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) / The Reverend R. E. Fvans,

@ SYDNEY

at present Rector of St.
James', South Canterbury,
has been appointed to Christ
Church, Lavender Bay. He
succeeds Dr Frank Cash, who
retired recently.

* * *

The Reverend C. E. Bur-
gess, Rector of St. Oswald’s,
Haberfield, has resigned.

z * kX *

The Reverend L. G. B.
: Rose, formerly of the Dio-
| cese of Wangaratta and for
) the past eighteen months Lo-
cum Tenens at St. Mary’s,
Concord (Sydney), to be Rec-
tor of St, Basil’s, Artarmon,
in the same diocese. His in-
sduction will take place on
January 12, 1962.

* * *

The Reverend Barry and
Dr H. Skellett . ere farwelled
at the C.M.S. Quarterly Railly
(Sydney) on December 4, The
same  meeting  welcomed
Canon G, A, P

* *

‘earson,
*

The Reverend N, Pollard
has been appointed to the
staff of Moore Theological
College,

@ MELBOURNE

The Reverend L. L. Nash
has been appointed a Canon
of St. Paul’s Cathedral. His
installation took place on
November 30. Mr Nash has
been a lecturer at Ridley
College for some years. While
at St. Augustine’s, Moreland,
he was appointed Rural Dean
of Melbourne.

: * * *

Archdeacon Douglas Blake,

sul present Archdeacon of
Geelong, has been inducted
to the parish of St. John's,
Geelong West.
* * *

y Dr Wellesley Hannah ar-
) rived in Melbourne at the
{ end of November for fur-
lough. He joined his wife
and family who returned to
Australia earlier this year.

)
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; @& OVERSEAS

The Reverend R. P, P,
Jo'mston has been appointed
Vicar of St, Mary’s, Isling-
ton, to succeed the Reverend
Maurice Wood. Mr Johnston
was a student at Oak Hill
Theological College under
the late Prebendary H., W,
Hinde, at one time also a
Vicar of St. Mary’s, Mr John-

ston is known as a convinced
Evangelical.
* * *

The Archbishop of Sydney
(Dr_Gough) will be present
at St. Mary's for the Isling-
ton Conference, to be held
on January 9. The Arch-
bishop will install the Rev-
erend R. P. P. Johnston as
president of the Conference,

* * *

)
Archdeacon H. M, Arrow-

smith has been ‘appointed the
Sunday evening preacher at
St. Paul’s Cathedral, London,
for the five Sundays of Dec-
ember. The Archdeacon is
also preaching at Westmins-
ter Abbey at the afternoon
service on Christmag Eve.

e e

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING

Advertisements lodged far
insartion in these columns should
be prepaid. Rate: 4d per word,
minimum 3/-, Receipts will not
be forwarded unless specifi-
cally tequested and such re-
quests should be accompanied
by a stamped and addressed

envelope.

FOR SALE

FOR SALE, Golf Clubs 65/, Bags 39/11,

Balls 2/1114, Squash Racquets 29/6.
Hamilton Joyce and Co., 5th Floor,
1478 King Street, Sydney. = B°N'7262.
BW6136.

ORGAN, Pentmand, Edinburgh. Six
stops, good order. £20 or near offer.
XL2259 (Sydney),

FOR SALE, Gymnasium Equipment.
Paraliel bars, horse, mats, etc, St
Barnabas’, Fairfield. UB1628.

WANTED
SECOND - HAND THEOLOGICAL
BOOKS bought, Quotes given, C.M.S,

Bookshop, 93 Bathurst Street, Sydney.

ASSISTANT Priest wanted to help in
services on Christmas Day.  St. Bar.
nabas’ Rectory, 10 Frederick Street,

Fairfield. UB1623.

TO LET
“KILLARA” CHRISTIAN HOLIDAY
HOME,

Great Western Road, Lawson,
Specialising in  Weekend House Parties.
rst-class  cooking, :nerln1
Recreation facilities, Lwe{
walks, swimming.
Mr and Mrs Mackay.

JAMBERCO, in town area, S.C. Holi-
day Flat. Accom. 4-5. E,
Bowling green, Tennis,
Kiama surf beach. _Available mid-De-
cember onwards. Phone 22 or write
J. Stewart,

ACCOMMODATION

HOLIDAY COTTAGE, BLACKHEATH,
accom, 6, sewered, Apply Mrs G

Hood, 38 Kitchener Avenue, Earlwood. | M

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION for

men students is available in December,

January and February at Moore Theo-

logical College, Sydney. For particu-

lars, write: The Principal, Moore Theo-

l&gllcal College, Newtown, New South
ales,

POSITIONS VACANT

SECRETARY required for Church of
England Immigration Chaplain, Short-
hand and typing, 9-5 p.m. No Satur-
days, Three weeks' annual Jeave.
Apply in writing with references, Church
House, George St., Sydney. Commence
January 11, 1962,

MATRON

’ HOUSEHOLD
ADMINISTRATOR

Applications are invited for
appointment as matron and
household administrator for a
theological college of 120
students, Apply: The Principal,
Moore  Theological College,
Newtown, N.S.W,

WYTTEHURST GUEST HOUSE
For an enjoyable holiday in
| Christian atmosphere, Good
food. H, and C. water in bed-
rooms. House-parties taken.
Mr and Mrs H. Bartrop,
219 Katoomba Street,
KATOOMBA.

- | bedrooms; 5o

@ continued from p., 7

word or unkind thought against
any peison he disagreed with, He
was an Examiner in the Philo-
sophy of Religion for many
years,

“When the Archdeacon attend-
ed the Academic Conferences at
North Sydney, held every two
years, he enjoyed the companion-
ship of Father Basil Oddy, Prior
of the S.S.M., Adelaide. He en-
joyed sitting with him both dur-
ing the Conference and at the
mea] table. He was always charit-
able toward those who differed
from him.”

Mr Alex Gilchrist, of Cam-
paigners for Christ, said: “For
many years Mr Hammond led
the Everymun’s Bible Class each
Monday evening at Everyman'’s
Centre, This was a meeting of
businessmen who found it to be
extremely helpful and profitable,

“T. C. Hammond was at his
best when expounding Scripture.
He was always fresh in his ap-
proach. He was with us right up
until the Monday before his
death.”

The Rev. D. B, Knox, Princi-
pal of Moore Theological Col-

- | lege, said:

Moore College owes a very
great debt to Archdeacon Ham-
mond. During the years of his
principalship three new w ings
built, containing two tutors’
flats, a common room and small
library, as well as 54 student
increasing the

student  accommodation  for
*1students from 18 to 72. In ad-
dition, the magnificent John

Francis Cash Memoria] Chapel

i|was built by Dr Frank Cash.

Academically, the College
course was increased to three
years and the entrance standard
was raised to matriculation,

Archdeacon Hammond, with
the assistance of the Reverend
. Loane, now Bishop
Loane, who was his second-in-
command throughout the whole
of his pirncipalship, did much to
deepen the spiritual life in the
College, For example, it was
during his principalship that the
annual College Convention was
commenced.

Archdeacon Hammond was a
great teacher. He was able to
draw on a wide range of accur-
ate and apposite knowledge, It
was impossible to listen to the
Archdeacon  without learning
some new fact,

As from the end of Novem-
ber the Marriage Guidance
Council of N.S.W. is located
on the third floor, Brasch’s
Building, corner Oxford Street
and Wentworth Avenue, Syd-
ney. The new telephone num-
bers are 61-5744 and 61-5738.
The Director, the Reverend
W. G. Coughlan, may be con-
tacted on 61-5717,

“METROPOLE”
TEMPERANCE HOTEL

KATOOMBA
Full Board or Bed and Breakfast.
K. L. and F. M. HEARNE,
Phone 20,

THINKING  ABOUT
A HOUSE PARTY?

come to
"“GWANDALAN"
CHRISTIAN  HOLIDAY
CENTRE, Falls Rd.,
Wentworth Falls, N.S.W.
2 acres RECREATION
Specialising in Y.P. House-
parties Friday night to Sun-
day night,
Minimum 30—Maximum 100
All cooking and catering
done. Bus from your Church
reasonable rates. 16mm
Sound Projector, P.A. equip-
ment. 9 hole miniature golf

cotirse,
LES & BETTY ROGERS
Ph. Wentworth Falls 123

The Australian

CHURCH
RECORD

Engila™t o5 Chuch ot

and people —

Apostolic, t, and
Reformed.

599 George Stree s;ﬁ. i
N.S.W. Phone 6.1'-2 5, i

HOME OF PEACE
HOSPITAL
(Deaconess Institution),
“EVERSLEIGH,”

274 Addison Road,
PETERSHAM,
and
“NERINGAH,”

North Shore Branch,
Neringah Avenue,
WAHROONGA.

The only Protestant Hospital
of its kind in the State admitting
those certified by their doctor to
be in a terminal (dying) or ad-
vanced chronic condition, irres-
pective of age, nationality or
creed,

Accommodation for 200
patients. (No TB or .mental
cases may be admitted.)

Your help is urgently needed
or the immediate and future
needs of the Hospital.

All donations over £1 are
allowable deductions for Income
Tax purposes.

REMEMBER THE
HOSPITAL
IN YOUR WILL.
For further information, phone
or write to:
The Secretary,
274 Addison Road,
Petersham,
LMS5621. LM8871.

SOUTH SYDNEY
WOMEN'S HOSPITAL,

Gilpin St., Camperdown.
Phone: LA2861.
APPLICATIONS are invited
from Christian young women
des;rc_)us of doing Midwifery
training.  Applicants must be
over the age of 19 years and in
possession of either Nurses
Entrance or Intermediate
Certificates,
Applications are also invited
frorgl. Missionary  candidates
desiring to gain experience in
Midwifery Nursing.

Apply—
THE MATRON.

education,

Immediate vacanc|
where there are

BARKER COLLEGE, HORNSBY

President of Council: THE MOST REV. THE LORD ARCHBISHOP OF SYDMEY
The school receives Day Boys and Boarders and provides a thorough

les exist in some primary classes for boarders, but else-
walting lists, £
Prospectus, etc., upon application to the Headmaster.

Page 8—The Australian Church Record_, December 7, 1961

Printed by Sungravure Pty.

Editorial Matter tc be ad-

to The Editor,

News of Church life in
ustralia is welcomed.

Advertising and  Business.

Communications to be ad-
dressed to the Secretary.

e —

ISSUED FORTNIGHTLY
Subscription £1 per annum,
post free.
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EVANGELICAL TRUST OF
VICTORIA

(Registered under the
Companles Act)

‘The Trust is empowered to ad-
minister bequests under Wills
and property set aside by Deed
or Gift for Charitable Educa-
tional and Philanthropic pur-
poses, and in particular for
Christian work either at home
or in the foreign field.

Rev, C. W. T. Rogers, Chaiy-
man; Rev. L. L. Nash, Rev.
Colin J. Cohn, Dr G, B, Bear-
ham, Mr E. W, Stockton, Mr
A. G. Hooke (Hon. Treasurer),
Mr R, J. Mason (Hon. Secre-
tary).
THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND
EVANGELICAL TRUST
(NS.W.)

(Registered under the
Companies Act)

The Trust is empowered to ad-
minister bequests under willg and
property or funds set aside by
Deed of Gift for Religious,
Charitable, and Educational Pur-
poses, in particular the promo-
tion of the Protestant and Evan-
gelical Principles of the Church
of England,

VICE-CHAIRMAN: Archdeacon

R. B. Robinson,

SECRETARY: R. A. Cole.

All communications (o be ad-

dressed to the Hon. Secretary,
Box 1227, G.P.O., Sydney.

WHEN MOVING
ANYWHERE,

suggest you comtact
A.R.C. THOMAS
Removalist and Storers of
PARRAMATTA,
For FUIlNlTUIlE,
Removals — Storage
Office and Stores at 21a Sorrell

Street, PARRAMATTA,
House-to-house removaly .
where in N.S.W. and Interstate.
Quom =::y :;en by ‘phone.

ler personal
supervision,

Ring YY1241-2 (9 a.m. ¢o0 § p.m.)

™ to )y
Ring YLEYS8 (o pr,
e
Ltd., 31-20 Moriey Ave., Roesbery.

“BUT AS MANY AS RECEIVED HIM, TO THEM
GAVE HE POWER TO BECOME THE SONS OF GOD”

—“Herald” Photo.

CHRISTMAS

Not the least of the wonder of Christmas is its message
of God’s concern for us men where we are and as we are. Jesus,
the Babe of Bethlehem, perfect God and perfect Man, was

born of a woman, as

each of us has been born and

with a body like ours, subject to like passions, limitations,

and temptations,.

He is “bone of our bone and
flesh of our flesh.” In that per-
fect humanity He overcame
everything which can separate us
from God. It is the will of God
that we should have perfect
union with Him, and so we have
been made in His image or like-
ness. Alone of the whole created
order we are so constituted that
we are able to respond to God
as persons responding to a Per-
son. Yet, in us, if we are honest,
that imagc has been shattered
and distorted by sin. St. Paul
cries out of the depths of our
human dilemma: “The good that
I would that I do not and the
evil that I would not that I do.
Who shall deliver me?”

By sin we are alienated from
God and as a consequence we
are threatened with meaningless-

ness, robbed of any sense of last-
ing purpose, overwhelmed with
frustration and loneliness and,
when we see ourselves as we
truly are, burdened with guilt.
Nothing we can do can resolve
this situation,

Equally true we are at
variance one with another, We
men who are children of one
Father have erected against one
another barriers of race, colour,
wealth, occupation, creed, and so
or. endlessly. We seem unable
to live together as brethren.

Even in the heart of the in-
dividucl there is disunity and
we are, ag it were, adrift from
our moorings—cut off from our
own proper selves. Not the least
indication of this is the appalling
increase in mental illnesses, in
so many cases of which people

who will not or cannot face
themselves or life escape into an
unreal world of fantasy.

Restored
It was to meet these basic
needs of man that “in the fulness
of time” God sent forth His Son
“born of a woman, born under

The directors and
staff of “The Australian
Church Record” wish
all its readers God’s
richest blessings for the
Christmas scason and
in the New Year. The
next issue of the paper

will be on January 17.

By the Right Reverend J. C. Vockler, B.A.; S.T.M.;
8.T.D.; Th. D.; Assistant Bishop of Adelaide—Bishop

Elect of Polynesia.

the Law” so that we might be
restored to our rightful place as
sons, The image of God which
in us has been distorted was
restored, new-created, in Christ
Jesus the “express image” of
God, In Him we see both the
Father and His pattern for us.

By His perfect life of
obedience, by His complete union
of love and will with God, Jesus
Christ breaks down the barriers
of sin, guilt, and fear which
separate us from God and offers
to us pardon, peace and forgive-
ness.

