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EHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP:
ITS THREE CONDITIONS
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rd begins by asking two ques-
first of which leads up to the

second: ‘“Who do men say that [ am?”
“But who say ye that | am?" It was
Peter who answered this second ques-
tion. And he evidently spoke for his
fellow-apostles as well as for himself,
when he said, ““Thou art the Christ
the Son of the living God.”

This answer expressed the fruit of
three years spent in fellowship with
Christ. And this answer showed that
these men were now ready for a deeper
and fuller revelation of Christian
things,

Thus we read: “‘From that time be-
gan Jesus to show unto his disciples
how he must go unto Jerusalem and
suffer many things of the elders and
chief priests and scribes and be killed.”
This announcement came as a shock
to the disciples, and no doubt Peter is
representing the others, though perhaps
a little roughly, when we read of him,
**And Peter took him and began to re-
buke him, saying, be it far from thee
Lord: this shall never be unto thee.”
Peter’'s meaning is that our Lord must
save His life. He must not submit to
death at the hands of the rulers. We
may suppose from his words that
Peter would have hindered our Lord
attending the Passover if attendance
meant suffering and death.

But the law enjoined attendance and
Jesus must not swerve from the path
of duty. Peter loved his Master.

Often it is the hands that love us
that would drag us down.

But Jesus, ‘‘turning about rebuked
Peter and saith get thee behind me
Satan: for thou mindest not the things
of God but the things of men.”

It was then that our Lord uttered
the memorable words in which He de-
fines Christian discipleship. ‘'He said
unto all, if any man would come after
me let him deny himself and take up
his cross daily and follow me.”

The First Condition,

These words are addressed to all—
the multitule as well as the disciples.
Our Lord here lays down for all men
three conditions of Christian disciple-
ship. Let us examine these one by one
as carefully as space will allow,

The first is “'if any man will come
after me let him deny himself."”

“Himself" here means his self,
though we say for euphony himself.
My “self” is what | am in myself apart
from the grace and presence of God—
my own nature,

To “deny’’ means to say "no”’ to—
to refuse, to disown. The first step in
Christian discipleship is to dethrone
self in order that Christ may be en-
throned. Our hearts must be given to
Him and our wills surrendered before
He can take the throne and reign.

By the laws of navigation there can-
not be two Masters on one ship. One -
the course. This law of one Master is
master only must rule the ship, and set
the first law of Christian discipleship.
And this law is imperative. [t must be
so with us because our natures are
sinful.

The Apostle speaks for us all when
he writes: “‘I know that in me that is
in my flesh dwelleth no good thing . . .
the mind of the flesh is enmity against
God.” The Apostle uses the word
“flesh’ where our Lord uses the word
“self.” But the meaning is the same.
Both these expressions, ‘‘flesh” and
“self’’ stand for our human nature, the
human disposition considered in itself
apart from God. Our state by nature
is one of alienation from God and en-
mity towards Him.
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It has been said that in every heart
there is a cross and there is a throne.
If Christ be on the throne then self is
on the cross. But if self be on the
throne then Christ is on the cross.
Every believer should be able to say
with the Apostle Paul, "'l have been
(that means | was and am)—I have
been crucified with Christ, nevertheless
| live and yet no longer | but Christ
liveth in me.”

And turning to our Lord's words we
notice that He adds what seems to be
an explanatory footnote; "'For whoso-
ever would save his life or soul shall
lose it; but whosoever shall lose his
life (or soul) for my sake the same
shall save it."” We may save our lives
from God by withholding them from
Him. In that case we lose them. But
if we lose our lives in God and His
will we save them both in this world
and in that which is to come.

The seed that is saved in the gran-
ary is lost. The seed that is lost in the
ground is saved. It is saved through

death.
The Second Condition,

The next step in Christian disciple-
ship is stated thus: “'If any man will
come after me let him . . . take up his
cross daily.”  Under- Roman rule the
only man who carried a cross was a
man condemned to die—the law com-
pelled him to carry his cross from the
starting point, his prison, to the termi-
nal point, the place of execution. He
carried it through the streets publicly.
Every eye would be turned to him.
His cross proclaimed his identity.

