OFF TO THE CRYSTAL CATHEDRAL

¥

OPENING

The first party of 40 people left Sydney, Tuesday September 2nd, headed for the grand opening and dedication services
of the Robert Schuller Ministries’ CRYSTAL CATHEDRAL at the Garden Grove Community Church.

Three separate dedication services are planned, so as to accommodate the thousands who are planning to attend.

Amongst the first group was well known Australian athlete, Marjorie Jackson (“The | ithgow Flash”). Following the death

of her husband, Mr, Nelson, Mrs. Jackson-Nelson has initiated a fund to help fight leukemia. Many have come to her for
assistance, and she suggests that if they want a message of hope, they should view the TV program, HOUR OF POWER,

by Dr. Robert Schuller.

Leaves for
Extended Tour

The Rev. Greg Blaxland has just
completed, at the end of August, a
total of 15 years and 5 months service
with the South American Missionary
Society and has taken his long service
leave from 18th September to 18th
December. Prior to commencing this
leave, he will lead a series of lectures
at the S.AM.S. International
Candidates’ Training Course at
Union Mills, North Carolina, U.S.A.,
where some 30 candidates from the
United States, the United Kingdom
and Australasia commenced their
special orientation course on 8th
July.

Mr. Blaxland with his wife, Judith,
and three sons Peter (19), John (17)
and Andrew (15), will spend three
months at a Discipleship Training
School in Hawaii. The School is
conducted by the International
Interdenominational Fellowship
known as Youth With A Mission.
Following this training, the Blaxland
family hopes to revisit several areas
of Anglican work in South America,
returning to Australia in early
February 1981.

None of the expenses involved in
the foregoing will be drawn from the
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OBEY ... and go to jail!

Chuck Colson of the Prison Fellowship in the U.S.A., addressed a special
breakfast meeting in Sydney, Tuesday September 2nd. The challenge to the 400
guests present was that of being obedient to the Lord and following His will,
even if it meant going to prison . . . to visit the inmates!

Jim Chaousis (Executive Director, Prison Fellowship of Australia) with the
Founder, Charles (Chuck) Colson, at the meeting in Sydney.
Photo Ramon Williams.
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Seminars at Katoomba Conference

Six seminars are planned for the
Saturday and Sunday afternoons of
the “World Missions in the Eighties”
Conference at Katoomba, N.S.W.

Each Seminar is planned by its
Chairman who is also responsible for
running the session. Those attending
the Conference may choose which
they wish to attend.

Subjects being dealt with are
Literature — its writing, production,
publishing, distribution and impact.
Youth — their needs and aspirations
in developing countries and how to
reach them with the Gospel.
Leadership Training — at all levels

church Bible studies. These are to be
on the Saturday afternoon

On Sunday there will be in-depth
sessions on Communications — by
all means including radio; the place
and potential of Medical work in the
eighties and a full session on Training
— what to do and what to study to
be an effective missionary.

The key-note of these Seminars is
the extent of inter-mission society
co-operation that has been
engendered in their planning and
presentation. The whole Conference
is marked by the high level of

including Theological Education by
Extension, residential Colleges, local

fellowship among the various
participating societies,

The Winners!

Ann Galloway, Assistant Manager of the S.U. Bookshop, Perth with her award
for the best bookshop in Australia, together with Brian Burleigh, General
Manager of Bookhouse Australia Ltd. with the award for the best exhibitor.

The standard set at the C.B.A.A. Convention was very high and is believed to
exceed anything in the commercial book selling area, in Australia,

photo Ramon Williams

ON DRUG TRIP

(Left to right) Alan Monson, Peter Engeler, Dave Ellis and George Capsis, Christians from Sydney, show some of the
Cantonese hand signs learnt during their four week holiday — helping in a Christian drug rehabilitation program, on Dawn
island near Hong Kong. There, drug users seeking to be rehabilitated, are matched with a former drug-user, who has an
understanding of what they are going through. Called “Siamese twins”, the worker is alongside to encourage and help,

24 hours a day! The success rate is higher than any drug programme conducted by the Government. In Hong Kong, there
are over 250,000 known drug users, most starting at the age of 12-13 years, Many on Dawn Island have criminal records,

one being a murderer.

photo Ramon Williams
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Kenyan Church

t ‘wak g
(l;}u;ayv;l)i:‘ifeup
Unless Kenyan Christians ‘wake up’
and support the work of the Bible
Society in their country, one day it
will be very difficult to find Bibles in
Kenya

That is the verdict of the newly
appointed general secretary of the
Bible Society of Kenya, Pastor Joseph
Musembi.

fhere are 40 main languages
spoken in Kenya but so far the
complete Bible is only available in
nine of them. “The Maasai, for
example, have been crying out for a
Bible for 15 years,” he says

Although the Bible Society of
Kenya is heavily subsidised by
friendly churches and religious
organisations in the United States
and Europe, the support it has
received from local Kenyan churches
has been negligible
‘Uncomfortable’

Pastor Musembi wonders why the six
million Ckristians who attend church
every Sunday in Kenya cannot raise
the money required so that the Bible
Society can fill the demand.

The reason, it is believed, is that for
many years missionaries have
provided money for church work in
Kenya. Already many donors are
uncomfortable about having to give
money to Bible Society of Kenya
every year, They feel that Kenya
churches and Christians can easily
raise the necessary funds, and Pastor
Musembi agrees.

Fountain Trust to close — not

economic but

‘in obedience
to God’

The Fountain Trust, the charismatic
organisation which in its relatively
short life of sixteen years has become
a noted institution in the Church, is
to close down at the end of this year.

A sad thing, you might think, and
yet one more mark of the religious
recession which has long pre-dated
the present economic one. But not
50, The trustees and executive
committee announced on Monday
that all activities would cease on
December 31 “in joyful obedience to
God.”

Their statement said that the
decision was a unanimous one, taken
after much prayer. “There has been
no pressure whatsover, financial or
otherwise, in this decision. We have
taken it in peace and harmony that
this is the call of God.”

The six full-time and three part-
time employees of the Trust who will
joint the ranks of the two million
unemployed are apparently quite
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cheerful at the prospect, and are said
to be also in full agreement with the
decision to close down.

Trust members had some difficulty
in explaining to the Press conference
which they called in London how
and why they had arrived at the
conviction that the organisation
should close because, as is well
known, while God sometimes makes
it clear that he wants something
done, he does not always bother to
spell out why.

However, it seems that it is at least
partly because of its success in
becoming a sort of institution that
the Trust must now close. Institutions
tend to try to encapsulate God, said
the director, the Rev. Michael Barling,
in cautioning people to think very
carefully before starting up new
organisations to take the Fountain
Trust's place.

But, from the more positive angle,
it was felt that the Trust had helped
prompt a host of groups and
activities, especially at the local level,
which could now carry on the Trust’s
task of encouraging the renewing
work of the Holy Spirit.

The Trustees’ statement said they
were convinced that God was saying
that the Fountain Trust had played its
part and that this particular ministry
must come to an end. “We do not
pretend to know how God intends to
see this work continue to move
forward,” they declared, but “we do
believe that this act of obedience will
prove to be a positive contribution to
the whole work of renewal.”

W.C.C and RES
Membership

Membership in the World Council
of Churches has been a bone of
contention for the Reformed
Ecumenical Synod churches for
nearly three decades and it will
continue to be debated at least until
1984. The RES Nimes, France which
adjourned on 25 July decided to
make one last try to reach agreement
on the nettlesome issue and
authorised the appointment of an 8- _
member committee to study the
issue further, with a view to reaching
a final decision in 1984,

The Advisory Committee reported
that all the members of the
committee, regardless of viewpoint,
are of the conviction that the matter
of membership in the WCC ought
not to be allowed to continue
unresolved, occupying so much of
the time and energy of every meeting
of the Synod and undermining the
unity of the Synod. They agreed that
this Synod ought to initiate action to
enable the Synod of 1984 to make a
definitive decision concerning WCC
membership, whatever that decision
may be.

The delegates of the Free Church
of Scotland and the Reformed
Presbyterian Church of Ireland had
been given a directive from their
respective churches to seek
resolution of this matter at this

f

Dartiguliu_fynod

They were deeply disappointed,
therefore, that after seven synods
and 29 years of debate, the matter
still rests on the Synod table. They
recognised nevertheless, that the
matter will finally be disposed of in
full accordance with the constitution
of the RES, at the next meeting of the
Synod.

In acting on the proposals of the
Advisory Committee, the Synod
reaffirmed the advice given by every
meeting of the RES since 1953
onwards to member churches not to
join the WCC. It then instructed the
Interim Committee to appoint a
study committee “to make a
comprehensive study, from Scripture
and our confessions, of the
Reformed concept of the church and
its implications for current and future
ecumenical relationships”.

The committee is instructed to
include in its study the question of
the membership of churches in the
WCC and to give serious attention to
the ecumenical relationship of the
younger RES churches.

To implement the study, a
committee of eight persons, two
each from Africa, the Americas,
Europe, Asia and the South Pacific
has been formed. They are asked in
turn to form regional committees in
which the churches in the area will
be involved. The final report is due in
July 1983, one year before the final
decision is made.

(RES NE 8/12/80)
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Development

reached? One can suspect that it is

for it gives room to manoeuvre

and then the church.

ED<=TORIAL

Evangelicals and the Doctrine of

This generation endorses as regular what the previous generation regarded as
irregular. This is not only true of the secular world but is fast becoming true of
the Christian Church. Evangelicals are not exempt from gradually endorsing
views they once regarded as unscriptural.