He calls all men and each man
to Himself and by Baptism and
faith we are incorporated into
Him — made ‘“very members
incorporate.” We are sharers of
His life and so members one of

another. In Christ there is a
unity which transcends all our
man-made differences and can
destroy our separateness one
from the cther and one against
the other.

To each of us He offers that
wholeness of being which is
health and can only be found in
Him. As we are found in Him
so we truly find ourselves.

In the manger we see and
know that we are loved of God
and there can be awakened in us
the response of perfect love.
Only as we make that response
can Christmas have its true
meaning for you and me.

It is for these things that we
thank God at Christmastime.

g
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The crux
of
Christianity

This is the month, and this the happy morn,

Wherein the Son of Heaven’s zternal King,
Of wedded maid and virgin mother born,

Our great redemption from above did bring;
For so the holy sages once did sing,

That He our deadly forfeit should release,
And with His Father work us a perpetual peace,

Christmas Day is a day of great joy, This year it speaks
afresh of the purpose of God for me with new power, in a
world which is tormented by fear and jealousy. Christmas this
year will have a special charm, as we forget about the hellish
hatred in Katanga, the tensions in South Africa, and the threat-
ening ebullitions of Khrushchev. This year has been a special
vear of disaster. In Berlin, the Congo, Moscow, there have
been events which have caused division and enmity amongst
men,

So this year, men will look desperately and feverishly at
Christmas and its message of Peace. But it will be of little use.
It will be just a momentary respite in all the pressures which are
constantly growing. However, for most it will have no perma-
nent effect on their lives,

Men everywhere, of course, like Christmas. They approve
of its message. They all long for Peace. They approve of the
simple and pure charm of the Bethlehem story. They are en-
couraged, and endorse the fact that God liked men. It adds a
new dimension to men’s destiny, and they approve of an action
of God which confirms their own estimation of the worth of
the human race, The Incarnation is seen as an end in itself. It
is the part unveiling of God, and if a man learns to live in the
dignity of the Christian message, all will be well. A theologian
once wrote, “The crux of Christianity is the Incarnation.” It
was quickly observed that the author’s own phrasing gave him
away. The crux of Christianity is the Cross. The essential mes-
sage and action of God centres around Calvary. And men will
never learn the message of Christmas if they separate the Incar-
nation from its purpose in Redemption. When the angel said
to Joseph, “Thou shalt call His Name Jesus, for He shall save
His people from their sins;” when the angel told the shepherds
of a Saviour; when Simeon saw a child “set for the fall and
rising again of many in Israel,” and when Anna spoke “of Him
to all them that looked for redemption in Israel,” they all had
the purpose of His Incarnation clearly in view.”

It was in the light of God'’s judgment on men’s sin, and the
complete and permanent inability of men to save themselves,
that God sent His Son. It was not only a message of great joy,
but it was a certain indictment upon men. They were so hope-
less and lost that God dwelt among us, that He might reconcile
the world in a sacrifice and bloody death to Himself,

How then do Christian people view the significance and
opportunities of Christmas?

The Lord Jesus said, “If I be lifted up from the earth, I
will draw all men unto me.” This He said, signifying what
death He should die.

It will never do to just magnify the Christmas message, It
won'’t be just sufficient to put “Christ into Christmas,” unless
the purpose of the Incarnation is clearly seen to lead to the Re-
demption of man,

A great deal of Christmas preaching never gets beyond the
sentiment that surrounds the manger, the hay and the oxen.
Christ in the manger, but not Christ in the heart. If Christ is
uplifted at this Christmas time, He will draw men to Himself.
As He draws men to Himself, He enters their hearts by faith,
and -converted men can really rejoice in the significance of
Christmas. And what ultimately matters, and what is of eternal
importance, is not how many came to Church on Christmas
morning, or how they enjoyed the Carols, but whether they are
being born again,

JOHN I:II-I3

“... AND HIS OWN
RECEIVED HIM NOT”

By the Reverend
J. J. TURNER,
Chaplain for Youth, Sydney Diocese

(John 1, 11-13.)

Overcrowded conditions in the
city of Bethlehem, on the first
Christmas Eve, brought about by
the influx of people for the
Census, meant that when Mary
and Joseph came seeking accom-
modaticn, there was none to be
found. So St. Luke records for
us the interesting note in the
narrative of the birth of the Lord
Jesus Christ, “And she brought
forth her first-born son, and
wrapped him in swaddling
clothes and laid him in a manger
because there was no room for
them in the Inn.” This beginning
of the earthly life of the Son of
God, seems to set the picture
of continued and growing rejec-
tion. On hearing of the birth of
the Christ-child, Herod imme-
diately set out to destroy Him.
So to escape the evil planned by
the jealous monarch, Mary and
Joseph were forced to take the
young child down into Egypt,
and remain there for several
years.

Jesus Christ began His public
ministry in the City of Nazareth,
where He had been brought up,
and when He preached in the
Synagogue, and claimed to be
the One who was spoken of in
the Old Testament Scriptures, as
the annointed of God, so He was
rejected by the people who had
known Him for so many years.
“They rose up and cast Him out
of the City, and led Him unto
the brow of the hill whereon
their city was built, that they
might cast Him down headlong.”

The burden of Jesus Christ’s
message, was that man was
unable to improve himself, or in
his natural state find acceptance
with God, because of human sin.
Although at first large crowds
were attracted to Him, our study
of Scripture shows us that when
men and women came to realise
the claim that Christ made, that
He Himself was the only means
by which they could have life
eternal, so they turned away.
After His discourse on the Bread
of Life, where He made the claim
to be the only source of life for
men, we read, “From that time,
many of His disciples went back
and walked no more with him.”
This was constantly recurring
throughout the life and ministry
of Jesus Christ, the fact that He
came unto His own, His own re-
ceived Him not. The climax is
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reached on the morning of the
first Good Friday, when, by way
of complete contrast to the ova-
tion that Jesus received on the
previous Sunday, the crowds in
Jerusalem called out, Crucify
Him! Crucify Him! So Jesus was
condemned to the
Despised and rejected of men.

History has indicated that
wherever the Word of God has
been truthfully and faithfully
proclaimed and the fact of Jesus
Christ’s Saviourhood emphasised
as the only answer to man’s
problem of sin, so the great mass
of men have turned away. Our
Lord prepared his followers for
this situation—the night before
His death when He reminded the
Apostles, “The servant is not
greater than his Lord, if they
have persecuted me, they will
also persecute you, if they have
kept my sayings, they wiil keep
yours also, but all these things
will they do unto you for my
name’s sake, because they know
not him that sent me.”

The situation in our society
today still reflects this basic
truth, As the nations of the
world vie with one another for
political supremacy and as in-
dividual men and women, in
their search for security are
seeking satisfaction in pleasure
and the acquiring of possessions,
so the Gospel of the Christ-
child who came into the world
to save sinners falls on deaf ears
in many places. Even in the
celebrations which surround the
birth of the Saviour of men
open rejection of His mission
and message are painfully
obvious and the circumstances of
Bethlehem, where no room was
found for the new-born Saviour,
find their counterpart in so much
of our twentieth-century society.

Despite this situation there
have always been those who,
through the mercy and grace
of God, have responded to the
message of Christmas. Realising
like Mary that all the promises
of God were fulfilled in the
birth of Jesus Christ, they are
able to sing with conviction and
joy, “My Soul doth magnify the
Lord, and my Spirit hath re-
joiced in God my Saviour.” By
way of contrast to the jealous
oppression of Herod we see aged
Simeon, taking the Christ-child

into his arms, blessing God, as |.

he said, “Mine eyes hath seen

Cross. ||

“He came unto His own and His own received Him
not, but as many as received Him, to them gave He power
to become sons of God, even to them that believe on His
name, which were born not of blood, nor of the will of
the fiesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.”

Thy salvation, which Thou hast
prepared before the face of all
people.”

Despite a continued rejection
of Jesus -~ Christ and - hijs
challengl_ng message during His
qanhly life, there wag always the
ittle group, who like Simon
Peter, said, “Thou hath the
words of Eternal Life, and we
believe and are sure that Thou
art the Christ, the Son of the
living God.” "Those who did
receive Christ and His word,
were given the right and privilege
to become the children of God.
St. John reminds us that this
new status comes to those, we
believe on the name of the Lord
Jesus Christ. This birth into the
family of God he claims, “pot
of the will of the flesh, nor of
the will of man, but of God.”
As in the time of Christ, so
down through the centuries,
there have been those who have
responded to the invitation to
come. to the Saviour of men and
so have become the children of
God. This places them in a
unique position. Paul tells us that
they are led by the Spirit of
God, as in contrast to their
previous experience of being
motivated and directed by their
own desires and ideas. The child
of God has a special respon-
sibility as a witness to the power
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, so
Paul wrote to the Philippines,
“That ye may be blameless and
harmless, the Sons of God, with-
out rebuke in the midst of a
crooked and perverse nation
among whom ye shine as lights
in the world.”

So today as in times past, the
message of Christmas, the proc-
lamation that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners
will divide men and women into
two groups, those who receive
Him not and are continually re-
jecting the Gospel, and those who
do receive Him and are entering
by new birth into the family of
God. The latter group are those
who can sing with Emily Elliott,
“Thou didst leave Thy Throne

and Thy kingly Crown,

When Thou camest to earth

for me.

But in Bethlehem’s home there
was found no room

For Thy Holy Nativity.

O Come to my heart Lord Jesus,
There is room in my heart
for Thee.”

REMEMBRANCE BOWL

Church and
Civic Leaders

Support Appeal

For the thirteenth year in succession the people of
Australia are being reminded of the Christmas Bowl of

Remembrance A

Church Aid.

The central idea of the
Remembrance Bowl Appeal is
the placing, on the dining-
table, of a bowl. Diners may
then place an amount equal
to the vatue of their Christ-
mas meal in the bowl. Money
received in this way should
be forwarded to Inter-Church
Ald, 37 Swanston Street,
Melbourne, or handed to the
local church treasurer.

Cemmending this appeal to
the people of Australia, the
Prime Minister said:

“It is hard to see how those
of us who live in comfort
and freedom can happily
enter into the joys of Christ-
mas or the hopes of the New
Year when througheut our
trovbled world some 16-
million people still remain
homeless and often hopeless.

“Hunger and disease can
be fought, and effectively, if
we help to build the neces-
sary funds. We can demon-
strate our Christian concern
for our fellow-men by com-
tributing to this worthy
appeal.”

The Archbishop of Sydney

and Primate of Australia, Dr
y H

“I am happy to commend
most sincerely to all members
of the Church of England the
need for the
Annual Appeal for the
Christmag Remembrance
Bowl organised by the Aus-
tralian Coromission for Inter-
Church Aid and Service to
Refugees. In recent years,
very large sums of money
have been contributed by this
means and, as a result, much
real practical help has been
provided to a great number
of needy people.”

Civic Support

Mazany other church and
civic leaders have warmly
commended the Remem-
brance Bowl Appeal. The
Leader of the Opposition, Mr
A. A. Calwell, said:

“As the season of Christ-
mas draws near and our
minds therefore tend to dwell
more on our obligations to-
wards each other, we, who
have been so singularly
blessed by Providence, are in
consciense bound to think of
our fellow human beings
whose Mving standards are so
far below our own that most
of them to bed hucgry
every n‘zt while compar-
atively few of them -ever

escape the dsgradation and
misery that surround them
from the day they were born
till the day they die.”

Prime Minister Nehru once
said:

“This generation of Indians
is sentenced to hard labour.”

That means that there are
400 million people insuf-
ficiently fed, and mostly half-
starved, living in India, and
what is true of India is true
also of other Asian and
African countries,

“I support the Christmas
Bowl of Remembrance
Appeal which the Australian
Council of Churches is con-
ducting for the thirteenth
year on behalf of the World
Council of Churches, and I
hope the Appeal will meet
with a very generous re-
sponse from the Australian
people. We, who are so com-
paratively well off, have a
moral obligation to help those
others who are so badly off.”

Blind But Beaten

Typical of the work of
Inter-Church is the following:

Alexander Momot, born of
White Russian parents in the
railway station at Harbin,
Manchuria, on February 3,
1936, and blind since he was
a year old, has now found
friends and a new life in
Australia,

1945, which brought the
happiness of peace to millions
of peple, was a grim year
for Alexander. The blind boy
was nine years of age when
his mother died and his
father deserted him to return
to the Soviet Union.

Alexander, officially a
“stateless” person, was taken
care of by the Greek Orth-
odox almshouse at Harbin,
There he was taught Braille
and learned to be a Psalm-
reader by heart. He was later
trained tc be a male nurse
and masseur., He has been a
worker from the age of 11.

Alexander’s ambition was
to become a doctor, and he
studied medicine in evening
courses at the Harbin Med-
ical Institute while employed
in a hospital. He received no
salary himself and was en-
tirely supported by the alms-
house where he continued to
live. :

In the summer of 1955 he
began his struggle to emigrate
to another country, Attempis
by the World Couneil ef
Churches in Geneva to place

ppeal — an appeal sponsored by Inter-

Alexander in either Belgium
of Holland failed.

The Australian Council of
Churches reported in Sep-
tember, 1959: “This case is
on a par with hundreds of
others regarding which we
are unable to find a solution.
A man of 23, though blind,
may live for very many years,
during part of which he could
become a heavy financial
burden on any guarantor.”

Then Alexander’s case was
laid before a committee meet-
ing of the Association for the
Advancement of the Blind in
Melbourne.

It was impossible to tell the
members much about him —
what was his state of health,
whether he was employable,
and if he was likely to fit into
Australian  ways—but the
members were of one mind.
“The blind in Australia are
fortunate in the care and
attention they receive and will
be happy to share their bless-
ings,” they said.

So by October, 1959, an
Austraiian sponsor had been
found for Alexander and the
Australian Immigration De-
partment agreed to permit him
to come to Australia.

But it was not until May,
1961, that Alexander suc-
ceeded in his desperate
attempts to get an exit visa
from China.

He was told that he could
leave in four days’ time. On
the third day his visa was
taken from him by an official.
Alexander received it - back
just in time to catch his train.

Then began a journey of
2,500 miles from Harbin to
Hong Kong with changes of
trains at Canton and Peking
for the blind man.

His ship from Hong Kong
berthed at the North Wharf,
Melbourne, on July 2. Offi-
cials of the Association for
the Blind, the Australian
Conncil of Churches, aad
other organisations that had
helped to make his odyssey
possible, were there to look
after him.

Alexander is now learni
English and a trade. Sm
John Wilson, of the Associa-
tion for the Blind: “I would
like to see him finish up mak-
ing brushes, mats, or some
such task in the Institute fac-
tory. We must have faith a
suitable opening will occur.”

Last year’s a; raised the
sum of £115, in Ausira-
lia, and this year's appeal
Continuel o page 4 . . .

