphere of the Bethe
village, developed not only intelligent
speech and a lurching walk, but a
spiritual sensitivity which gave him a
ministry to the whole community. The

book is Valley of Love, by Edna Hong
(Kingsway Publications, 1978). it is simple
enough to be read by children of about
ten upwards, but profoundly moving and
thought-provoking to adults as well.

The Dying

These thoughts are prompted by a fine
set of three articles by Graham Williams
in the Sydney Morning Herald on July 19,
20, 21 on the care of the dying — the
hospice concept. Williams wrote mainly
of the ministry of the Mount Carmel
Palliative Care Unit, both to resident
patients and, by its support services,
enabling terminally ill patients, where
appropriate, to be cared for in their own
homes. It is run by Roman Catholics, but
Anglicans also are involved in hospice-
type care at hospitals such as Neringah at
Wahroonga.

Williams’ articles stressed the
community’s urgent need of more of
these kinds of services for the dying, both
for their sake and to ease the burden on
those closest to them

The high staff-patient ratio needed to
implement round-the-clock in-patient
ministry to people nearing death is
expensive, of course, but even the NSW
Health Minister, Mr. Brereton, in his zeal
for cost-cutting, should recognise the
savings in keeping more people out of
hospitals and nursing homes as long as
possible by encouraging and funding
more home-care services, both voluntary
and professional, by which the old and

Caring for the
neediest

frail can stay at home where they
generally long to be.

The Intellectually Handicapped

The Richmond Report on policies for
the psychiatrically ill and
developmentally disabled has caused
some controversy since it was released
last March. The main thrust of its
recommendations on care for the second
group, the intellectually handicapped,
both children and adults, is that it should
be community-based, either residentially
in small units, or, again with much
support, in their own homes. Though
back-up hospital care will of course be
needed, giant remote institutions where
patients are kept out of sight and mind
will be phased out.

The main objections have come from
nurses fearful of losing their jobs and
from families fearful of being once more
burdened beyond endurance, but much
could be said in favour of these
recommendations; contrary to the
nurses’ fears, it may well prove more, not
less, labour-intensive and expensive than
to maintain larger institutions. In general
it seems a more humane response to the
needs of the handicapped and their
families, and one which Christians should
encourage the NSW Government to
adopt

The Clowns of God

Thinking of the mentally handicapped
reminds me of Morris West's latest novel,

Lesley Hicks

one | found powerful and beautifully
written. Like The Shoes of the Fisherman,
The Clowns of God (Hodder, 1981,
hardback) is about a pope. Pope Gregory
XVl is a saintly, popular figure who is
suddenly forced by Vatican officials to
abdicate, ostensibly on the grounds of ill-
health. In fact, he has claimed a prophetic
revelation of the impending end of the
world and the return of Christ. A
Frenchman, he resumes private life,
under surveillance in an acutely
dangerous world on the brink of nuclear
war.

Symbolic of the survival of Christ-like
and humane values in this evil, cynical
environment are the “clowns” of the
book’s title — the handicapped ones
especially one little mongol girl who
clings affectionately to Jean Marie, the ex-
pope, in one significant encounter. At the
end of the book, the returned Christ says
that her eternal innocence is a gift. “To
you she looks imperfect, but to me she is
flawless . . . She will never offend me, as
all of vou have done. She will never
pervert or destroy the work of my
Father's hands. She is necessary to you
She will evoke the kindness that will keep
you human She will remind you every
day that | am who | am, that my ways are
not yours, and that the smallest dust
mote whirled in darkest space does not
fall out of my hand. This little one is my
sign to you. Treasure her!”

Note: | hope to pick up other strands of
this theme in my next column

Amsterdam continued

11. Our families are a responsibility given
to us by God, and are a sacred trust to be
kept as faithfully as our call to minister to
others.

12. We are responsible to the Church,
and will endeavour always to conduct
our ministries so as to build up the local
Body of believers and serve the Church at
large

13. We are responsible to arrange for the
spiritual care of those who come to faith
under our ministry, to encourage them to
identify with the local Body of believers,
and seek to provide for the instruction of
believers in witnessing to the Gospel.

14. We share Christ's deep concern for
the personal and social sufferings of
humanity, and we accept our
responsibility as Christians and as
evangelists, to do our utmost to alleviate
human need.

15. We beseech the Body of Christ to
join with us in prayer and work for peace
in our world, for revival and a renewed
dedication to the Biblical priority of
evangelism in the Church, and for the
oneness of believers in Christ, for the
fulfilment of the great commission, until

Christ returns.”
Owen Salter,
? Amsterdam.

Drought conditions worsen in Africa

Drought conditions across Africa
continue to worsen, with 19 black African
nations now being monitored by the
United Nations for food needs

The affected countries sweep in an
enormous arc from Mauritania on the
Atlantic coast in the West, to Somalia on
the Indian Ocean in the East, and down
into South Africa.

In Ghana, the National Emergency
Relief Committee has extended its
appeals for aid to local agencies that may
be able to help. “An appeal has been
made to governments and organizations
for aid,” stated the request received by
SIM. “Any external assistance from our
friends will be welcome. The appeal is
therefore being extended to your
organization for any food aid it will be
kind enough to offer”

Similar requests have been received by
SIM in Ethiopia, where many people have
fled their homes in search of food. This
has created an urgent need for shelter
and medicine, the Chief Commissioner of
the Relief and Rehabilitation Commission
explained during an appeal for 330,000
tons of foodstuffs. In Eritrea, 600,000
people are affected and malnutrition is
taking a heavy toll.

SIM is also preparing to aid in southern

Bolivian reactions

The World Home Bible League has
supplied New Testaments to successive
governments of Bolivia over the past
years. Yet another 100,000 will be shipped
in May. These New Testaments will go not
only into classrooms but will partly be
distributed among the military forces of
Bolivia. A teacher from Bolivia recently
wrote: “The New Testaments are proving

to be a great blessing to the students, |
am writing because not only are the New
Testaments you are furnishing for our
schools a blessing to the students, but
the reading and studying of one of your
Testaments has led to a change in my
heart and life. We express many thanks to
the Bible League.”

Bill Worner Pty.Ltd.