The method of endorsement is by way of /gradually being conditioned by
friends or others in their denomination whose irregularity in practice has never
been the subject of scrutiny or discipline. It becomes endorsement by default.

For example the issue of divorce. Ten years ago that was an issue upon which
the Anglican Church was united in Australia. There was unanimitv that the
Scriptures were opposed to it except on the grounds specifically stated. There
was a little uncertainty on the statements in 1 Corinthians 7, but that seeming
ambiguity could be clarified by a careful examination of the text.

Ten years later the matter is being resolved not by reference to the Scriptures,
for we have ‘gone past’ that stage in the debate. We are now gradually being
conditioned to believe that there is no finality on the matter in the Word of God.
The law of the land as it now is in 1980 is the determinator of our practice in
the church, give or take a little window dressing. It will soon be the case that
few will defend the issue from the Word of God from a rather vague feeling that
if the theologians cannot agree on the meaning of texts, then the straight
forward reading of passages will invite the charge of fundamentalist.

What we have is simply an endorsement of the position of John Henry
Newman in the last months of Anglican days when he published his “Essays on
the Development of Christian Doctrine”. He was seeking to explain why he
could now accept teaching and practices in contemporary Roman Catholicism
which were not in the Bible. More modern exponents of this position were once
only among the ranks of the so called liberal theologians who likewise believe
that previous doctrinal stances must undergo modification in the light of the
generally accepted thinking of our age.

Evangelicals are in danger of being conditioned by others and quietly
capitulating on issues that were once regarded as open and shut cases when
reference was made solely to the Word of God. If we are honest on many issues
we are relieved to agree with the general trends in secular thinking when
‘theologians’ or members of doctrinal commissions cannot reach unanimity. It
makes living less difficult. Is it right to assume that members of such bodies or
professional theologians are likewise happy to allow no final conclusions to be

Are we not also relieved when evangelicals cannot reach any final agreement,

Of course we are not going to fall into the trap of saying that there are not
issues whose complexity does not demand that we search the Word of God
again, but many of the issues we were once sure about because of the simple
witness of the Bible we are now adopting a different stance on, not because of
new evidence in the Bible, but simply because of a new stance in our society

Are not in danger of becoming Evangelical Newmanites?

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Sir

Having recently written to the Church
Record, | am moved to write again. | write to
express my support for the letter of Rev. Fred
Nile (A.C.R. September 8) re A.C.R.'s new
editorial policy and my astonishment at your
summary dismissal of his letter as “alarmist
and the untrue statement “There are few news

s releases printed in the paper that come within
the category of Mr. Nile’s concern

As this year has progressed, | have viewed
with increasing concern the new editorial
policy of reporting at times very questionable
items without comment or guidance. This is
neither biblical nor christian, for it is not
doctrinal

The church has not been commissioned to
be in the newspaper business. It has been
commissioned to preach the gospel and
therefore can only justify publishing
newspapers iF'they are an avenue or aid to
proclaim Christian truth

The gospel is not simply facts. It is also an
interpretation of those facts. All four gospel
writers carefully choose and arrange their
material to get their particular message across
John is quite explicit about this — John 20.
30,31. It is not our place to give the devil an
opportunity to speak, in order to be fair and
let people make up their own minds. He has
enough opportunity as it is. “Whose mouths
must be stopped” (Titus 1.11)

| think it is very unwise for the Church
Record to publish film reviews at all. Even to
attend the cinema is a delicate matter among
evangelical Christians (has the Church Record
not heard of the “weaker brother” argument
as a guiding factor in areas of doubtful
conduct? — Romans 14.21; 1 Corinthians 8.13),
let alone guiding us in degrees of sin

My concern in these matters is much more
than just the new direction of A.C.R. It is what
is happening in evangelicalism to-day — the
“new evangelicalism” which is to a large extent
a counterfeit. Mr. Nile rightly draws attention
to the new “trendy-evangelical”. The only
meaning | can give to ‘trendy’ is ‘going with
the world’, and that my Bible calls adultery
and enmity with God. James 4.4; 1 John 2.15.

May God open our eyes before it is too late
and | hope both the editor and Board of

Management of Church Record will watch the
situation very carefully. It is very serious

(Rev.) Maxwell Bonner

Dear Sir,

As a long-time reader of the “Record”, |
deeply regret your change in editorial policy,
and agree with both the Rev. Fred Nile and
Edward Rock (ACR 8/9/80) that it is essential
to comment on the various apostasies of

Christian” churches which you report
Otherwise, the impression received is one of
approval

Maybe the idea is to shock us into a return
to the pure Bible-believing faith. Admittedly,
the brainwashing which Christians have
undergone in the past decade has been so all-
pervading that today, as | turn the pages of my
Bible, the Christ of Old and New Testaments
seems not to belong to present-day churches
(with exceptions of course)

I am sick of hearing the word “racist” from
the pulpit, especially. when our God — the
God of Jacob and the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ was most selective — Abraham, Isaac
(Ishmael rejected), Jacob (Esau rejected)
There was also the incident of the Syro-
Phoenician woman (Mark 7:27) which today
would have brought Jesus before the Race
Relations Board. As for Exodus 11:7, no clergy
would dare state aloud “Against any of the
children of Israel shall not a dog move his
tongue, against man or beast; that ye may
know how that the LORD DOTH PUT A
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE EGYPTIANS AND
ISRAEL"

Certainly God always selects for the
furtherance of His Kingdom and to fulfil His
sacred Oath to Abraham, but these are ancient
things in which Christians generally are not
particularly interested. It would seem that the
Church today, like our Government, likes to
measure its every action by “world opinion”

Of course we do not want to isolate
ourselves from the world but rather, where
essential, reprove it. Unfortunately, we have
loved our neighbours'so well, that we have
flung open our doors to Moslems, Buddhists
and every imaginable religion, thus forming
conclaves of different peoples in our midst
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Can you take your family to see it?

Xanadu

Here it is Monday the 15th of September — let’s go and review a movie. In
the movie belt of Sydney there’s only one “G” rated movie we haven't seen.

Xanadu,

So, with a choice of one, Olivia Newton-John and Gene Kelly, off we go.

Expectantly,

Xanadu is a perfect iliustration of the old maxim in TV advertising — “Clever
effects will never substitute for a lack of story line”.

Every visual trick in the Hollywood book has been used. Special effects litter
the film but it does not help a bit. Xanadu is a miss hit. It moves at snail’s pace
through anything that gives ONJ a chance to exercise her vocal chords.

Add to that the NRC rating the film should have drawn for some of the
tasteless and suggestive dance scenes and you have a film they should pay you

to go and see and not v/v.

Don’t let your childrent waste their time and money on Xanadu.

G. Holt

MAINLY AB“UT PE““PLE

GIPPSLAND

Very Rev. Dr. C. B. Alexander, Dean Emeritus,
died August 2nd.

Rev. David Greentree is to be Minister-in-
Charge of Lang Lang

Rev. Atsushi Shibaoka is to be Minister-in-
Charge of Omeo

Rev. Noel Richards will be inducted into the
parish of St. Philip's Cowes on October 3rd.

ROCKHAMPTON
Rev. C. Andrews will be ordained priest in St.

Saviour’s Gladstone on September 25th.

SYDNEY

Mr Mark Bensted as Director of Music of St,
Matthew’s Manly, the Rev. David Cohen, (has
been announced) to take effect from 1st
December, 1980.

ADELAIDGE
The Rev. W. J. Ogle has accepted cure of souls
of St. Paul’s Pulteney Street, Adelaide as Priest

in Charge. The appointment takes effect as
from 1st September, 1980.

who, eventually, will outnumber Christians —
all because we do not know God's Master Plan
and our place in it.

These are a few of the thoughts stimulated
by the Record’s new editorial policy.
Mrs P, Creasey

Dear Sir,

The recent article entitled ““Christians
Should Help Buddhists” was both interesting
and timely given the earlier article “Buddhists
use Melbourne Church Hall”, and the
correspondence that provoked

No-one would disagree with the opening
statement in the more recent article

“Christians should be willing to help
Buddhists for no other reason than theit
needs”

Minds differ however as to the form that ‘help’
should take. The correspondents thought that
certain ‘help’ offered may have been “making
crooked the straight paths of the Lard” (Acts
13:10)

Archdeacon David Chambers has said that
the good Samaritan was a “perfect evangelist”
Rather, did he not prove to be the victim's
“neighbour’’? Was it not Philip (Acts 8) who
was the evangelist? Look what he did,

And although faith without works is dead
(Jas. 2:17,26), what of works without faith and
obedience? For Abraham’s faith was “active”,
along with this works (Jas. 2:22). Any ‘good’
unbeliever can perform good works. Was The
Samaritan more than that?

Tolerance is an admirable quality. But in this
age of tolerance there is a danger that it begins
to merge into ‘conformity to this world’ (Rom.
12:2). Christians must not be reluctant to draw
the line. Jesus drew the line at relaxing (let
alone breaking) one of the least
commandments (Matt, 5:19).

Soppy pandering to the unbelief of men is
alien to Christianity. The real purpose of

Christians is clearly recorded (Acts 20:21,24
and 26:18). And although Paul became all
things to all men, would he have permitted
Buddhist practices in the synogogue? He
underwent this metamorphosis “for the sake
of the Gospel” (1 Cor. 9:23).