CRUSADE '61
MEMORABLE
CONCLUSION

With attendances at Shepparton and War-
ragul totalling 17,000 and more than 750 re-
corded decisions for Christ, the Crusade meet-
ings conducted in Victoria by the Rev. Leighton
Ford came to a memorable close on Sunday after-
noon, December 3. The Rev. Joseph Blinco con-
tinued for a final week in Tasmania and King

Island.

From the far north of Queens-
land to the south of Tasmania,
as far west as Hroken Hill and
Port Pirie, in the national capital
of Canberra and in all State
capitals (except Perth), the re-
ports that have reached the
Crusade offices tell the same
story of months of painstaking
preparation, of counsellor train-
ing that has given to thousands
of church members a new vision
and some initial training in per-
sonal evangelism,

Hundreds of converts through
the Graham Crusade of 1959
have received new stability and
inspiration; thousands of young
people have been touched and
won for Christ—these are some
of the fruits of a momentous
spiritual  experience,  which,
under God, is owed to the Billy
Graham Evangelistic Association
and the team of evangelists, song
leaders and counsellors sent so
willingly from North America to
Australia.

They are, in fact, an inter-

national team, The Rev. Leigh-
ton Ford is a Canadian, the Rev.
Joe Blinco, an Englishman, the
Rev. Irv. Chambers is an Ameri-
can, and Mr and Mrs Wesley
Boyd are both from Ireland,

Future Developments

Flans for future developments
in a pattern of widespread evan-
gelistic enterprise were outlined
by the Rev. Leighton Ford in
an interview with a “New Life”
representative, shortly before
leaving Melbourne for the final
Victerian Crusade meetings in
Shepparton and Warragul.

Mr Ford believes that it would
probably be a mistake to repeat
too soon anything comparable to
the 1959 Graham Crusade, or
“Crusade '61” which has now
reached its conclusion.

Instead he suggests evangelistic
meetings for special groups, such
as business and professional
men, and the urgent need for
the commencement of ministers’
seminars on evangelism.

Prayer Breakfasts

Mr Ford sald he had been
much impressed the plans of
the Men's Inter<Church Council
for a united mission in November

the nunu of such olﬂnndug’
speakers as the Rev. Richard C.

Halverser, Presbyterian minister

of Washington, D.C., who has
been wonderfully successful in
arranging Prayer and Testimony
Breakfasts across America; and
Mr Howard Butt, of Texas, who
is Vice-President of a chain of
food stores and has been
greatly used in a ministry of lay
evangelism.

Local Responsibility

The final responsibility for a
continuous pattern of evangelism
must lie with the local minister
in his own parish, and this is
perhaps the outstanding need in
Australia today,

_Mr Ford envisages the Ppossi-
bility that men like Dr Paul
Rees, the Revs. Joseph Blinco
or John R. Stott, should be in-
vited to Australia for a month
or more to conduct five-day
seminars for ministers on evan-
gelism in various States covering
the tneology, the spiritual power
and the practical techniques of
parish evangelism.

He instanced the case of the
Rev. Tom Allan, of Scotland,
who lost all belief during his
student days, was gradually re-
stored to faith, and has in recent
years become a parish evangelist
of great power in the Church
of Scotland, Mr Allan’s testi-
mony and experience would be
of special value to men in the
ministry who have not as yet
caught the vision of evangelism.

The effective Christian mini-
ster must not only be fully con-
versant with the theology and
methods of evangelism, so far
as he is concerned. He must be
able to train his own church
members in personal evangelism
and counselling.

Training

An evangelistic Crusade is a
special feature in a nation’s life,
and cannot often be repeated,
Mr Ford insisted, wherecas the
evangelism in the local pulpit
and pew is the very essence of
continuing Christian witness.

However, many niinisters feel
the need of further training in
carrying out the instructions of
Paul to Timothy: “Do the work
of an evanmgelist,” hence seminars
on evangelism, held every two or
three years, would be of great
benefit in decpening the current
of evamgclism throughout the
churches of Australia,

—"“New Life."
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ANGLICAN BAPTISM
IN BAPTST (HURCH

An Anglican minister re-
cently conducted a Baptism
service in a Sydney Baptist
Church at the request of a
candidate who had asked to
be immersed.

The minister, Rev. B. W.
Powers of St. Andrew's, River-
wood with Narwee, prepared
three adult candidates for bap-
tism. In accordance with the
choice of the mode of baptism,
as provided in the Prayer Book,
two candidates elected to be bap-
tised by pouring and the third
by immersion. The service of
baptism by pouring was conduct-
ed in St. Andrew’s but as the
parish church has no facilities
for immersion, arrangements
were made, with the consent of
the Baptist pastor and deacons,
for this service to be held in
the Riverwood Baptist Church.

The congregation of St. An-
drew’s met in the Baptist Church
on a Sunday afternoon and after
the second lesson in the service
of Evening Prayer, the Service of
Baptism for those of Riper Years,
ag set out in the Prayer Book
was held.

Anglo-Catholics
to Visit Pope

The Society of the Holy Cross,
an extreme Anglo-Catholic
body in England consisting of
136 priests, is seeking an audi-
ence with the Pope early in the
New Year.

The Society, which has al-
already held discussions with rep-
resentatives of Cardinal Godfrey,
Roman Catholic Archbishop of
Westminster, has issued a four-
point statement setting forth its
aims and nbjects.

The statement labels the
Reformation an “accident of
history” and “a matter of politics
rather than religion.” It reads:—

1 We have no doubt that, being
validly baptised and professing
the whole Catholic faith, we
are members of the mystical
Body of Christ, and, therefore,
already part of the Universal
Church.

2 We regard the Church of Eng-
land itself as but two pro-
vinces of the whole Church,
outwardly separated from
Rome in the sixteenth cen-
tury; but that this accident of
history, as we see it, is no
fault of ours, but a matter of
politics rather than religion,
and an inherited disability to
which we desire to see an end,
if possible within our own
lifetime.

3 We believe our orders to be
true and effective, and we can
never with a good conscience
hold cither explicitly or by
implication that our priesthood
is “nuil and void.”
Nevertheless, we have worked,
prayed and suffered all our
lives in the cause of the
Catholic faith and of reunion
with the Holy See, and it
seems good to us, therefore,
that we should ask for an audi-
ence with the Holy Father in
order to seek his advice and
express our earnest desire for
charitable relations between
ourselves and Roman Catho-
lics, and an end to the present
state of schism,

£

Manly.

THEATRE GUILD

Following a tour of Sydney and suburbs for the
Christmas season, the Australian Christian Theatre
Guild will perform for a season at St. Matthew’s,

Commencing on January, the programme will in-
clude “The Apple Tree,” St. Felix and His Potatoes,”
“The Journey of the Three Kings”
The photograph shows a scene from “The Journey
of the Three Kings.” Caspar is showing Melchior and
Balthazar the Star of Bethlehem.

Inquiries should be directed to P.0. Box 17,
Artarmon (N.S.W.) or phone number 43-1889.

NEW DEAN OF
MELBOURNE

Following a fruitful and distinguished term of office
as part-time Dean of Melbourne, Dr S, Barton Babbage
has been replaced b{; Archdeacon T. W. Thomas, Vicar

off St. John's, Cam

Dr Babbage, formerly Dean of
Sydney, has been for the past
eight years both Dean of Mel-
bourne and Principal of Ridley
College. As Dean, Dr Babbage
brought to his office both scholar-
ship and able administrative
abilities. During his term of
office, St. Paul’s Cathedral has
become noted for incisive Christ-
ian comment on national and
social issues.

The new Dean was elected by
the Chapter of the Cathedral at
a meeting held earlier this
month. He is at present Arch-
deacon of Kew and a Canon of
the Cathedral. The position is
now to be a full-time one.

Archdeacon Thomas is 47. He
studied at Melbourne University
and Ridley College. While at
Camberwell, the new church was
completed and paid for—costing
£135,000.

erwell,

Continued from page 3 . . .

opens the 1962 program of
£100,000, forming part of the
£40,000,000 World Program
of Inter-Church Aid.

The Australian £115,000
bought food, medicines, cloth-
ing and blankets for refugees
in Korea, Hong Kong, Pale-
stine and Morocco; assisted
sufferers from floods in Korea
and typhoon ridden Tonga;
resettlement of nationals in
Greece, Kenya and Indonesia
and of refugees from Ger-
many, Austria, Italy and
Greece in Australia; and the
thousands of East German
refugees who have arrived in
West Germany thig year, and
medical and C¥:urch programs
in. countries with Communist
Governments in  Eastern
Europe.
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WIDESPREAD
SUPPORT FOR
“OPEN LETTER”

Widespread support for the Open Letter
signed by 32 theologians is revealed in a
national poll conducted in England by the
Church of England Newspaper.

The poll was conducted
among over 10,000 clergy
throughout England. To date
44 per cent of replies favoured
the Open Letter, while 49 per
cent opposed it.

Commenting on the poll
results to date the Church of
England Newspaper says: “Clear-
ly the 32 theologians have set a
great many bells ringing—and a
great'many hearts throbbing—by
their composition.”

“One thing the C.E.N. poll
has done is to explode the
statement in the Lambeth 1958
report which reads: ‘It must,
however, be recognised as a
fact that Anglicans comscien-
tiously hold that the celebrant
of the Eucharist should have
been ordained by a bishop
standing in the historic succes-
sion, and generally believe it
to be their duty to bear witness
to this principle by receiving
Holy Communion only from
those who have been thus
ordained’ Until further evi-
dence is brought to light it
inust b¢ assumed that for every
49 incumbents who believe this
there are 44 incumbents who
believe the opposite.”

Analysis

An analysis of the poll results
shows that support for the Letter
was greatest in the Dioceses of
Birmingham, Bristol, Guildford,
Portsmouth, Rochester, South-
wark, Worcester, Bradford, Liver-
pool and Manchester.

In Rochester, Liverpool and
Bradford, supporters outweighed
opponents 3 to 1. In Lincoln,
Oxford, Peterborough and

Durham, opponents outweighed
supporters 2 to 1, while in New-
castle and Wakefield opponents
outweighed supporters 3 to 1.

Commenting on the result the
Principal of Wycliffe Hall,
Oxford, the Reverend F. J.
Taylor, one of the signatories of
the Letter, said: “I must confess
that this is a little more than I
expected. The general position
taken up in the letter commends
itself to a large proportion of
incumbents. It will have to be
taken seriously.”

Canon C. W. Bowles, Principal
of Ridley Hall, another signatory,
said: “If the percentage represents
interest much must be done—
further study and discussion are
needed.”

Evangelical Comment
The Chairman of the Federa-
tion of Diocesan Evangelical
Unions, the Reverend A. J, K.
Goss, said: “It is now known that
a large proportion of the clergy
are in favour of the policy of
regular and reciprocal acts of
intercommunion with their Free
Church brethren as a means to
closer fellowship.

“This is a most significant fact
and is bound to affect the whole
ecumenical picture and the dis-
cussions which must take place
in the Convocations, This notable
development will be warmly wel-
comed by all the members of the
diocesan evangelical unions.”

Footnote: Commented Mr Ivor
Bulmer-Thomas, Member of the
Church Assembly: “The main
point that emerges from the
questionnaire is the difficulty of
getting the clergy of the Church
of England to answer letters sent
to them.”

DEPUTATIONIST-ORGANISER
NS.W. Auiliary, BRITISH & FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY,

Applications are invited for the position of Male
Deputationist and Organiser for the Society.
The territory will include West and North West
centred on Bathurst, Orange and Dubbo.

A car and 16mm projector will be provided.
Apply giving age, references and qualifications,
denominational affiliation.

able but not essential.,
State Secretary,
. BIBLE HOUSE, 95 BATHURST ST., SYDNEY

Ministerial status desir-

ABBOTSLEIGH . . . . . WAHROONGA
CHURCH OF ENGLAND DAY AND BOARDING SCHOOL

FOR GIRLS

Puplls piepared for all Public Ezaminations.

For Prospecius apply to the Headmistress:
2 Mis H. K. Archdals, M.B.E B.A, LLM,
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JANUARY

AT HOME:

The month of conferenc_es,
conventions and camps. Major
conventions were the Belgrave
Heights (Victoria) and Katoomba
(N.S.W.), Summer Schools were
run by CM.S. and many
churches held their own local
conventions.

New Year’s Day saw the in-
auguration of Bible Commemo-
ration  Year—celebrating  the
350th Anniversary of publication
of the Authorised Version. The
Bible Society announced plans
for a Bible reading program,
special church services and Sun-
day School lessons.
OVERSEAS:

A draft revision of the Cate-
chism was put forward in Eng-
land.

New Primates of England and
All England were announced. An
Evangelical (Dr Coggan) was
chosen to be Archbishop of
York.

FEBRUARY

AT HOME:

Parish organisations started
meeting again after the holiday
period. At Menangle (N.S.W.),
delegates of the Australian Col-
lege of Theology and staffs of
various theological colleges met
in conference. Entrance qualifi-
cations and length of training
were discussed.

The Primate dedicated new
studios for the Christian Broad-
casting Association at Fivedock
(N.S.W.).

OVERSEAS:

Prime Minister Macmillan
addressed a meeting in England
to celebrate the 350th anniver-
sary of publication of the
Authorised Version.

The New English Bible was
launched,

Russian Communists made
strong attacks on Christian
groups working Southern Russia.

MARCH
AT HOME:

Miss Gladys Aylward (“The
Small Woman") arrived in Aus-
tralia for a series of meetings
under the auspices of C.M.S,

Shoalhaven District's Com-
bined Crusade saw 230 inquirers
come forward.

The Annual Meeting of the
Australian Council of Churches
was told that the Church of Eng-
land contributed more to the
work of the Council than all
other churches put together.

The NS.W, Parliament
enacted legislation to bring into
effect the proposed new Consti-
tution for the Church of Eng-
land in Australia,

The Archbishop of Melbourne
commissioned his “Task Force”
~—a new and significant venture
in Home Mission work.
OVERSEAS:

Deported by the South African
Government in 1960, the Bishop
of Johannesburg announced his
resignation.

: APRIL

AT HOME: E
Francis de Witt Batty, retired

Bishop of Newcastle, died at the

age of 82. He was buried from
St. Andrew’s Cathedral.

The Reverend A, J. Dain,
Federal Secretary of C.M.S., left
on a tour of the Society’s mis-
sion fields.

The first annual Dedication
Service of the Religious Instruc-
tion Teachers’ Fellowship was
held in Sydney.

The LV.F.’s Pulpit for Exposi-
tory Preaching heard the Rever-
end S. Millar preach on Isaiah 52
and 53 at its inaugural meeting.

OVERSEAS:

The Archbishop of Canterbury
visited East Africa. He installed
the first Archbishop of Uganda.
The largest of South Africa’s
Dutch Reformed Churches with-
drew from the W.C.C.

