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Aboriginal Land Rights explained

to whites

L to R: Senator Neville Bonner (Brishane), Fr. Pat Dodson (Melbourne), Mr. David
Pollard (CCJP Sydney), Mr. Les Melzer (Brisbane), Mr. Russell Rollason (ACC
Sydney), Mr. Ribnga Green (Kimberlies), Mr. Chris Sidoti (CCJP Sydrney), Mr.
Michael Mansell (Hobart) and Mr. Gary Foley (Melbourne),

The Australian Council of Churches
and the Catholic Commission for
Justice and Peace have launched a
joint ecumenical education
programme for Aboriginal Land
Rights. Central to the programme is
the resource book “Land Rights — A
Christian Perspective’ written by
Sydney graduate of the Australian
College of Theology, Mr. Derek
Carne for the joint Churches’ Task
Force.

Speaking at the launching, the
chairman of the Task Force, Roman
Catholic priest, Rev. Pat Dodson said:

"“As Aborigines, Land is our
mother. We belong to the land. It is
the ground of our being. So Land
Rights is the best way of expressing
the social and cultural aspects of
being an Aborigine. We hope this
programme will help the people of
Australia to understand the
Aboriginal people.”

Author of the book, “Land Rights
— A Christian Perspective”, Mr.
Derek Carne, explained that in the
buok he aimed to help Australians

who see the problems Aborigines
face to gain some understanding of
why things are like they are. “The
violence of the past has not ceased, it
has just taken on a different form,
taken on the form of structural
violence,” he commented. The book
is directed at Christians and
according to Mr. Carne:

“The mission of the church is to
stand on the side of the oppressed
and to make their governments stand
on the side of the oppressed. This
mission is the responsibility of all
Christians.”’

Funding for the programme has
come from CCJP and the ACC
together with a grant from the World
Council of Churches Programme to
Combat Racism. The programme
received the official backing of the
1980 ACC General Meeting and the
August 1980 Australian Episcopal
Conference of the Roman Catholic
Church asked all Catholic Bishops to
support the programme.

ACC.

provocative
every two weeks
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Melbourne
N.E.AC.
Congress
reaches 250

Enrolments for the National
Evangelical Anglican Congress have
reached 250.

The Congress, to be held May 11-
15 at Monash University, Melbourne,
features as main speakers the Revs.
John Stott (England), David
Hewetson (Sydney), Vinay Samuel
(india), Mr. Michael Cassidy (South
Africa), Mrs. Marlene Cohen
(Sydney), the Revs. Dr. Paul Barnett
(Sydney) and John Wilson
(Melbourne).

Bibles
for
China

Forty elective workshops have
been arranged on a wide variety of
topics in the categories of Society,
Ethics, fvangelism, Ministry and
national Church Issues.

by urgent request
of Chinese Christians

$10 provides personal
delivery of one bible

to a remote village

HELP THE CHINESE CHURCH

Open Doors Bibie Appeal
PO Box 724, Crows Nest 2065
Phone (02) 438-2877

Bishop John Reid, NEAC Executive
Committee Chairman said today: “It
is pleasing three full months before
the Congress to have so many
enrolments. | believe the varied
programme of theological groups
and elective workshops will meet the
demands of many local church
leaders for both biblical and practical
contributions to their ongoing
ministry. | hope many church people
throughout Australia will respond to
the call to set aside time for prayer
on Sunday, February 22nd,
particularly for this Congress, that
God's spirit will blow through the
Church bringing both life and truth/”

New OMF Director
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The Rev. Neville Cooper is the new Australia Director of the Overseas Missionary
Fellowship.

The early service of Mr. and Mrs. Cooper was in tribal evangelism and church
building and Mr. Cooper became superintendent of that work. Later he was
appointed Area Director, OMF's top administrative post in the Philippines. So he
has had extensive experience both in direct missionary service and in
adminsitration. He is particularly well-informed and experienced in one of the
most important missionary tasks -—— church planting.

Over the past two years Mr. Cooper has been a member of the team ministry
at Christ Church, St. Ives.

The retiring Director, Mr. Ron Roberts, after a period of leave will be taking
up a new appointment, Co-ordinator within Australia of OMF's new China
Programme. Details will be announced later,

34 years travelling

-

Alan Checkley, Mr. & Mrs. Ron Bailey, Stuart Mill (Chairman of the Board of the
International Travel Alliance Ltd), Roy Ferguson (Chairman of the Evangelical Missionary
Alliance in NSW) and the newly appointed manager of LT.A., Jim Castle, at the occasion
of the farewell to Mr. & Mrs. Bailey, acknowledging their three years of service in forming
the LT.A. agency, and their retirement after 34 years in the travel industry. (Photo Ramon
Williams)
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Although Grant Dixon from New Zealand, a candidate for Missionary Aviation Fellowship was happy to show Anne-Marie Gallie his map
of Camden Airport at the fellowship’s annual field day on February 28, it is unlikely she will ever occupy the cockpit flying a M.AF. plane.

“NO FUTURE JOB FOR AN

g

NE-MARIE”

When asked whether women pilots would ever be considered for the work in Papua New Guinea, a member of the M.A.F. Council
replied, “Yes, on conditions similar to those for men. They have to be able to load and unload 44 gallon drums, sacks of coffee beans,
boxes of supplies and have someone to care for them when they come off duty. We believe a wife’s job is to care for her husband, so
we encourage married men even rather than singles!”

“Experience has shown that a man is too tired to properly look after himself when he comes off duty, but with a wife it is realised

he will be looked after and properly fed.”

Annual Field Days aims at promoting the work of MAA.F.

Mail Order
Divorce

"“Mail Order Divorce” was how
Bishop Oliver Heyward, chairman of
the Social Responsibilities
Commission of the Church of
England in Australia described one of
the amendments currently proposed
to the Family Law Act.

Following a meeting of the
Commission in Sydney this week, the
bishop spoke of the commission’s
objections to the “simplified
procedures in the cases of
undefended dissolution. . . to
provide for affidavit evidence
without the necessity for parties to
appear”.

Bishop Heyward said that people
who contracted legal marriage did so
before witnesses in a formal
ceremony — they were establishing a
new unit in society and to end it in
divorce by mail trivialised marriage

He said when a marriage broke
down there was grief, much as with
death, and it was a help to the
psychological processes for this to be
worked through. For many there was
the need of ceremony to bring a note
of finality and a coming to terms with
the end of the marriage.

The Social Responsibilities
Commission believes the courts need
to be able to hear in person from at
least one of the parties involved
concerning proper arrangement for
the well-being of the children of a
marriage

A1O.

Bolivian Govt. pro missionaries

"Possibly the most thrilling undertaking
of the Anglican church in this continent
in the new venture into Bolivia, the third
in 135 years. A team of four have begun
ministry in suburbs where there is no
witness to the Gospel of Christ. This
country is only now just settling down
after the coup d’etat of last year, said Rev
Gregory Blaxland, Federal Secretary of the
South American Missionary Society on
his return from a recent visit to the south

*west of South America

The present military government is
most sympathethic to the entry of
Christian missionaries and their work in
general, as such authorities see the
contribution of such missionaries and the
Bible knowledge they bring as being
factors conducive to higher moral
standards in the community

During his recent five-week “holiday”
tour of five South American countries, he
was aware that political tensions still
existed both internationally and also
internally in each country but was greatly
encouraged to find that this has not
affected the determination of Anglican
bishops or their missionary and national
personnel to persevere in penetrating the
spiritual vacuum in which the great
majority of South Americans move.

Iwo dioceses had recently experienced
immense financial set-backs but this had
not deterred God'’s servants in their
continual commitment.

The small tam of missionaries from
SAMS Australasia are such servants of
God, labouring in Argentina, Chile and
Paraguay. They are each fulfilling a vital
role, in theological education, Bible
teaching, pastoral ministry, teaching of
literature and administration.

REAL TENSIONS

“Accusations by Peruvians of
incursions by Ecuadorian troops on
Peruvian territory; continuing complaints
by Bolivia of having no sea-way and that
Chile has not helped them; and the likely
rejection by Argentina of the Pope's
personal representative’s proposal in
solving the contentious issue of territorial
jurisdiction over tiny islands in the area of
Cape Horn, all seem to be powder-keg
situations with the potential of imminent
belicose activity by any or all of the
nations mentioned

“"However, according to prevailing
opinion in South America, none of these
situations is really likely to lead to actual
war. The last such international armed
conflict was between Paraguay and
Bolivia (the Chaco War) between 1932
and 1936.

“Internal tensions, to a greater or lesser
degree, are a real threat to Christian
missionary safety and activity, but the
ambassadors of the Cross know they are
called to spiritual warfare.’

None of these ensions has, in any
significant way, hindered the free activity
of Christian churches nor the entry of
their missionaries from other lands.

Mr Blaxland told Church Record that
Bishop David Evans of Peru, who has
episcopal oversight for the new thrust in
Bolivia, challenged him to recruit from
Australia and New Zealand pioneer
evangelists and church planters to
strengthen this team. A similar cry was
heard from other bishops for the
unreached areas in their dioceses.

Young Anglicans singing God’s praises in true South American style,
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calendar.

endorsement.

Masonic movement.

Christianity could not be more distinct.

activities of another religion.

the lodge’s annual service.

ED<TORIAL

Advertising Free Masonry

A motion that the activities of Lodge Trinitarian must not be advertised by Sydney’s
Anglican Trinity Grammar School was lost at the recent meeting of its School Council.