And saving faith comes “from what is heard,
and what is heard comes by the preaching of
Christ” (Rom. 10:17), not from the mute
Samaritan. And what the Lord said to Samuel
is worth repeating:

“they have not rejected you, but they have

rejected Me from being King over them”
(1 Sam. 8:76). So have the Buddhists, atheists
etc. Gideon was much wiser (Judg. 8:22,23).
“How beautiful are the feet of those who
preach good news”,

Gavin. J. Lawrie

Dear Sir,

I have been interested to read about the
travels in Western Australia of the present
Primate, Dr Marcus Loane. There must be
many people in Bunbury who can recall the
visit of Dr Mowll, who visited Western
Australia in the middle of this century. The
present “Church of the Resurrection” was
blessed by him in its present state. It was
enlarged to double the size of the original
building. | was present on that splendid
occasion and meeting such an outstanding
“Man of God" has always stayed in my
memory. Archbishop Mowll was so very tall
and preached a magnificent sermon.

Next day, a CJvic Reception was given by the
Town Council, at which my husband and | met
Mrs Mowll, who had spent so many years
working as a missionary in China. Meeting this
wonderful couple is one of my happiest
memories. | know Sir Marcus Loane wrote a
biography of Dr Mowll, and that he admired
him exceedingly.

Christina F. Stokes,
Lay Canon of St Boniface Cathedral.

Cont. on page 7
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THE PROGRAMME

TO COMBAT RACISM

THAT SPECIAL FUND —
WHAT SHOULD EVANGELICALS DO?

Dr. Klass Runia who has written on the W.C.C. an evangelical
assessment in Dutch met informally with the members of the
Sydney Diocese’s Ecumenical Affairs Committee and others on the

P.R.C.

The real problem is not with the
PRC itself but the Special Fund that
has been attached to it and from
which money is distributed among
the racial minorities,

For example money is given for
legal aid. We need not object to this
in principle although a lot depends
on how it is handled. It can be come
so highly politicised. But the Special
Fund does'more. It also gives grants
to liberation movements that have
taken up arms to fight.

The Special Fund stipulates that it
is given on one condition. Money
can only be used for humantarian
purposes.

This is the crux of the matter. Is it
really the task of the church to help
these militant liberation movements
with money?

3 Reasons in favour of
support

Firstly, we cannot but agree with the
general purpose of the PRC itself.
Racism is one of the worst sins of our
day. Moreover we as Western people
are largely responsible for it. By our
colonial activities we have created
the structure that have oppressed
and still oppress people.

Even in this post colonial era, we
still uphold these unjust structures
with the big multinationals. In one
word we are guilty and we should
acknowledge it.

But we should do more. We
should take action and fight against
these structures, and try to
overthrow them in solidarity with the
victims,

Secondly, can we overcome the
problem of violence for Christians
because fo the violence of the
liberation movements?

Naturally the church is against
violence, but sometimes it is
unavoidable. In the case of racism,
there is always one form or another
of violence. Existing structures are
violent. They suppress victims by
sheer power. No wonder the victims
resort to violence. There violence is
actually counter violence,

It would be hypocritical to
condemn them while in the
meantime condoning structural
violence,

Is it not better to help the victims
even when they use violence, rather
than by silence supporting the
Oppressors,

Thirdly, the help is intended for
humanitarism purposes only. If it is
given for food, schools and hospitals,
then there is no direct identification
with violence. We should trust these
people, if they promise to use it for
the purpose for which it is given,
then we should take their word for it,
Many of the people in the liberation
movements are fellow christians.

5 reasons against

Many other people in our church are
not convinced by these arguments. |
myself was one of them. There are
generally five arguments against
participation in the Special Fund.

One-sided Racism

There is a one-sided view of racism in
WCC documents in general and in

PRC statements in particular,

They always concentrate on white
racism, racism in the Western World
and in South Africa in particular. Of
course that situation is of special
concern to Christians especially as
the nation claims to be Christian and
to have apartheid for the
preservation of its Christian
civilisation.

Yet this concentration is highly
unfair and at times even hypocritical.
Professor Verkuyl of the Free
University in Holland and a strong
advocate wrote ‘I believe that the
exclusive concentration on PRC may
easily lead to collective hypocrisy in
totalitarian countries, which speak
much about western imperialism and
colonialism, but do not realize that
their own thinking and acting is
thoroughly imperialistic. Moscow
colonizing Eastern Europe, Peking
colonizing Tibet should see the beam
in their own eyes.

“In some African countries which
now shout for joy because of the
PRC, the applause would die away if
manifestations of black racism within
their own gates were also included in
the programme.’

This, however is not the main
objection nor the most serious.

Confrontation

Throughout the years there has been
a shift from reconciliation to
confrontation. Is this in agreement
with the Gospel?

Now, | must admit that quite a few
of the WCC people are well aware of
this problem. In their defence they
usually appeal to the attitude of Jesus
Himself.

For example, Emilio Castro argues
that there is no antithesis between
reconciliation and confrontation.
According to him they go together in
Jesus’ attitude and actions. Jesus
greeted his disciples after the
resurrection with “peace”. He
showed them his hands and his side.
The scars were his credentials. He
had occupied the place of the
oppressed and the sinner. He had
participated in the struggle against
demonic powers. He had not
remained neutral. Time and again he
proclaimed the saving liberating will
of God towards men and suffering
the consequences of that
proclamation. He had every right to
announce peace. The word
‘reconciliation’ is the church’s
gesture of solidarity can only be
credible when it bears the marks of
the cross. When the church has not
remained outside the conflict but has
participated in the destiny of the
disposed.

Attitude towards violence

Here too there has been a shift in
WCC thinking and action. At New
Dehliin 1961 it was still strongly
against violence. But since then
things have changed and eventually
the decision followed to support
liberation movements. We must
remain fair to the WCC. The Special
Fund of the PRC was not a call to
violence. Violence is still seen as the
‘ultimo ratio’. Moreover the money is
for humanitarian purposes only. Still
we are left with this question. Does it

Miss Margaret Rodger, Principal, Deaconess House, talking to Professor
Klass Runia, from Kampen Seminary, Holland.

really belong to the task of the
church to support such liberation
movements? Especially is this a
important matter when the church
has no means to ascertain what the
nature and eventual aims of such
movements are?

The task of the Church?

I am not against the church speaking
out on social and political issues
Sometimes it is necessary, but how
far should the church go? The WC(
goes very far on this point,

Aready at Uppsala it spoke
emphatically of the political task of
the church. For example churches
were urged to approach their
governments with concrete political
proposals. Furthermore it was stated
‘The churches should participate in a
responsible way in movements for
radical structural changes necessary
to establish more justice in society’.
In my opinion it has gone too far

According to NT church there is a
three fold task.

* to proclaim and to witness

* the role of intercession

* diakonia — service
All have political implications but
indirectly political. Never any

identification with specific
movements,

The Theology behind it

This has never really been spelled
out. You have to glean it from various
statements in the many documents
that come from the WCC,

There is the revealing statement
from Bangkok’s ‘Salvation Today’ in
1973. ‘Jesus calls his church to be part
of his saving activity both in calling
men to decisive personal response to
His Lordship AND in unequivocal
commitment to the movements and
works by which all men may know
justice and have opportunity to be
fully human,

Jesus’s saving activity is also
present in such humanitarian
movements. Melbourne’s recent
meeting sees a similar line of thought
where Jesus identifies with the poor.
| think here we touch the real
theological background of the PRC
and | must say that | am not happy
with that kind of theology.

This is contrary to Jesus’ attitude
described in the N.T. Surely He
associated with the poor people, but
He never identified with any
particular class of people. He had
come for them all and his main
purpose in coming was to seek the
lost,

I fear it is an optimistic humanistic
theology behind the PRC and many
other activities of WCC. We also find
that in much liberation theology
which is very vocal in WCC circles.

Take the statement of Guttierez, a
leading liberation theologian, to
work, to transform the world is
tanamount to becoming man, and to
build the human community is
tanamount to being redeemed.’

To sum it all up, | believe that the
Special fund of the PRC, as it
operates now, is not in conformity
with the nature and task of the
church as delineated in the NT.

Four options in objecting
* withdraw altogether from WCC —
this is an extreme action and should
only be done when there are more

objections other than the Special
Fund

* refuse to pay any contributions —
personally | never favour that action
as its smacks of the attitude that
unless you do as | want | will
withdraw my contribution

* refuse to make a specific
contribution to the Special Fund

* allow for contributions to be
voluntary. This is what the Dutch
church has done because the
members were deeply divided on the
issue.

The long awaited 4 Cyl. COMMODORE has just been released
Available in both sedan and station waggon. You can now have
4 Cyl. economy without having to sacrifice room and comfort
This could be just what you have been waiting for

Please contact me about this or any other vehicle in the G.M.H
range. | can assure you of my best attention and competitive
prices. Clergy, of course, will be allowed Fleet Owner Discount

| am an active member of St. Paul's Church, Castle Hill and
would appreciate the opportunity of meeting you

Harry Dibley: Bus. 635 4022; Priv. 634 1694

HILLSDONS PTY LTD

' 87 Church Street, Parramatta
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) Keston College

WCC silent on gaoling of

Yakunin

The severe sentence passed by a
Moscow court last week on Fr. Gleb
Yakunin has drawn protests from the
British Council of Churches and from
an interdenominational clergy group
with seventeen Anglican and Roman
Catholic bishops among its patrons.