MAY

AT HOME:

The well-known C.E.N.EF.
Centre was sold for £200,000.
Plans were laid for a new Centre,

Sydney’s Home Mission
Society held its annual Festival
at Sydney Town Hall. Over
2,000 people attended.

Archbishop Gough paid his
first visit to Norfolk Island.

Bishop R. G. Arthur of Can-
berra-Goulburn  was  elected
Bishop of Grafton.

The -~ Australia - Council of
Churches conducted a consulta-
tion on Christian work among
students. Feature of the consult-
ation was discussion on E.U. -
S.CM. relations.

A new block, comprising Din-
ing Hall, Kitchen and Lecture
Room, was opened and dedicated
for Moore College.

OVERSEAS:

The Billy Graham North of
England Crusade commenced. In
Japan the Bob Pierce Tokyo
Crusade began in an atmosphere
of hostility from certain sections
of the Church.

The Russian Orthodox Church
applied for membership of

w.CC.
JUNE
AT HOME: :
The General Secretary of

LV.F., Mr Charles Troutman, re-
turned to the U.S.A.

N.S.W. Provincial Synod ap-
proved plans for church union
proposals in North India, Pakis-
tan and Ceylon.

The Reverend J. B, Mont-
gomerie, Regional Secretary for
Aborigines of C.M.S., died.

E.U, groups in the Universities
of Western and South Australia
conducted evangelistic missions.

A record Budget of over
£178,000 for CM.S. work was
fully met.

OVERSEAS:

Billy Graham preached to over
40,000 on the last night of the
Manchester Crusade.

The new Archbishop of Can-
terbury was enthroned.

JULY
AT HOME:

Nationat  Scripture  Union
‘Week was held during this month
‘with special emphasis on Bible
reading.

Bishop Pilcher, former Coad-

jutor Bishop of Sydney, died at
the age of 82. A scholarly man

— A review

who left his mark on the diocese,
Bishop Pilcher came to Sydney
in 1936.

The Primate touched off wide-
spread controversy when preach-
ing at the Legal Convention. “In
the Westrn world — even here
in Sydney — we have those who
are shamelessly teaching in our
universities these same (Com-
munist) soul-destroying philoso-
phies,” said the Primate.

Mr Hasluck was outspoken in
his comments on mission work
at the Missions Conference at
Darwin.

OVERSEAS:

A united Communion Service
was held to mark the 80th An-
niversary of England’s Keswick
Convention.

Billy Graham returned to the
US.A, where he conducted a
one-week Crusade in Minne-

apolis.

AUGUST
AT HOME:

Dr R. A. Cole and Archdeacon

H. M. Arrowsmith spoke at the
thirty-second Reformation Rally
in Sydney,
; Counsellor Training for the
Evangelistic Crusades began with
the arrival in Australia of Mr
Bob Glockner, a Billy Graham
team member.

Federal Council of C.M.S. met
in Victoria to plan the Society’s
work for the next year.
OVERSEAS:

Anglo-Catholics in U.S.A.
published a 6,000-word “Catholic
Manifesto on Unity.”

SEPTEMBER
AT HOME:
This month saw the opening
of the Archdall Wing -of

Deaconess House (Sydney).

Mr Thomas Holt, a well-
known layman of Sydney
Diocese, died at the age of 83.
He was a Foundation Member
and Treasurer of B.C.A.

With the acceptance of the new
Constitution of the Church of
England by Adelaide Diocese all
twenty-five dioceses had now
agreed to it.

OVERSEAS:
The new Archbishop ‘of York
was enthroned.

OCTOBER
AT HOME:

The CEN.EF. Board of
Management announced the pur-
chase of a property near St.
Andrew’s Cathedral for establish-
ing a new C.E.N.E.F. Centre.

Archdeacon G. Pearson was
appointed Secretary of C.M.S.’s
Regional Committee for Abori-
gines. :
Twenty-eight archbishops and
bishops meeting in annual con-
ference, set May 8, 1962, ag the
date for the first Synod under the
new Constitution.

Many diocesan Synods were
held during October. State Aid
to Denominational Schools was
an important topic at Sydney
Synod.

The 1961 Evangelistic Crusade
commenced at Sydney Stadium.
11,000 people heard the
missioner, the Reverend Leighton
Ford, address the opening meet-

ing.

Archdeacon G. T. Sambell,
Archdeacon of Melbourne, was
appointed second Bishop-Coadju-
tor of the Diocese.
OVERSEAS:

The General Convention of the
Protestant Episcopal Church was
held in U.S.A.

The first African bishop of the
Church of England in South
Africa was consecrated.

NOVEMBER
AT HOME:

At the age of 84, Archdeacon
T. C. Hammond died in Sydney.
One-time principal of Moore
College, scholar and writer, the
Archdeacon died at St. Philip’s
Rectory, Church Hill.

The 1961 Sydney Crusade con-
cluded with a total attendance of
97,000. Nearly 3,000 inquirers
were dealt with,

The Primate left for the
W.C.C. conferences in Delhi.

Bishop Langford-Smith arrived
in Sydney for furlough and a
tour of Australia under the
auspices of C.M.S.
OVERSEAS:

32 theologians issued an Open
Letter on Intercommunion to the
Archbishops of Canterbury and
York.

The third assembly of
the World Council of Churches
met in Delhi,

DECEMBER
A HOME:

The Victorian Crusades con-
ducted by the Reverend Leighton
Ford concluded. The Tasmanian
Crusades conducted by the Rev-
erend Joe Blinco also concluded.

Archdeacon T. W. Thomas was
appointed as full-time Dean of

A month-by-month
summary of events
in the life

of the Church

St. Paul's Cathedral, Melbourne.
He succeeds the part-time Dean,
Dr S. Barton Babbage, who filled
the office with great distinction.

OVERSEAS:

The Russian Orthodox Church
was admitted to membership of
the World Council of Churches.

Unexpectedly wide support was
shown for the Open Letter in
an English pol!.

CONCLUSION:

1961 is significant for the
marked increase seen in student
enrolments in Evangelical train-
ing centres—Moore College and
Deaconess House in Sydney and
Ridley College in Melbourne.
The planned Training Centre for
C.M.S, candidates in Melbourne
will contribute further to this
trend.

For Evangelicals, as for all
sections of the Australian
Church, 1961 is significant as
being the last year under the old
Constitution, Evangelicals have
been sharply divided in their
opinions on the new Consti-
tution. All, however, will now
have to learn to live with it,
whatever their opinions. May,
1962, will ske the first General
Synod under the new Constitu-
tion.

1961 has seen the passing of
two great Evangelical leaders—
Bishop C. V. Pilcher and Arch-
deacon T. C. Hammond. The
passing of these men of God,
along with Bishop Hilliard and
Archdeacon Denman in 1960,
challenges the younger men who
remain to be men of God—such
as they have been—filled with
faith and  unshakable in
conviction.
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Effect of the
Open Letter . . .

Notes and

Is it a mere coincidence that
the open letter of the 32 Anglican
theologians on intercommunion
has been followed at the World
Council of Churches Assembly
at Delhi by an open Anglican
celebration of Holy Communion?
(“Open” means open to all
Christians at the Assembly.)
Open communions are not new
to the Church of England, but
this is the first time one has
been held as a central act at a
World Council of Churches
Assembly.

If Anglicans can welcome non-
Anglicans to “their” Communion
services, there seems to be no
adequate reason why they should
not in turn officially through
their representatives at this As-
sembly accept the hospitality of
other Churches and attend “their”
Communion services. (Actually,
any true Holy Communion ser-
vice is Christ's and not any
man's; it is the Lord’s Supper
at the Lord's Table.)

Many  Anglicans already
attend other Churches’ Com-
muaion services when prevented
by distance or some other good
reason from attending their own,
and in doing so, they are follow-
ing a long-standing tradition

Oumeits

going back to the Reformation
and embracing High Churchmen
as well as Evangelicals. If, as the
open letter claims, “our Lord
conveys through these (i.e., non-
Episcopal) ministries, the same
grace of the Word and the Sacra-
ments as He bestows through”
our own ministry, there is no
reason why our basic Christian
unity and our desire that it should
increase should not be expressed
in this way.

One thing is clear, Nothing
is to be gained by letting the
historic pre-Tractarian Anglican
tradition in this matter go by
default.  Evangelical Church
people have a duty to maintain
and make public what they con-
scientiously believe to be true.
Already, the open letter has
apparently borne fruit.

“Uncovenanted

Mercies” . .

The writers of the open letter
maintain that Christ conveys the
same grace through non-episcopai
as episcopal ministries not as an
act of uncovenanted mercy but
because they are real and effi-
cacious ministries within the body
of Christ.

The phrase ‘“uncovenanted
mercies” is used by Anglo-Catho-
lics and others to explain away
the obvious fact that God blesses
non-episcopal Churches no less
than episcopal churches. The ar-
gument is that while men are
bound by God's commands
(in this case the alleged com-
mand to adhere to an episcopal
ministry), He Himself is not. He
can act as He wills and bless
those who disobuy Him if He
chooses to do so.

The argument only needs to
be stated for its weakness to be
evident. It makes out God to be
like the foolish teacher or parent
who makes threats without any
real intention of fulfilling them,
but only to bluff his charges into
obedience, It is basic to the fact
of divine revelation that God

Boy Vicars

It is reported from Melbourne
that for the tenth successive year
the choir of an Anglican church
has elected a boy vicar from its
number to conduct the services
for one Sunday. This is done
in pursuance of the medieval
custom of electing a boy bishop,

If one sat down and gave sev-
eral hours’ concentrated thought
to the matter, it would be hard
to hit op any practice more likely
to confirm the average Austra-
lian in his fixed belief that relig-
iom is just an antiquarian game
with not the remotest connection
with real life in 1961. The
Church is entrusted with the
Gospel; it is our duty to show

*

should act as He has said He will,
to deny this makes Him a liar.
There is no such thing as an un-
covenanted mercy; all God's
mercies are covenanted.

As is so often the case, this
ridiculous theory is the result of
posing a pseudo-problem based
on false assumptions, The ques-
tion is not how God can ble's
people who has disobeyed His
command to adhere to the his-
toric episcopate, for, in fact
there is no such command. The
case is similar to King Charles
I's  question to the Royal
Society why a dead fish weighs
more (or was ii less?) than a live
one, The learned savants spent
some time in earnest thought and
speculation before one of them
discovered that they both weigh
exactly the same.

There is no question of a di-
vine command to accept episco-
pacy, The undeniable fact that
God-blesses non-episcopal minis-
tries as He does our own is an
undeniable and sufficient proof
that non-episcopal Churches are
true parts of His body.

* o L J

people that it is a serious matter
demanding an urgent decision.
How can we do this if we obvi-
ously do not take it seriously
ourselves?

Or': might have thought that
the revival of long-dead medieval
customs had already gone quite
far enough with blessing ploughs,
fishing boats, pets, and motor-
cycles. Next thing some incum-
bent anxious to increase his con-
gregations or get his name in
the paper will be appointing a
lord of misrule to hold an or
in his church, complete wi
mead, wassail-bowls, and any
other miscellaneous gadaookery
he can think of.

Graham, aged 11,

Bishop Loane warmly com-
mended the parishioners of St.
Barnabas', East Roseville, for
their vision and enthusiasm in
providing two furnished flats
]for Anglican migrant fami-
1€8.

. He was speaking at the ser-
vice dedication at the home in
No. 3 Darling Street, Chats-
wood, which had been pur-
chased by the parish in their

I MIGRANT ACCOMMODATION AT EAST ROSEVILLE

@ Bishop and Mrs, Loane, together with the Rector of St. Barnbas’,
East Roseville, the Rev, Campbell Begbie,

talking at afternoon tea with
Mr and Mrs Clive Hodg

son and their two sons, Micheal, aged 18, and

“Bring Out An Anglican”
Campaign.
Through the efforts of

voluntary labour of the Men's
Society, the house had been
converted into two modern
furnished units and many
parishioners and well known
public figures were present to
welcome the first two fami-
lies. They were Mr and Mrs
Robert Smith and their four

!children, Sarah, Penelope,
Jeremy and Simon, and M
and Mrs Clive H/.dgson and
their two sons, Michael and
Graham,

The others present included
Mr H. B. Turner, M.H.R,, and
Mrs Turner; Mr G. W.
Brain, M.L.A, and Mre
Brain, and the Mayor of Wil-
loughby, Alderman L. F. Me-
Ginty and Mrs McGinty .

SYDNEY: Forbes Street,

apply to The Hea

Sydney Chureh of England Grammar School for Girls

and Boarding Schools; Kindergarten to Leaving Certificate Homours.
Under a Council appointed by Synod, Founded 1895.
Darlinghurst

s MOSS VALE: Suttor Road, Moss Vale.

NORTH SYDNEY: “Redlands,” Military Road, Cremorne.
WOLLONGONG: “Gleniffer Brae,” Hillview Avense, Keiraville,
The school curriculum comprises thorough religious

teaching in acczidance with the principles of
The Church of England, with a sound general education under a
For full information dmistresg

thoroughly competent staff.
of the schuol desired,

See us when requiring

Induction Services, Parish Papers and all Classes of Church,
Commercial or General Printing.

William Andrews Printing Ce. Pty. Limited
96 MAY STREET, ST. PETERS

CONFIRMATION SERVICE

As approved by the Archbishop of Sydney

Price 3/- per dozen (postage extra)

Telephone 51-2119
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“The Nativity
Of Our Lord”

The popular name for the celebration of the birthday of

- Christ is now firmly fixed in our thinking — Christmas Day.
Originally , of course, this was an alternative title as will be
seen in the title above the Collect, Epistle and Gospel for
December 25. “The Navity of our Lord or the Birthday of
Christ commonly called Christmas Day.”

“The Nativity of our Lord”
is a very important title for it
reminds us again of the incarna-
tion when God became man and
lived among us in the person of
Jesus Christ, who was spoken of
by the angels to the shepherds in
the terms, “For unto you is born
this day in the city of David
a Saviour who is Christ the
Lord.” The name of Jesus and
the name of the day on which
He was born are of deepest
spiritual significance for on that
day God became man in order
that human beings might become

children of God,
The second title, “The Birth-

day of Christ,” is self-explanatory
and lays emphasis upon tre day
itself. We do not now know the
exact day of Christ’s birth. The
Gospels do not mention even the
year in which our Lord was born
and the few historical facts given
by St. Luke and St. Matthew,
whilst of very great importance,
do not establish the exact year
or day of the birth of Christ.
It has been said that the learned
Monk, Dionysius, who in the
sixth century endeavoured to cal-
culate the birth of Christ, made
a mistake in the calendar by
some five years. When it hag all

been said and done, this doesn’t
really matter, What does matter
is that Christ was born.