The School Calender for Lent Term, 1981 advertises the annual lodge service as ‘Coral
Evensang Service for Lodge Trinitarian’ on March 7. This service is obligatory for boarders
and choir members. It also advertises the regular monthly meetings of the lodge on its

When some Old Boys wanted to form their own lodge, they sought and obtained the
endorsement of the School Council. That motion was only won on the casting vote of
the Chairman, supported by a crucial vote from a diocesan minister in favour of

Some Christians have rightly taken very strong exception to the advertising of the
activities of the lodge by a Christian school because it is seen as an endorsement of the

The Masonic movement by its own creed cannot be regarded as anything but a non-
Christian religion, even if there are some Christians in it.

The most recent statement by a leading Masonic spokesman on Sydney’s Channel 9 —
“Sixty Minutes”, March 1 confirms its creed. He declared to the interviewer that to be
eligible for membership one has simply to believe in ‘a supreme being’. When he was
asked if a Moslem would be eligible, he said that others including Moslems would qualify.

Using the Gospel as the touchstone, the contrast between Free Masonry and

The Bible affords Jesus the highest place, and indeed an exclusive place, simply
because that is the position He now occupies. He is Lord of all. The Bible will allow none
to encroach upon His true dignity, nor does it make provision for other ways to God.
There is no salvation except through the Lord Jesus. Jesus Himself declared that fact. No
person can come to the Father except through Him.

On the other hand, Free Masonry seeks to demote Jesus as Lord. It denies the gospel
because it places a Jesus of its own manufacturing alongside other gods

Itill behoves a Christian school to allow the exclusive claims of the Gospel of Jesus
to be sullied in any way by allowing its calendar to be the vehicle for advertising the

In the eyes of its boarders, the choir and school parents it is seen to endorse Lodge
Trinitarian by publicising the lodge as a Christian activity and by requiring attendance at

For a school to be a Christian school it is not enough for it to have had a Christian
foundation. Nor is it enough for it to have connections with a denomination with
ministers of that denomination on its school board. In addition to its eductional
commitments it must also promote the Gospel among its students, and to do that it
cannot be seen to promote those movements which would rob Jesus of His true glory.

Can you show it in your church?
lllIMH

“Most TV script writers create their ministers from stereotype. They're not exposed to real
ministers — at least only at weddings and funerals, when ministers are on their best

behaviour. So the Roman Catholics are indebted to Bing Crosby, and the Anglicans to PG.
Wodehouse — all rattling tea cups and stammering. In the five years I've been a Christian,
I've never met one like that. The real minister is battlehardened, exposed to the problems
of life, straight”, said Tony Morphett at the screening of “Jim”, the Home Mission Society’s

new promotional film.

Tony, writer of TV's “The Sullivans” wrote the script about a Sydney minister, busy with
his teaching programme, and swamped by the needs of society’s casualties: a pregnant
unmarried girl, a Vietnamese family, and Jim, a vagrant who has a heart attack during a
church service. A man from HMS persuades him that they can help — and not in an

institutionalised or bureaucratic way.

An informative, well done, often funny film for church use: It runs for 18 minutes, and
is available with a discussion guide,

Fiona Phennigwerth

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Sir,

Neil Baker's review on page 7 of your issue
of 9th February deserves some comment. Not
having yet read Ronald Sider’s book which he
reviewed | am not qualified to express an
opinion of it, but the immature language used
by the reviewer would iiself lead one to expect
that his antagonism and indignation arise from
unfamiliarity with and non-understanding of
radical pacifism rather than from any serious
defects in the work of an author of
acknowledged reputation and standing.

He is fairly hard-pressed when he relies on
his interpretation of a parable (Matt. 22.7) to
counteract our Lord’s emphatic words and
impressive example by which he taught non-
violence

The expression of Christ-like tenderness to
policemeén who cart us off to jail for practising
and preaching as Christ did, which Mr. Baker
describes as “complete nonsense”, was clearly
preached and practised to a much more
extreme degree by our Lord (Luke 23.24) and
by Stephen (Acts 7.60)

As to the wrath of God, if Jesus so
graphically declaimed (Matt. 18.6) against
anyone who causes one “little one” to
stumble (sin) what must God’s wrath be
against those who even tolerate (let alone
advocate or practise) the destruction, maiming
and torture of masses of babies, children,
women and hospital patients with the excuse
that our “great ones” (!) (Matt. 10.25) tell us
that these dangerous and wicked victims are
our enemies,

Pacifism is a highly controversial subject,
particularly between fundamentalists and
progressives. | suggest to Mr. Baker that he
widen his acquaintance with it, particularly by
progressing from the books he quotes and
following Augustine Birrell's dictum that every
student should be compelled to “read books
with the point of which he is in complete
disagreement” (Barclay, “Introducing the
Bible”, p.11). As he admits not knowing the
meaning of “a non-violent struggle for justice’”
(a fairly simple concept quite easily
understood by any student of the NT.) he
might start by reading about Ghandi o
reading Tolstoi,

If much of Sider’s book is “sentimental,
idealistic tripe” how can it be dangerous?
Should the Sermon on the Mount, which is
clearly dangerous, also be described in Mr.
Baker’s elegant words?

Your sincerely,
W. A. Dowe.
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Dear Sir,

It is the practice in some churches for the
person who is administering the chalice to
hold it up — or is it down? — to the
communicant instead of passing it to him
What is the authority for this? | find it most
annoying and detracting from the reverent
approach by the humble communicant

| am quite competent to hold it safely
myself. Does that person think that sacredness
is offended by passing over the chalice?
Perhaps he thinks he is superior in some way
or other,

Jesus Himself blessed the chalice and passed
iton to the disciples. They then passed it from
one to the other so that “they all drank of it
The new Prayer Book says, “Drink from this, all
of you!” The obvious intention there is that it
should be passed around.

So | repeat — what is the authority for this
strange practice?

And while | am referring to the Prayer Book,
let me request that we return to the Book of
Common Prayer. One would think that when
a new book was prepared it would be superior
to the old one. Who can affirm that it is?

Yours sincerely,
Peter G, Smith.

Dear Sir,

With your leading article (February 23, 1981)
about the attitude of the church to the
Mormons’ land application, you have certainly
earned this paper’s claim to be “an
independent provocative evangelical voice”

However, your attitude is wrongly
conceived.

Evangelical Christians in Australia in this age
should be waging the battle against sin by
adopting a correctly perceived, broad,
strategic front.

| conceive that this requires prime alliance
with evangelical Christians first, other
Christians second and then, in a descending
order of moral rectitude, co-operation with
other god fearing people, be they not
Christians; so that the forces of correctness
and well-meaning will be aligned as strongly
as possible against atheism and, even worse,
agnosticism and apathy in the community,
rather than being strategically isolated.

On this thesis, it was far better to have
supported the Mormons, who preach morality,
than to have gone against them.

Yours sincerely,

Raymond Johnstone.

(Mr Johnstone is a member of the Editorial
Board of Church Scene, Melbourne.)

MAINLY AB“*UT PE“*'PLE

MELBOURNE

Rev. K. Curnow, will be installed as a Canon of
St. Paul’s Cathedral on 26th February.

Rev. V. Haste, State Sec. of A.B.M. is to be
inducted Rector, Armadale/Hawksburn on
12th May.

Rev. Canon A. Weston, Gippsland is to be
inducted Rector, St. Paul’s Westmeadows on
7th May.

Rev. D. Boan, will resign from St. Jude’s Carlton
on 12th April to Legin in the Diocese of Perth.

Ven. N. Delbridge, will resign as Archbishop’s
Pastoral Consultant and Archdeacon of
Essendon on 20th May to become Director of
the G.B.REE. and to hold a Generai Licence in
the Diocese of Melbourne,

Rev. P. Salvin, will resign from St. Stephen'’s
Gardenvale on 19th April to take up duty in
Waoodend, Diocese of Bendigo.

Rev. E. Wetherell, will resign from Christ
Church, South Yarra on 30th April, 1982.

SYDNEY

Rev. C. N, Steele retired from Katoomba on
10th May, 1981.

ADELAIDE
Rev. D. O. Lunniss, Acting Assistant Chaplain at
Pulteney Crammar School.
Rev. Canon G. J. Reglar, a General Licence.
Rev. L. E. W. Renfrey, Locum Tenens of the
Parish of St. John's, Salishury.
Rev. R. F. Pearson, assistant curate Parish of
Salisbury.

Rev. R. W. Hartley, Resident Tutor of St.
Barnabas’ Theological College.

MOORE COLLEGE

Become a more informed and more effective Christian by

improving your knowledge

COME TO EVENING LECTURES
Now at THREE CENTRES!

First Term, Commencing 3rd March

At Moore College, Newtown, each Tuesday from 7-9 p.m.

Old Testament 2
T
I

heology of Mission

At 5t. Paul's, Wentworthville, each Tuesday from 7.30-9.30 p.m.

The Book of Genesis

Church History 2 (modern)

At St. Paul's, Chatswood, each Thursday from 7.30-9.30 p.m.

7.30 pm New Testament |
8.30 pm Worship

Term Dates: 3rd March-May 7th, June 2nd-August 6th,
8th September-12th November

EREERR KRR NN R

For further information, fill in the form and send to 7 King Streel, Newtown, N.SW. 2042 or ring the
Department of External Studies — 5196460 (9 am-5 pm)
Please forward an Evening Course Prospectus as advertised in Australian Church Record
NAME
ADDRESS
POSTCODE PHONE

EVENING COURSE

Dr. W. J. Dumbrell
Dr. P. T O'Brien

Rev. B. Winter
Dss. M. Rodgers

Dr. P. W, Barnett
Rev. W. J. Lawtor

Church work
cause of stress

... in marriage, with
finance and sex close
runners-up, says Family
survey

The major cause of stress in Christian
marriages is the pressure of church
responsibility.