Mittagong
phone (048) 711044
MAZDA and Volkswagens — Sales and Services

Sudan, where food shortages are
threatening

Crop failures in Zambia, Mozambique
Zimbabwe, and Botswana are severe,
with almost half of Zimbabwe's 75
million people in need of aid. In South
Africa, where the drought is described as
the worst in 200 years, the tribal
homeland of Bophuthatswana has
ordered the army to shoot 60,000
donkeys in a bid tc preserve grazing land
for cattle

DREWS REMOVALS

Local, Country & Interstate

G. & C. DREW
PTY. LTD.
(Established 1946)

No connection in any way with firms of
similar name

68 Smiths Ave., Hurstville 2220

Telephone: 50 8366
After Hours: 726 7098
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Religious Education Teacher

The Joint Board of Christian Education of the Bowral-Mittagong Churches requires
a committed Christian teacher to teach Religious Education to Years 7 and 8 at
Bowral High School in 1984 (approximately 16 periods per week).

Further information and application forms available from:

Stuart Hawkins,
Wombeyan Caves Road, Mittagong 2575. (048) 78 5196

APPLICATIONS CLOSE 30th SEPTEMBER, 1983

PROPAGANDA AT SCHOOLS
are you concerned

NATIONAL EDUCATION CONFERENCE

Speakers: Prof. L. Chipman, Dr. R. Goodman, Dr. ). Whitehall & others.

Theme: The Battle in the Classroom
at SYDNEY MISSIONARY & BIBLE COLLEGE, 43-45 Badminton Road, Croydon

Dates: 30th Sept.-3rd Oct., 1983
ENTRY BY REGISTRATION ONLY

Please Phone: (02) 467 2179 or (02) 629 2102
SPONSORED BY FO.L.

Be in the Growth Area!
Know your Bible!

Courses
For Lay People

Join the hundreds of students working their way, through the
Certificate in Theology Correspondence Course and deepen
your knowledge of God and your Bible!

3rd Term commences the first week in SEPTEMBER, 1983.

Printed Study Notes and a mail-order Booklist are provided for
each subject for Individual or Group study with an additional

Guide for Group Leaders! Anyone can join
qualification and no age limit!

$ qo0 R

EXAM Ring today for full details

o

External Studies,

no entrance

(02) 51 2437

Moore Theological College. Newtown, NSW. 2042

o

1 MAKE A RESERVATION FOR
3 YOUR NEXT HOLIDAY
(1) WITH AUSTRALIAN CHURCH
TRAVEL SERVICE

PAPUA NEW GUINEA 7th September — 14 days

Qur unique itinerary is designed specially to show us Papua New Guinea at its best. Visit

Port Moresby, Lae, Goroka, Mt. Hagen, Karawari, Sepik River, Wewak, etc. Group

Leader is Rev. J. Paice. Price from Sydney is $2415

WEST AUSTRALIA AT WILDFLOWER TIME — 23rd September — 16 days with Mr

Nelson Warden

s the Nullabor and around the Southwest to Esperance, Albany, etc. Cruise

ckwood River, and see the Spanish Dancing Horses at El Caballo. Return is

by air and fares are from Melbourne $1157; Sydney $1298; Adelaide $1019; Brisbane

$1371; and Hobart $1286

ALICE SPRINGS AND RED CENTRE — 30th September — 10 days

By air to Alice Springs, then tour Ayers Rock, the Olgas, the MacDonnell Ranges

Victory Downs, Coober Pedy, Woomera, Port Augusta and back home via Adelaide

From Melbourne $1060; Sydney $1181; Adelaide $951; Brisbane $1244

LANDS OF THE BIBLE — 1st October — 25 days

Visit the Holy Land, then explore Greece — Athens, Corinth, Delphi and Olympia, and

on into ltaly — see Rome, Naples, Pompeii and Sorrento. Tour Leader: Mrs. Lynette

Willan. $3461 from Melbourne or Sydney, Adelaide or Brisbane

VISIT THE LOVELY FLINDERS RANGES — 22nd October — 10 days

Travelling via Bendigo and Wedderburn to Mildura, then to Broken Hill, Wilpena Pound,

Flinders Ranges, Port August, Barossa Valley, Adelaide, Mount Gambier. All meals

EXCEPT ONE LUNCH IN ADELAIDE. Price from Melbourne $623

BEAUTIFUL NEW ZEALAND — 26th October — 18 days

Both islands — 2 meals per day. Visiting Auckland, Rotorua, Waitomo, Taupo, Napier,

Wellington, Picton, Nelson, Greymouth, The Glaciers, Haast Pass, Wanaka,

Queenstown, Manapouri, Te Anau, Milford Sound, Gore, Dunedin, Oamaru, Mt. Cook,

Tekapo, Christchurch, etc. From Melbourne $1320; Sydney $1272; Brisbane $1309

Optional 5 day excursion to Bay of Islands supplement $279 departing on the 21st

October.

POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE — ASIAN TOUR — October.

Departing October with George Glazier this group will visit Singapore, Thailand, Burma,

Nepal and Hong Kong. Send now for details

SEE THE BEST OF TASMANIA — 8th November — 10 days

By air to Launceston then coach to Devonport, North West Coast, Somerset, Zeehan,

Queenstown, Gordon River Cruise, Hobart, Port Arthur, St. Helens, etc. All meals except

lunches. Fare from Melbourne $770; Sydney $895; Adelaide $885; Brisbane $982

SOUTH EAST ASIA — 10th November — 15 days

Visit those places holding memories of World War 2 — the infamous Kwai River Bridge,

the POW Cemetery, the Changi Chapel and the Kranji War Memorial. Full American

.breakfasts included. Tour Leader: Rev. John Eddy. From Sydney or Meibourne $1710

YOUNG ADULTS TOUR OF BRITAIN 17th December — 29 days

Including Christmas Houseparty at Lee Abbey in Devon; New Year's Eve in Edinburgh;

five days in Yorkshire Dales. Send now for details — group size strictly limited. $3200

Melbourne

INDIA — 3rd January — 25 days with Rev. W. M. Constable

Visit Madras, Trivandrum, Cochin, Bangalore, Mysore, Bombay, Udaipur, Jaipur, Amber,

Agra, New Delhi, Srinagar and Calcutta. Price from Melbourne or Sydney $3572

MIDDLE EAST ADVENTURE TOUR — 2nd January — 27 days.