Today, there is a re-emphasis
in the community on Christmas
Day and much has been done
by the Crusade for Christian
Christmas in bringing before the
public the importance and real
significance of Christmas Day.
The issuing of a special stamp
also helps. Many of the fine
Christmas carols which have
been recorded cannot but help
to have an impression upon the
community,

The real importance of this

By Archdeacon
G. R. DELBRIDGE, Th. Schol.

day can be seen by a study of
the passages of Scripture appoint-
ed to be read. In the Communion
Service, the Epistle is from the

letter to the Hebrews, which
begins with the: magnificent
words, “God, who in sundry

times , . . spoke under the fathers
by the prophets . . . has spoken
to us by His Son.” The writer
of the Hebrews not only brings
out the fact that Jesus was born,
but indicates something of the
glory of His Person and the
importance of His ministry not
merely as a man or as God who
became man, but as Lord of All.

The Gospel passage is so fami.
liar that there is a danger of
neglecting it. It comes from
John’s Gospel chapter. 1. The
reading of this passage ought to
be preceded by the praying of
the Collect for the second Sunday
in Advent, “That we might read,
mark, learn and inwardly digest”
what God's Holy Spirit tells us
concerning the glory of the
Christ of Christmas,

The less familiar passages of
Scripture are those which are set
for Morning and Evening Prayer.
In Morning Prayer, the calendar

takes us to the reading of Isaiah
9, where God, through His Holy
Spirit, speaks, “Unto us a child
is born, Unto us a Son is given
and the government shall be
upon His shoulder and His name
shall be called Wonderful,
Counsellor, the Might God, the
Everlasting Father, the Prince of
Peace.”

The New Testament lesson is
the narrative by Luke of the
actual incarnation and of God’s
wonderful working. This cer-
tainly deserves study and medi-
tation,

It is true that most do not
attend Evening Prayer on Christ-
mas night, A private reading of
Isaiah 7 and 1 John 4, the even-
ing lessons will prove to be of
very great profit.

Christmas Day is a day of
great importance to the Christian
when with great humility, we
should thank God for the
supreme revelation of Himseélf in
the person of the Lord Jesus
Christ and a study of the sup-
posedly familiar passages will
greatly enrich the soul and
heighten our witness for God in
a world of darkness and despair,

PRESBYTERIAN

COMPETITION

The Presbyterian Church in New South Wales is
conducting a Hymn Competition among poets and
musicians. The winning entry will be presented by a
massed choir in the Sydney Town Hall at the Assembly
Demonstration on Friday night, 18th May, 1961,

Conditions of eniry:—
DATE: All entries must be in the
hands eof the Rev. Norman Monsen,

Hon, 3
Committee, Box 100, G.P.O., Sydney,
not March 31, and
marked “Hymn Competition.”
COMPETITORS: All entries must be
by_a resident or residents of Australia.
t The hymn must be sub-
stantially of the theme —“God in

Creation, Providence and Redemption.” | pe

LEN t The hymn must be of a
length normally rsgarded as suitable for
congregational singing.

The words and m

(one person) or as a collaborative work
(more than one person),

OWNERSHIP: The winning entries to
become the property of the Presbyterian
Church in New South Wales.

PRI : There will be a first prize
of 50 guineas and a second prize of
25 i it being d d tha
should the judges consider that no
entrics are up to standard, there will be
no_award or awards made,

t The prize-winners _will
Assem| Dem-

announced at the
onsiration, Friday, May 18, 1962,
JUDGES: panel of three judges
will participate, representing the interests
of writers, musicians and theologians,

EXECUTION: usic
must be submitted together as a single A : In  sub-
eatry. This can be an vidual effort | mitting their entries, all gompedlon
and agree to

DOCTORS-NURSES needed urionﬂy for
Cheistian hospltal work.
information from
Organising Missioner

BUSH CHURCH AID SOCIETY

8.C.A. House, 135 Bathurst Street,
Sydney. Tel. BM3164.

276 Collins Street, Melbourne
Tel. MF8962

Sydney Missionary and
Bible College

41 Badminten Roed, Creyden, NS.W.
Principal: Rev. J. T, H. Kerr, B.A.

Vice-Principal: Rev. Arthur Deane,
B.A.,

se the

abide therewith,
NOTE.—All entries must elearly state
the name and address of the competitor.

VISIT BY
AFRICAN BISHOP

The Right Reverend Festo
Olang, first Bishop of the
Diocese of Maseno, in Kenya,
will visit Australia for a six-
mouth tour begiming in Syd-
ney on December 24,

Bishop Olang will visit all
States to address C.M.S.
Summer Schools, student con-
ferences, CM.S. rallies and
Church groups, and will be
accompanied by the Reverend
Gershom Nyaronga,
Tanganyika.

His first engagement after
his arrival in Austizlia is as
speaker at the Belgrave
Heights Convention in Iate
December in Melbourne. Fol-
lowing this, he will be a
speaker at the C.M.S. Summer
School in Katoomba, N.S.W.

Other meetings include the
N.S.W. Branch of the Soclety’s
W"' Convention in the
Sydney Town Hall from A
13-16, 1962, where together
with

a series of aftermoom and even-
ing meetings.

CHRISTIAN
CHRISTMAS

The Crusade for a Christian
Christmas Program for 1961
was officially opened by the
Lord Mayor of Sydney eon
Decem' ::rrwe:ls The Opening
was fol by singing from
the balcony of the Sydney
Town Hall by the choir of St.
l‘:::lry'g Roman Catholic Cathe-

Special functions, including
tableaus and carol singing, have
been held in various N.S.W.
Centres since early in
December. On December 21 a
Centra] Program is being held in
Hyde Park,jdney. A tableau,
“Emmanuel—God with us” is
being presented, together with
carol singing.

During the week before Christ-
mas various choirs are singing
carols from the Town Hall bal-
cony during the lunch-hour. On
Friday the Sydney Diocesan
Youth Choir is singing and in
the evening of the same day the
Latvian Choir.

10,000 window posters and
25,000 car stickers have been
distributed throughout the State.

MISSIONARIES in Ceylon
are affected by a new tax law
whereby all non-national resi-
dents holding ‘temporary resi-
dence permits are to pay 400
rupees (U.S. 84 dollars) per year.
The law was made retroactive to
1960, thus making two payments
due this current year, Families
are issued two visas, necessitating
an expense of 168 dollars a
year. When it was observed that
a large number of alien Buddhist
monks residing in Ceylon would
have to pay the tax also, poli-
tical pressure was brought to
bear to exempt them from pay-
ment. However, immigration
authorities realised that to ex-
empt one group of foreign re-
ligious workers and to tax the
rest, would be highly discrimina-
tory. High level ~ conferences
have been in progress, and mis-
sionaries and their embassy re-
preseatatives are closely watch-

ing the outcome.

CHURCH FURNITURE
Designs and Estimates available on request
Seasoned Timbers in Stock
ERNEST MILLS & SONS, PTY. LTD.
108 HARRINGTON STREET, SYDNEY — BU1849

Carpentry,
Renovating.
Painting,
Flooring,

Alterations, Additicns, Repairs & Maintenance
ALL BUILDING WORK

Roofing All types.
Pest Extermination.

Damp Course Renewed
M. McCUE — Phone: 781232

Concreting
Underpinning.

Coverage . . .. .,

Writers .. .. ..
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* Featuring the World’s Outstanding Evangelical
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An interdenominational per for all Christian
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for  ehildeen; "Book ‘réviewss D reading, etc 16 Pases.
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ick Conventi
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Morgan
117-119 Burwood Road,

A weekly review of Evangelical thought and action.
Annual Subscription £2/2/0 POST FREE,

“THE LIFE OF FAITH”

3 the teachings
s e g O W B
reports of Chrmf:.nc work throu1hwt the world.
glbd‘.?c‘h 01"%“ ucted b‘?‘ﬂlﬂlll lAel:aun
il readsble form, =
Annuol Subscription £2/2/0 POST PFREE.
= — £3/17/6 — SAVE 6/6.
¥ 3 van - Es RS - &I .
Free Sample Coples Sent on Application
Special Centenary Edition of “The Christian™
SENT FRER to all subacribers.

Subscriptions and Inquiries:
S. JOHN BACON PUBLISHING COMPANY PTY. LTD.
(Marshall, ited)

VICTORIA

around of the
ing

B0 vaoes o By

— SAVE 16/

& Scott Lim
Burwood, B.13

The Australian Church Record, December 21, 1961—Page 7




tion.” Rev. Keith Sandars.

630 pam., ABQ 2, Brisbane: “Operation AUCA.” Tom Fleming.
10.30 p.m., ABQ 2, Brisbane: “Brother Juniper's Christmas.”
5.15 p.m., ABS 2, Adelaide: “Sunday Special®—“The Annuncia-

tion.” Rev. Keith Sandars.

6.30 pm., ABS 2, Adelaide: “Glad Tidings.” Commissioner
rederick Coutts and Salvation Army Territorial Singers,

1030 p.m., ABS 2, Adelaide: “And Love Came Down At

Christmas.”

5.15 pm., ABW 2, Perth: “Sunday Special”—*“The Annuncia-

tion.” Rev. Keith Sandars,

mas.”

Weeks,
News.” Clive Smith,
Jones, and Cecilian Singers,

Charles Williams.

Chuch, Melbourne.

D, M. Hinbury.

City Congregational Church,

Next-door Neighbour.”

Methodist Church, Adelaide,

Men.” Clive Smith,

Cathedral, Hobart,

CHRISTMAS TV
PROGRAMMES

SUNDAY, 24th DECEMBER

5.15 p.m., ABN 2, Sydney: “Sunday Special”—"“Service With a
mile"—Rev. Eric Derbyshire,

6.30 p.m., ABN 2, Sydney: “In the Fullness of Time”—Rt, Rev.,
Alan Watson and Westminster Madrigal Singers.

10.30 p.m., ABN 2, Sydney: “Brother Juniper’s Christmas.”

5.15 p.m., ABV 2, Melbourne: “Sunday Special”—“The Annun-
ciation.” Rev. Keith Sandars.

6.30 p.m., ABV 2, Melbourne: “God Rest You Merry.”
10.30 p.m., ABV 2, Melbourne: “Brother Juniper’s Christmas.”
5.15 p.m., ABQ 2, Brisbane: “Sunday Special’—“The Annuncia-

6.30 p.m., ABW 2, Perth: “Glad Tidings.” Commisisoner Fred-
erick Coutts and Salvation Army Territorial Singers.

10.20 p.m., ABW 2, Perth; “And Love Came Down At Christ-

11.00 a.m., ABT 2, Hobart: “Divine Service” from Auburn

Methodist Church, Melbourne. Preacher: Rev. Stanley

5.15 p.m., ABT 2, Hobart: “Sunday Special’—“Behind the
6.30 p.m., ABT 2, Hobart: “Away In a Manger"—Fr. Genesius

10.30 p.m., ABT 2, Hobart: “The House By The Stable,” by

MONDAY, 25th DECEMBER—CHRISTMAS DAY
11.00 am.,, ABN 2, Sydney: “Divine Service” from Scots

%4.45 p.m,, ABN 2, Sydney: “The Nativity of Jesus Christ.”
6.30 p.m., ABN 2, Sydney: “Christmas Through Asian Eyes.
10.30 pan,, ABN 2, Sydney: “The Advent.”

11.00 a.m,, ABV 2, Melbourre: “Divine Service” from Scots
Church, Melbourne, Preacher:

4.45 p.m., ABV 2, Melbourne: “The Nativity of Jesus Christ.”
6.30 pm., ABV 2, Melbourne: “Christmas Through Asian
Eyes.”

10.30 p.m., ABV 2, Melbourne: “Christmas at the Abbey.”
11.00 am., ABQ 2, Brishane: “Divine Service” from Brisbane

4.45 p.m., ABQ 2, Brishane: “Sunday Special”—*“Know Your

6.30 pan.,, ABQ 2, Brisbane: “In the Fullness of Time." Rt,
Rev. Alan Watson and Westminster Madrigal Singers.

10.30 pan., ABQ 2, Brisbane: “Christmas at the Abbey.”
11.00 a.m., ABS 2, Adelaide: “Divine Service” from Pirie Street

445 pam, ABS 2, Adelalde: “Sunday Special”’—*“The Wise

6.30 p.m., ABS 2, Adelaide: “Christmas Through Asian Eyes.”
10.30 p.m., ABS 2, Adelaide: “Star of Bethlehem.”

11,00 am,, ABW 2, Perth: “Divine Service
Church, Perth. Preacher: Rev. Ralph Sutt

4.45 pm., ABW 2, Perth: “The Wise Men.” Clive Smith.

6.30 p.m., ABW 2, Perth: “In the Fullness of Time.” Rt. Rey.
Alan Watson and Westminster Madrigal Singers,

10.30 pm,, ABW 2 Perth: “Here We Come Awassailing.”
11.00 a.m., ABT 2, Hobart: “Divine Service”

" from Wesley

from St. Mary's

4.45 p.m.,, ABT 2, Hobarf: “The Wise Men.” Clive Smith.
6.15 p.m., ABT 2, Hobart: “Love Came Down At Christmas.”
10.30 p.m., ABT 2, Hobart: “Star of Bethlehem.,”

The 14th Annual Con-
ference of the Australian
Teachers’ Christian Fellow-
ship will be held at the
Morialta Protestant Child-
ren’s Home, Adelaide, from
January 9th to 17th, 1962.
Last year over 60 teachers
from all mainland States
and all branches of the
teaching services gathered
in Toowoomba, Queensland,
for this refreshing time of
instruction and discussion,

The Conference will feature a
series of evening addresses on the
subject: “Christian Education and
South-East Asia Today.” These
addresses will outline something
of the problems and the poten-
tial that South-East Asia pre-
sents to the Christian educa-
tionalist and wil} be open to the
public. The speakers on this
theme will include: Mr C, Stacey
Woods, widely travelled General
Secretary of the International
Fellowship of Evangelical
Students; Rev, Stan Skillicorn,
a CM.S. missionary who works
amongst students in Hyderabad

will be with us just prior to his

return to India, Rev, Stan Kurrle,
A.T.CF. President for 1961 and
Headmaster of Caulfield Gram-
mar School, Melbourne, will be
speaking as one who has just re-
turned from an extensive tour of
South-East Asia,

Discussion groups on the sub-
ject “A Christian Approach to
Discipline will be in the hands
of Dr H. J, Fallding who is a
Senior Lecturer in Sociology, at
the University of New South
Wales, This is a problem which
is of widespread concern to
young teachers and it is expected
that the discussions will shed
some light on how the Christian
should tackle the matter,

A series of Bible studies in St.
John's Gospel will be led by Rev.
Neville Andersen of the Baptist
Theological College, Sydney.
This Conference is expected fo
attract wide interest amongst
teachers and should prove a sig-
nificant beginning to 1962 activi-
ties.