More than one in three families identify
this factor as a major pressure point in
their marriage, according to a survey that
Family magazine has conducted among
its readers.

"I confess that this finding surprised
me,” admits the magazine’s editor, Dr
Anne Townsend. “We conducted the
survey because we are determined to
take the issues affecting Christian families
seriously. Some surprises were
inevitable!”

Gavin Reid, of the Church Pastoral Aid
Society, comments on the pressures of
the local church in the February issue of
Family. He states that local churches are
not always to blame for the pressures that
members face.

“Some of us just can’t say no,” he
explains. “And sometimes we even run
away from home responsibilities, making
Christian service our excuse.”

But Gavin Reid is also critical of
ministers who load people with work in
order to keep them involved. At the same
time, he is concerned that too few people
are doing the work that should be shared
among many.

He warns: “The cost can be far more
than the odd row and continual over-
tiredness. It can mean ill health. It can
mean embittered children who grow
away from their parents’ faith. It can even
lead to broken marriages. | have seen it
happen.”

Finance is the second most peristent
cause of stress in Christian marriages.
And the third is sexual problems.

Is there life after birth?

Where has my independence gone?

A tiny, wizened bundle of baby is
placed in your arms and you bask in
the tired glow of actually having
produced your child. Your stay in
hospital goes past in a haze of
visitors, feeds and nappy changes.
You arrive home triumphant but
exhausted and then it hits you — you
are no longer your own boss!

Your life is ruled by a cry that hurts
your whole being and you wonder
how you ever ran the house and had
a full-time job. At the end of a nerve-
shattering day, you phone your
friend who has actually been through
this experience twice! “Don't worry,”
she says, “It will get better.”

But you never seem to have a
moment to yourself. Bible reading
and prayer have gone out of the
window. You haven’t read a book for
weeks and you feel utterly worn out.
How are you going to get back to
normal, if there is such a thing?

Firstly, use the time when the baby
goes to sleep to best advantage.
Leave what you are doing in
midstream and go and have a time of
prayer. Choose Bible study material
which you can cope with, which may
mean choosing something a lot
simpler than you were using. As soon
as the baby's afternoon sleep begins,
go and have yours. Don’t wait to
finish the washing up — he may
wake up before then!

Secondly, develop the honourable
art of doing two things at once. Your
monthly prayer diary written up
above the sink can jog the memory
while feeding bottles are scrubbed.
Christian cassettes help to speed the
ironing, and the good old radio
keeps you in touch with the world.

by Sue Pierson,
deaconess, housewife
and mother, UK.

Have a book ready to read at feeding
time or catch up on your TV viewing.

Thirdly, don't refuse help from
reliable sources. The elderly widow
from church, who wants to take the
pram in the park, is to be
encouraged. You will be helping her
loneliness at the same time. Your
child won't suffer and you will
positively benefit.

Fourthly, go visiting. There is a
great rapport between the old and
the very young and you could bring
much happiness to the elderly and
housebound. Renewed relationships
and gathering strength bring back
your identity.

You might even consider having
another child — but that's quite a
different problem!

Christians at
Hindu Holy
Place

The Indian town of Sonepur, 230
kilometres south of Katmandu, is thé
sight for an annual pilgrimage of over one
million Hindus who come to wash away
their sins in the river Ganges.

This is the spot where a mythological
fight took place between an elephant and
a crocodile. The elephant representing
good defeated the crocodile which stood
for evil. Hindus believe the cleansing
from sin and freedom from evil are
available to all who bathe at the sacred
spot when the moon is full on the
anniversary day.

The Bible Society in India saw this
occasion as an opportunity for a massive
distribution of Christian Scriptures at a
religious event.

ABORIGINES INLAND MISSION
OF AUSTRALIA
HELP WANTED

WHO? Full Time Office Secretary
(At least 20 hours/week)

WHERE? AIM Headquarters —
Burwood, NSW.

WHEN? Now

WHAT? Duties will include:
Typing of correspondence,
Acknowledgement of gifts,
Handling magazine
subscriptions,
Other routine clerical work.

WHY? Help is needed to maintain
an efficient Headquarters
organisation for support of
Missionaries on the Field.

If the Lord is calling you to serve at
home in this vital capacity please
contact:

The General Secretary
Aborigines Inland Mission of Australia
Suite 2
11 Conder Street
Burwood N.SW. 2134
“el: (02) 747 5561)

You can’t beat these
prices

* SPECIALS *
Stg. Silver Chams $10, Bracelets §12-522,
Chains $9-5100. Natural Sapphire dress
fings $20-$40

Stg. Siver & 18ct Y. Gold Nugget Pen-
dants, Stg. Silver & 9 ct Gold Christian fish
symbol in Pendant, Tie Tac or Lapel Pins

New Diamond & Sapphire rings — all other
precious stones available

Jewellery redesigned & remade — wed-
ding rings

Jewellery & walch repairs — insurance
valuations

Frank Akehurst

The National Building
Suite 1 6th Floor
250 Pitt St., Sydney, 2000
Phone 264 6368

t seems reasonable to think that because a family is poor there is not
much work to do. In fact, poor families, especially the mothers, in
developing nations have to work harder to survive.

The rural African mother works seventeen hours a day, seven days a
week. This includes working in the fields, feeding the family, collecting
the water, looking after the children and her household duties. If the
mother becomes too ill to work, the family is in crisis.

Without the labour of women the national economies of developing
countries would collapse. In Bangladesh 90 percent of women are
engaged in agriculture. In Africa 60-80 percent of all agricultural work is

done by women.

Through World Vision’s Project Partners, women in developing
countries are assisted in achieving their role within their family and
community. World Vision International Clubs make it possible for
Australian women to help bring about change in the lives of these

women.

World Vision seeks to assist women achieve their true dignity. This is one

way the mandate of St. Paul can be brought to reality: “There is no

- difference...between men and women. You are all one in union with ‘ il s i
Jesus."” Women wait at Thiet Clinic. Over three hundred babies die in the Sudan every day. Many die ni sly:
perhaps of tetanus because the umbilical cord was tied with a picce of grass. World Vision assist the

mothers of the area with general medical aid, hygiene and child welfare work

No spare time to visit a hairdresser

| Please send me more information about: l

| World Vision International Clubs for Women |

| Childcare [ Project Partners |

| Somalian Refugee project |

I would like more information about

| ] I'd like to make a $ donation to |

‘ Mrs/Miss/Ms/Mr I

| Address |

| State Postcode Phone I

l Gifts $2 and over are tax deductible l

| 1'd like to pay by Bankcard FT g8l T '

I Signature L g |

/ l WORLD VISION OF AUSTRALIA l

o e 2R e ol | BOX 9944, GPO, SYDNEY, 2001 PHONE: (02) 2679117 |

% : , . & |

It's hard work carrying water and digging in the fields for food. In places like Indonesia this is women's

work. World Vision seeks to ease the burdens of women. L_




New tactics
against Slovak
priests

Priests previously exempted from military
service are now being drafted into the
army.

The authorities in Slovakia are
employing new and more rigorous
methods to reduce the number of active
clergy especially young men who are
active in pastoral work. Several cases,
from different parts of Slovakia, have now
come to light in which priests, who had
been pronounced unfit for military
service for health reasons have since
been called up. They now have to serve
for 2 years despite their objection on
medical grounds. Those in question are
not allowed to appeal. In church circles in
Slovakia it is feared that the effects of
military service where priests and
candidates for the priesthood are singled
out for harsh treatment could result in
serious damage to their health

Ku-RinNG-Gar SCHOoOoL
oF BisLicAL STonies
AND MINISTRY

“EQUIPPING GOD’S PEOPLE
FOR MINISTRY”

* Evening Classes for all Christian
people to equip you with sound
Biblical knowledge and ministry
skills.

* Classes held 6.15-7.05 p.m.
Th.L/Th.Dip for The Australian
College of Theology.

* New Testament — Monday
* Old Testament — Tuesday
* Theology — Wednesday
* Church History — Thursday
Venue:
Christ Church, St. Ives
Enquiries:
I'he Registrar,
Christ Church,

Cnr. Mona Vale & Cowan Roads,
St. Ives

Sponsored by Christ Church, St. Ives

Independent Order of

RECHABITES

N.S.W. District No. 85
are a
Friendly Society
ora
Mutual Society
providing benefits for all members who
control its running and have done so
for about 100 years
Rechabites are different
The Society is for those who live and
enjoy the better life
FREE FROM ALCOHOL
and covenant accordingly

The Society was formed on a
scriptural base found in Jeremiah
Rechabites provide

o Life Assurance
« Funeral Benefits
ck Pay Benefits
o Dispensary Benefits
« Health Insurance

Members also qualify for other special
benefits in time of need

For further information contact the
DISTRICT SECRETARY
4th FLOOR
149 CASTLEREAGH ST.
SYDNEY 2000
Telephone:

264 6406

Amin’s tribe
massacred

Remnants of Idi Amin’s army late last year
attacked the Western Nile province of
Uganda and were repulsed by a joint
Ugandan-Tanzanian force. Large numbers
of Amin’s tribe, the Kakwa, were
massacred in the fighting. Another tribe,
that suffered under the former dictator,
the Acholis, joined in killing 20,000
Kakwas. It's believed the Acholis used the
opportunity as a revenge for what they
had suffered under Amin

Haruld Henderson says the fighting has
left injured people and disrupted villages
“Our assistance, food, medicine and
blankets, will help about 10,00 people.”