See this fascinating area — visit Bangkok, Amman, Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, Cairo, Aswan

and Luxor. Group Leader: Rev. Harry McAndrew. Price from Sydney or Melbourne

$3495

GO CRUISING WITH ACT.S. ABOARD LUXURIOUS 'PRINCESS MAHSURI' — 1984

11 January Ex Sydney — VILA — SUVA — NUKUALOFA - NOUMEA: 16 days from
$1995

23 February Ex Sydney — Melbourne (25 Feb) — Hobart (27 Feb) — MILFORD
SOUND — WELLINGTON — AUCKLAND: 17 days Ex Sydney from $2130.

10 April Ex Sydney — Brisbane (12 Apr.) — NOUMEA — VILA: 12 days Ex Sydney
from $1465
26 May Ex Sydney — NOUMEA — VILA -— HONIARA — SAMARAI ISLAND —

RABAUL — TOWNSVILLE — HAYMAN ISLAND: 20 days from $2530
FARES DISCOUNTED BY 10% WHEN ACT.S. HAVE A GROUP OF 15 OR
MORE ON ANY CRUISE
1984 — 350TH ANNIVERSARY YEAR OF OBERAMMERGAU
24 April, TOUR EU.1: ROUND-WORLD, 49 days — $6843 — with Rev. Alec Hilliard
18 May, TOUR EU.2: Europe with Spain, 43 days — $4028 — with Rev. Canon Curnow
8 June, TOUR E.U.5 — Middle East and Europe, 59 days — $6700 — with Major J
Mcintyre
12 June, TOUR EU.4: Israel and Europe, 50 days — $5227 — with Rev. P. Harrison
15 June, TOUR EU.3: Europe, 29 days — $3329 — with Pam Brennan
30 June, TOUR EU.6: Israel and Europe, 67 days — $6162 — with Rev. G. Kemlo
31 July, TOUR EU.8: Israel and Europe, 47 days — $5348 — with Bev. Grenfell
1 Aug., TOUR EU.7: Europe with Yugoslavia, 43 days — $4730 — with Mrs. P. Hatton
7 Sept., TOUR EU.9: Europe with Spain, 43 days — $3848 — with Rev. W. M. Constable
8 Sept., TOUR EU.10: Furope, 29 days — $3504 — with Mr. A. Tattersall
Tours EU.4, 6 and 8 will also be available as shorter duration without Israel. Details on
request

Head Office: 1st Floor, 31 Queen St., Melbourne 3000
N.SW.: 1st Floor, 130 Phillip St., Sydney 2000 Lic. No. B317
Qid.: 160 Edwards Street, Brisbane 4000

South Aust.: 2nd Floor, 44 Gawler Place, Adelaide 5000

Australian Church Travel Service Offices are Agents for all Sea, Land and Air Lines and will

assist with your group, individual, and business travel arrangements

HAS YOUR BOYS/GIRLS GROUP, YOUTH FELLOWSHIP, OR
CHURCH FAMILY GROUP TAKEN TIME TO BE AWAY TOGETHER
THIS YEAR YET??

Spring and Summer Weekend bookings are available now at Galston Gorge,
Lake Macquarie and Colo River Crusader Union campsites.

Catered or uncatered.

Why not telephone the Crusader Booking Centre
on 653 1676 TODAY for more information.

Sutherland Shire Parent
Controlled Christian School,
Sydney

The school seeks, for 1984, Christian
teachers of reformed persuasion in High
School for.—

SOCIAL SCIENCE
(Full-Time)

Please include in the application:—
® Personal details
@ Training
# Teaching experience
® Church affiliation

Applications to be sent to:—

The Secretary,
P.O. Box 390,
SUTHERLAND 2232
(02) 521 2054, or A.H. (02) 528 7830

CLASSIF

may be left at the office or phoned

14 da fore date of publicatior
Charge is $4.20 per column ¢ Hre
l Interstate Services I
MELBOURNE: St. Jude's Carlton. Near city centre, cnr. Lygor
and Paimerston Str Sundays 10 a.m. Holy Communion, 7
p.m. Evening Worship. Minister, Peter Adam. Visitors we
COORPAROO: St Brisbane, Cnr. Cavenish and
Chatsworth Roads. Visitors welcome. 7.30 am and 9 am Holy
Communion. 7 pm Sunday at Seven. Rector: Rev. Ken Baker
l . Accommodation I
JINDABYNE — A jodation this winter in modern three
bedroom unit. Suitable for small group or family. Further
details and brochure Southern Cross Ski Chalet

(€ 69 0642 ext

FLAT MATE WANTED: Christian Girl to share flat 2

ANGLICAN CHURCH
DIOCESE OF SYDNEY

CLERICAL ASSISTANT

(Documents & Trusts)

The person appointed will be directly
responsible to the Deputy Diocesan
Secretary for a wide range of duties
including those related to:

Title Deeds Management

Attending Meetings

Preparing Agenda and Minutes

Correspondence & Telephone Work

Trust Property Management

Trust Fund Management

The position requires experience or
ability to develop in these areas as well
as a special ability to deal sensitively
with a wide range of people in our
complex structure.

Men or women having an active
Christian commitment and the appro-
priate skills would find this a very
fulfilling and rewarding area of service.

Applications in writing to:

Mr. Graham Seton,

Manager Administration,
Sydney Diocesan Secretariat,
P.O. Box Q190,

Queen Victoria Buildings 2000

(Director: Rev. W. M. Constable)

Phone: 62 2021
Phone: 233 8504
Phone: 221 3922
Phone: 223 6300

WOOD COFFILL
FUNERALS

Phones:
Metropolitan (All Branches) 80 0396
Katoomba 82 2411

own room, swimming pool. $45 pw. Phone 58 or
522 8375

GULGONG: Small Caravan on 40 acres of secluded bushland
Best views in district. Restricted water supply. Free timber for

BAR-B-Q, etc. No power. Bottled gas for stove and fridge.
per week on sit. Secluded campsite only $20 per week. Te
available. Enquiries: (02) 637 4497

[ Position Wanted
YOUTH WORKER, 21 years, attending Bible College looking
for full-time position in 1984 — experienced in houseparty

leadership and youth counselling. References available
Telephone: Craig 747 3386

WANTED: Copies of Book of Common Praise. If you h
available for sale, please ring the Rector of St. Stephen's
Church on (047) 21 2124, Penrith.

FREE AD

rvice to readers is a form of free advertising. A person

ing to buy or sell anything can place a free advertisement

f up to three lines.