So every Christian must take up the
cross of Christian witness,

That this is the meaning here seems
to be confirmed by our Lord’s further
footnote: '‘For whosoever shall be
ashamed of me and of my words of
him shall the son of man be ashamed
when he cometh in his own glory and
the glory of the Father and of the holy
angels.”

The confession of Christ is impera-
tive. All life must express itself or
perish. Vegetable life cannot continue
to live underground. If the shoots be

continually cut off it will perish no mat-
ter how strong the roots may be. Mat-
erial things and spiritual things are
from the same hand and are parallel in
their laws.  Christian witness is an
essential law of the Christian life.

This would explain the definiteness
of the Apostle Paul's words: "If thou
shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as
l.ord and shalt believe in thy heart that
God hath raised him from the dead
thou shalt be saved: for with the heart
man believeth unto righteousness; and
with the mouth confession is made unto
salvation.”

The Third Condition.

That brings us to the third condition
of discipleship: “‘Let him follow me.”
[here is no explanatory note here.
None is needed. The circumstances
give vividness and meaning to the
words. Peter would dissuade Christ
from following the path of duty. But
Christ must walk that path although
the cross was already in sight. Every
disciple must follow*Him in this. The
will of God is the only Christian path.
Discipleship to Christ knows neither
half measures nor hesitancy. The will
of '‘God is one. It cannot be divided.
All faithful Christians, gentle and
simple, have walked in this way.

AN APPOINTMENT TO A
PROGRESSIVE LIFE ASSURANCE
OFFICE.

Provides Security and the
prospect of engaging in a
Successful and Interesting
Career,
The T. & G. Mutual Life Society has
vacancies on its Clerical Staff for young men
15-17 years of Intermediate or Leaving
Certificate Standard, who are anxious to
train for future administrative positions, and
who are offered liberal salaries, with regular
annual increments, holidays, superannuation,
five-day week and the best of working
conditions,

by
T. & G. MUTUAL LIFE ASSURANCE
SOCIETY,

Park and Elizabeth Sts., Sydney

Proper Psalms and
Lessons

May 7. 4th Sunday t;fter Easter.

M.: Deut. iv 1-24 or Isa Ix; Luke
xvi 19 or Acts iii. Psalms 128, 129,
130, 131.

E.: Deut. iv 25-40 or v or lsa Ixi;
Luke vii 1-35 or Rev. ii 184ii 6.
Psalms 145, 146.

May 14. 5th Sunday after Easter.

M.: Deut. vi or Isa Ixii; Luke xx 27-
xxi 4 or Acts iv [:33. Psalms 132,
133, 134, :

E.: Deut, viii or x |2-xi or Isa Ixiii
7: John vi 47-69 or Rev. i1 7. Psalm
107.

May 18. Ascension Day.
M.: 2 Kings ii |-15; Ephes. iv [-16.
Psalms 8, 21.
E.: Dan. vii 9-10, 13-14; Hebrews i.
Psalms 24, 47, 110.
May 21. Sunday after the Ascension.
M.: Deut. xxvi or Isa. Ixiv; John xiv

I-14 or Eph. i 3. Psalms 93, 96.

E.: Deut. xxx or xxxiv or [sa Ixv |17;
John xvi 5 or Acts i 1-14. Psalms 148,
149, 150.
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THE HOME MISSION SOGIETY

Needy Parishes are helped, especially those in the mission Zone Area.
Bay, Glen Davis, Lord Howe Island and Norfolk Island are maintained. The Society is also responsible for the
work of the Children's Court Chaplaigcy, the Archdeacon Charlton Home, and the Avona Hostel, the Parish
In many other avenues of Christian Service, help is given.
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NOTES AND COMMENTS

demonstration of Christian
the Anzac Celebrations has
been most enhearten-
Anzac Hopes. ing. As one Christian
said to another on read-
ing the great story in the daily press:
“We are a Christian nation after all.”
We know all the objections that our
pessimistic brethren will suggest, but
there is the great fact that the outstand-
ing feature of the celebrations in every
quarter, attended by hundreds of thou-
sands, was the Christian Service with
its definite Christian message. Not only
were Cathedrals overcrowded, but
open air demonstrations in almost
every centre in the Commonwealth
took the form of Christian worship. In
one well known centre a protest was
made because work was carried on as
usual, on an occasion which was ‘‘one
for praise and worship.” In spite of a
general laxity regarding the observance
of Sunday as a day of worship, there is
deep_down in the hearts of our people
a sense of God which will respond on
urgent occasion.