But the World Council of Churches
has so far remained silent; and for
this it has been bitterly condemned
by a leading Anglican observer of
religious affairs in Russia — the Rev.
Michael Bourdeaux, Director of
Keston College, which has followed
fortunes of Fr. Yakunin for many
years

However, the WCC vigorously
asserted that it was deeply
concerned with human rights and
religious liberty, in Russian as
elsewhere. It was investigating Fr.
Yakunin’s case; but, in accordance
with its normal practice, it had first to
determine what the role and the
attitudes were of the Churches
involved.

Fr. Yakunin, an Orthodox priest
and prominent dissident, was
sentenced on Thursday of last week
to five years in a labour camp,
followed by five years’ internal exile,
on charges of anti-Soviet agitation
and propaganda. He denied the

Independent Order of

| RECHABITES

N.S.W. District No. 85
are a
Friendly Society
ora
Mutual Society
providing benefits for all members who
control its running and have done so
for about 100 years.

Rechabites are different.
The Society is for those who live and
| enjoy the better life
| FREE FROM ALCOHOL
| and covenant accordingly.
The Society was formed on a
scriptural base found in Jeremiah.
Rechabites provide:
- aral f

e Health Ir

} Members also qualify for other special
| benefits in time of need.

For further information contact the
DISTRICT SECRETARY
| 4th FLOOR
| 149 CASTLEREAGH ST.
SYDNEY 2000
| Telephone:
| 264 6406

charges and claimed that he was only
following his Christian conscience
and mission.

Call for release

On Monday, on his first day in office,
the new General Secretary of the
BCC, the Rev. Philip Morgan, signed
a telegram to the Soviet President,
Mr. Brezhneyv, saying that British
Church leaders were deeply
disturbed by Fr. Yakunin’s conviction
and urging the court to reconsider
the conviction — which undermined
the Helsinki Accords on human
rights and endangered detente.
Meanwhile the organisation Clergy
to Defend Russian Christians, in
which Mr. Bourdeaux is also
involved, has sent telegrams to the
Soviet public prosecutor and to the
presiding judge at Fr. Yakunin’s trial,
asserting that his arrest and
imprisonment arose solely from his
faithfulness to the gospel and calling
for his immediate release so that he
might be able to continue his
Christian ministry unhindered.

Additional
Trial for Fr.
Gleb Yakunin

Keston College has just received
information that Russian orthodox
Priest Fr. Gleb Yakunin will stand
further trial on new charges. Fr. Gleb
was sentenced to five years strict
regime camps followed by five years
internal exile on charges of anti-
soviet agitation and propaganda on
August 28th, The basis of the charge
was the documents issued by the
unofficial Christian committee for the
defence of believers rights, of which
Fr. Gleb is a founder-member.

Keston College has been advised
that the court arrived at a decision to
try Fr. Gleb on further charges which
were not invoked at his trial.

He is to be tried on charges of
violating the currency laws and of
speculation (in Icons, Crosses etc.)
(Articles 88 and 154 respectively, of
the criminal code of the RSFSR). The
currency charge is a capital offence,
although there is a supreme soviet
recommendation that capital
punishment on this charge is to
avoided. At present Fr. Gleb is in
Lefortovo Prison in Moscow.

We know the Four Corners of the Earth

INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL ALLIANCE LTD

(SPONSORED BY EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY ALLIANCE)

Accredited Agents for All —
Airlines, Shipping Companies and Coach Tours

MR W. R. (RON) BAILEY
13th FLOOR, 39 YORK ST, SYDNEY, 2000.
TELEPHONE (02) 29 4136

Spiritual awakening in East —

Georgi Vins

“IN THE EAST there will be a spiritual
awakening, because people in the
East are tired of Communism. It takes
heaven from them and does not offer
them a substitute.”

This is the message of Georgi Vins,
former general secretary of the
unregistered Church Council of the
Gospel Christians-Baptists in the
Soviet Union. Speaking at the recent
annual conference of the Light in the
East missionary society, held in
Korntal near Stuttgart, he affirmed
that “with Christ’s help the Church in

100 years ago

Extracts from Church Record 1880

The Rev. Charles Strong has been
produging a sensation in Melbourne.
An article on the Atonement was the
cause of it. His views on this vital
subject are considered unsound, and
in contravention of the standards of
the Presbyterian Church. The rev.
gentleman was very properly called
upon in the General Assembly for an
explanation. This has given rise to a
cry of persecution, virtuous liberals
are indignant at the narrow criticsm
of the orthodox party. It is one of the
saddest signs of our times, than any
man who propounds a theory which
is counter to any of the established
truths of the Gospel, becomes at
once a hero — while those who
adhere to the old truths are counted
as old-fashioned, narrow-minded
bigots. It is so in the present case. Mr.
Strong is a great man — almost every
paper sounds his praises. They who
question his opinions are set down as
weak, ignorant or dishonest men. We
do not attempt to deny that every
man has a right to his own opinions.
He is also entitled to give expression
to them. But with this a man should
be honest. If he is a member of a
church with recognised standards,
and if, after thought and study, he
finds that he holds doctrines which
are not in accordance with those
standards, we think that common
honesty should impel him to resign
his connection with that church.

the East is invincible in spite of all its
enemies.”

Vins, who himself spent more than
five years in labour camps, reported
that all over the USSR, even in the
prisons, people were “very interested
in Christ.”

The government and the law, said
Mr Vins, were powerless in the face
of such missionary enthusiasm. He
stressed that Christians in the West
should recognise the value of their
freedom. “Itis a great privilege to be
able to serve God in freedom,” he
said. He called upon the audience to

g

“Pray for revival in the East.

THE SMALL-POX SCARE

Our city has just had a scare. Signs of the
invasion of a deadly foe to human life have
appeared. And human life is such a precious
thing that the smallest prospect of any
sweeping attack upon it is enough to throw
nine-tenths of the population into a feverish
uneasiness. “What will the friends of Chinese
immigration say now?” is often asked. The
“almond-eyed Celestials” seem to carry their
vegetables about with a look of pitiable
anxiety upon their yellow faces. And the lot of
poor “John” becomes harder still if he dare to
muffle up his face from the westerly wind. He
is at once reported to a police-officer, He may
think himself peculiarly fortunate if he is not
instantly thrown into an obsolete omnibus
and carried thence in a superannuated boat to
quarantine, both omnibus and boat being
afterwards burnt. The men who row him
down the harbour will not be very pleasant
companions during the term of quarantine
banishment from society which their enforced
proximity to the invalid’s person will entail
upon them. The poor doctor who has felt the
pulse and examined the tongue of one of the
objects of national suspicion has been
incarcerated in the same house, his bed and
bedding being flung after him by a hastily
retreating constable. Well, all this seems to
indicate a remarkable vigilance on the part of
Government. At any rate, the Sydney Morning
Herald thinks so. A few irrepressible people
have indeed been wondering why the
Government or the Municipal authorities have
allowed such offences against sanitary laws as
“Little Canton” and many other similar English
disease dens to continue and increase
amongst us. It is not very pleasant to think
that, after all the fuss that has been made over
one or two discovered cases, there may yet be
in many an ill-drained unwashed tenement the
malignant germs of some such epidemic as
seized upon London some years ago. Itis a
well attested fact, which we would commend
to the impartial scrutiny of the Sydney public,
that Godlessness suddenly became of very
little account during that sifting season. Itis
astonishing how little attention is paid to a
Free-thought lecturer when there is small-pox
in the house.

men and women and the
sanctity of life.
* PRO-FAMILY

the Ten Commandments for
our society.
*PRO-CHILD

your children’s sake and
future.

Commissioner H. Warren,
Rev. Norman Pell,
Mr. Jim Cameron, MLA

Stand up and be counted for * Come with your family
* Come with your
Church Fellowship

COME AND SHARE IN THIS

1980

FAMILY
CELEB&ATION

GOD’S LOVE

s df © Quishancing Speakers SUNDAY, 1.30 P.M.
Something for every member c P j o Tl
of the family g%fgssgrl-_mM Blaiklock, 26TH OCTOBER
* PRO-LIFE L

Recognising the dignity of all Dean Lance Shilton, 1980

HYDE PARK
SYDNEY

Show your positive supportfor ©1C:

the Australian Family, @ Musical Arfists and Bands @ GOD 1S LOVE

* PRO-GOD’S LAW OF LOVE  Robert Colman, “Still ©LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD
Witness fo the importance of  \Waters”, © LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOUR

Salvation Army Bands, efc.

For further defails and

publicity metenal contact

1980 Family Celebration

¢/-267 Elizabeth S*'eel, Sydney
P.O. Box A87, Sydney South 2000
Phone: 267 2244

Rev. Fred Nile,

1980 Family Celebration,

P.O. Box A87, Sydney South 2000
[[] Please forward
(quantity)

["] Please find herewith our donation $

Name:

free handbills for Celebration.

for the Family Celebration,

(Make cheques payable “1980 Family Celebration )

Address:

Postcode.

Bibles Printed
Mainland China

The long-heralded publication of the
Chinese Bible in mainland China will
be realised soon, it was learned
recently.

In an open letter to mainland
Christians, the Three-Self Patriotic
Movement Committee announced
that 135,000 copies of the Bible will
be published around the end of
October.

There will be 85,000 copies of the
whole Bible, and 50,000 copies of the
New Testament, the Committtee
said. All of the Bibles are photo-
printed from the 1919 Union version
in the traditional text.

The letter said the Cultural
Revolution has destroyed all Bibles
stocked by the Committee. “Even the
printing plates have vanished, and we
have to start from scratch,” it said.