If the advertisement is successtul, the advertiser is asked to
pay The Church Record 10 per cent of the value of the sale
price, up to a maximum of $10 per advertisement

The service is known as FREE AD and runs on an honour
system. The advertiser will be responsible foi forwarding to
The Church Record office what is owing

WANTED: “PRINCIPLES OF THEOLOGY'' by W. H. Griffith
Thomas. Please contact Graham Crew 516 2405

FOR SALE' 38 Golden Bells. Hard Cover Hymn Books. Good
condition $2.00 each. Music Book $5. Phone: Symonds (048)
785119

FOR SALE. Land at Leura. Large residential block close to
school and shops. Bushland views. $10,500. Phone
671 6940 evenings.

FOR SALE. Hebrew/English Lexicon — Koehler-Baumgartner
— $45. Phone: 772 3070

THE AUSTRALIAN CHURCH RECORD, Edi
torial and Business, First Floor, St
Andrew's House, Sydney Square, Sydney
2000. This is a National paper issued
fortnightly on alternate Mondays. Subscrip
tion is $16.00 per year, posted

Printed by J. Bell & Co. Pty Lid, 13
McCauley Street, Alexandria, N.SW. 2015
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Emotional difficulties: How can God help?

Christians experience emotional
difficulties just like people in general
However, there are times when Christians
appear to suffer from complications
which arise from difficulties of faith. For
example, consider the Christian who
faces insecurity or depression. In the face
of such feelings they might feel unworthy
befo:: God and before their fellow-
believers. This complication can lead to
barriers which block help being received
from God or from other Christians.

This difficulty can be overcome by
recognising that such barriers need not
exist. We don’t gain God's grace and help
by being worthy or deserving. God
understands our situation and meets our
needs when we turn to Him in faith
Furthermore, is it really accurate to claim
that feelings of insecurity or depression
are “unworthy”? The causes of these
feelings can be complex and
unavoidable. The emotional reactions are
natural. The difficulties lie not in the
emotional reactions themselves but in
our inability to manage them
constructively.

It is at this “management level” that
many Christians have trouble and
apparently find God's help elusive or
uncertain. They have avoided the first
difficulty and see God as a source of help
despite their emotional turmoil. But now

they are confronted by a new difficulty
God's help is apparently slow in coming
or its form is not easy to understand or to
translate into action,

The problem appears to involve
conflict or uncertainty between the very
concrete and definite views of our
emotional state and the more abstract
and general views of God which we hold
Our view of God and our view of our
emotional needs fail to “fit” and so we
fail to see how God can help us in our
exact situation,

This vagueness in our view of God
needs to be dealt with. | have
encountered this problem many times
over the years | have been counselling
Christians. One way of dealing with the
problem is to encourage the person to
reflect upon the way they feel. Then they
should look in scripture for characters
who appear to feel similarly, and who
have expressed their view of God as He
has helped them in their need

This process may be facilitated by the
use of metaphors. A metaphor is simply a
“figure of speech in which one term is
applied to another, to something to
which it does not literally apply”. For
example, when someone insults you, you
might suggest that it was “like a kick in
the teeth”, Being “kicked in the teeth”
certainly captures the strength of feeling

and the idea of personal injury coming
from the insult.

| encourage the person to use a
metaphor to make their feelings clearer,
to symbolize them in order to look at
them a little differently. For example, an
insecure person once told me he felt as if
he had no stability in himself or in his
circumstances — it was like being on a
flimsy raft being tossed about in a raging
sea.

When asked to use a metaphor which
reflected how God could help him and
what kind of God is revealed in scripture
we began to get some useful and
concrete information. God as the "rock”
came to mind very quickly. By means of
a concordance relevant passages can be
identified. In fact, the rock metaphor
came to mind as a result of dimly
remembered passages read in the past

Two passages proved to “flesh out” the
simple metaphor and revealed exactly
how God is for His people and how He
can help in our times of need. Moses
describes God as the “rock”: A God who
is great; with ways that are perfect and
just; faithful and upright; who does not
give up His people (Deuteronomy 32)
David uses the same metaphor in his
plaintive and despairing cry in Psalm 61:
“Hear my cry, O God; listen to my prayer.
From the ends of the earth | call to you,

TO UNDERSTAND EACH OTHER

Alan E. Craddock

1 call as my heart grows faint; lead me to
the rock that is higher than |. For you
have been my refuge, a strong tower
against the foe!” (vv. 1-2)

Meaningful images flow from these
passages. They have special significance
for a person who feels a need for a stable
foundation and strength. Personal
strength comes from faith in a loving God
who provides a refuge and strength for
His people.

In working with people in this way, one
is moving away from generalizations
which can be inexact and even banal and
trivial from the viewpoint of the person
who is hurting (e.g. “God will help you")
Instead, one moves to more specific and
exact expressions of the pain, and to
what scripture reveals of the specific
attributes of our God who can deal with
such pain (e.g. “I feel I'm drifting
aimlessly: But God can be my rock”)

This process is not a simple
authoritarian process of handing over
these metaphors, The person who is
hurting needs to provide the initial
insights. How does it feel for you? What
does the Bible reveal about God and how
does this teaching relate to your pain?
The Bible abounds in word-images of
God which can show us exactly how
God's resources and attributes can help
us in our emotional difficulties

Christianity Made Simple —
Belief

By David Hewetson and David Miller
Albatross Books, RRP $4.95.

What do you give an enquirer or a new
convert who wants to know what
Christianity is all about? That's been a
difficult question to answer for some
time. There is very little available that's of
use. The classic, of course, is John Stott's
basic Christianity. But it is too difficult for
most I‘l\(lllll’('l\

ot

Now there is an answer. Albatross
Books have published a new book by
David Hewetson and David Miller. Part of
a series called Christianity Made Simple, it
is called Belief.

The book gives a good introdiiction to
Christian Belief. The Chapter headings
give an indication of its scope —
Revelation, God, Creation, Conversion,
Sanctification, Church, Prayer, and
Judgement. It sounds like heavy stuff —
but it’s not. David Hewetson's text is
written in the simplest possible terms that
makes it easy for the newcomer to
Christianity to read. It is full of analogies
and carefully chosen illustrations. Yet
Hewetson does not shirk difficulties —
his section on the Trinity is very
interesting and valuable. Bible verses are
not used — but Christians will recognise
them being woven, in a paraphrased
form, into the text.