Meantime World Vision has also
brought $140,000 worth of urgently
needed seed into the Karamoja district of
Uganda. Conflict between tribes and a
three year drought is still plaguing this
northern region

After investigations in southern Africa,
World Vision was able to buy large
quantities of seed, suitable for Karamoja.
The Anglican Church in Uganda has set
up an extensive seed planting program
and World Vision will supply 160 tonnes
of millet and sorghum for this program.

“Unless more seed can be found and
planted soon in Karamoja,” says Harold
Henderson, “a catastrophic shortfall will
again occur in northern Uganda”

Appeals
HOME OF PEACE HOSPITAL

(Deaconess Institution)

EVERSLEIGH
274 Addison Road, Petersham
NERINGAH
Neringah Avenue, Wahroonga
GREENWICH
River Road, Greenwich

These hospitals (320 beds) undertake
specialised medical and nursing care of
chronically ill patients of any age,
nationality or religious faith

These hospitals are co-operating with
certain generai hospitals in the
retraining of eligible patients to return to
their normal environment (home, etc).

Your help is urgently needed for our
immediate and future needs, including
the rehabilitation units at each hospital.

PLEASE REMEMBER THE HOSPITAL
IN YOUR WILL

All donations over $2 are allowable
deductions for income tax purposes.

For further information phone or write to
Box 124, Post Office Petersham
NSW, 2049
Telephone: 560 3866
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Is all well?

A comprehensive church survey
undertaken by the Nationwide Initiative
in Evangelism (NIE), and published by the
British and Foreign Bible Society shows
that churchgoing in England is increasing
slightly after years of decline. The
increase is not uniform and is most
marked among Baptists and the smaller
denominations

Christians continue to be well spread
over the country but reference is made in
a section of the report to parts of the
Midlands as ‘unchurched’ and to the
West Country as ‘stagnant’,

In general the figures show that there
are fewer men worshippers than women
(45:55 ratio compared with the national
49:51). The survey suggests — perhaps
surprisingly — that in practically every
classroom there are children who go to
church. In Greater London about a third
of churchgoers are under 15 years old
Just under a quarter of all churchgoers
are men of working age. In Greater
London there is only one church for
every 1600 people: but in Lincolnshire
there is one for every 400

Every week for the past four years
(1975-79) 280 people have left the Church
of England, a trend it has shared with
other churches. The decline in Anglican
members is now 1.2% a year compared
with 2.9% for the years 1970-75. County
figures show that the decline is not
confined to city areas. Although
membership has declined attendance of
members at worship has in some areas
noticably increased

$20,000 to re-
open Chinese
Mainland
Church

About 600 Chinese Christians joyfully
attended a Thanksgiving Service on
December 10, 1980 at the Shih Chi
Christian Church to commemorate its
reopening. In Shih Chi a small city in
Chung Shan, the county in Kwangtung
Province where Dr. Sun Yat-sen was born.

The idea to reopen the church, which
was “donated” to the local authorities
during the Cultural Revolution,
germinated about two years ago in the
prayer meetings in the homes of some
preachers and Christians

They explored the possibility of
reopening the church and began
discussing the matter with local officials.
They were told that about US $20,000
were needed to repay the maintenance
and some repairs done to the church
building by the authorities.

Earlier last year, officials told them that
the church was ready to be reopened for
service if the money could be paid.

The preachers began raising money
and, with much help from individual
overseas Christians, they finally gathered
the sum as well as a renovation fee of
about US $10,000. They also began
organising the church board.

More than 1,000 Chinese Christians
celebrated Christmas in the church on
December 25

The church now has a regular Sunday
Service at 12 noon. It plans to have mid-
week evening meetings and some house
meetings in the nearby villages. It is
ministered by two ordained pastors, six.
male preachers and one woman
preacher.

Rich Revs for
Zimbabwe

There was “puzzlement” at the London
headquarters of the United Society for
the Propagation of the Gospel over an
advertisement in an American journal
inviting “independently wealthy” clergy
in the USA to serve as priests in the
diocese of Matabeleland, Zimbabwe.

The Right Rev. Robert Mercer, CR, the
Anglican Bishop of Matabeleland, was “in
great need of clergy willing to embark on
an adventurous and risky challenge,” said
the advertisement.

BCP Preferred

The advertisement was placed by
Bishop Mercer’s commissary for
recruitment, the Rev. Herbert G.
McCarriar, who is an American.
“Applicants will not be considered
unless they prefer traditional Prayer
Book liturgies, and they must not
openly advocate women'’s ordination
to the priesthood,” the American
clergy are told.

Then comes a warning. “Be
advised: your job in Zimbabwe might
last six months at the worst, 4-6 years
at hest, d('pvn(hng on ‘the situation’
(the Rhodesian term for the general
imbroglio of living in black-ruled
Africa) over which you have no
control.”

Stress, anxiety and boredom are
promised, with limited potential and
no guarantee of re-employment.
“Applicants should be sympathetic to
the precarious situation of the white
community, and flexible in dealing
with African culture and customs.
Translators are provided for work in
the black parishes.”

Single men will be preferred, and
it would help if they were
“independently wealthy”. Married
clergy “looking for an adventuresome
experience MUST bring their wives
for a prospective visit before making
commitment (at your own expense,
of course),” the advertisement says.

Young and Healthy

Bishop Mercer, speaking from
Bulawayo, said: “I did not actually
see the advertisement until it was
printed, and | had a momentary
feeling of ‘Oh, dear!” But | certainly
do not want to repudiate any of it. |
might have expressed it a little
differently, but Rev. McCarriar is an
American addressing Americans, and
he did it his way.

“Iimmediately thought: ‘Well, if
this doesn’t put them off, nothing
will’ — and that is all to the good. |
desperately need three or four
young, healthy men who can live off
the sniff of an oil-rag,

“Itis just as well that anyone who
would push the new liturgies should
be warned off from the start. Anyone
is free to use them, but the
congregations, especially the African
ones, do not like them. And it would
not help us to have a crusader for
women priests, because we have
enough conflict here already.

“I'would gladly accept priests from
the Continuing Church in the USA if
they are validly ordained, which |
believe they are.”

Planning to travel?

We know the Four Corners of the Earth

INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL ALLIANCE LTD

(SPONSORED BY EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY ALLIANCE)

Accredited Agents for All —
Airlines, Shipping Companies and Coach Tours

MR. JIM CASTLE
11th FLOOR, 39 YORK ST, SYDNEY, 2000.
TELEPHONE (02) 29 4136

WHAT A WESRLD

The battle for Alpha

Lesley Hicks

In the previous Record (Feb. 23) was
published the transcript of an interview
which, working with free-lance radio
producer Bill Gulson, | was able to obtain
with Dr Bernard Nathanson, former
abortion pioneer in the U.S. He had been
brought to Australia by FOUNDATION
GENIESIS, a recently formed organisation
one aim of which is to shed light from
research and expertise « n sanctity-of-life
issues like abortion, infanticide and
euthanasia, and on such new
developments as in-vitro fertilisation and
g(’"(‘ll( <'ng|n('('r|ng

Though Christian convictions motivate
many of its supporters, the Foundation is
non-sectarian; this is deliberate, as it is
reasoned that these basic life-and-death
issues are not necessarily religious
concerns, and sometimes have suffered
from being thus classified. By arranging
such tours and seminars as Dr
Nathanson'’s, the foundation hopes to
influence and educate public opinion
(Enquiries to PO. Box 554, Strathfield,
2135.)

ABORTING AMERICA

Dr Nathanson is the author (with R. N.
Ostling) of “Aborting America—a
Doctor’s Personal Report on the
Agonizing Issue of Abortion!” (Pub
Doubleday, NY.). Itis a witty, devastating
exposure of the whole movement, partly
masterminded by the highly qualified
obstetrician-gynaecologist Nathanson
himself, by which abortion was legalised
and became one of America’s top ten
industries. One can imagine the anger
and dismay of Nathanson's fellow-
fighters in the abortion cause, members
of the National Association for the Repeal
of Abortion Laws, later re-named
National Abortion Rights Action League,
when, as the seventies wore on, he
completely reversed his position

He writes at first a very personal
autobiography of his Orthodox Jewish
upbringing, and the harrowing
experience while in medical school of
procuring an abortion for his girlfriend.
During his Specialist hospital training he
had been appalled by the injuries and
complications suffered by poor women
as a result of botched abortians. He
rejected the hypocrisy of the existing
laws and worked for their repeal.

C.RAS.H.

During 1971-72 he directed in New York
the Center for Reproductive and Sexual
Health (known rather appropriately as
C.R.A.S.H.) which was the world’s largest
abortion clinic. He had been proud of its
record of 60,000 abortions without a
single maternal death, and admits in fact
to being responsible in his career for
75,000 abortions, either in a supervisory
or a personal capacity. By 1974 he was
able bluntly to admit that these were
human deaths, though he rejects the
term murder.