The Bible is produced by photo-
printing, and the Chinese
government has helped the
Committee in securing good Bible
paper and experienced printing
plants, the letter said.

The printing is funded by “pre-
publication sales, contribution by
Christians, and free-will loans,” it
said.

Itis learned that a copy of the
whole Bible is priced (US $6) while a
copy of the New Testament costs
(US $3).

The Three-Self Committee also
reported that 26 church buildings
have been re-opened for worship
services throughout mainland China
and they expect to have 50 churches
open by the end of this year.

The Catholic Church is China
mainland will re-open a college in
Peking to train new clergy because
many of the present bishops and
priests ara getting too old for the
ministry, according to the ‘Associated
Press’. -

There have been no new priests
since 1963 and those in the ministry
now range in age from their 40’s to
their 70's. The estimated number of
Catholics in mainland China now is
two million, compared to the three
million before 1949, AP said.

However, C. Richard Shumaker,
writing in the July 25 issue of the
Evangelical Newsletter, quoted
estimates from the religious centre
on the campus of Nanjing University
that there are 100 million Buddhists,
10 million Moslems, 3 million
Catholics, and 700,000 Protestants.”

“There are 25,000 scholars and
students (from mainland China) in
North America at the present,” a
veteran missionary to China now

* residing in the U.S. said recently.

“This is a mission field in our back
yard,” he added.

Priests on
Remarriage,
Divorce

Birmingham, England (NC) — The
Standing Committee of the National
Conference of Priests has presented
a proposal to the Catholic Bishops of
England and Wales which would
establish conditions by which
divorced and remarried Catholics
could receive the Sacraments of
Communion and Penance.

Father Robert Spence, chairman of
the conference which represents
5,000 priest in England and Wales,
said the proposal was in response to
a request from the bishops for a
suggestion on this issue they could
take to the World Synod of Bishops.
The synod is scheduled to begin in
Rome on September 26.

Where persons are involved in the
second marriage after divorce, it is
permissible to use the ‘good faith’
solution and to admit to Penance and
Holy Cammunion such as are truly
repentant and ask for this solution.”
the proposal says.

It adds: “The following conditions
are to be observed:

Conditions

(1) The previous marriage is
irretrievably broken and
reconciliation is impossible.

(2) Obligations incurred by virtue
of the previous and the second
marriage are accepted and
responsibility discharged.

(3) A willingness to live the
Christian faith in the ecclesial
community is apparent.

(4) To avoid any real scandal and
to protect the Church’s stand on
indissolubility, this solution may be
used only in the internal forum after
reference to the “Parish Priest
Consultors” (Parochi Consultores).

Reliance on the “Internal Forum”
would mean that in theory the
readmission to communion of
divorced and remarried Catholics
would remain a secret known only to
them and to their confessors.

Join WCC call

A LARGE number of evangelicals
chould get involved in the
ecumenical movements in order to
“influence it positively,” according to
John Wilson, Kampala, head of the
Ugandan branch of Africa
Evangelistic Enterprise.

During the seminar on
Evangelisation in the Third World at
the Stuttgart Congress on
Evangelism, he pointed out that
particularly with regard to the World
Council of Churches the task of
committed Christians, namely to be
‘light and salt’ had to be emphasised

WHAT A WEZIRLD

Crime and

Punishment
Lesley Hicks

The Australian Law Reform
Commission has been examining the
vexed issues of crime and
punishment in our society and in its
recent report recommends some
radical changes. They include the
abolition of parole, the payment of
cash compensation for the victims of
crime and attempts to find less costly
alternatives to jail.

Fines, it recommends, should be
heavier for the same offences for the
wealthy than the poor, and should
be calculated according to the
annual income of the offenders.
Automatic imprisonment for the
non-payment of fines should cease,
as this could amount to
imprisonment for poverty.

Alternative to jails

On alternauves to jails, Mr Justice
Kirby, chairman of the commission,
commented: “This is not just a matter
of soft-hearted do-goodism. Itis a
frank recognition of the
overwhelming evidence that prisons,
far from rehabilitating criminals, all
too often instil in them a continuing
cycle of criminality.

“They often become schools of
criminality. They often brutalise their
inmates. What is more, they are
extremely expensive to the
community.”

Alternatives most favoured by the
judges and magistrates surveyed by
the commission included weekend
detention; work release; hospital
treatment where appropriate;
halfway houses; training and
treatment, especially in alchohol
related offences; community work
orders; and forfeiture of property

used in crime. S.M.H., Sept. 15

Colson on Prisons

There are no easy answers. Two
books, one American, one English,
show some significant thinking and
action by Christians on the subject of
criminality and prison reform. Former
Watergate convict Charles Colson’s
second book “Life Sentence” is one,
and he also contributes two essays to
“Crime and the Responsible
Community”. Both are published by
Hodder & Stoughton.

That the price for the latter, a
substantial large-format paperback is
$14.95, the same as that for the
hardcover “Life Sentence”.

“Crime and the Responsible
Community”, subtitled “A Christian
contribution to the debate about
criminal justice”, is a collection of the
six lectures forming the 1979 London
Lectures in Contempory Christianity,
edited by John Stott and Nick Miller.

Besides Colson’s two contributions,
one on the origins of crime and the
other on imprisonment and
rehabilitation, Sir Norman Anderson
writes on Criminal Sanctions, Sir
David McNee, London’s Police
Commissioner, on Policing Modern
Britain, Or Bob Holman on
Preventing Delinquency, and Michael
Jenkins, a prison governor, on Prison,
its Reform and the Alternatives.

They form an impressive and
interesting line-up of professionally
experienced Christians grappling
with the immense and growing
problems of lawlessness in all
Western societies. Some of their
proposals are similar to those of
Justice Kirby’s commission, though |
confess to a nagging doubt that, in
today’s climate, any reform measures
can reduce recidivism and make
society safer. Obvious abuses must
be corrected, but it seems that
criminals are always ready to take
advantage of considerate
concessions as if they are open
invitations to escape, as the present
trends in N.S.W. indicate.

Real Rehabilitation

Unlike humanists, evangelical
Christians are realistic about man’s
bias to evil. The main line of hope in
these books comes through the
transforming miracle of conversion.
Charles Colson has experienced it
himself, and the Prison Fellowship he
formed is proving the means by
which hundreds of other criminals
are being radically rehabilitated in
almost the only possible way.

The Crime Bosses

At the same time, I'm concerned
about another related issue. While
the inmates of our prisons may often
be the losers and inadequates of
society, hitting back at those who
have hurt them, our community also
harbours the moguls of organised
crime, too clever and too wealthy by
far to dirty their own hands and risk
imprisonment, and prospering from
the greed and degradation of others.
How can they be brought to justice?

|
ST. LUKE'S
HOSPITAL
18 ROSLYN STREET,
POTTS POINT, SYDNEY
Telephone 358 3355
St. Luke's is a Church of England
general hospital open to all creeds. As
itis a non-profit organisation, the Board
appeals for your help to raise funds for
this work. STAGE 1 development
brought St. Luke's up to a hospital with
140 beds, including 16 private suites, 3
new operating theatres, theatre sterile
supply unit, intensive care unit and
essential equipment; further upgrading
planned of existing equipment/ser-
vices. Tax deductible, gift duty-exempt
donations of $2.00 or more, payable to
St. Luke's Development Fund'' are
acknowledged by official receipt
Chief Executive Officer: T. J. BLAND

munity!

For Reservation contact —

-,

" An Original Musical Version of Charles
Dickens’ A CHRISTMAS CAROL. Great
for evangelistic outreach to your com-

Friday 31 October at 7.45 p.m.
SCIENCE CENTRE AUDITORIUM, Level 1, 35-45 Clarence Street, Sydney.

(Adults $3.00, Children (14 & under) $2. Family Rate: $8.75 20% concession for Group Bookings of 20 or more

THE GOSPEL FILM MINISTRY LTD.
8th Floor, 309 Pitt St, Sydney. N.S.W. 2000 Phone: (02) 267-3911
Also st MELBOURNE ~ ADELAIDE - BRISBANE -

An Award-Winning
Fllm In Beautiful
Animation.

PERTH

THE BIBLE SOCIETY

has always been there ...
well for 176 years anyway!

The organisation you rely on
needs your help in supporting ...

* 600 translation projects
* Scriptures for the blind

* Scriptures for the Servicemen
* Special Scriptures for literacy programmes.

500 millicn Scripture circulation annually
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WORLD VISION OF
AUSTRALIA

requires
MEDICAL PERSONNEL

(doctors, nurses, lab. technicians,
nutitionists) to be available for
work overseas. Applicants should
have at least five years' experi-
ence after completion of training
and preferably have some over-
seas experience. Fluency in the
French language is required in
some areas.

Enquiries to Roger Walker,
Director of Research and
Development, World Vision of
Australia, Box 399C GPO,
Melboume 3001, or phone 699-
8522

C.M.S.
The N.S.W. Branch requires a

YOUTH AND CHILDREN'S
EDUCATION OFFICER
to be responsible for the home education
programme amongst children and young people.
Applicants should have worked with young
people and have a commitment to the Biblical
reasons for world mission. Position to commence
beginning 1981
Please apply in writing to: —
The General Secretary,
Church Missionary Society,
93 Bathurst Street,
Sydney, N.S.W. 2000

Further details — Diana Stein, 20642 Ext. 338

ANNUAL SUMMER FASHION PARADE and Luncheon
in The Auditorium, St. Andrew’s House,

Sydney Square. Donation $3.00 RSV.P. 6/10/80
please

MONDAY, 13TH OCTOBER 11 a.m.