But one of the most important features
in this age when many balk at being
confronted by a page full of words, is the
artwork of David Miller. Every page has
an illustration of one kind or another —
sometimes an explanation of the text;
sometimes a cartoon sending up
common attitudes. On only a few
occasions was | not sure of the

significance of the illustration. In fact,
after reading the book thoroughly, | went
back and just read through the cartoons
— it was a very enjoyable exercise! And |
really loved the kookaburra!

The last section of the book is a Study
Guide. Here there are Bible verses to look
up and questions to discuss. This section
would make an excellent basis for small
group discussion with new converts or
with a youth group

Some will probably question some
features of the organisation of the book.
For example, the section on Conversion
introduces the death of Jesus but a more
detailed discussion has to wait until the
last chapter of the book. | would have
preferred to have had more discussion of
the Cross in the earlier chapter — but |
can see the value of ending with it.

All in all this is an excellent book and
will prove an invaluable aid to those
involved in evangelism and in pastoring
new converts. It is an attractive, easy to
read book that people will want to read
— and it will lead them into an
understanding of Christian truth. I, for
one, can see myself giving plenty of
copies away.

If the other books in the series —
Ethics, Jesus, Bible — are as good as this
one, then | await them with great interest.

Denis Kirkaldy

“The Truce of God”
Rowan Williams
Fount. 1983 121 pp.

Regardless of the title this little book is
about the damage sin has done in every
level of society. We see violence around
us, especially in the media, and we are
made aware that something has basically
gone wrong. Violence should not exist in
amoral universe.

While man's attempts at peace are
naive, Jesus offers a unique solution. Not
that he was a peaceful man. He provokes
conflict and confrontation. When people
meet him they are judged and hidden
divisions and disunities are unearthed.

Williams’ discussion is most interesting,
He sets out his ideas outside the usual
limitations of Christian jargon, and is
obviously right up to date, He is
challenging, as with his claim that
governments are as unwilling to admit
fault as individuals (p 110).

Unusual and recommended.
Stephen Miller

ST. MARK'S ANGLICAN
CHURCH, SYLVANIA

requires

A CHOIR DIRECTOR

for an informal, happy, 25 member choir
singing modern Bible songs once a month and
two presentations each year in different
churches.

Applicants need not be experienced but must
be converted and have a good relationship
with others

Contact
Mrs. Taylor, 522 9858

STAINED GLASS WINDOWS
K. J. Little
19 Barden Street

Amcliffe 2205
Phone: 599 7348

REMOVALS
Small or Large
STORAGE-PACKING TAXI TRUCKS
Reasonable and Reliable
SMITH OWENS SERVICE
9 PIONEER AVE., THORNLEIGH
Phone: 84 6467
A/H: L. Owens 48 1539

FRANK AKEHURST
JEWELLERS

The National Building
Suite 1, 6th Floor
250 Pitt St, Sydney 2000

Specialist in high quality handcrafted
jewellery
Diamond and sapphire rings and all
precious stones available ® Jewellery
redesigned and remade ® Wedding rings
# Jewellery and watch repairs ® Insurance
Valuations

PHONE 264 6368

Appeals
HOME OF PEACE HOSPITAL

(Deaconess Institution)

EVERSLEIGH
274 Addison Road, Petersham
NERING

Neringah Avenue, Wahroonga
GREENWICH
River Road, Greenwich

These hospitals (320 beds) undertake special-
ised medical and nursing care of chronically
ill patients of any age, nationality or religious
faith.

These hospitals are co-operating with certain
general hospitals in the retraining of eligible
patients to return to their normal environment
(home, etc.)

Your help is urgently needed for our immedi-
ate and future needs, including the rehabili-
tation units at each hospital
PLEASE REMEMBER THE
HOSPITAL IN YOUR WILL
All donations over $2 are allowable
deductions for income tax purposes
For further information phone or
write to:
Box 124, Post Office Petersham
N.S W, 2049
Telephone: 560 3866

Communication & |
Improvement X
Seminars ==

4pm. to10p.m
September 12 Melbourne 19 Sydney
13 Bendigo 20 Newcastle
14 Shepparton 21 Coffs Harbour
15 Wagga 22 Lismore
16 Bathurst & 23 Brisbane

Name Organsat

AUSTRALIAN RELIGIOUS FILM SOCIETY

SYDNEY MELBOURNE BRISBANE
Cor. Blenheim 141 Floor Christian Film

& Warick St St. George Bld 144 Fl, 147 Ann §
PO Box 97 elitfe Rd BRISBANE. 4000
NTHRYDE 2113 PO, Box 1 07221 710

(02) 888 2611 IVANHOE. 3079

L 1031 497 4022 J

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION
Bowral
Annesley-Westwood Guest
House

11 Aitken Road
Telephone (048) 61 2154
Gracious old building 6 acres park-like
grounds, close town, golf courses, own tennis
courts, new disabled facilities

Moderate tariff, special rates for groups, may
also do own catering if reauired.

Vacancies August School Holidays.
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DIOCESE OF ADELAIDE

The Rev. G. B. Head has accepted the cure of
souls of the Parish of Croydon, comprising St
Barnabas' Croydon, St. Edward’s, Kilkenny and
the Church of the Good Shepherd, Bowden. It
is expected he wiil take up this incumbency in
mid-October, 1983

Rev. J. Littleton, Canberra & Goulburn
Diocese, has been appointed as Provincial
Field Officer and will work in the three
Dioceses of the Province. He will be situated in
the Adelaide Church Office

Rev. D. Griffin was commissioned recently for
the Trans-Line area

The Very Rev. A. J. Taylor, Dean of Bunbury,
has accepted the cure of souls of the Parish of
Toorak Gardens and will take up his
appointment late in November.

The Rev. A. W. Stringer, presently Chaplain at
the Collegiate School of St. Peter has accepted
the cure of souls of the Parish of Keith in the
Diocese of The Murray. He will take up his
appointment early in December

The Rev. W. ). Goodes, Rector of Hawthorn has
accepted the offer of the Headmaster of the
Collegiate School of St Peter of an
appointment as Chaplain. He will take up his
appointment in 1984

DIOCESE OF ROCKHAMPTON

Rev. R. Bowie from Mossman (Diocese of
Carpentaria) to Rector of Claremont

Rev. D. Vanderwolf from Barcaldine to Rector
of Dawson Valley

Rev. A. Burnet from U K. to Rector of
Barcaldine

Rev. N. Kempson from Orange (Diocese of
Bathurst) to Rector of Gladstone.