He analyses the specious arguments on
both sides of the debate — he has little
time for the Right to Life movement,
especially its religious aspects, but is
perhaps a little unfair in this as he has
moved so close to their position of high
respect for unborn life. When we met, |
asked him: “Now that you're fighting
against the abortion industry, what
strategies do you think could help cut
down the volume of slaughter, here and
in the U.S.2”

COUNTERING THE INDUSTRY
In his answer Dr Nathanson spoke only of
the importance of education — of the
“wide and deep dissemination of the
information we have accumulated on
foetology” to the general public, who
ultimately decide the issue. He tackles in
his book the question of reimposing legal
sanctions. | feel with understandable
reluctance. He believes that the
continued development of the Prosta
glandins, hormonal inducers of abortion,
will prevent any return to the horrors of
“backyard abortions” even if the law
once more intervened,

Seeking to write accurately and
objectively about the developing foetus,
he calls it “alpha” throughout the latter
part of the book, which is much more
technical and philosophical than the early
part

There is a useful appendix analysing
abortion as a religious issue, outlining the
positions of all the main U.S.
denominations and religions. Protestant
clergy, especially one Howard Moody,
played a vital role in opening the
aboriion floodgate in America.

| found Bernard Nathanson a curious
paradox — admirable in his moral and
intellectual honesty, wryly critical of his
past self-deceptions, yet, perhaps
because of his atheism, showing no past
or present sense of guilt for what he
admits were crimes against humankind,
however well-intentioned.

GUILT AND FORGIVENESS

Last year an anonymous reader wrote to
me and told of having once had an
abortion, without guilt and without
regrets. Since then she had become a
Christian, and wrote thankfully of the
wonder of forgiveness. Although she had
much to repent of, she did not feel that
the abortion needed to be included

Guilt need not be felt to be real in the
sight of God. | would like to say gently to
that person that her justifying letter
seemed to indicate a doubt about the
morality of abortion after all. That too
could be recognised as sin, confessed
and included under the cleansing cover
of the blood of Christ.

And | venture to suggest that Dr
Nathanson too needs to encounter Jesus
Christ and experience that appallingly
costly forgiveness.

Mittagong

BILL WORNER PTY. LTD. y

Phone (048) 711044

Sells and agents for Mazda and Volkswagens — Sales and Services

Suite 225-226 “Wingello” House,
Angel Place, Sydney 2000.

The Company is wholly owned by
Dioceses of the Church of England
and it operates entirely for the benefit
of the Church.

Telegrams: COFE, Sydney
Telephone: 233 3896

THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND INSURANCE CO. OF AUSE ITD.

¥

The goal is gaol

Through the outreach of Challenge Enterprises, based here in Ghana's capital, Accra over

700 prisoners in Ghana's penal institutions are studying the Bible by correspondence, and
meeting daily for prayer and encouragement

Much of this is the result of visitation by a Ghanaian prison chaplain from Challenge
Enterprises, who reported 246 conversions among prisoners in 1979

Challenge Enterprises, formed in 1975, is the continuation of Sudan Interior Mission’s

literature ministeries in Ghana. It is an indigenous organization

“Some of the men in the Accra prisons have completed 20 or more courses, some up

to 30, SIM's Jim Mason reports. The courses are produced by Emmaus Bible School in

Chicago. They are provided free of charge to prisoners at a cost to Challenge Enterprises

of approximately $3000 a year

Postage
included

This Book
is important...

‘““‘Here is christian philosophy born out of the Australian
experience — both pastoral and secular. | am grateful that Bruce
Wilson has sought to grapple with this. The book seeks to set up
sign posts on the pilgrimage which every person must make. It
shows that commitment to Christ makes the most sense in the
maze in which we find ourselves.”

Bishop John Reid,
Anglican Church, Sydney

Journey

Rev Bruce Wilson
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Please send me Bruce Wilson's “The Human Journey"
by return at $5.95 per copy. (Postage included)
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DIOCESE OF BRISBANE
FIELD OFFICER —
MINISTRY WITH CHILDREN

The successful applicant will be feggale, 20-
35 years preferably with primary school
teacher qualifications and typing experi-
ence. Detailed job description and con-
ditions on request. Applications in writing
marked “confidential” to
The Secretary,
Department of Christian Education
G.PO. Box 421, Brisbane 4001
Closing date 18th March, 1981

Goon NEws For MORMONS

Informative gospel newsheet with inside
information on the secret temple rituals of
the Mormon Church
4for§i
50 for §7
100 for $12

(post free)

Order from

GOOD NEWS,

P.O. Box 221, Baulkham Hills 2153
Also available

Goob News FOR JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES

Church Secretary

required for St Clement’s Anglican Church,
Mosman. Applicants should be competent typists

(25 years or over) preferably with sho
1owledge of General Office

i
nand

experience and sound
procedures

\pplications in writing in first instance ¢
The Churchwardens,
C/- Williams, Bugden & Co.,
Suite 2, 2nd Floor, 161 Clarence Street,
Sydney, NSW 2000

TUMUT YOUTH CAMP
EASTER & JUNE LONG WEEKEND
VACANCIES
Accomodation 60
Fully Catered
$5-57 per person per day
Enquiries: (069) 476232

SYDNEY MESSIANIC FELLOWSHIP

Mr. R. J. Porter, L.Th. will accept invitations to
deputise on behalf of the Sydney Messianic
Fellowship (an evangelical outreach to Jewish
people)

All enquiries —
The Secretary,
Miss G. Stargatt.
Phone 519 5512 (A.H. 774 4045)

STAINED GLASS WINDOWS
K. J. Little

19 Barden Street,
Arncliffe 2205

Phone: 599 7348

dvertisements may t

9 up fo noon 14 days befor date

harge is 15 per word with a minimum charge of $3.4

Interstate Services

PERTH St Alban s, 423 Beaufort Street Service: 9.30 am
Rector' Rev Ken Mcintyre Al welcome

( JRPARQO: St Stephen s, Brisbane, Crn Cavendish and
Chatsworth Roads. Visitors welcome. 7 30am and 9am Holy
v Rev Kgn Baker

Communion. 7pm Sunday at Seven. Rec

ondition ¢
0 cof

WANTED: Goc
hurch up t

s of SSR as gift to Asian
s required. Also requires

libraries seconc

Holiday Accommodation

CULBURRA via Nowra, 3 br. sewered all electri
6, close 1o lake, two surf beaches, fully equipped e
linen. Further info. 522-7648

FREE

This service to readers is a form of free adveitising. A person
wishing to buy or sell anything can place a free advertiscment
of up to three lines

1f the advertisement is successful, the advertis.w is asked to
pay The Church Record 10 per cent of the value of the sale
price. up to a maximum of $10 per advertisement

The service is known as FREE AD and runs on an honour
system. The advertiser will be responsible for forwarding to
The Church Record office what is owing

FOR SALE: Wedding dress size 10 handmade & designed
German lace & Georgette, Lace Bodice & insertions in train &
) Phone 50 5662 af

WANTED: 50 Hymnbooks —
Lamb 524 6112

Hymns of Faith” Rev. R E

WANTED: Piano (as gifty in good condition by Sydn
for church services Will pick up. Please ring 72 163(

FOR SALE. Wi 3 rods first quality in cartons $2 per kg All
proceeds tc

rt Moore College student. Phone 72 1630

OFFICE
SECRETARY

The Africa Evangelical Fellowship re-
quires an Office Secretary with book-
keeping training and/or experience for
its Australian Office.

This is a missionary position within the
A.EF. and Personal and other Allow-
ances will be paid under the Mission's
Partnership Support Scheme

Appll(‘am)n in MHI"Ig to:
The Rev. R. W. Dowthwaite
General Secretary,
P.O. Box 292,
Castle Hill, NSW 2154

Our expanding Media Department requires an experienced mass media journ
the team

You will need to know the Australian news media and be able to write for its many styles
You need to be able to research and write hard news stories, promotional stories,
feature articles and co-ordinate information to the media about news conferences and
special events. A comprehensive and challenging journalist job for a committed
christian to join the communications team located in Melbourne

“World “Vision of Australia

requires a

JOURNALIST

Interested in discussing this position?
Telephone (Reverse charges) Merilyn Hill (03) 699 8522
A CHRISTIAN HUMANITARIAN AID ORGANISATION

alist to join

Reverend Peter Jeffrey
Rucey EvanGeuicaL Crurch (UK)
Topic:

Man's Need of the Gospel Today’
March 18th: 7.30 pm
Moore College, Sydney
March 20th: 7.30 pm
Islington Baptist Church, Newcastle
Also Ministers’ Meeting

19th March 12-2 p.m.
Bible House, Sydney
Tea & Coffee Provided

B. Christian (02) 3717107
. Bell (049) 77 5207

REMOVALS
Small or Large
STORAGE-PACKING TAXI TRUCKS
Reasonable and Reliable

SMITH OWENS SERVICE
9 PIONEER AVE, THORNLEIGH
Phone: 84 6467
A/H: L. Owens 48 1539

LICENCE NO. R 54495
Peterson & Whitehouse
PAINTING AND PAPERING

SERVICE
FIRST CLASS WORKMANSHIP

Interior and Exterior WOOD COFFILL
ALL SUBURBS FUNERALS

Phone 78 8943 or 528 8186 Fhone
(Sydney)

Katoomba 82 2411

Metropolitan (All Branches) 80 0396

INTRODUCING
GOLDEN WEST
TOURS —
CHRISTIAN ORIENTATED
COACH TOURS

1. EASTER TOUR TO PORT
MACQUARIE: Departs Good Friday,
returns Easter Monday. Includes
Motel accommodation, all the main
attractions of Port Macquarie and
also allows time to attend the
church of your choice on Easter
Sunday. $177.50

2. BUSH CHURCH AID SOCIETY
TOURS —
These tours offer supporters and
other interested Christians the
chance to enjoy a Motel
accomodated tour, as well as the
ideal opportunity of meeting the
B.C.A. missioners in the bush situ-
ation. Over 250 people have en-
joyed these B.C.A. tours.
(a) CENTRAL AUSTRALIA: 19 Day
Motel tour departing Sydney on
17th June, 1981, Travel via Light-
ning Ridge, Western Qld., Winton,
Mount Isa, Tennant Creek, Alice
Springs, Ayers Rock, Coober Pedy,
Tarcoola, Port Augusta and Broken
Hill. $1060.
(b) NORTH WESTERN AUSTRALIA:
Fly to Darwin, Coach down the
West Coast and return on the
Indian Pacific. Departs July 7th
$1996.
(c) TASSIE IN THE SPRING: 15 day
tour departing 12th September
Empress of Australia crossing —
fully inclusive tour. $945,
(d) LIGHTNING RIDGE: Five day tour
departing 23rd October. Travel via
Dubbo, Open Range Zoo, Lightning
Ridge (BCA Centre) Warrum-
bungles and Coonabarabran.
$185.