The Teachers Christian Fel-
lowship numbers over 1,500
members thrcughout Australia.
The aims of the Fellowship are
to promote the spiritual life and
growth of members through
study and evangelism and to
encourage the application of

Cranmer Society in

Before suggesting certain
possible improvements, Dr

Hughes set out a “charter for
all Prayer Book reform” and

the principles of those who
drew up the original books in
1549 and 1552.

They were scripturalness;
preservation of the food from
the past; rejection of the
false, corrupt or superstitious;
reforming what was deformed
but essentially good; simpli-
city; intelligibility in worship
and orderliness in worship.

The 1662 revision had not
been radical, but had simply
modernised language, given
better directions to those offi-
ciating, and added an adult
baptism service and prayers
for certain special occasions.

We needed to modernise
our language in such phrases
as  “godly matron” and
“ghostly counsel” We might
shorten the services by remov-
ing tautologies and doublets.
These had originally been in-
tended to hold up the move-
ment of the services to allow
an illiterate congregation to
catch up.

Dr Hughes suggested several

he culled its seven points from Th

Dr Hughes on Prayer Book
Revision
In principle No, in minor matters
Yes, was the answer given to the question,

“Do we need a new Prayer Book ?*’ by Dr
P.E. Hughes. He was addressing the

Cambridge.

revisions connected with baptism,
and felt that with adult candi.
dates baptism and confirmation
should be combined into one
service followed by communion,
€ covenant could be more
stressed in the infant baptism
service, and indiscriminate bap-
tism should be abandoned,

Baptism

Godparents might follow suit
for today they were all too often
chosen for the presents they
might give. The home was the
real unit of the covenant, and
parents should be the godparents.

Four other suggestions were
advanced. First, the symbolism
of the Communion was much
better preserved by using one
loaf; wafers only destroyed an
important part of the meaning,
Second, adoption of westward
position with a freestanding table
away from the wall could be a
common meeting point for
various groups on the Com-
munion service. Third, contro-
versy over saints’ days might be
avoided if we all agreed to stick
to biblical persons only, Fourth,
optional extempore prayers dur-
ing Morning and Evening Prayer
migh bring us closer to the Free
Churches, and help make the
Prayer Book once again a focal
point of unity in church and

nation.
—C.E.N.

TEACHERS’ CONFERENCE

Christizn principles within the
field of education. Bible studies,
lectures and discussions are all
features of the Fellowship’s pro-
gram,

The AT.C.F. is making a sig-
nificant contribution to educa-
tional thought by the publication
of the Journal of Christian
Education. The Editor is Dr
Anna Hogg who is Senior Lec-
turer in Education at Sydney
Teachers’ College, Published as 3
Christian  contribution to the
study and practice of education
the journal has won an audience
quite beyond the reach of normal
Christian witness, Reports tell of
Inspectors and other senior
officials commending the journal
to teachers and students under
their control, Members of the
Fellowship, too, testify to its
value as they seek to live out
their faith in the school situa-
tion,

Churches
participate in
Open
Communion

At the invitation of
the Church of India,
Pakistan, Burma and
Ceylon, delegates at-
tending the - World
Council of Churches
Assembly in  Delhi
attended an Anglican
Communion Service,

The invitation was extend-
ed to all baptised communi-
cants of the churches present.
In all, some 1,500 persons
communicated at the service.
Members of the Orthodox
Churches and sections of the
'Lutheran Church did not join
in,

The Anglican Bishop of Delhi,
Bishop Frederick Willis, the
Metropolitan of the Church of
India, Pakistan and Burma and
Ceylon, the Archbishop of Can-
terbury and many other church
leaders took part in the service.

Thirty archbishops, bishops
and priests administered the
Communion to those present.
One of these was the Archbishop
of Melbourne, Dr Woods.

POSITIONS VACANT

MATRON — HOUSEHOLD
ADMINISTRATOR,

Applications are invited from Chris-
tion women for appointment as Matron
and  Houschold Administrator in a
Church of England theological college
of 120 students. The Matron is dir-
ectly responsible to the Principal and
is responsible for all the domestic side
of the college, including the appoint-
ment and supervision of the kitchen and
household staff, drawing up menus and
the ordering of supplies, The post is
one for 4 woman of capability and in-
itiative.  Applications in writing to the
Principal, Moore Theological College,
Newtown,

For free, friendly
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Tours Ltd.. of London. At no extra cost,
handle all your travel requirements.

CULWULLA CHAMBERS, 67 CASTLEREAGH STREET. SYDNEY.

and courteous advice on travel

anywhere, consult

MITCHELL’S INTERNATIONAL TOURS

Accredited .agents for all major Airlines and Shipping Companies, General Agentg for Frames'
» our International experts will promptly and efficiently

Phone BW1329,

The Editor welcomes letters
on general, topical or contro-
versial matters’ They should be
typewritten and double spaced.
For reasons of space, the Editor
may omit portions of some let-
ters. Preference is given to
signed correspondence, though
in certain cases, a nom de
plume will be acceptable.

Promotion schemes
Dear Sir,

I was pleased to note in your
last issue that some of the breth-
ren in Sydney are still concerned
about the Scriptural validity of
the Promotion scheme, I was
amazed to read the unfortunate
language used by the Director
of Promotion and perhaps his
letter indicates the main cause
for opposition to the scheme—-
a failure to relate it to Biblical
principles,

It is not without significance
that supporters of the scheme
rarely bring us face to face with
its supposed Scriptural founda-
tion, while those who oppose it,
whatever the validity of their
arguments, do at least turn us
to the Bible.

The Director tells us that Pro-
motion gives the opportunity to
develop a new form of evange-
lism, precisely suited to the needs
of the age in which we live, and
goes on to tell us that the lan-
guage of religion is not generally
understood. I would like to
know when the language of sav-
ing religion ever was generally
understood by the natural man.
Has the preaching of the Cruci-
fied ever been anything but fool-
ishness to Greeks and a stumb-
ling-block to Jews?

The Director, however, in-
forms us that through full-orbed
promotion activity, we can give
the millions outside the church
God's eternal truth in a language
they can understand,

The Director is, of course, re-
minding us of the so-called prob-
lem of communication and Pro-
motion is apparently going to en-
able us to “begin to spell out
to attentive ears the first syl-
lables of the language of religious
life, leading prayerfully to our
clear objective of fearless presen-
tation of the undiminished Gos-
pel of Christ to the world.”

The Director is evidently at
variance with the early church
which was clearly taught that
the natural man receiveth not
the things of God, not because
he is unfamiliar with them, but
because they are spiritually dis-
cerned. Furthermore, the paving
the way for the Gospel by spell-
ing out the first syllables of the
language of religious life sounds
foreign to the language of Paul,
who determined to know noth-
ing but Christ and Him cruci-
fied.

A

The old liberal view of Chris-
tianity, which is evidently with
us still, treated the cardinal
truths of the faith with kid
gloves and regarded man as
merely uneducated and a little
backward morally and spiritually.
Such a view is another Gospel,
which rightly deserves Paul’s
anathema.

We need a retorn to the
preaching of our fathers and of

the Apostles, with emphasis on
the holiness of God and His
hatred of sin; His mercy and
justice met together in the Cru-
cified; the exaltation of Christ;
the outpouring of the Spirit who
alone can bring man who “is
very far gone from original
righteousness, and is of his own
nature inclined te evil . . . and
whose works done before the
grace of Christ and the inspira-
tion of His Spirit are not pleas-
ant to God,” to a place of peace
with God,

All this talk of new methods
and new ways of preparing
people to understand the truth
iIs so much evasion of the real
need. Our problem is not com-
munication bui spiritual dearth
or dearth of the Spirit.

We are a backsliding people
who have failed to proclaim the
WHOLE counsel of God and
to apply the principles of Godly
discipline enshrined in the Bible
and our Liturgy.

Doubtless there will be those
who heartily disagree with me
but I appeal to them to base
whatever arguments and advice
they have to offer on the Scrip-
tures, that we may have com-
mon ground for discussion, We
are fed up to the teeth with the

opinions are worldly wisdom of[

men, Let us hear what God has
to say through His Word.

Yours sincerely in the Lord,

Bryan Hardman,
Selwyn College,
Cambridge.

Intercommunion problems
Dear Sir,

I would like to bring to the
attention of your readers some
thoughts arising from my reading
of the article, “Intercommunion
Problem Obscured” (A.C.R. Nov.
9). They relate to Rev. D, Rob-
inson’s concluding suggestions,
in which he suggests that a per-
son’s denomination is not the
primary \qualification for his re-
ceiving Communion, but rather
his personal faith.

With regard to the first sug-
gestion, namely that clergy make
clear the spiritual qualifications
for receiving the Lord’s Supper,
I would like to suggest that the
Prayer Book Exhortation be read
more frequently than is the case.

My second point has reference
to the phrase, “ignoring denomi-
nation,” used in the third sug-
gestion. As one who has been
a communicant member of an-
other denomination, before join-
ing the Church of England (and
this no doubt influences my view-
point), and who has mixed free-
ly with “believers” from other
denominations, may I say that
the Church of England is widely
and frequently criticised for the
exclusive nature of its Com-
munion service.

It is not unusual, particularly
in the Sydney Diocese (for num-
erous reasons) for members of
other denominations to visit
Anglican churches, and such
visits, if occasional and from
the right motives, lead in my
opinion to a greater appreciation
of our “oneness in Christ.” Sev-
eral clergy, I know, do issue in-
vitations to visiting members of
other “churches” to take part in
the service when held at the con-
clusion of Morning or Evening
Prayer and probably few, if any,
would actually refuse, but that
is not my point.

To me, it seems that we should
take a slightly more positive atti-
tude. If more clergy issued such
an invitation (it need only be
occasionally), laymen in the
Church would not only be saved

 that advertising program and sold

needless embarrassment, but
would be able to assure Christian
friends of a welcome to the
Lord’s Table. We all like to re-
turn hospitality, then surely we
ought to be able to extend an
equally warm welcome to those
who welcome us, and such wel-
come invitations are given in
many other “churches.”

I trust this letter may provoke
some further thoughts, opinions
and suggestions on the matter,
If we remember the rule, “In

things essential . .°. unity; in
non-essentials . liberty; in
all things . . . charity,” we may

learn much from frank discus-
sion in your columns, and in-
deed, in the practice of our faith,

Yours sincerely,

(Miss) A, J. Thompson.
Summer Hill, N.S.W.

New English Bible
Dear Sir,

I find it hard to follow Mr H.
R. Smith’s letter re modern Bible
translations. Does he regret that
because “of careful advertising”
the New English Bible has had
record sales? We cashed in on

dozens of copies to people who
were not reading from their A.V.
Bibles, mainly because much of
the A.V. was not understand-
able.

It is true that for a long time
the A.V. has been the people’s
Bible. But must it b~ for ever?
The people who drew up the
Prayer Book didn’t think so. In
the Preface of 1662 there are
some reasons put forward as to
why the Prayer Book of 1662
replaced the previous one:
“Secondly for the more proper
expressing of some words or
phrases of ancient usage in terms
more suitable to the language of
the present times.

“Thirdly for a more perfect
rendering of such portions of the
Holy Scripture as are inserted
into the Liturgy, which in the
Epistles and Gospels especially,
and in sundry other places, are
now ordered to be read according
to the last translation. This
speaks for itself.”

Some time ago I had an ex-
perience that caused me to de-
part irom the A.V. for reading
in Church. I was speaking to a
group of teenagers from the
Dutch Reformed Church — all
of them being New Australians,
Having answered questions about
the Church of England, one ask-
ed, “Is the Church of England
reformed? Why then do you
read from a Bible that we can’t
understand?”

Mr Smith suggests “give a brief
commentary if the passage is dif-
ficult.” If one did this while
reading the FEpistle to the
Romans, one would need to
pause and give a o ary

out the system at points where

There is nothing in Scripture to

ed through faitk; and Cain was
told that if he did well, his sacri-
fice would also be accepted.
The strength of Buchanan's
book outweighs any of its weak-
nesses. It is a most able and
comprehensive treatment of the
doclrline. The book is divided
5 equally into two parts, the first
The Do_c!""_e being the history of the doctrine
of Justification in Scripture and in Church
By James Buchanan. Banner of | history, both before, at, and
Truth Trust. Pp. 528. Eng. price |Subsequent to the Reformation.
15/ The second part is an exposi-
tion of the doctrine itself. Though
the style is somewhat prolix, the
book is well worth reading, The
learning of the author is reflected
in the valuable notes that are

00k

The doctrine of justificaticn is
one of the cardinal doctrines of
the Bible which makes it all the
more surprising ;hat no bfull
scale treatment of the subject 8
has been written in Great Britain |3PPeNded at the end of the
in the 95 years since this book

volume,

was first published. Perhaps this —D. B. Knox.
fact is an index of how far theo- It
logical thought has meandered LOVE'S QUESTK,NS
from the centre. By John Pritchard. S. John

Buchanan was a member of | Pacon  Publishing Company.
the Free Church of Scotland and | Australian price, 6/6.
his treatment of the doctrine of | This is the thirteenth of the
justification is fully in keeping |“Bedside Series” of booklets. It
with the orthodox Reformed |is written by the Reverend John
tradition. This is the book’s Pritchard, lecturer at the New
strength as well as its weakness. | Zealand ~ Bible Institute, and
The standing temptation for a|makes a worthy addition to the

strong theological system such as | writings of the late Principal,

the Reformed is to be more pre- | john Deane.

cise than is Scripture, and to fill The booklet's title, “Love’s

the exegetical basis becomes very | Questions,” is not inappropriate
thin, making isolated texts carry |in the light of the sad circum-
more than is plainly asserted. In | stances of John Deane’s death,
this way, the proportion of Scrip-
ture is lost to sight. The booklet’s eleven chapters
An example is the assertion |POse for our thinking some of
which Buchanan makes with | Scripture’s  questions — “What
regard to the implications of the | seek ye?’ “Will ye also go
acceptance of Abel’s offering and away?” and “Sayest thou this of
the rejection in the case of Cain. thyself?” to mention but three.
assert that Abel's offering was| As we have come to expect
accepted because it was an|from these booklets the pages
animal sacrifice, rather the Scrip- |are enhanced with first-class
tural position is that Abel’s photographs. An inexpensive last-
sacrifice was accepted becauss | minute Christmas gift.
Abel himself was already accept- —R. B. Rooke

RONALD SHARP. TEL. 53-9552
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4 HEARNE ST.,
MORTDALE

MEMORIAL WINDOWS

John Ashwin & @,

Cest. 1870)
(“Van-Mar” Studios Inc.)

Artist in all types of stained
glass memorial windosws.
STUDIO AND WORKS:

12 BENAROON ROAD, LAKEMBA
SYDNEY. Phone: 75-6860

about every third tence

Why not encourage those who
bring Bibles to Church, School, |
etc., to bring the New English !
Bible? They will find most re- |
freshing much of the new trans- |
lation. For instance — Romans
6:23: “For the wages of sin is
death; but the gift of God is
eternal life through Jesus Christ
our Lord.” A.V.