The

faith in

Convention or prejudice, like fire,
can be "‘a good servant but a bad
master.” They both re-
quire frequent “‘overhaul-
ing"" to make sure that
they are not unreason-
able in relation to a man’s life. Some,
of course, will be found to be worthy
only of a smile; as for instance the con-
ventions that mustard isof beneficial use
with beef, but not with mutton; that
goose and apple sauce belong absolute-
ly to one another, or that red currant
jelly is only to be eaten with venison
or other high game. But there are
conventions that have had a reasonable
basis which changing times have made
unreasonable. For instance when the

Slaves to
Convention.

hours of work and shopping made Fri-
day nights inadvisable for entertain-
ments, and made it advisable to use
Saturday nights for such purposes, we
are speaking now of church functions,
too often the hard working parson
found himself tired out before com-
mencing his work on Sundays. If only
it had been possible to keep his Satur-
day clear, what a difference it would
have made to his Sunday ministrations.
But now the convention persists al-
though there is no longer the basis and
we still see parishioners insisting on the
Saturday night function without any re-
gard to their effect upon the Sunday
ministrations of the pastor. They are
giving way to a mere convention which
is foolish in the extreme, and both pas-
tor and people are suffering betause of
it.  We Christians must take care to
keep first things first.

We wonder ~sometimes whether
churchmen, both lay as well as cleric,
ever read the rubrical

The Ministry of directions of the Book
Holy Baptism.  of Common Prayer. Of
‘ course some do, but we
fear the great majority do not. We
remember some years ago a young
cleric making the remark, *“But our
Church believes in Confession.”" *‘Of
course,’’ was the rejoinder, ‘‘but under
what limitations?'’ and those limita-
tions were quite new to him simply be-
cause he had taken for granted the
knowledge of other people and had not
read the rubric for himself. How often
in the Communion Service rubrics are
loosely regarded and the inwardness of
the rite impaired, The more the
rubrics are studied the more reverent
and understanding becomes the admin-
istration. ‘Again it is of advantage to
remember that a whole weight of learn-

ing and thought lie behind our services
and the directions concerning them.
Take again the Sacrament of Bap-

tism. In the first place the direction
as to the best time is not to be lightly
disregarded otherwise our Church
members lose the reminder their
church designs for the strengthening of
their spiritual life. Then again the
godparents should be present as the
rubric enjoins and their answers should
be made clearly in the face of the con-
gregation,

In the service of Adult Baptism
stress should be placed upon the term
“publick”—the Church, following the
behest of its Master, makes no provi-
sion for "hole-&-corner”” baptism, We
must not be ashamed to confess Christ
before the congregation. Due prepara-
tion is demanded for such Adult Bap-
tisms, and in order to ensure this the
bishop is to be notified—a provision
that has more reason in it than is gener-
ally considered, and one that our Fath-
ers-in-God should most carefully en-
force. In too many cases there is little
or no preparation to the lasting injury
of the candidate and the weakening of
the Church itself. The rubrics as a
whole seek to guard against formalism,
the deadliest enemy of true religion and
;.}}e greatest danger to a man's spiritual
ife.