DIOCESE OF NEWCASTLE

The Rev. Peter L. Rushton, Th.Dip., at present
Rector of Wallsend, has been appointed
Rector of Maitland

In addition, the Bishop has appointed Peter
Rushton as Archdeacon of Maitland. The
Archdeaconry will cover the present Rural
Deaneries of Maitland and Paterson and the
present Rural Deans, the Rev. Greg Holmes
and Canon Robert Winder will remain in that
office. Collation as Archdeacon will be during
the Synod Service on Friday evening
October 7.
The Rev. James Brown, Th.L,, at present
Associate Priest in the parish of The Entrance,
has been appointed Priest-in-Charge of the
Provisional District of Gateshead-Windale

The Rev. Stephen Reginald Williams, Th.Dip.,
at present assistant priest in the parish of
Christ Church, St. Laurence, Sydney, to be
Director of Social Work in the Diocese

The Rev. Lindsay McLoughlin, Th.Dip., from
assistant priest at Singleton/Jerry’s Plains to
Priest-in-Charge at Weston

The Rev. Arthur E. Bridge, M.A., Th.C. (Oxon),
$Th. (Lamb), at present Locum Tenens in
Provisional District of Mt. Sugarloaf, has been
appointed Priest-in-Charge of Mt. Sugarloaf

DIOCESE OF MELBOURNE

Gordon A, Brown. From Archbishop’s
Chaplain to Incumbent of St. Paul’s, East Kew.
Induction by Archbishop R. W. Dann on
Wednesday, 19th October at 8.00 p.m. To
continue as Archdeacon of Box Hill and as an
Examining Chaplain

MAINLY ABOUT PEOPLE

Thomas W. G. Brown. Provincial of the Society
of the Sacred Mission. General Licence in the
Diocese of Melbourne as from 26th June, 1983

David L. DeDear. From Permission to Officiate
Diocese of Melbourne to Assistant Curate in
the Department of Chaplaincies — Anglican
Chaplain to the Alcohol and Drugs Division of
the Mental Health Department, 11th July, 1983

Kenneth J. Perry. From “On Missionary
Service” to Associate Priest in the parish of
Holy Trinity, Doncaster, and Deputationist for
C.M.S. from 1st August, 1983

Michael W. Potter. From incumbency Holy
Nativity, Corio, to incumbency of St. John's,
Wantirna South. Induction by Archbishop R
W. Dann qn Tuesday, 6th September at 8.00
p.m

Graham A. Stout. From Senior Project Officer
with the Mission of 5t. James and St. John to
full-time Chaplain at the Repatriation Hospital,
Heidelberg, August, 1983

Barry F. Thompson. From incumbency parish
of Mordialloc to incumbency of the new
parish of Holy Name, Vermont South
Induction by Archbishop R. W. Dann on
Tuesday, 11th October at 8.00 p.m

Thomas J. Sansom. From assistant curate St
Peter’s, Mornington, to Incumbent of the
parish of Moyhu in the Diocese of Wangaratta,
as from 21st September, 1983

Timothy Mc.L. Thorn, From incumbency of the
parish of Carrum/Seaford as from 28th August,
1983. To take up appointment as Rector of
Kerang in the Diocese of Bendigo

Mrs. Audrey Delbridge, widow of former
Gippsland Bishop Graham Delbridge, will
marry the Rev. Ken Crossley of Canberra and
Goulburn Diocese

The Very Rev. Clyde Wood, Dean of Darwin
will be consecrated Bishop of the Northern
Territory on St. Matthew's Day, in Darwin

DIOCESE OF PORT MORESBY

Rev. Isaac Gadebo has been elected Bishop of
Port Moresby succeeding Bishop David Hand
upon his retirement. The consecration and
installation will take place in Port Moresby

Rev. Gadebo is the first Papua New Guinean to
hold this position

DIOCESE OF SYDNEY
Rev. K. H. Marr will retire as Rector of Holy
Trinity, Millers Point, on 31st December

Chaplain M. T. Holz, RAN, from HMAS Stalwart
to HMAS Nirimba, 4th July, 1983

Chaplain B. D. Parnell, RAN, from HMAS
Watson to HMAS Stalwart, 4th July, 1983

Dr. Lloyd-Jones
Memorial

The Evangelical Library moved from
Beddington to London forty years ago,
and Mr. Williams (the founder) thereby
made his remarkable and ever-growing
collection of Christian books available to
a wider public

The late Dr. Martin Lloyd-Jones, who
died just two years ago, had a great part
in the establishment of the Evangelical
Library in central London. The chairman
of the Committee, Mr. J. C. Doggett, CBE,
says: “It was the initiative and vision of Dr.
Lloyd-Jones, under God, that made this
move possible, and so opened the
present chapter of the Library’s history.
Humanly speaking, it is remarkable that
this transfer to London should have been
taken in the midst of World War Two,
when the bombing was driving many
people and firms from the metropolis
Our sovereign God, who had preserved
so many of the books from pulping and
brought them into Mr. Williams’ hands,
continued to watch over the precious
collection until peace came again — and,
we believe, graciously does so still.

“Sifice he left us, we, as a Committee,
have been considering how the great
debt the Library owes to ‘The Doctor’
might be worthily recognised in the
course of the current modernisation of
the Library premises

““We have decided that the Reference
Section shall be remodelled as the
‘Martyn Lloyd-Jones Reference Room’
The plan is to divide off this area, and to
equip, light and heat it, so that our
visitors can use it for quiet, comfortable
research and study. We believe that this is
what Dr. LLoyd-Jones would have
wished, and that it is our responsibility to
press forward with the work to which he
brought such vision and spiritual insight.”

English Churchman.

New Librarian
at C.EB.I.

The Christian Foundation for the Blind
International has appointed Margaret
Munro as the new librarian for its Braille
and Talking Book Library

Originally from Tatura in central
Victoria, Margaret trained as a librarian at
the Ballarat College of Advanced
Education; and has worked in a municipal
library.

The C.EB.I. Braille and Talking Book

Library is just one way C.F.B.1. reaches out
to blind people with the Gospel,

two weeks

The Australian
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New Romans
course

The External Studies Committee of Moore
Theological College has just announced
the publication of a new set of Study
Notes on Paul’s letter to the Romans. The
Notes are part of the popular PT.C.
(Preliminary Theological Certificate)
Course, This is a correspondence course
provided by the College and used by
students throughout Australia and Asia.