3. CAIRNS AND THE GREAT BARRIER
REEF: Public sales tour departs
Sydney 22nd June, 1981. Stay
overnight on some islands, cruises
etc. 22 days: $1220.

COMPLETE LUGGAGE SERVICE
ON ALL TOURS

GOLDEN WEST TOURS

283 MAIN STREET,
KATOOMBA 2780

Phone (047) 82 1866

day or night
Lic. B220
B.C.A. Tour enquiries may be made with
BCA — Phone 264 3164

Head Office: 3rd Floor, 31 Queen St., Melbourne 3000
N.SW.: 11th Floor, 130 Phillip St., Sydney 2000
Qld.: 160 Edwards Street, Brisbane 4000

South Aust.: 2nd Floor, 44 Gawler Place, Adelaide 5000

1!1 MAKE A RESERVATION FOR

L YOUR NEXT HOLIDAY

WITH AUSTRALIAN CHURCH
TRAVEL SERVICE

1. BEST OF TASMANIA WITH TRANS OTWAY
This popular 11 day tour departs March 29th and visits all important places. Most meals
are included. Fares from Melbourne $779; Sydney $886; Brisbane $988; Adelaide
$877

2. SEE BEAUTIFUL NEW ZEALAND IN THE AUTUMN
Our March Tour is now full, but we will repeat this 18 day tour of both Islands departing
on April 29th. Fares are from Melbourne $1029; Sydney $994; Brisbane $1016. A 4 day
tour to Bay of Islands can be arranged at supplement of $256.

3. LANDS OF BIBLE TOUR
Departing March 17th for 11 days in Israel, 9 days in Greece (with a Greek Island
Cruise): and 6 days in Rome. Fare from Sydney or Melbourne $3146.

4. VISIT U.S.A. & CANADA
Departing April 29th with Rev. Hector Dunn this 37 day tour takes us on a
comprehensive tour through U.S.A., the Canadian Rockies, Niagara Falls, Grand Canyon
etc. Price from Melbourne is $3605

5. ACT.S. GRAND TOUR OF EUROPE WITH ISRAEL & GREECE
Departing on June 23rd we spend 10 days in Israel, 4 days in Greece, take a 15 day
tour of England, Scotland and Wales, 25 days touring on the Continent in 7 countries,
12 nights paid accommodation in London, and free time at own expense. This tour is
well priced at $5889 from Melbourne or Sydney.

6. VISIT CHINA 1981
Our 23 day tour departs 8th June for Hong Kong then China with 18 days based on
Kwangchow, Hangchow, Shanghai, Soochow, Nanking and Peking. Our Leader is the
Rev. Alec Hilliard and the price from Sydney is $2360

7. VISIT BEAUTIFUL CAIRNS
Leaving on June 27th this 26 day luxury coach tour travel via Princes Highway Sydney
and Brisbane to Cairns, returning with little duplication of route. Numerous cruises to
nearby Islands included. Fares from Melbourne $144 Sydney $1149; Brisbane $817

8. MIDDLE EAST ADVENTURE TOUR
This tour visits Bangkok (4 nights), Jordan (3 nights), Israel (10 nights), Egypt (9 nights)
and Singapore (2 nights). Unusual and most interesting. From Sydney or Melbourne
$3093

9. GRAND TOUR OF BRITAIN
See Britain in depth Leaving on August 1st this 37 day tour gives 29 nights in Britain,
with a 4 day stopover in Kuala Lumpur/Singapore. A value tour at $3485 from
Melbourne or Sydney. Group Leader is the Rev. Les Hatton, Chaplain St Andrews
Hospital

10. SAY IT WITH ORCHIDS

ACT.S. HOLIDAYS presents a 36 day TOUR TO AFRICA to coincide with the 10th WORLD
ORCHID CONFERENCE in Durban. Leaving on 5th September we spend 25 days in South
Africa, 9 days in Kenya, and 3 days in Mauritius. Our group leader is Tom Paterson
(former Director Road Transport with Commonwealth Department of Transport) assisted
by Miss Val Steward of Sydney. Fare from Sydney or Melbourne is $4250 Arrangements
can be made to take the South Africa section only at $3016

11. ALICE SPRINGS AND RED CENTRE

Departing 16th September this 12 day tour travel to Alice on the NEW GHAN and then
returns by air-conditioned luxury coach via Coober Pedy, Flinders Ranges, Mildura, etc
Our Leader is Mrs. Pam Bartlett of ACT.S. Melbourne Staff, and fares are from
Melbourne with 1st class on Ghan $872 or Economy class $835; Sydney $946 (909),
Adelaide $721 (684); Brisbane $1094 (1057). Pensioner concession is available

12. WEST AUSTRALIA AT WILD FLOWER TIME

Our annual 18 day tour to West Australia departs on October 19th by luxury air-
conditioned coach. Two nights are spent on the train on the return journey. Prices are
from Melbourne 1st Class Rail $1231, 2nd class rail $1186; Sydney $1308 (1236);
Adelaide $1093 (1048); Brisbane $1450 (1378). Pensioner discount is available

13. CRUISING WITH ACT.S./SITMAR IN BEAUTIFUL FAIRSTAR departing from Sydney.

July 12 — Brisbane, Whitsunday, Cairns, Ambon, Manila, Hong Kong, Singapore, Bali,
Darwin — 29 nights/8 ports. Fares from $1525-$4703

October 21 — Lautoka, Suva, Savu Savu, Apia, Pago Pago, Vavau, Nukualofa, Noumea,
19 nights/8 ports. Fares from $1045-$2645

January 31st 1982 — Milford Sound, Timaru, Picton, Wellington, Auckland, Bay of
Istands. 14 nights/6 ports with Rev. and Mrs. W. M. Constable. Fares from $855-$2030

Australian Church Travel Service Offices are Agents for all Sea, Land and Air Lines and
will assist with your group, individual, and business travel arrangements.

Awstralian Clarch Travel Servéce

(Director: Rev. W. M. Constable)

Phone: 62 7233
Phone: 233 8504
Phone: 221 3922
Phone: 223 6300

Lic. No. B317
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Often, Christians appear to experience
particular kinds of family problems which
emerge from their religious viewpoint.
They are more vulnerable to such
problems compared to non-Christian
people. One such problem is the
apparent reluctance of some Christians to
give thanks and encouragement to family
members in a natural and spontaneous
fashion. It sometimes is the case the
Christians take one another for granted
far too often and far too easily. An
additional complication in this area is that
some Christians find it equally difficult to
receive thanks and encouragement and
create tensions by failing to do so.

This reluctance and discomfort
surrounding the giving and receiving of
thanks, praise and encouragement seems
to stem from a fear that such activities
may lead to a sense of pride. This is seen
to create self-satisfaction and a failure to
acknowledge the role of God. | have
often heard such Christians state that it
should not be necessary to praise a
person for simply doing their duty as an
obedient spouse or child. There are some
serious flaws in this thinking. It is
unbiblical and highly likely to place
family relationships in grave difficulty. A
case study will illustrate these difficulties.

In a marriage counselling session a wife
tells her counsellor that she has become
tired of the way her husband takes her for
granted. She says that she has been

faithfully ministering to his needs for 15
years but there are rarely any words of
thanks, praise or encouragement. She
says that now she feels tired and can't
help but see her husband as a thankless
man who takes in everything that comes
his way but who is incapable of giving
out or giving back to his wife, his children
or even his friends.

The husband’s response to his wife's
feelings is to state that she is being
unchristian. That she should be obedient
and recognize her duty to her family and
not need or expect praise, thanks or
encouragement for simply doing what
God expects of her. Thanks and praise are
for children not for adults he says.

Needless to say his statement failed to
make his wife feel better. He was avoiding
his failure to minister to his wife's needs
by taking refuge in rigid rules. What he
couldn’t see is that even though it is true
that there are times when lavish thanks
and praise are not needed and a low-key
smile of gratitude is all that is necessary,
there are times when gratitude being
expressed and received is imporfant for
both persons in the relationship. We
should not want to take people for
granted or feel that we are being taken
for granted

But is it unbiblical or unchristian to act

in this way? Is there a danger of giving
thanks to people and not to God? Is there

T®® UNDERSTAND EACH

“I'm tired of being taken for granted!”

adanger of creating smug self-
satisfaction? These dangers are real
enough but they will only occur in
exceptional circumstances. Thanking
God's people for being used by Him is
not to overlook God. A genuine word of
thanks does not inevitably lead to pride.
Furthermore there is strong biblical
teaching in favour of expressing
gratitude, praise and encouragement.