Then again, there is the rite of Con-
firmation, so frequently regarded as
“The ratifying and
confirming”’ of the
promises made in
Holy Baptism and
the true inwardness of the service is
relegated to a second place. The rite
of the Laying on of Hands is the seal
or pledge of the confirmation or
strengthening of the spiritual life by
the agency of the Holy Spirit, Who is
God's gift to all those who faithfully
seek the gift. The service has been
very wisely and usefully made the
occasion of a confirmation or ratifica-

“The Laying On
of Hands.”
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tion of those promises of consecration
to Christian discipleship which have
been made previously at the time of
one's Baptism. The whole setting of
the service demands a very careful and
devotional preparation and instruction
in the blessings and responsibilities of
Christian discipleship. It is the bishop's
responsibility to see that due prepara-
tion has been made, and the pastor's
privilege to devote his whole spiritual
equipment to that preparation. In
other days it was the rule that candi-
dates for confirmation had already the
advantage of knowing by heart the
Church Catechism, and in many cases,
its explanation; but in these days,
largely due to our public school system
and the religious slackness so general
in the homes of our children, the
pastor has to start the preparation un-
der a grave handicap which demands
a much longer and difficult task, but
a task that demands to be executed
very patiently, prayerfully and ex-
pectantly. To hurry over such a pre-
paration would be to fail egregiously
in the fulfilment of a fuhdamental duty,
a failure unthinkable when we remem-
ber the worth of a soul in the Saviour's
estimate.

May God preserve us from conven-
tionality in these holy concerns!

SPEND YOUR NEXT HOLIDAY ON
THE MOUNTAINS |

At “*COOBIJA"’
87 North Mall, LEURA, Blue Mountains

Quiet Christian Home.

Book Early! Miss E. Ransom.

ST. ANDREW’S CATHEDRAL CHOIR
SCHOOL.

Day School for 120 Boys.

Primary to Intermediate

Certificate. Staff of 1| part-

and full-time teachers. The

Secondary School subjects in-

clude: Divinity, English,

French, Latin, History, Geo-

graphy, Mathematics, Chem-

istry and Music Theory.

Woodwork (class of 5 only),

and Business Principles are

extras, The Probationers’

Choir is trained by Mr. K. Noake, L.R.S.M.,
L.T.C.L. The Cathedral Choir receive their
musical training under the direction of the
Cathedral Organist, Mr. H. Hugh Bancroft,
Mus. Bac., F.R.C.O. Choristers receive
special Scholarships, Sport is held at St.
Paul's Oval, Sydney University. For pros-
pectus and further particulars apply to ‘the
Headmaster, the Precentor of St. Andrew's
F([:z}xttedral, the Reverend M. C. Newth, B.A.,

C.M.S. “CHINA TEAM,”

On Monday night, April 17th, at St. Phil-
lip's, Eastwood, the C.M.S. "China Team”
presented a programme of four missionary
plays depicting episodes from the lives of
men who in obeying God's call have gone
to foreign lands with the message of salva-
tion,

Written by Rev. Gordon Smee, the plays
related simply and clearly the way in which
God used the lives of Henry Martin, who
left Cambridge to be Chaplain to the East
India Company, David Hill, who took the
Gospel to China, and Alexander Mackay and
Albert Schweitzer who were called to Africa.

The need of the people of these lands was
clearly revealed as the plays were enacted,
and could not fail to challenge those who
were present,

This was the first presentation of mission-
ary plays by the “China Team.” The mem-
bers of the Team are young people who are
anxious to present to other young people the
challenge to full time Christian service on
the mission field.

odd household repairs,

A Christian Mattied Couple
IS URGENTLY NEEDED FOR THE
Bush Church Aid Society Boys’ Hostel at
Wentworth Falls, N.S.W.

The husband must be able to care for vegetable garden, lawns, poultry, and do

The wife must be able to perform all household duties, including cooking.
This is a real opportunity to make a vital contribution to the spiritual
welfare of the Country Boys of the Church.

Apply, with references to —

BUSH CHURCH AID SOCIETY,
CHURCH HOUSE, GEORGE STREET, SYDNEY.

*

Stained . .

John Ashwin
& Co.

(J. RADECKI)
Studio and Works:

Off Goulburn St., nel; Trades Hall
Established 1870. Tel.: MA 3467

Artis’s in Stained Glass
31 DIXON ST., SYDNEY
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PLANS FOR CHURCH

the house of the priest-in-charge.

deal.”

First plans have been announced for the erection of a £15,000
Anglican Church at the Woomera Rocket Range, S.A.