In an attempt to improve the Course
the Committee has been updating
material in the Course, The original
Romans Notes were produced some
years ago and they have now been
replaced by these new notes.

The Notes were written by Canon
David Peterson, Rector of St. Michael's,
Wollongong. Dr. Peterson obtained his
Ph.D. at Manchester University studying
under Professor F. F. Bruce.

The Notes are written in a style that will
enable them to be used not only as a text
for the Course but also as a Commentary
on the Epistle. Included in them are a
number of exercises which allow the
student to pursue important issues
through other literature.

The Romans Course is a 3rd Term
subject in the PT.C. and will be available
for use in the term beginning this
September.

The Australian Church Record has had
the opportunity of studying an advance
copy of the material and we are happy to
recommend it as an excellent way of
studying Romans. We believe it to be
suitable for students who are serious
about discovering what Romans says as
well as learning how to approach the
study of the New Testament book.

MARANATHA!

Peter Brain

ffiti

At the University someone had written:
‘God is dead’.

Someone else added,

‘No, He isn’t, He's just lost interest!
This represents a fairly common view
amongst Australians. We believe that God
exists, but He is disinterested. Sometimes
we think He is disinterested because He
can’t do anything about the mess the
world is in, Other times that He won't do
anything about the world’s mess. Then
others think He just wouldn't be
interested in their particular problems.
“"He would be far too busy to be
concerned for me.”

The Lord Jesus Christ’'s coming into our
world demonstrated that God is
interested.

Who is Jesus? Why, He is God the Son
He came in great humility to be born of
a woman almost 2000 years go. He took
our human flesh to become ‘one of us’,

such was His love for men and women

Then He lived and died for us. He kept
God's Law perfectly. He took the
punishment for our sins. Then God raised
Him from death. He is now Ruler of the
World.

Yes, He can do something about the
world. He has done something about the
world. He is interested in everyone within
the world.

He promises everyone who follows
Him that He will guide them and help
them know what life’s all about.

No — He is not dead. He continues to
rule the world.

No — He has not lost interest. He still
calls upon people to turn to Him for
forgiveness and trust Him as their Friend
and Leader.

But, why is there mess in the world?
Why can’t we do what is the right thing?
Why does it sometimes look like God is
not interested?

The answer in a sentence: Because we
have lost interest in Him. In fact the Bible
says we never really had much interest in
God at all. Man who is not trusting in
Christ is dead towards God. We could
correct the graffiti to read: “Man is dead,
he has lost interest in God”.

The wonder of it all is that it doesn’t
end there. There is hope. God is the
loving God who will forgive the person
who turns back to Him. That person is
made alive, in the real sense.

No longer is life just a round of doing
things. Getting up, going to work, (or
looking for work), eating, and going to
bed, getting up . .. This daily round
(quite necessary and good) of life is
transformed by our relationship with
God. The God who gives us purpose and
direction and life. Work, leisure and
above all relationships are transformed.
Through the Bible, God speaks to us,
through prayer we speak to God and we
see and learn of His love and ongoing
interest in us,

God is interested in you. The real
question is, “Are you interested in God?”

CleEebbeEEEEEEEEE
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a Maintenance-Handy Person

maintenance experience.

buildings and grounds of the centre,

Apply in writing to:

MAINTENANCE/HANDY PERSON

Vision Valley, Arcadia (a Chrisian Conference Centre, near Hornsby) has a vacancy for

We are looking for a “Jack of all Trades” who especially has painting and carpentry
skills/experience (trade qualifications are not a requirement), and general property

The person appointed will be part of a team of three responsible for maintaining the

The position is full-time and non-residential. Own transport is essential.
Christian commitment evidenced by active involvement in a church is essential.

The Manager, Vision Valley,
Vision Valley Road, Arcadia, N.SW. 2159

Telephone: (02) 655 1515
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More on
Religion in
Schools

The Australian Church Record has, over
the past few months, carried out a
campaign to have the Minister for
Education in NSW. implement the
recommendations of the Report on
Religion in Education in N.SW.
Government Schools.

This resulted in the report in our July
11th edition that the Minister had
announced that a new committee would
be set up to advise the Director General
on the recommendations.

Mr Mulock, Minister for Education

Included in that article was a list of
questions we had put to the Minister. The
first was, “Why will the Minister not grant
us a personal interview?”” This was asked
because of our frustration that the
Minister was only dealing with us through
written statements and our concern that
the Minister was not fully aware of the
Report’s importance.

Since that article appeared the Minister
for Education granted the Editor of AC.R.
a lengthy interview. The interview was
"off the record” as the Minister sought to
share some of the difficulties he faced on
this matter. After the interview he
provided us with responses to three main
questions. These are printed below.

The ACR. believes that the Minister is
keen to act quickly in this matter and we
understand some of the problems and
pressures he faces. We will continue to
report on developments which we expect
to occur in the next few months. If they
do not, we take the matter up again.

The Minister’s replies to our questions
were:

1. What are the procedures for setting up
the committee and how quickly can it
happen?

Response

The procedures involve extending
formal invitations to those organisations
to be represented on the committee. The
only time limitation imposed relates to
how quickly organisations make formal
responses to the invitations, If
nominations involve lengthy decision
making procedures in the relevant
organisations, then some delay is
inevitable, The Director-General of

Education will arrange for a meeting to be

called as soon as all nominations are

received.

2. Will there be a rapid response to the

committee’s advice?

Response

The Committee’s terms of reference
include tasks which can be completed
reasonably quickly and those which are
of a longer term or continuous nature. |
have asked the Director-General to
consider and respond as quickly as
possible to advice from the Committee.
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ARCHBISHOP MEETS SYDNEY CLERGY —
REMARRIAGE OF DIVORCED PERSONS

A surprisingly subdued gathering of
about 150 Parish clergy from Sydney
Diocese met last week to hear
Archbishop Robinson explain what he
says is Diocesan policy on remarriage of
Divorced Persons.

In a letter to his clergy, reported in
ACR. July 25, the Archbishop told them
that the Diocesan Chancellor had
pre vided a report on the present state of
the ‘aw in the Diocese. He called a clergy
co ‘erence to explain the implications of
thi

ie original letter caused great
cc . -ern amongst clergy who had been
le .o believe that a different situation
existed.

The Archbishop began addressing the
conference by stating that its purpose
was to discover “how can the advice
work — assuming it was the right advice.
There was no discussion of the advice
because of comments the Archbishop
made.