Watch the T.V. Special
“CHILDREN OF THE
THIRD WORLD”
featuring
ROBERT COLMAN
and
DEAN JONES

Sun.Oct 26thChannel9
10a.m.
Presented by the international

christian child-care organisation
Compassion.

ST. LUKE'S LIVERPOOL
SUNDAY SCHOOL RE-UNION

All old students, helpers and teachers

Sunday 19th October

Reunion 3.00 p.m
Speaker Laurie Banks
Basket tea 5.00 p.m
(B.Y.0)

Evening Service — 7.15 p.m.
Speaker — Laurie Banks

STORAGE-PACKING TAXI TRUCKS

S RV.CE Baronial Mansion, heart of Southern Highlands.
WENS SE Tourist area. Excellent accommodation and food at
SMITH O reasonable tariff. Groups and conferences at
9 PIONEER AVE, THORNLEIGH reduced rafes. Special diets prepared. Pets
Phone: 84 6467 welcome
A/H: L. Owens 48 1539

REMOVALS

Small or Large

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION

RANELAGH HOUSE, Robertson

Phone: (048) 85 1253
Reasonable and Reliable

CLASSIFIE

Classified advertisements may be left at the office or phoned
to 264 8349 up to noon 14 days befor date of publication
Charge is 15¢ per word with a minimum charge of $3.40.

Interstate Servicgs

PERTH: St Alban's, 423 Beaufort St vice: 9.30 a.m

Rector: Rev. Ken Mcintyre. All

COORPAROO: St. Stepl avendish and

Chatsworth Roads. Visitors welcome. 7.30am. and 9a.m
Holy Communion. 7 p.m. Sunday at Seven. Rector: Rev. Ken
Baker

Positions Wanted

CLERGYMAN who will retire in middle of. 1981 would like to
hear from rector who wants a full or part time assistant. Will
try anything. Excellent health. Rev. Rex Meyer. Phone
46 5037

This service to readers is a form of free advertising. A person
wishing to buy or sell anything can place a free advertisement
of up to three lines.

If the advertisement is successtul, the advertiser is asked to
pay The Church Record 10 per cent of the value of the sale
price, up to a maximum of $10 per advertisement

The service is known as FREE AD and runs o an honour
system. The advertiser will be responsible for forwarding to
The Church Record office what is owing

FOR SALE: 11 ft Mirror Sailing Dinghy. Good stable family
boat very good condition. $650. Phone Wade 502 4043.

FOR SALE: 50 copies Australian Prayer Book (New): $5.40
each. Proceeds to Church with heavy debts. The Rev. John
Bunyan'P.O. Box 9, Chester Hill

FOR SALE: Escort 76 model 1.6 Itrs. 63,000 km. 11 months
regn. one owner $2950 phone 533 5697 or 53 5731

DREWS REMOVALS

Local, Country & Interstate

G. & C. DREW
PTY LTD

(Established 1946)
No connection in any way with firms of
similar name

68 Smiths Ave., Hurstville 2220
Telephone: 50 8366
After Hours: 53 7377, 605 3690

¢

Peterson & Whitehouse

PAINTING AND PAPERING SERVICE

FIRST CLASS WORKMANSHIP

Phone 78 8943 or 528 8186

IMPACT BOOKSHOP

For largest selection of Theological
Books, together with General
Literature and Cassefte Lectures
Church Bookstalls and House Party
Accounts Arranged

LICENCE NO. R 54495

Contact Charles Mann
(Manager)

Telephone (02) 51 2225
Interior and Exterior
Look for the NEW Shop-front
ALL SUBURBS near Queen Street

MOORE COLLEGE
18 King Street

(Sydney) Newtown 2042

WOOD COFFILL
FUNERALS

Phones:
Metropolitan (All Branches) 80 0396
Katoomba 82 2411

STAINED GLASS WINDOWS
K. J. Little

19 Barden Street,
Arncliffe 2205

Phone: 599 7348

SUPER DISCOUNTS

THROUGH C.M.S. BOOK CLUB & RECORD CLUB

FRANK AKEHURST

SUITE 1, 6th FLOOR
THE NATIONAL BUILDING
250 PITT ST, SYDNEY, 2000

PHONE 264 6368

Specialists in High Quality Hand-crafted
Jewellery, Competitive Prices

® Oid Jewellery Refashioned ® Will make to

order — your design ® Diamond and

Sapphire Rings at 1978 prices ® Continen-

tal Gold and Silver Chains and Bracelets ®

Christian Fish symbol in 9 ct Gold and

Silver Pendants, Tie Tacks and Lapel Pins
® Insurance Valuations

Cay

THIS IS A NO
LIMIT OFFER!

This offer applies 1o all our book
record and o slock.
Those of ou mers who are

bool an
iovers will really benefit from this
generous 15% discount offer

THIS IS HOW ~
YOU JOIN!

C.M.S. BOOKSHOP

SYDNEY NOWRA LAUNCESTON ~ BATHURST BRISBANE
93 Bathurst Street 102 Kinghorn 94 St. John Street  Church Street 468 Ann Street
N.SW. 2000 Street TAS NSW.2795  QLD.4000
CANBERRA N.S.W. 2540 WOLLONGONG PARRAMATTA  MELBOURNE
47 East Row KATOOMBA 67 Church Street  Railway Arcade 209 Flinders Lane
A.C.T. 2601 285 Main Street ~ N.S.W. 2500 N.SW.2150  VIC.3000

NSW

©
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. A.C.T.S./S.M. VISIT CHINA TOUR OCTOBER 1980
. BEST OF TASMANIA TOUR

. SOUTH EAST ASIA TOUR
. SEE BEAUTIFUL NEW ZEALAND IN THE SPRING

. WESTERN AUSTRALIA AT WILD FLOWER TIME

. SEE INDONESIA IN DEPTH

. SOUTH EAST ASIA SPECIAL TOUR

. LANDS OF THE BIBLE TOUR

. VISIT U.S.A./CANADA

. A.C.T.S./SITMAR CRUISES IN BEAUTIFUL MV FAIRSTAR

_Australian Church Travel Service

(Director: Rev. W. M. Constable)

Head Office: 7th floor, 31 Queen St., Melbourne 3000
N.S.W.: 5th floor, 83 York Street, Sydney 2000

: 160 Edwards Street, Brisbane 4000

South Aust.: 2nd floor, 44 Gawler Place, Adelaide 5000 Phone: 223 6300

Qid.

| MAKE A RESERVATION FOR
YOUR NEXT HOLIDAY
WITH AUSTRALIAN CHURCH
TRAVEL SERVICE

Departing 23rd October — 22 days — Hong Kong (3 nights); China (16 nights)
visiting Kwangchow, Hangchow, Shanghai, Chengchow, Peking, and Manila (2
nights). Only a few places are left — group limited to 24 members so HURRY! Price
from Sydney: $2465

Departing 5th October this ever popular 11 Day tour takes us to most of the
interesting places. All meals (except 2 lunches) are included, and the price from
Melbourne is $679. This tour will be repeated on 8th February and 29th March but
increased price is $779

This tour is a little unusual. Leaving on 8th October we spend 2 nights in Singapore,
5 in Burma, 10 in Thailand, 4 in Nepal and 4 in Hong Kong. There is liberal
sightseeing and adequate free time, with an optional Flight over Mount Everest. Our
Leader is George Glazier, President of New South Wales Branch of the Pocket
Testament League. The Price is: Sydney $2199; Brisbane $2271; Melbourne $2278;
Adelaide $2324.

Leaving on October 11th we visit Christchurch, Tekapo, Oamaru, Invercargill, Te
Anau, Queenstown, Alexandra, Fox Glacier, Greymouth, Picton, Wellington, Napier,
Rotorua, Auckland and Waitomo. This 18 day tour can be extended by a 4 day tour
to the Bay of Islands. Prices are: from Melbourne $980;Sydney $948; Brisbane
$969; Bay of Islands extension $205. This popular tour will be repeated during
March/April 1981

Our 18 day tour leaves on 20th October and all travel is by coach except for 2 nights
across the Nullarbor by train one way. This is one of our most popular tours and
prices are: from Melbourne 1st Rail $1111 (2nd rail $1070); Adelaide $984 (943);
Sydney $1143 (1077); Brisbane $1253 (1187) Pensioners concession is available.

MIDDLE EAST ADVENTURE TOUR

Departing on January 1st, this 30 day tour takes us to Bangkok for 4 nights, Jordan
3 nights, Israel 10 nights, Egypt 9 nights, and Singapore 2 nights. Our Group Leader
is Tom Paterson, former Director of Road Transport in the Commonwealth
Department of Transport. The price is $2965 from Sydney or Melbourne

Departing March 29th. This tour is really something. We stay in Bali, Salawesi
(Makale, Ujung Pandang) Java (Surabaya, Jogjakarta, Bandung and Jakarta) and
Singapore. An optional 7 day extension to Malaysia is available Our Leader is Mrs
Lois Walker, formerly Lois Hurse who worked with the A.LM. for many years. The
Tour Price is $1721 from Melbourne or Sydney, and the supplement for the
Malaysian extension $345

This 14 day tour is designed for the busy person who wants to get away for a short
time as well as for the regular tourist. Leaving on April 15th, we visit Kuala Lumpur,
Penang, Bangkok with a visit to the Kwai River Bridge and the Prisoner-of-War
Cemetery, and Singapore. We will attend the Anzac Day Observance at the Kranji
War Memorial, and visit the Changi Chapel. Our Leader for this tour is the Rev Vic
Maddick ED Senior Chaplain (Retired), Royal Australian Army. The Tour Price is
$1188. from Melbourne.