Three churches are to be built, each denomination paying for its own.

The Chaplain to the Range, the Rev. H. A. ]: Witt, speaks of the great disadvan-
tages under which the Church is at present working.

“The bullding set apart as a Church is used by all denominations on Sunday,
and as a day-school during the week,” he says.

“We are able to use it once on Sunday mornings for Holy Communion, and
several mornings during the week for the same purpose.

“We are trying to overcome difficulties by publishing literature. We have
invested in our own printing machine and hope to go to press monthly.

“The work here has great opportunities.

AT ROCKET RANGE

Other services are held in

We rely on your prayers a great

Diocese Fixes £500 as
Rector’s Minimum Stipend

The Goulburn Diocesan Synod has fixed the minimum stipend for a

Rector at £500 per annum.

It is understood that Goulburn is the first diocese in Australia to make

such a move.

MOVE TO HELP
MISSIONARY
RURAL EFFORT

An organisation to promote the
knowledge of rural life amongst mis-
sionaries and missionary candidates
has been formed in London.

The organisation will be known as the In-
stitute of Rural Life at Home and Overseas.

For some time a group of people w'ith
close interest in C.M.S. has b'een seeking
to stir up interest in the question of rural

life.

The great contribution made lin. Arﬂencn
by Dr. Reisner’s “Agricultural Missions"” had
shown the need for a parallel organisation
in Britain. The fact is that most missionaries
are townsmen, while the vast majority of
people with whom they work are villagers
engaged in agriculture.

The first President is Lord Twcedgmuir,
and the Chairman of the Committee is the
Rev. H. D. Hooper, Africa Secretary of
C.M.S.

The Institute will give advice to mission-
aries concerned with the problems of rural
life, and will give them contacts with acknow-
ledged experts in Britain.

It will also instigate research into rural
problems, publish reports and organise con-
‘erences. A library is to be built up for
‘consultation, and advice will be given on
reading.

The ordinance bringing this into
effect was passed at the recent Synod
session held at Yass in connection with
the centenary celebrations of the
Parish Church at St. Clement's.

The Bishop (the Rt. Rev. E. H. Burg-

mann) referred to the ordinance of his Pre-
sidential Address. He said:

*We lmve worked steadily to keep stipends
somewhat in relation to the rising cost of
living, and we have had considerable
success,

“l am most grateful to the laymen of the
diocese generally for their alertness and
response in this matter.

“In a few cases the movement has lacked
briskness, and I hope the discussion in this
Synod will be helpful to all.

“"What also needs special attention is the
allowance for car depreciation. The inflated
prices of cars makes the traditional allow-
ances quite inadequate,

"A percentage of cost might be a more
just basis for calculation. The aim is to
make certain that the clergyman does not
have to draw upon his own stipend for
parochial travelling.”

GOULBURN
DIOCESE
RE-NAMED

Subject to legal approval, the
Diocese of Goulburn will in future be
known as the Diocese of Canberra and
Goulburn.

An ordinance to this effect was
passed at the recent Diocesan Synod
at Yass.

Outlining the ordinance in his Presidential
address, the Bishop (the Rt. Rev. E. H
Burgmann) said the measure sought ‘‘to
meet a developing situation,”

“This ordinance has been carefully scru-
tinised by our Chancellor, who assures us
that it is in order, and that it is within
our powers to legislate on this matter,” the

Bishop added.

The Bishop has temporarily withheld his
consent from the ordinance, until final legal
advice has been given.

Referring to the consecration last year of
Bishop Clements as Assistant Bishop, the
Bishop spoke of the relation of the Diocese
to the Federal Capital,

He said: ""The appointment of an Assistant
Bishop marks a definite stage in the organi-
sation of the diocese to meet the demands
made by increasing work within the Diocese,
and the rapid growth of the Capital of the
Commonwealth jn the very heart of the
diocese. 3

“"We are feeling our way towards fitting
the Church for its present and future respon-
sibilities in this strategic portion of the Aus-
tralian continent,

CHURCH RESPONSIBILITY.