Chancellor’s advice

He pointed out that he had asked the
Chancellor two questions and had acted
in accordance with the Chancellor’s
response to those questions.

The Archbishop told the meeting that
The Chancellor's advice was based on
consensual compact — that is, the agreed
position of the Church in Australia since
it ceased to be the established Church.
The Chancellor’s advice is contained in a
Report that the Archbishop said was
20-30 pages long!” He said that it will
eventually be released. Until it is released,
however, it is very difficult to properly
discuss the advice, This is made even
more difficult by the fact that there is
strong disagreement with the
Chancellor’s advice

Conflicting advice

The Archbishop admitted to the
meeting that the Diocesan Advocate, Mr.
N. M. Cameron and the Principal of
Moore College, Canon D. B. Knox both
opposed the position taken by the
Chancellor. The AC.R. understands that
whilst they disagree on some details they
both believe that there is no Diocesan
Ordinance limiting the powers of a
clergyman to remarry divorced persons
without the Archbishop’s approval

providing the clergyman is satisfied that
he does not transgress God's law.

The Diocesan Advocate has spoken out
strongly against the Archbishop’s advice
to his clergy. He has not been shown the
Report that the Archbishop received and,
in fact, believes that the Report was not
even prepared by the Diocesan
Chancellor but by the Chancellor of
Bathurst Diocese. He believes it was
simply “endorsed” by the Chancellor of
Sydney Diocese. The Record has been
unable to check this out but Mr. Cameron
seems certain of it.

The Advocate believes that no
clergyman is obliged to seek the
Archbishop's consent to marry divorced
persons as there is no requirement in the
secular law or in the Ordinances or
Canons or any Biblical principle to this
effect.

No prosecution

The Record has been told that the
Advocate has informed the Archbishop
that he will not be a party to any
prosecution of any clergyman who does
not seek permission to remarry a
divorced person.

The Archbishop told the meeting that
he was not planning to conduct an
inquisition. “The matter,” he said, “is too
confused and too delicate.”

The Archbishop announced that he
would inform Synod as to the advice he
received and seek its mind. His personal
hope is that Synod will set up a
Commission to prepare an Ordinance
which will clarify the law of the Diocese
on this matter. He said that that left the
problem of what to do until that
Ordinance was passed.

He said that he proposed to stand by
this advice until it was changed by Synod.
As a result, adultery would still be the
only ground for remarriage and he
claimed that there were instances where
this was easy to decide on. He pointed
out that the number of permissions
granted for remarriage of divorced
persons over the last three years were:
1980 — 108, 1981 — 109, 1982 — 115,

Only advice?

The Archbishop then told his clergy,
“You are bound to observe this rule”
However he then qualified this by saying,

“I can only ask you to do so.” It was clear
in the minds.of some men after the
meeting that the Archbishop, although
stating his own wishes in the matter, was
indicating that it was only advice and not
a matter of canonical obedience.
However, at least one other participant
indicated that he thought the Archbishop
was making it a matter of canonical
obedience, but was not going to push the
issue.

The meeting was then opened for
questions with the suggestion that we *
should not touch upon, “human pastoral
problems’ because that would only
confuse the issue. Most clergy thought
that the reason for the conference was to
discuss the pastoral implications of the
Archbishop’s advice

In his letter to the Archbishop Mr.
Cameron had attacked the suggestion
that this meeting discuss the pastoral
implications of the present “law”. He
stated that it was not possible to discuss
the pastoral implications of a law which
had been claimed to be wrong. He said
that the law should recognise Biblical
principles and it is the pastoral
implications of the Biblical principles
which need to be discussed.

A number of questions were asked.
They reflected the very real pastoral
problems of the present position taken
by the Archbishop. And the Archbishop’s
answers did not generally cast much light
on the matter.

Disappointing

Speaking with a number of clergymen
after the meeting the Record discovered
that they were extremely disappointed by
the afternoon. They claimed to be more
confused than when the meeting started
and none felt that any problems had
been solved. Some stated that the
afternoon had been a complete waste of
time.

As the Record saw it, the Archbishop is
prepared to stand by his advice from the
Chancellor until the Synod changes the
law. Until that happens the Archbishop
wants clergy to contact him and obtain
permission to remarry divorced persons.
However, it appears that he will take no
action against clergymen who do not
take his advice on this matter

Green light for deaconesses

in England

“It shall be lawful for a woman who has
the qualifications required by canon law
of those to be ordained deacons to be
ordained to the office of deacon” —
those are the history-making opening
words of the Draft Ordination of Women
as Deacons Measure, which last week
received general approval from the
General Synod in England.

It was the first stage in the passage of
the legislation which is needed to open
the diaconate to women. In a vote by
houses on Friday the result was: Bishops
— for 28, against 0; /Clergy —for 118,
against 33; Laity — for 111, against 33, The
overall voting figure was: For 257, Against
66.

The measure will now go to a revision
committee — whose members will have
the task of trying to decide just what the
significance is of an amendment
proposed by Professor David McClean
which the Synod accepted.

This arose from a major concern of the

debate: what to do about existing
deaconesses when they become deacons
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instead. Originally, it had been suggested
that they should undergo a form of
“conditional” ordination; but, at an
earlier session, Synod members had
made it plain that they did not like this
solution
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Chuck Colson
on LLRA. hit list

British journalist, Nigel Sharp revealed at
AMSTERDAM 83, that €huck Colson is on
an LRA. hit list. Chuck Colson will be in
Belfast, for the PRISON FELLOWSHIP
INTERNATIONAL TRI-ENNIAL
SYMPOSIUM, commencing Saturday July
23rd.

Chuck Colson, formerly known for his
involvement in the Watergate Affair, is the
founder of PRISON FELLOWSHIP. Its
ministry is to those behind bars.

The reason for Chuck Colson being an
I.R.A. target is believed to be as a result of
six LRA. men being converted, through
the work of the PRISON FELLOWSHIP,
while in prison.

The meetings in Belfast will be held in
the Queen’s University. Representatives
will be present from 29 countries,
including the United Kingdom, the US.A,,
Papua New Guinea, Philippines, South
Africa, South America, India and
Australia.

Speakers will include the Hon, Mari
Kapi (PN.G.); Rev. John Stott (UK); Dr. J.
Kessler, International Chairman of Youth
for Christ; Ambassador Fernando Salazar
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