For example, Paul often expressed a
genuine and sincere sense of gratitude by
writing words of praise and
encouragement to his readers: “So then
my brothers — and how dear you are to
me, and how | miss you! How happy you
make me, and how proud | am of you!
(Philippians 4:1); “I am so sure of you, |
take such pride in you” (Il Corinthians
7:4). In both cases he added words of
thanks for their encouragement and
practical help. Here we see a cycle of
giving and receiving thanks and
encouragement

There is no question of pride-for
pride’s-sake being created, nor of God
being left out of the picture. When Paul
thanks the Christians at Philippi for their
gifts he goes on to state: “And my God,
with all His abundant wealth in Christ
Jesus, will supply all your needs.” It is
clear that, God is seen as ministering to
them all and as using fellow Christians in
doing so. in thanking God there is a need

UX)
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Dr. Alan Craddock

to recognize the danger of taking his
agents for granted.

Given this example, Christians should
feel more relaxed about encouraging one
another and in expressing their real
feelings of gratitude and praise
Husbands and wives should recognize
the danger of appearing to take one
another for granted by failing to express
such feelings. The same dangers exist in
parent-child and sibling relationships. In
fact, in all our relationships we should be
prepared to act towards one another as
Paul did when he wrote the Christians at
Thessalonika: “Now we can give thanks
to God for you. We thank him for the joy
we have before our God because of you
Day and night we ask Him with all our
heart to let us see you personally and
supply what is needed in your faith.” {I
Thess. 3:9-10). Paul didn't keep his
gratitude and joy from them. He didn't
want to take them or God for granted. In
his prayers he thanked God and he  *
communicated his feelings to his fellow
Christians at Thessalonika

Here then, is a model for us, but why
is it that we so often fail to copy it? There
can surely be no reasons or
rationalizations that validly build upon
scripture, The failure is best rectified by
acknowledging this fact and by praying
for God's grace to give us wisdom and
love to express how we really feel. We
need to express it, and our loved ones
need to hear it.

BOOK REVIEWS

Reason Enough: A Case for the
Christian Faith

by Clark H. Pinnock (Paternoster
Press, 1980 £1.60)

Concerned to persuade those yet .
unconvinced to make a decision for Jesus
Christ, Clark Pinnock appeals to five areas
or categories of evidence which support
the Christian understanding of reality and
Christ’s claim on men’s lives. Appeals are
made to man'’s need for dignity and
worth, to religious experience (the drive
found in man that moves him to look
beyond himself), and, the quest for
intelligibility, to establish the cogency of
the theistic world view presupposed in
the Christian mesage. Using this theistic
world view the historical evidence of the
life of Jesus is examined and the gospel
message confirmed. Finally, Pinnock
appeals to man’s need to find wholeness
in the context of community.

In the area of apologetics there has
been a long debate between those who
stress the primacy of presuppositions and
those who emphasise the empirical
verifiability of Christianity. Clark Pinnock
adopts the evidentialist approach. The
weakness of this approach is clearly seen
in Pinnock’s appeal to the evidence of
man’s need for dignity and worth.

Pinnock argues that this deep drive or
need tells us something about ourselves
and the world. The fact that this need is
incapable of fulfilment in the naturalistic
world points towards another world. But
this argument presupposes that there is
purposive order in the world — the very
question which is at issue. Presuppose
purposive order and the argument will
hold. Pinnock recognises this fact but still
imagines that his argument has some
foce with those who do not hold this
presuppaosition.

While the book contains many useful
insights it will not move the tough-
minded atheist from his position.
However, it will be helpful for those who
are not Christians but are willing to see a
purposive order in creation.

Michael Hill

“If There Is a God, Why are there
Atheists?”

Dimension Books 1978

One of the chief attacks upon Christian
beliefs in the last two hundred years has
been on the grounds that God is a
projection of the human mind. It is
alleged that he was invented tc meet the
psychological needs of men. In this
interesting and useful book, Dr. Sprout
turns the argument on its head, by
arguing that no-one would invent the
sort of God that Christians believe in, and
that the atheist is really the one who is
projecting God on psychological
grounds. Thus, for example, the holiness
of the Biblical God is an affront to natural
man. While there is plenty of evidence
that men create gentle and ineffective
Gods (and to this extent Marx, Freud, &
Feuerbach are right), it is hard to agree
the the overwhelming holiness of the
Biblical God is a human construct.
Sprout’s case is well-argued, and would
be a useful addition to the stock of
Christian apologetics, especially at
student level. Its recourse to scripture,
while undeniably helpful, would
probably limit the book’s value as a work
that could be handed to unbelievers,
Nonetheless, this makes it all the more
useful as a study of unbelief and it should
be on church bookstalls and in the
minister’s study
Dr. Peter Jensen

The Challenge of Marxism

by K. Bockmuehl

LV.P. £1.95 1980

Klass Bockmuehl who is professor of
theology and ethics at Regent College,
Vancouver has not attempted a

dispassionate account of Marxism

Rather, he has written from a distinctively
Christian view and will the full intention
of contrasting Christian and Marxist
belief. He refuses to accept that there
could be a reconciliation between the
two on the grounds that atheism is
fundamental to Marxism. Along the way
he has not hesitated to confront modern
evangelicalism with its own weaknesses,
especially in the area of social ethics. To
Bockmuehl there is a danger of
identifying reform with Marxism.
Conservatives will then denounce reform
on this ground alone; progressives will to
readily accept a Marxist diagnosis and
therapy.

Bockmuehl's treatment of Marx will be
regarded as dangerously superficial by
some, but there is much in it which is
stimulating and informative. . . This is
especially because of his willingness to
present a vigorous Christian commentary
It was particularly good to read his views
on the importance of Christ’s call to
mission. He presents the Gospel chiefly in
terms of regeneration, however, an
approach which is at odds with his clear
interest in eschatology. Forgiveness and
peace with God are the first fruits of the
Gospel and God'’s favourable verdict on
the sinner is logically prior to the new
birth, however closely they are r«‘l.m-d0
Nevertheless, Bockmuehl writes well and
is convinced of the importance of
scriptural theology. This is an excellent
book for students.

Dr. Peter Jensen

Easter Drama Script

'If the Govemor Hears”
by Owen Shelley
(Runs 15 mins)

$1.00 from Insight Resources
Sydney Square Arcade or Scripture Union
129 York St.

DREWS REMOVALS

Local, Country & Interstate
G. & C. DREW
PTY. LTD.

(Established 1946)

No connection in any way with firms of
similar name.

68 Smiths Ave, Hurstville 2220
Telephorie: 50 8366
After Hours: 53 7377, 605 3690

ok

For encouragement, enlight
enment, and inspiration, read

THESE “INTERBAC' BOOKS
E ABLE FROM ALL
KSTORES

¥ ¥ ¥
P.O. Box 345, Mt. Waverley.
Victoria, 3149,

IMPACT BOOKSHOP

For largest selection of Theological
Books, together with General
Literatuie and Cassette Lectures
Church Bookstalls and House Party
Accounts Arranged

Contact Charles Mann
(Manager)
Telephone (02) 51 2225

Look for the NEW Shop-front
near:Queen Street

MOORE COLLEGE
18 King Street
Newtown 2042
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ACC
shareholder in
multi national

The Australian Council of Churches has
joined with the Anglican Church of
Canada and two Roman Catholic orders
in the USA to co-sponsor a share-holder
resolution at the annual meeting of the
US based mining company, AMAX Inc.
The resolution protests the oil drilling by
AMAX late last year on Noonkanbah
station in North Western Australia
without the consent of the Yungngara
Aboriginal community, the leaseholders
of Noonkanbah.

The ACC bought one share in AMAX in
November 1980 in order to file such a
shareholder resolution. The New York
based Interfaith Centre on Corporate
Responsibility has assisted in filing the
resolution and is co-ordinating this
unique Canadian-US-Australian church
action

The resolution calls on AMAX not to
participate “in any mining or prospecting
on Aboriginal sacred sites in Australia
without the written permission of the
Aboriginal Community who are
caretakers of such sites, and then only
after coming to an agreement with the
Aboriginal people upon the preservation
and protection of the Aboriginal way of
life, culture and tradition.”

Minister now
directs funerals

A Melbourne Uniting Church minister
has decided to move from parish work to
funeral directing.

The Revd. John McCahon, has given up
his parish ministry at Bentieigh to apply
his 20 years of pastoral experience to the
special needs of the dying and the
bereaved.

SELF-GIVING
“You could sum up in this way: some
people spend a lot of money and little of
themselves and | would like them to
spend a lot less money and give a lot
more of themselves to that final
relationship with the dead person’

Apart from helping the family face the
grieving process in a realistic, helpful way,
he says he would also like to help protect
their savings

“| try to provide an inexpensive,
professional and totally trustworthy
service,” he said

“That means | would tell the people all
the options that are available and don't
jack up the price.

“But | want to make it clear that I'm not
doing this because | think all the others
are bad. { have worked with other funeral
people and | think they're quite
reputable; but their charges seem pretty
high!

John McCahon sees his new work as a

creative ministry

A voice from

By Stefan Bankov
UE’s gospel broadcaster to Bulgaria
On behalf of those whom I serve thr
Slavic countries, | wish to say

Your people in Your time

New Testament Tod

pastors, Sunday school teachers, and

and open service is forbidden

n 480 lectures, ar

help fill the need of Christian edt

homeland

For further information on UE

“I remember when | had only a ..
| remember when, 15 years ago as a pastor in Bulgaria, | had only a little pocket
through the faithful ministry of UE our pastors there have
3ibles, songbooks and concordances. Today, UE uses radio broadcasts to train
} evangelists to serve the Lord where free

behind
the Iron Curtain says
‘Thank you, UFE’

dio broadcasts to Bulgaria and other

u, Lord for UE’s 20 years of faithful

work, and for the leaders of this mission who are chosen to do Your work for

. New Testament.”