“For sin pays a wage and the |
wage is death, but God gives
freely and His gift is eternal life,
in union with Christ Jesus our
Lord” N.E.B.

Yours Sincerely,
Kenneth C. Gilmore,
Ingleburn, (N.S.W.)

The ideal addition to parish bookstalls

TRINITY PUBLICATIONS
PRICE: 1/- each
Sermons and booklets published by the
Trinity Publishing Society, an outreach of
Holy Trinity Church, North Terrace,
Adelaide.,
Sermon titles include “The Shepherd Psalm,”
“The Lord’s Prayer,” “How to deal with
loneliness” and “How to deal with worry.”
Also: “How to become a Christian” (hooklet)

Send stamped, addrossed for free bookmark, avallsble, t
the Sydney”:leln . Raope for Darling Street, &-.Mﬂm 1.4é82,
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NEWS IN. BRIEF

METHODISTS and Anglicans took part in a united Com-
munion Service at St. James' Church, Rounds Green (Birmingham)
on November 30. The Communion Service used by the Church of
South India was used. The service was arranged with the full
approval and encouragement of*the l:ishop of Birmingham,

*

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTISTS are planning an intensive
evangelistic program in countries representing nearly 99 per cent
of the world's population. Leaders of the sect met recently in
Manila to plan the offensive, a departure from the former em-
phasis on medical and educational work.

* * *

A HEIRACHY comprising six archbishops and 19 suffragan
bishops has been established by the Roman Catholic Church in
Indonesia. One hundred years ago there were only three Roman
Catholic priests in the whole of Indonesia.

X x ¥

POLISH scientists who claim to be unbelievers are still prac-

tising Roman Catholics in many cases according to Polish Com-

munist magazine. More intensive indroctrination in atheistic
theories is urged by the magazine.
* *

CATTAI CREEK is the location of a property purchased by
Sydney's Home Mission Society as a site for a camp for Charlton
boys. The property was purchase;l from the parish of Pitt Town.

* *

“FOCUS ON MARRIAGE GUIDANCE?” is the title of an in-
formative publication of the Marriage Guidance Council (N.S.W.).
This 96 page booklet deals with many aspects of the work of the
Council and includes messages from leaders in the Government,
medical prefession and otlfr sec:ions of the community.

*

JANUARY 1 sees the commencement of the annual Con-
ference of the Church Army. The Conference, which runs to
January 5, will be conducted in the building of the Sydney Mis-
sionary and Bible College, Croyden.

WURLH‘ZER ORGANS

GIVE INSPIRING TONES
DURING HOURS OF REVERENCE

AT YOUR COMMAND
A FULL RANGE OF TRADITIONAL ORGAN VOICES

Many hundreds of magnifi- the harmonics of the greatest
cent fones and a vast organs. Their superb tome is
array . solo voices unaffected by climatic changes,
in ultra high fidelity . . . at will never go out of twne, nor
fingertip convenience. Mellow wear or deteriorate with age
flutes, reverent diapason, rich . . . truly, “Modern Music's
strings and brilliant reeds im- Richest Voice.”

an inspiring brilliance to This is not an amplified reed
;:::*p«fomm of church  organ, Wurlitzer discarded that
EXCLUSIVE WURLITZER  Privciple years ago.
REEDS — the only patural GUARANTEED FOR LIFE
muvical source in the entire —against defects in materials
electronics field. The patented or workmanship. Bach organ is
“reeds” inherently possess all perfect in every way,

TERMS ARRANGED TO SUIT YOUR CHURCH

42 YORK STREET,
SYDNEY. BX4381

TAIPEI,

Post.

Since the early part of June,
the Communists have cut feod
rations by one-third for those
Christians who are members of
the Baptist Church, Methodist
Church, and many other denomi-
nmations in north Kiangsu Red
authorities have warned that food
rationing may be further reduced,
the report added.

In the peoples’ communes in
Kiangsu, Christians in the farm
“production  brigades”  were
ordered to do more werk. As a
result, more Christians are dying.
Despite Communist persecution,
Christians on the mainland have
held their faith and have engaged
in religious activities in a clan-
destine manner.

When the Communist cadres
are pot around, the report said,
devout Christians working in the
rice fields can be seen praying.
During the night, they wake up
to pray in their beds. In a
Christian spirit, they help those

NNANNRNRRNNN S

Abbreviations used in

pines.

tion Service,

INTENSIFIED
PERSECUTION
OF RELIGION

FORMOSA
Communists have intensified their persecution of
religion on the China mainland by reducing food
rations of Christian believers and destroying
Buddhist temples and images, according to intelli-
gence reports received and published by the China

F.ENNS. — Far East News Service, Manila, Philip-

E.P.S. — Ecumenical Press Service, Geneva.
CEN. — Church of England Newspaper, England.
A.C.C. — Australian Council of Churches Informa-

(FENS)—The Chinese
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who are distressed, When they
work or walk without being
shadowed by Communists, they
recite Bible verses.

In Huayin Hsien, northern
Kiangsu last July, Communist
authorities massed some 3,000
Buddhist  believers in  the
“People’s Square.” Reports said
that the Reds collected more than
100 Buddhas and put them on
a long table.

Buddhists were ordered to
kneel in front of the table and
pray that the Buddhas might
bring rain and food within four

Reduced Charges!

FOR YOUR HOUSE PARTY
ETC.

(Mid Oct. to Mid Jan.)

"THE GRANGE" MT. VICTORIA

EXCELLENT CATERING
ACCOMMODATES 35 to 70

(Will consider smaller parties)

ENQUIRIES: SCR:PTURE UNION,
239 Elizabeth Street,
Sydney. 26-6161.

hours. When, after four hours,

nothing happened, the 3,000
Buddhists were ordered to spit

on the Buddhas and to destroy
and burn them. Those who
refused to do so were savagely
beaten. Finally, the Buddhist
worshippers were forced to sign
pledges renouncing their Buddhist
faith, the reports concluded.

this paper:—

BOOK-KEEPER

FEMALE, REQUIRED
by
THE MISSIONS TO SEAMEN
100 GEORGE STREET, SYDNEY.

Ring BU1134 for appointment
with Senior Chaplain

QSR

One thousand young people
representing all denominations
will be found up and down the
New South Wales coast during
the New Year holidays conduct-
ing Children’s Services on the
sand. These services are part of
the total Beach Mission program
of the Children's Special Service
Mission.

This year, there are 30 such
Missions, spreading over 750
miles of N.S.W. coast, extending
from Merimbula in the south to
Brunswick Heads in the north.
Schooiteachers, nurses, students,
office workers and many others
spend 10 days living under canvas
alongside other families who
return each year to the same
beach for their annual holidays.

Early in the week, all the
families are visited and the chil-
dren invited to the Beach Ser-
vices and Keenite classes.

The first task of the day is
the building of the Sand Pulpit,
which is decorated with paper
flowers. The meeting then begins
and soon dozens of children are
gathered round to sing and hear
the story, Some of the Team
members are specially trained to
work among teenagers and a
special program of sporting acti-
vitiee and barbecues is organised
for them.

The puwrpose of the Beach
Mission is to present the gospel
of Jesus Christ to all who will

listen, and though ‘the work is
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BEACH MISSIONS

mainly carried on among chil-
dren, the parents, too, are con-
tacted and invited to supper one
night to meet and talk with the
Team.

Camps. Children are also
reached by means of Camps and
this year about 1,100 children
will be absorbed into Inter-
School Camps.

Over the last few years, the
camping program has included
specialist Camps, and this
summer, schoel boys and girls
can choose from a Swordfish
Cruise, or a Sailing, Surfing,
Canoeing er Bushwalking Camp,
Camps of this kind, as well as
providing  opportunities  for
fellowship and leadership, are
also the evangelistic spearhead of
the  Imter-School Christian
Fellowship which helds weekly
meetings in 180 High schools

throughout the State.
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By the Reverend E. F. Bishop, former C.M.S.
missionary in Palestine and Principal of the Newman
School of Missions in Jerusalem. Mr Bishop is author
of the book, “Jesus of Palestine.”

Disfigurements of the Christmas Story

One December, some twenty years ago, when we lived in Jeru-
salem, a theological magazine arrived. In it there was a Christmas
sermon. Part of this was an imaginary conversation between an inn-
keeper in Bethlehem, the night of the Nativity of our Lord, and Joseph.
This was the first time we had met the figment of an “innkeeper”. St.

Luke has no mention

Since then, however, particu-
larly living in England, though
not exclusively, the family of
this innkeeper seems to have
grown with the mention of a
wife and children. At times there
have been three innkeepers, per-
haps to match the (supposedly)
three Maji or three shepherds.

It is strange how European
attitudes to life colour at times
the understanding or interpreta-
tion of some of the Oriental
pictures presented in the New
Testament, It has been therefore
with something akin to relief to
find that the panel of translators
in the New English Bible have
rendered the phrase in Luke 2:7
as “because there was no room
for them to lodge in the house.’
(Room, of course, means “space,”
not a room with four walls).

The N.E.B, seems to have
been the first to break away
(with the exception of Moffatt,
who wuses the Persian “khan”)
from the traditional rendering of
kataluma as “inn.” This Greek
noun derives from the verb used
by St. Luke when our Lord said
to Zacchaeus, “I must come and
stay: with you today” (Luke
19:5). The noun also occurs in
the account of the two disciples
preparing for the Last Supper,
where the N.E.B. renders it “the
room” both in Mark and Luke.
In this context there is no sug-
gestion of an “inn” providing
accommodation,

The Good Samaritun

This type of caravanserai is,
however, referred to by St. Luke
in his rehearsal of the story of
the dGood Samaritan. In this case
the benefactor of the victim'took
him “to an inn,” and next day
gave the “innkeeper” funds for
further expenses. The Greek
word here is pandokeion (with
the proprietor a pandokees). The
attack on the traveller took place
on ' a main road, where there
would normally be such
an “inn,” “khan” or “caravan-
serai” for travellers (whether or
not the traditional location for
the “Good Samaritan Inn” be
accepted). i

But Bethlehem was two miles
off the main road, where
in normal circumstances there
would be no need for an “inn”
in the usual sense of the term;
though it should be admitted that
kataluma was probubly the place
(anywhere) when the traveller
descended from his camel to
“stay.” Here it is interesting to
note that the current rendering
of the N.EB, is certainly nearer
to the two old Arabic versions
of 1591 and 1616, which trans-
late the phrase in identical word-
ing—“there was no spot for
them where they were staying.”
(The Arabic root, too, means
literally “get down.” Modern
Arabic versions use a noun from
the same root.)

of such a person,

It does seem that the “play”
made out of mistranslation has
been most serious in the inter-
pretation of a simple Palestinian
scene. The figment of the “Inn-
keeper” is a damaging interpola-
tion, which has no warranty of
Scripture; unless readers of the
Gospel narratives prefer to
reckon the Nativity Stories as in
the realm of the legendary rather
than the historical.

Western interpretations

The same verdict must be true
of the Nativity story in St. Luke.
If it is just a beautiful pastoral
tale, additions or improvements
may be made; but even if basic-
ally historical there should be
the utmost care taken against
interpolations or details which
either do not have foundation in
the text of the Gospel or are
due to Western rather than
Oriental interpretations,

Thus the Evangelist does not
suggest that the Holy Family
were denied entrance to the
house (whatever it was) the very
night that Jesus was born; for
he states quite distinctly that the
Lord’s mother “was pregnant, and
while they were there, the time
came for her child tn be born.”
This may well have been two or
three weeks. In any case the
expectant mother had the swad-
dling bands all ready (Luke 2:7).

Then there is the “manger”—
another word that has become
the foundation for all manner of
false deductions, The commonest
is the conclusion that a “manger”
necessarily connoted a “stable” as
in a well-known hymn for
children.

Not only is there no reference
o a “stable” in the Gospel scene,
but the word is absent from the
vocabulary of the entire Bible.
There is no Arabic word today,
in or out of Palestine; like Eng-
lish the word has been borrowed
from the old French with a Latin
origin; while in English it
is more usual to refer to the
building ‘as a ﬂlace for keeping
horses rather than cattle.

Possibly a prior . question
should be asked: Can it
be certain whether the “manger”
was immovable or one that could
be carried from place to place?
It was a trough for feeding
cattle. Almost certainly we can
posit it as generally made of
stones, if movable; though not
necessarily so, if fixed near the
entrance of a house, where
animals would be accommodated.
In some old houses today there
is a raised dais for the family.
(Animals were kept indoors at
night because of danger either
from robbers or wild animals,
“The ox knoweth his owner and
the ass his master’s crib.”)

Birth-place
Another factor to bear in mind
in any attempt to reconstruct the
scene is the statement of Justin

Martyr that our Lord was born

in a cave. It was not for nearly
300 years that Bethlehem has a
church in memory of the Nati-
vity, built by the Empress Helena
over the cave, in which the great
event was considered to have
taken place, It should be borne
in mind, too, that Palestine is a
country where whole hillsides are
honeycombed with caves. Some
buildings even start with being
caves and further masonry is
added on. This may well have
been the case with the kataluma.

Carpentry

The site of the Church of the
Incarnation built over the grotto
of the Nativity lends itself to
some theory of this kind. If,
however, the traditional going
back to Justin Martyr is not
thought reliable, we can think of
the kataluma as the Bethlehem
Guest House with a fixed
“manger.” But it does seem more
likely that the “manger” was a
movable trough, by no means un-
suitable as a cradle for the
swaddled Babe.

The “crib” of Isaiah and the
“manger” of St. Luke are the
same. It was in such as this that
“the Lord’s Messiah was laid.”
If it is impossible to be certain of
detail, we may at least decline
acceptance of the “stable” and
the “inn” as being unlikely be-
cause it is un-Palestinian, apart
from there being no specific ref-
erence to either in the Third
Gospel.

This research brings us back
to the figment of the “Innkeep-

er,” a more serious feature than

either the cult of the crib or the
myth of the “stable,” for it raises
moral questions as well.

“Innkeeper’’

It is not sound exegesis to
translat: kataluma and pandoke-
fon as it referring to the same
type of lodging house in the same
book, especially with such a care-
ful historian as St. Luke has been
proved to be.

Secondiy, there is no mention
of such a person as the “Inn-
keeper”; his supposed existence
is a false deduction from a mis-
translated word, supported by a
questionable interpretation of
the word “room.” Thirdly, it is
quite unthinkable that any Pales-
tinian, Hebrew in this case, could
have behaved as this imaginary
individual is suposed to have
done in all too many sermons
and talks.