Our next Lands of the Bible Tour will leave during March, and details will be available
shortly. Registrations are now being taken |

Leaving during May this 37 day tour will take us to San Francisco, Seattle,
vancouver, Kamloops, Banff, Yellowstone National Park, Salt Lake City, Toronto,
Montrea!, New York, Washington, New Orleans, Pheonix, Grand Canyon, Las Vegas,
Los Angeles, Honolulu etc. Details available shortly, but register now.

We will have groups on Cruises 62 (Pacific Islands) in March; 64 (Japan and the
Orient) in April; 67 (5.E. Asia and the Barrier Reef) in July; 72 (Pacific Island Hopper)
in October, and 78 (New Zealand Cruise) in January 1982. Send for details.

Lic. No. B317
Phone: 62 7233
Phone: 29 7594

Phone: 221 3922

.Council of Churches

Our Office are Agents for all Land, Sea and Air Lines

many of the alleged weaknesses of
the family unit originate in the very
factors which can strengthen family
life. Circumstances can arise which
turn strengths (such as the level of

into weaknesses (such as intimate
knowledge being used to taunt and
to destroy) but it is clear that these
weaknesses are by no means
inevitably associated with the family
unit.

Richard Gilles (Family Violence,
Sage publications, 1979) has listed
the unique characteristics of the
family which contribute to making
the family a violence-prone setting.
Each one of these factors serves a
dual role. They have potential for

and intimate environment but they
can just as easily contribute to a
destructive process which fractures
the family unit.

There are four factors which are
worth close examination:

1. Time at risk

Members of families spend far
more time with one another than

this time is spent in a mutually

In the last issue | made the point that

intimacy and emotional involvement)

making the family a warm supportive

with persons outside their families, If

satisfying way family satisfaction will
be high. Thus the time factor is a
strength. But if the time is spent in
fighting or in other unsatisfying ways
the sheer volume of time perceived
as wasted causes a high degree of
dissatisfaction. In these
circumstances the time factor is a
great weakness because it is
intolerable to spend so much time in
unsatisfying activities. We need to
become more sensitive to the way
our time together is spent. It is too
easy to take that time for granted and
to lose sight of the fact that it is not
being used in satisfying ways.

2. Range of activities and interests

Not only do family members
spend a great deal of time together,
they also enter into a wider range of
different mutual activities compared
to their non-family relationships. The
rich variations of these activities is a
strength if there is a genuine and
appropriate commitment of all family
members to one another’s interests.
But, if the range is so wide and the
level of mutual concern of low that
the interaction becomes superficial
and trivial, the strength turns into a
weakness.

3. Need for collective bargaining
In establishing satisfying ways of

T®® UNDERSTAND EACH “* THER

Families at risk: Strengths and Weaknesses

handling time together and in sharing
activities as a family, conflict of
interest and value inevitably arise.
Family members will need to
cooperate and to bargain in order to
settle their conflicts. There will
always be winners and losers in these
situations. When the bargaining and
cooperation is handled evenly and
fairly the process of give-and-take
and caring for one another’s
concerns can lead to growth and
relationships are thereby
strengthened. But when self-interest
dominates and the interests of others
are treated off-handedly, the process
of constructive conflict is replaced by
destructive conflict. The strength
factor then becomes a weakness
which generates even more hostility
and tension.

4. The right to influence

Implied by the first three factors is
the need for family members to
become aware of one another’s goals
and values 5o as to become better
able to provide mutual satisfaction.
As awareness increases, the desire to
influence the values, attitudes and
behaviour of other family members
may also increase if it can be seen
that there is a likelihood of a clash of
interests. Handled sensitively and

DR. ALAN CRADDOCK

responsibly these forms of influence
can promote greater relationship
satisfaction. But if the influence is
brought to bear with harshness and
is nothing but an unloving form of
coercion, the process only creates a
widening of the existing differences
between family members.

The common element in each of
these factors is the need for family
members to recognise the dangers of
takng potential strengths for granted.
Time spent in family activities and the
increased mutual awareness of family
members as they sensitively
negotiate and influence one another
are sources of family growth and
satisfaction. But carelessness and
self-interest in handling time spent  «
together and the kind of activities
mutually entered into; in negotiating
settlements and differences of
opinion; and in exercising the right to
influence can lead to a serious
deterioration of family relationships.

In the next issue | will consider a
Christian family’s vulnerability as
associated with the fact that the
family members are all Christians,
This spiritual factor is also a dual role
factor. It can be a family’s strength or
a source of difficulty when certain
conditions occur,

Harvey T.Hoeksira

Evangelism in Eclipse — World
Mission and the World

By H. T. Hoekstra, Paternoster press,
1979, pp300, £5

Paternoster Press is to be
congratulated for publishing for the
English and Australian market an
important work on the WCC that was
originally published in USA under
the title “The World Council of
Churches and the Demise of
Evangelism’

Itis a careful treatment of a very
significant period of the WCC’s
Commission on World Mission and
Evangelism received on the eve of
the 1980 conference in Melbourne
under the title ‘Your Kingdom
Come’.

Hoekstra’s starting point in time is
the International Missionary Council
held in Edinburgh in 1910 to which
the WCC looks for its roots. The IMC
was committed to evangelism and
sought to discover how the
missionary societies of its day might
reach all in its generation with the

Gospel.

BOOK REVIEWS

In 1961 the IMC was absorbed into
the WCC to become the CWME. The
book in effect answers the question
whether the CWME absorbed the
vision or just the organisation as
people such as Bishop Stephen Neill
feared it would. Its declared mandate
after 1961 was stated “to further
proclamation to the whole world of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, to the end
that all men may believe and be
saved”.

Hoekstra, with the aid of
documents from the WCC Archives
in Geneva, carefully traces the shift in
emphasis from the classical
understanding of missions to a new
direction for mission. This new
politicised task aims at ‘securing a
just, sustainable and participatory
society’ for all men,

He traces this development
through the various conferences and
establishes his case thatin CWME's
thinking the missionary era has
ended and the era of world mission
has just begun to quote the
observation of Emilio Castro at the
1973 Bangkok's conference ‘Salvation
Today'. He well documents the same
conference and shows how
determined the WCC officials were
to give missions this new direction.

While his judgement i1s decisive
and his treatment is fair, his hope that
the CWME may again take up its
stated aim as defined in 1961 may not
be shared by all. Can you really
delegate the mandate for evangelisin
to any structure where its members
are not primarily involved in
evangelism? Is that the message of
the book? Is not the plight of the
CWME also the plight of the member
churches?

This book is a valuable
contribution to our understanding of
what many evangelicals see as a
enigmatic turn taken by the
‘missionary’ arm of the WCC, and its
one hundred pages of documents

provides the basis for the careful
tracing of a far reaching change.

The American title ‘the Demise of
Evangelism’ may sadly reflect the
state of affairs not only for the
CWME but also for the evangelical
churches. In the latter case it may not
be that the lack the theological
conviction or a changed gospel but
do our activities belie the primary
commitment we say we have to
evangelism?

Properly used the book may also
leave the finger pointing accusingly
at us.

Our Father — The Prayer Jesus
Taught His Friends — pp. 32
My Friend, Jesus — pp. 32

Published by Collins

These attractively pro‘ uced books
for children are mean%to be a useful
supplement to their times of bible
reading. Each page covers a story in
the life of Jesus or one section of the
Lord’s Prayer. The story is explained,
followed by things to think about
and do, and concluded by a prayer.

The layout is easy to follow and
aims to help a child reading it by
himself.

However these books are marred
by and unscriptural view of worship
e.g. presentation of bread and wine
to the altar in Holy Communion and
similiar distortions.

For these reasons these otherwise
attractive books cannot be
recommended for use.

C. Jensen
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Cont. from page 2

Dear Sir,

Mrs. Hicks writes: ‘Michael Green asks
“Why should anyone object on Christian
grounds to the acceptance of homosexual acts
among consenting adults . . .2 His answer:
‘Scripture’. May | suggest that this is utter
nonsense? It may weall be that homosexual acts
are condemned by Holy Writ, but | believe
that the real reason for objecting to these acts
is not scriptural or theological, but rather
public opinion, a very shaky and unreliable
guide to christian conduct. For example, if the
Bible teaches anything, it s that “remarriage”
during the lifetime of any partner after a
divorce is adultery, a crime as repugnant to the
Scriptures as sodomy, and yet, because this is
socially acceptable, there are many of my
colleagues, and indeed, bishops too, who have
no qualms about disregarding the plain words
of our Lord and of the constitution of the
church they have been ordained to serve
These men will quite cheerfully license
adultery. However, if we are to make any
progress in this matter we must all
acknowledge that circumstances and
understanding changes. The only inviolate
laws are that we love God and our neighbour,
and all other commandments are subject to
these two imperatives.