“I have preached more than 1,535 sermons.”

r of this mission, by God'’s grace and
ve preached more than 1,535 sermons,
1 four books in systematic theology to
Church in my Communist

“I want to say thanks to all of you.”

For enabling me to do this work during these 20 years | want to say “thanks”
to all,of you faithful supporters. Remember Matthew 24:14: “And this gospel of
the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all the nations;
and then the end shall come.’ s

Ministry to Communist Countries

Write to UE. PMB 444, BANKSTOWN, NSW 2200

The Australian Church Record has been bringing the news
on Church affairs for 100 years, 1880-1980

Sunday Schools
... as you were!

The Customs Department directive dated
May, 1980: “Sunday Schools are no longer
to be considered as a school or
educational institution”, has now been
rescinded, following recent protests. A
spokesman in the Customs Department
has verified that the original directive has
been cancelled.

Sunday Schools are again regarded as
Educational Institutions according to the
Act, and therefore qualify under item 22
for exemption from import duty on
certain materials which means a huge
saving for imported material.

More Moore
more prayer

This year there are twenty students
enrolled in the full time one year Bible
and Missions course which was
commenced in 1980.

Canon John Chapman will be the
speakef at the College’s Commencement,
on Monday, March 16, when the college
awards its Diplomas of Arts in Theology
and its first Diplomas of Bible and
Missions.

65 new full time students including
students from Deaconess House are
enrolled at Moore College for their first
year bringing the total college enrolment
to 140

The Night of Prayer for Moore
Theological College will be held on
Thursday, April 2, at the College Chapel.
“All people are invited to come and take
part in this time both of thanksgiving to
God for the work of the College and pray
for its future. Two sessions will be held,
one beginning at 7.15 and the other at
8.15," said Canon John Chapman, who is
organising the evening.

Bibles
for
China

by urgent request
of Chinese Christians

$10 provides personal
delivery of one bible
to a remote village

HELP THE CHINESE CHURCH

Open Doors Bible Appeal
PO Box 724, Crows Nest 2065
Phone (02) 438-2877

Enclosed $

Name

Address

Code

—]Please send a free copy
of “Love China Today
Patron: Corrie ten Boom
80.682/ACR

Asians for African Mission

Four more Asians have joined the ranks of Sudan Interior Mission through a committee
set up here to encourage missionary interest of East Asian churches.

Pastor and Mrs. Hsueh Yu Kwong are from Singapore and will be SIM Representatives
in East Asia. Pastor Kwong is principal of a Bible school in Malaysia. He and his wife went
through the Communist revolution in mainland China and have twice visited [ thopia to
encourage churches as their country experiences a similar upheaval.

Rev. Samuel Kang and his wife, from Korea, are to serve in Nigeria. Kang was ordained
by the Presbyterian Church and earned the M.Div. degree from the Presbyterian
Theological Seminary in Seoul. He has been a pastor, an assistant chaplain in the Korean

Air Force, and chaplain of a high school

Singaporeans Dr. and Mrs. Andrew Ng also serve with SIM, at Galmi Hospital, in Niger

Republic

an independent

provocative
every two weeks

The Australian 5t

Y

NAME
ADDRESS

Subscription for 12 months’ issues

Sydney Square, Sydney, NSW, 2000.

Enter me as a new Subscriber to the

evangelical voice

Bringing you the most important Church news from Australia and overseas

Become a subscriber now through our special introductory offer: $6 for 12
months’ issues (Normal Subscription $10). Theological Students $4

CHURCH

1 RECORD

POSTCODE

Australian Church Record. | enclose $6.00

Post coupon to The Australian Church Record Ltd, Square Level, St Andrew'’s House,
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NEW CHRISTIAN FILMS IN COLOR

The Tanglewood’s Secret
CHILDREN'S CLASSIC NOW ON FILM
a night to bring the whole family
« Super Christian

Clark Cant learns that the Christian faith is for
every day of the week, not just for Sundays

SYDNEY — FRI 27th MAR at 8 pm.

(Adult, $3.00, Child $2). (Family tickets $8.75) (Concession rates for 20 or more)

For Reservation contact

THE GOSPEL FILM MINISTRY LTD.

8thFloor, 309 Pitt St, Sydney. N.S.W. 2000 Phone: (02) 267-3911
Also at Melbourne, Adelaide, drisbane, Perth
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WORLD'S LARGEST CONVENTION — 120,000 MET HER

The world’s largest convention was recently held in this building on a dry river bed in Kerala State, South India, where

Bishop John Reid from Sydney was one of the speakers. He said, ‘Even though the meetings lasted from 2 to 3 hours there
was a real spirit of reverence and you could have heard the proverbial pin drop! The convention is organised by the Mar
Thoma church and evangelisitic association and was begun 86 years ago by The Reverend Thomas Walker, a CM.S.

missionary.

The convention is held for 8 days and other speakers included Bishop Palma Presiding Methodist Bishop of India, Dr

Masilamani from Bangalore and Dr Rodger, former President of the Methodist Conference of Great Britain,

You should be th'e Church’s spokesman

Hans Florin speaks with Bishop Cameron at a Sydney seminar recently.
“Bishops should be the spokesmen for the Church, expressing not their own

views, but as far as possible the corporate belief of the church,” said Dr. Hans
Florin, who was speaking in Sydney for the World Association for Christian
Communication, a professional service agency for facilitating and training

Christian communicators, particularly in the Third World.

THE ELECTRONIC CHURCH
CRITICISED

"“Robert Schuller’s Crystal Cathedral
and Rex Humbard’s programme are a
tremendous threat to the public
work the churches are doing.
Professionally it is the slickest, best
imitation of the secular mixed
entertainment and information show.
But itis not the church,” he said.

“It promotes a selective gospel
only, to appease and comfort people.
Itis designed to be broadcast
beyond North America to Third
World countries encouraging people
in the name of Jesus to stand down in
their claim for the resources of the
world and directing them to the
rewards of Paradise. It is an.utter
perversion of the gospel.

“The electronic star is himself the
guardian of the theological tradition
he preaches if there is any theology.
But no one individual can have that
authority. It rests with the church as a
whole!

LOOK FOR NEW WAYS TO
COMMUNICATE

“The church has used television'’s
approach to entertain, inform, and
persuade to consume. But it has not
thought whether this is the
appropriate way of communicating
the gospel. Television is in danger of
being petrified. It is most urgent that
we find new ways of reaching
people.

Coninyred plige 5

Library
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Ramon Williams

Wycliffe to ransom

In the early morning of Saturday,
March 7th, Wycliffe Bible translator
Chester Bitterman was executed by
terrorists in Columbia, South
America. His body was found in an
abandoned bus. He was kidnapped
on January 19th, the terrorists
demanding that Wycliffe cease its
Bible translation work there. He
leaves a wife and two small children.

Rev. Greg Blaxland Federal
Secretary for SAMS was in La Paz,
Bolivia, staying with leaders of
Wycliffe when the news came of
Bitterman’s kidnapping. He told the
Church Record “Because Wycliffe
was bringing the written word of
God to these people, they became a
target for those who fear and hate
the truth of God.

S.LL. has worked in Colombia since
1962 and currently has over 200
members in the country, working in
36 language groups. There is an
urgent need to pray for the
protection of all these members and
their families.
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Divorcees —
they can now
be UK priests

The Church of England this week
took a unique step in accepting
divorce as a fact of life and allowing *
divorcees a place in the Church

In future, divorcees who re-marry
will be able to take Holy Communion
and divorced men re-marrying in
their former partner’s lifetime will be
allowed to become priests

The whole question of the re
marriage of divorcees has been left
until July’s meeting of General Synod
But on Tuesday it gave its blessing to
the above proposals as well as
allowing divorced and re-married
( |(’-!;,;\ to continue as vicars or rectors
and private services of prayer and
dedication for re-married divorcees

Dame Betty Ridley told Synod the
main concern of the Standing
Committee in preparing the report
Marriage and the Church’s Task had
been a high view of wedlock.

The Bishop of Winchester, the Rt
Rev. John Taylor, emphasised that
Synod’s priority commitment should
be to strengthen the relationship
between husbands and wives and to
help repair marriage breakdown
Whatever happened, he said, we
must dismiss the idea that separation
is preferable to trying to sustain the
relationship.

Ann Warren suggested that Synod
take the opportunity to discuss what
could be done to improve the quality
of marriage itself. Since marriage was
supposed to be a picture of Christ’s
love for the Church she asked
whether Christians had actually
understood that this meant working
at our own relationships — so that
we could not be accused I cannot
hear what you say because what you
are speaks so loudly.”

Ann Warren also recommended
that Marriage Preparation should be
considerably extended, and that
many lay people in the parishes
should be trained to help with
marriage counselling. It was not
nearly so specialist a calling as
people seemed to think.

Eleven o’clock struck and the
Archbishop rose to announce the
news of Prince Charles’ engagement
to loud applause from the floor.

He went on to say that he was
“frankly amazed” that so little effort
and research had gone into marriage
support. We need a realistic lobby, he
said, for marriage education in
schools. But the subject of
remarriage was also very important,
for we were dealing with people who
had grown through suffering.

The floodgates of divorce were
already open, he said, and no
decisions taken in Synod could
change that.

The Bishop of Norwich, the Rt. Rev.
Maurice Wood, reiterated the need
for Christian couples to work at their
relationships.
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