In any case the suggestion that
the refusal to welcome the
couple, as if the birth was to
take place the very day of their
arrival (it would be fully four

The Australian

days from Nazaretn), cannot be
sustained in view of the Lukan
statement that “while they were
there the time came.”

The introduction of the “Inn-
keeper” and his supposed action
not only has no Scriptural war-
rant but is a travesty of human
relationships. The fact that in
later life our Lord “came unto
his own and his own received
him not” should never be allowed
to colour the simplicity of the
story in the Gospel.

Manager

Perhaps there is one other
mistake too often made¢, in dis-
cussion of the status of the Lord’s
parents, While it is true that St.
Paul refers- to Jesus as having
‘been rich and for human sake be-
coming poor, this should not be
taken to imply that the Holy
Family was either ‘“poverty-

stricken” or belonged to the de-
pressed classes. Is not this an
other Western approach? Joseph
would seem to have moved to
Nazareth for work — Bethlehem
masons were much in demand.
Masonry and carpentry were
honoured professions, whichever
it was that Joseph professed. It
is gross calumny on Palestine
when (more possibly in recent
years) it is glibly stated that our
Lord was “born like a refugee
on straw in a shed” or that
“Christ came into the world by
the stable door.”

Can poverty really be predi-
cated of a home in Nazareth
which rejoiced in the gift of four
boys and three girls to share it
with their Elder Brother? What
would St. Luke and St. Matthew
feel and think, if they could take
a look at the travesties of their
straightforward accounts of the
beginnings of Christianity?

rebuilt organ,

charm was too

WALKER

B Bosarnais
u-uz‘-—l

J. W. Waiker & Soms Lud.,

Only one word to deseribe it ‘MAGNIFICENT’

Says Mr Lindsay O'Neill, F.R.C.0., A.R.CM., organist
of St. John’s Church, Launceston, Tasmania.

“One of the finest toned organs in any
Australian Church or Cathedral.”

“Comparable in tone to any English cathedral.”

“First organ since York Minster to incorporate
new electric stop contro! mechanism.”

These are some of the Australian Press comments on this recently

Built originally by Charles Brindley, of Sheffield, in 1862, the
organ was rebuilt and enlarged in 1912 by Geoige Frederick
Hopkins (nephew of E. J. Hopkins, of City Temple fame), an
organ builder of considerable skill who had just then arrived
from England and had been appointed Organist and Choirmaster.
Some of the pipes were taken from much older organs and are
reputed to be over two hundred years old, Their mellow old-world
precious to be lost and they were sent to our
workshops at Ruislip for careful restoration and revoicing,

The organ now has three keyboards, 74 stops, 2,529 pipes and
a detached draw-stop console. It was dedicated by the g

Tasmania, the Right Reverend Dr G. F. Cranswick, on Sunday,
19th March, 1961, followed by an opening recital by Mr O'Neill.

ishop of

BOTABLISUSD 1600

ORGANS

Regisered Trode Mark

Bratntree Rd., Ruisiip, Middx., England
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CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING

Advertisements lodged for
insertion in these columns should
be prepaid. Rate: 4d per word,
minimum 3/-. Receipts will not
be forwarded unless specifi-
cally requested and such re-
quests should be accompanied
by a stamped and addressed
envelope.

FOR SALE

FOR Christmas presents give: Golf Clubs
65/, Bags 39/11, Balls 2/1114, Squash
Racquets 29/6, Hamilton Joyce and

0., Sth Floor, 147a King Street,
Sydney. BW7262, BW6136,
ENLARGING, Colour printing, hand
colouring and special work, Inquire:
Westminster Studio, 332 Darling Street,
Balmain, 82-4652,

FOR SALE: Flat top desk—5ft 6in x
3ft 6in, £10. Olivetti Studio Portable
Typewriter, £15. BU1134,

EXPERIENCING difficulty in disposing
of unwanted church furniture, etc? A

classified advertisement in the “Record”’
costs only a few shillings,

WANTED
SECOND - HAND THEOLOGICAL
BOOKS bousht, Quotes given, C.M.S,
Bookshov, 93 Bathurst Street, Sydney.

NAMES of people who are not already
“Record” subscribers, Send names of
interested friends and we will forward
specimen copies free of charge Edi-
torial and business office, 599 George
Street, Sydney,

LIVE-IN Companion, Light duties only,
Retired minister and wife, Waitara, For
Iurlheﬁr particulars ring Canon Begbie,
41-1453,

® GIPPSLAND

The Reverend N, W. Mec-
Donald has been appointed
Rural Dean of Toora. The
Reverend G. A. E. Turner has
been appointed Rector of
Trafalgar.

* * *

The Reverend L, S. Luck,
at  present Vicar of the
Parochial District of Nerrim
South, has resigned. Mr
Luck’s resignation takes effect
from February 12.

® SYDNEY

The Reverend P. J. Helyer
has left Sydney for England.
The Reverend Alan Laing,
from the Diocese of Nelson
(N.Z.) has been appointed
Rector of Engagine‘
*

The Reverend Walter
Spencer has been appointed
Diocesan Missioner in the
Diocese of Sydney. He will
take up his appointment in
1962,

* * *

The Rev. Richard Lamb,
B.D., Curate of St. John’s,
Parramatta, has been appoint-
ed Curate in Charge of the
new Provisional District of St.
Barnabas, Westmead, which
will commence on March 1,
next year.

The Reverend Graham
Beard, Th.L., Curate of St.
Stephen’s, Port Kembla from
1958, has been appointed
Curate in Charge of the new
Provisional District of Merry-
lands West. He will take up
llu's ;ppoimmem on February

62.

* * *

The Reverend Russell Fow-
ler, Th.L., Curate of St
Mark’s, Wollongong, from
1960, has been appointed Cu-
rate in Charge of the Provi-
sional Parish of St. Luke,
Miranda, following the Tesig-
nation of the Reverend J, F.
S. Campbell. He will take
up his new appointment on
February 1, 1962,

* * *

The Rev. Eric Bellingham,
ML.A., former missionary with
Church Missionary Society in
India, has been appointed
Curate in Charge of the Pro-
visional District of East Lind-
field, which will commence
on March 1, 1962. Mr Bel-
lingham was ordained in 1930
by the Bishop of Chelmsford
and served as Curate in the
Parish of West Ham in the
Diocese of Chelmsford prior
to becoming Curate of St.
John's, Gordon, Sydney, in
1933. He has been connected
with CM.S. since 1933. Mr
Bellingham has been Head-
master of St. George’s Gram-
mar School, Hyderabad
(India).

® NEWCASTLE

Canon E. R. Elder has re-
signed to take up the post of
Warden of the House of the
Epiphany, Stanmore (Syd-
ney). Mr Elder has been
Canon of St. John'’s Cathedral
since 1955.

* *

*

On December 16 the Rev-
erends K. N, Clark, J, X.
Jobson and J. H, West were
ordained priests and Messrs
L. Nyman, R. R. Hardy and
A. J. Robinson deacons,

*° * *

The Reverend C. Douglass
has been appointed Rector of
Toronto.

* *

*

Captain B. Sverdloff has
been appointed manager of
the Church Army’s War
Memorial Hostels for Appren-
tices in Newcastle.

¢ MELBOURNE

The Reverend B. Ashworth
was inducted into the parish
of St. James, Thornbury East,
on December 6,

® OVERSEAS

The Archbishop of Canter-
bury left Delhi on December
6 for an extensive program
of engagements in India, prior
to returning to London.

* * *

The Archbishop of York,
Dr Coggan, has been appoint-
ed President of the Church
Army, Dr Coggan was for
some time a member of the
Executive Board of the Eng-
lish society.

WANTED. for one gent, permanent
board in Christian home, Sydney, with
spacious garage or workshop. Alter-
natively, temporary board—bed and
breakfast, one month, LGW., 12
Serrell St., East Malvern, Victoria.

POSITIONS YACANT

VACANCIES on your staff may be filled
with an inexpensive advertisement in
the “Record,”

TO LET

“KILLARA” CHRISTIAN HOLIDAY
HOME,

Great Western Road, Lawson.

mlﬂhlm in Weckend House Parties.

t-class cooking, caterin "F to 35,
Recreatlon facilities.  Lowi L alls and
walks, swimming. Phone Lawson 278,
Mr and Mrs Mackay,

ACCOMMODATION

HOLIDAY COTTAGE, BLACKHEATH,
accom, 6, sewered, Apply Mrs G,
Hood, 38 Kitchener Avenue, Earlwood.

WYKEHURST GUEST HOUSE
For an enjoyable holiday in
Christian atmosphere.  Good
food. H, and C. water in bed-
rooms. House-parties taken.
Mr and Mrs H. Bartrop,
219 Katoomba Street,
KATOOMBA.

“METROPOLE”

TEMPERANCE HOTEL
KATOOMBA
Full Board or Bed and Breakfast,
K. L. and F. M. HEARNE,
Phone 20,

SHIRTS FOR CLERGY

Keep cool in summer,
Made up entirely of black
nylon or no-iron cotton.

No buttons or other fasteners.
Fastened with zip to shoulder.
Render stocks unnecessary.
Nylon, £5/5/.

No-iron poplin, £4/4/.
Mail orders accepted, giving
neck and chest measurements.

Casrock and Surplices also
made,
Miss M, Hodges, dressmaker,
15 Pomeroy Street, Homebush,
N.S.W. Phone 76-9154.

MERIDEN CHURCH

OF ENGLAND GIRLS

GRAMMAR SCHOOL
STRATHFIELD,

SYDNEY

Boarding and day pupils, age
range 3 to 18 years. Nursery
to Honours Leaving Certificate
Standard.
Three courses in middle and
upper school available accord-
ing to nbilit}' and aptitude.
Applications for admission to
the Headmistress,

WOOD COFFILL LTD.
FUNERAL DIRECTORS,

Head Office:
819 George Street, Sydney.
Phone: BA4611 (6 lines).

Branches in all Suburbs, A gzencies
Every State.

BLUE
MOUNTAINS
REAL ESTATE

HOUSES FOR SALE
AND WANTED

WRITE OR PHONE FOR
LIST OF HOMES AVAILABLE
AND FINANCE
PARTICULARS.

LES RODGERS

CHRISTIAN HOLIDAY
CENTRE

Falls Rd., Wentworth Falls,
PHONE W.F. %23

® AN ORDAINED ZO0O-

LOGIST

According to the latest issue
of “The Good Neighbour,”
published by the Department
of Immigration, the new chapel
at the East Hills Migrant Hos-
tel was opened by the Arch-
bishop of Sydney and present
on the occasion was the Rev-
erend Dr Keith Gowan, Cura-
tor-in-charge of the district,

* * *

®¢ THE CHURCH ON

WHEELS

The mothers of St. Alban’s,
Lindfield (Sydney) take very
seriously the Prayer Book in-
Jjunction that baptised children
should “hear sermons.”” At 11
o’clock on a recent Wednesday
morning the Young Wives anl
Mothers’ Group held their
Annual Pram Service. A tape
recording of the occasion
would probably have been of
great interest to the A.B.C.'s
Sound Effects Depariment.

® ANY ADVANCE?

The Church of England
Newspaper reports that the
Vicar of Coventry, Canon G.
W. Clitheroe, uses a motor-
cycle to traverse his large and
congested parish. Nothing odd
in that? The Vicar is 75—can
any of our clerics better this?

* * *

¢ THE SECOND MILE

“The Southern Churchman”
reports that a churchwarden at
Cootamundra was seen on a
recent Sunday morning carrying
out a duty not laid down in an
Ordinance — expertly feeding a
baby its bottle in 'the church
porch while its mother went up
to receive the communijon,

* * *
e THIS ENGLISH

The following letier was
received by an Indian mis-
sionary. It is soritten by an
applicant for a position at the
mission station:—

“The sender of this letter is a poor
man in agricultural behaviour, There-
fore I pray you will have favour upon
him and take him into your saintly ser-
vice that he may have support for his
Soul and family. T linger for your hope-
ful words,

“I am out of employment for more
than a vear so that my mental facilities
and conscience are daily swept away
from me, y family is a very large
one, consisted of five females, three
masculines and one child. e lat-
ter is still drinking milk from his pater-
nal mother. Your humble servant is
much too old and much too poorly to
aspouse hard labour, so kindly give me
some easy work, T now live from your
bungalow 20 miles as the cock crows,
May your philanthrophic zeal take some
measure with me, and look with fay-
ourable eyes upon me and for this, I
shall ever pray that the Almighty will
give you tit for tat,”

MOTOR FUNERALS LIMITED
30 CITY ROAD, SYDNEY
Tel.: BA 4277 (4 lines)

BRANCHES

CARINGBAH—Kingsway, Willarong Road

52.7328

EASTWOOD—8 East Parade ................ WL|955

ROZELLE—93 Victoria Road

Page 12—The Australian Church Record, December 21, 1961

The Australian

99
Ng?rﬁm‘i-zg;:"'

Editorial Matter to be ad-
dressed to The
News of Church life in
Australia is welcomed.

ISSUED FORTNIGHTLY
Subecription £1 per ansum
post free,

S S L T
EVANGELICAL TRUST OF
VICTORIA
(Registered under the
Compasles Act)

The Trust is empowered to ad-
mnglater bequests under Wills
and property set aside by Deed
or Gift for Cburitfl:le yEdua-
tional and Philanthropic pur-

oo ... WBLIAI

Printed by Sungravure Pty.

poses, aund in particular for
Christian work either at home
or in the foreign field.

Rev, C. W. T. Rogers, Chaiy-
man; Rev, L. L. Nash,
Colin J. Cohn, Dr G. B,
ham, Mr E, W, Stockton, Mr

. G. e (Hon. Treasurer),
Mr R, J. Mason (Hon, Secre.
tary).

THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND
EVANGELICAL TRUST
(NS.W.)

(Registered under fhe
Companies Aef)

"The Trust is empowered o ad-
minister bequ::u dl'mder 'nkll.e and
property or funds set aside b
Deed of Gift for R .
Charitable, and Educational Pur-
poses, in particular the

'tion of the Protestant and Evan-

gelical Principles of the Church
gland,

of En
VICE-CHAIRMAN: Archdescos
SECRETARY: R. A. Cole.

R. B. Robinson,
All commenications o he ad
dreased to the Hon. Secretary,
Box 1227, G.P.O., Sydney.
M
e ———

WHEN MOVING
ANYWHERE,

suggest you comtact

A.R.C. THOMAS

R and

T PARRAMATER™
For FURNITURE,

Removals — Storage

Office and Stores at 21a Sorcell
Street, PARRAMATTA,

House-to-house removaly M
QHE.E. ln‘ms.vzi lndM
v ‘phose.

i~ y given

supervision,
Ring YY1241-2 (9 a.m. to § pm.)

onday to Friday)
Rh(mmmm(mm);.).

Ltd., 31-29 Morley Ave., Rosebery.