God made people who are homosexuals
just as He made people with red hair or
freckles, and, as such, they have the right to
express their love in the manner in which He
created them. All the condemnation of
homosexuality in the Old Testament stems
from the fact that it featured very largely in
pagan worship, and not even the most
mindless bibliographer today would claim that
a couple, male or female, are shacked up
together to assist the Harvest Festival. In the
New Testament most of the condemnation
emanates from St. Paul, (unlike adultery, our
Lord does not even mention it) and he saw it,
in common with the people of his day, not as
a phenomenon which exists in all created
species, but as a deliberate perversion on the
part of the individuals concerned

I do not, and cannot, as a minister of the
Gospel, countenance casual sexual
encounters, be they homo or hetero, but,
unless specifically inhibited by the bishop, |
would have no hesitation in admitting to Holy
Communion any homosexual couple who
have formed an exclusive and loving
relationship. Perhaps all in all, my letter can
best be summarised by quoting once again
from the Scriptures on which Mrs. Hicks
claims to base her case: ‘Let him that is
without sin cast the first stone.’

Finally, because so far as | am aware, | have
no practising homosexuals in my
congregation, and because | do not wish to
create needless divisions within the
conservative community of a very small town,
| ask that, should you publish this letter, you
will not print either-my name or address. |

therefore sign myself, Yours faithfully,

+ Caritas.




Two men who know how to communicate!!

-

The newly appointed director of the Anglican Information Office, Mr. David Longe, with Peter Stanton, Director of the
Anglican radio unit. At the function to welcome Mr. Longe into his new position, members of the media, both secular

and religious, were able to meet him personally.

Court on
Pornography

The Theological Commission of the
World Evangelical Fellowship
announces the publication of
Pornography: A Christian Critique by
Jjohn Court.

Dr. Court, a clinical psychologist, is
professor of psychology at Flinders.

The book, Pornography, came out
of a public debate in the United
Kingdom last summer where Court
was invited a second time to serve as
major consultant. As an accepted
authority on pornography, Court has
influenced legal thinking in the UK,
especially with regard to violence.

W.EF.

First Scriptures
for Kambata

The first ever Scriptures in the
Kambata language of Ethiopia have
been published by the Bible Society.
The books of Matthew, James and
Ruth are in print, while the book of
Genesis is expected off the press
shortly. There is also good progress
on the Kambata New Testament
translation project.

Kambata is spoken by an estimated
half a million people in the south-
west of the Shoa region of Ethiopia.
The evangelical Christian population
is reckoned to be 150,000, with most
of them belonging to the Kale Hiwot
Church or the Evangelical Church
Mekane Yesus.

provocative

overseas every two weeks.
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Subscription for 12 months' issues.

Sauare, Sydney, NSW, 2000.

The Australian Church Record has been bringing the news
on Church affairs for 100 years, 1880-1980
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are people too

Refugees and hardship. The two go hand in hand

p
10,000 refugee
tian churches and missions

J Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss

. Please debit my bankcard account [4]9]6]

WORLD ' VISION i e

1REFUGEE FUND

GPO Box 9944 in your Capital City

UGEES

1d Vision Refugee Fund will make available money for

28 sia that will give
al water, make possible
tslike chicke: vegetable growingtoreach
provide language tuitionand education, through Chris

845 will provide an entire family with basic support for one year

The needs of refugees are real and urgent. Your quick response could mean a
family's tomorrow

iyes, .
, amity. glue

I'll help a refugee

$45 to help one family for a year
$90 to help two families for a year
$ to help families
A one-time gift of §

Postcode Phone

Signature

Phone: Sydney 61 9117

WORLD VISION IS A CHRISTIAN HUMANITARIAN AGENCY REACHING OUT

T0 A NEEDY WORLD

Kidney Machine No Hindrance

i

Sister Petta had to leave her people
in the Torres Strait Islands two years
ago when her kidneys failed.

She now lives at the Community of
the Holy Name in Cheltenham,
Victoria where she spends 18 hours a
week on a dyalysis machine which
purifies her blood.

Sister does not see her time on the
machine as wasted. With two large
needles in her arms she spends the
time translating Matthew's Gospel
for the 4,000 Kala Lagaw Ya people
scattered along the coast and in the
islands between Broome and
Townsville. She works in partnership

with Rod and Judy Kennedy,
members of Wycliffe Bible
Translators who live on Saibai Island.

After recording translation on to
cassette, she sends it back to her
people so they can check ad edit it.

Sister Petta is anxious for her
people to communicate better with
one another, and, naturally, with
God. But there are problems. For
example, in her culture it is
disrespectful to tell a senior what you
really feel or think. This causes
problems in the peoples’
understanding of Jesus who had no
fear of the leaders of Israel.
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‘Go Walkabout’ says the Great Commission

B

‘In Australian lingo that is what Jesus said; the Reverend Arthur Deane told the gathering of 800 who attended the World

Mission in the Eighties conference organised by the Evangelical Missionary Alliance and the Katoomba Convention
Council over the long week end. Dr. Alan Cole, Federal Secretary Secretary of CMS reporting on the COWE meetings

in Pattaya, Thailand said of present opportunities, ‘needs exist in concrete jungles, just
among traditional religions and opposing religions The Thai conference showed that there is a universal concern felt

for evangelism in these days’

Electives covered preparation to go, ‘Hello there’ on communication, radio and casse

as much as in bush jungles,

tte work, and ‘Saying a-a-ah’ on

medical work. This year'’s organisers said that the numbers were enc ouraging and were greatly increased on last year's

attendance by young people.

See page 5 for comments of Third World speakers at the conference.

WEVANGELICALS NEED TO TAKE STOCK”

Archbishop Loane Warns

In his presidential address to Synod
of the Sydney Diocese the
Archbishop warned evangelicals to

ON OTHER PAGES

“*Why is the church anti-uranium in an
energy short age?'’ Nuclear engineer
says we have coerced by utopians not
the Bible . . . page 3
When beer is bad for brewery
business! . .. page 2

take stock of the situation in which
they find themselves: their vision
their purpose, their numbers, and
their problems

He warned that the right of private
judgement which reformers paid
dearly for, can be converted into the
reckless pursuit of such
independence that has produced
more ultra-individualists than any
other school of thought. The
effectiveness of evangelicals can be
so readily dissipated because of this,
He encouraged older evangelicals
not to patronise the younger
generation and younger generations
not to be impatient with the older.
Each needs to discern which are the
old paths they must not forsake and
which are the new paths they are
called to explore.

He encouraged evangelicals to be
willing to engage in relevant
dialogue. Many evangelicals share an
honest dislike for all forms of
controversy. They fight shy of current
issues, and stand aloof from the
debates of the moment, and leave
the field wide open for others. They
are caught off balance and the pass is
lost before they have started to think.
Controversy is implicit in the Ordinal;
without it there would have been no
Reformation, no New Testament
deposit of truth. Jesus Christ never

Lebrary

Moore (,}///t:{'l’

refused the demands of controversy
St. Paul was the greatest of all
Apologist, and true evangelicals must
take up this burden with courtesy
and dignity, with forward-looking
approach and a positive Biblical
argument

Evangelicals must adopt a positive
attitude in the defence and
confirmation of the Gospel. Next
year's NEAC should awaken men of
Reformation conviction to speak,
write, lead and act positively and to
preach the Gospel acceptably

He warned that in days past
evangelicals were often theological
light weights and were fifty years out
of date because they concerned
themselves only with traditional
learning and not with the new
challenges in philosophy, natural
science and the critical study of
history.

They were likewise uncritical of
false theories that lay behind the evils
of the industrial revolution, taking for
granted that poverty would always
exist. They fought like giants against
the evils within the system they
knew. What they needed was a more
prophetic mind and vision to
recognise that the system itself
needed to be changed. These points
of weakness need to be noted by
present day evangelicals,
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No Missionaries —
took non-Christians

We waited for years and the

missionary society said they couldn’t
supply the people, so we had to tak
non-Christians’, an African bishop
said sadly to the Australian CM
Another African bishop wrote
recently, ‘For five years we've been
asking you for people and you've
always said you have nobody
send
There are tremendous
pportunities in i1a inta at tr
present time. Vve a praving that trm
Lord will supp I f f
WOork her We need ur f [
develop and expand’, wr 1
' Of r bar i LEL
Diocese of Victoria Nyan inzan
There n I
for missi
part )
Kill uf € 1 Nt
etweer o
the numbe
[hese are not ‘ju j(
idd mt g prot
to help « ! )
for witne 1 |
I avs t
The opy impl
for Africa but in Nepal, Indonesi
rakistan, India, South t Asia a
North Australia th 1is fa
greater than the small numbers
yming forward,; say A
Is it a case that some won't go, but
also some don't know?’ the Oversea
Committee of CMS asked recently

Too Many
Leaders

Not Enough
Followship

The widespread cry that the Church
lacks leadership has been challenged
bv the general secretary of the
Church Pastoral Aid Society

Rather, says the Rev. David
Bubbers, the Church lacks
‘followship

Many leaders at every level give “a
splendid lead but their words lose
impact because their leadership role
is not recognised’

They are regarded as contributors
to a general debate “which may lead
to consensus but precious little else”
Every member ministry, says Mr,
Bubbers, though important, has so
often led to sheep being turned into
shepherds — "but this does nothing
for their sense of direction”.

“I am a democrat because | believe
that the Christian principle of mutual
submissiveness gives a right to
everybody within any Body to make
their contribution, but this does not
give to everybody a leadership role.

“We are called to honour those
(and this surely includes obedience)
who are over us in the Lord. When
the discussion has been shared and
the issues clarified and the decisions
properly made, the leader must lead
and be allowed to lead and show
initiative in leading. Then we must
accept the discipline of following”’