"As the population and industrial equip-*
ment grow Australia will become more and
more significant in the South Western Pacific.

“If Australia is to play her part honour-
ably, and take the strain which historical
events will most surely place upon her, she
will need the sort of citizen that the Christian
Faith alone can produce and inspire,

“We are only at the beginning of prepar-
ing that portion of the Church for which we
are directly responsible for the tasks that God
in His good providence has allotted to it."

Among other matters raised at the Synod
was an ordinance amendment aimed at the
protection of trees on church lands.

ENGLISH VICAR APPOINTED DEAN OF
NELSON: MORE CLERGY COMING
The Rev. E. A. Gowing, Vicar of Norbiton, England, has been appointed

Dean of Nelson, N.Z.

The Dean-elect is one of a number of
English clergy coming to the Diocese of
Nelson.

The Bishop writes: '“The new Dean is
highly spoken of by one of the English
Bishops from whom we have heard.

“While in England, I attended his church
one morning and preached there in ‘the
evening. | gained the impression of a live
parish with a vigorous work going on, and
I look forward to the future of the Cathedral

parish under his leadership and ministry.”
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MR. ALBERT MITCHELL.

A well-known figure in English Church
circles has been removed by the homecall
of Mr. Albert Mitcheli. He will be greatly
missed in Evangelical circles and he will also
be missed by a very much wider range of
members of the Church of England. Mr.
Mitchell was by profession a solicitor but he
was a solicitor of the old school that we
regret to say seems to be rapidly disappear-
ing from our midst. He was a man of very
wide culture, a competent Greek scholar,
and acquainted alsc with the Latin tongue.
He further took great interest in the Chris-
tian architectural concept and was an ardent
supporter of the peculiar Anglican tradition
of our Cathedral Church Services. Readers
of the former '“‘Record” which has now been
amalgamated with the “Church of England
Newspaper” will no doubt remember with
profit the interesting series under the title
“Eusebes” that Mr, Mitchell contributed to

ALBERT MITCHELL
at the age of 77

that paper. Anyone who has read his con-
tributions carefully will notice the skilful
blending of strong devotional life and earnest
evangelical conviction with a'wide culture.
Indeed some of his friends were rather irri-
tated by his constant reference to the beau-
tiful rendering of the Services in the various
churches such as the Abbey and St. Paul's
that he attended. But those who value a
wide experience treasured the memory of

that aspect of Mr. Mitchell's life.

Mr. Mitchell was a man who devoted his
attention to the study of the principles that
lay at the foundation of the Church of Eng-
land and his contributions were eagerly
awaited by those who valued an independent
and impartial judgment. For many years
he served in the Church Assembly, and his
contributions were always listened to in every
part of the House with the attention which
his wide knowledge and courteous presenta-
tion always demanded. It is a matter of
common knowledge that he enjoyed the con-
fidence of those who did not share his par-
ticular beliefs and that many consulted him

inspiring words when among us. May God
comfort those who were more intimately as-
who would not be prepared to adopt the
strong evangelical convictions that character-
ised his life. It is a matter of some thank-
fulness that Mr. Mitchell's wide knowledge
has been placed at the disposal of a large
circle of readers through his publication of
the interesting book entitled “This Service"
which outlines for us with clearness and de-
finiteness alike the devotional significance of
the Service of Holy Communion as practised
in the Anglican Church and also the historical
and legal obligations which are involved by
a conscious acceptance of the position laid
down by the Church of England. It may
be worthy of note that in these particulars
Mr. Mitchell, in opposition to the judgment
of many legal advisers, nevertheless with
sound argument, has advocated that ‘‘the
farther order” which is outlined in the Uni-
formity Act of Elizabeth, was really taken
when the Commissioners were given authority
to reform abuses in the Church of England.
This view has been strenuously maintained by
Mr. J. T. Tomlinson and _it is a matter of
some interest to find his opinion confirmed
by one who ranked only second to him in
the careful study of original documents and
the earnest prosecution of investigation. It
is worth recording that Mr. Mitchell took a
very prominent part in the controversies con-
cerning the Revised Prayer Book which burst
upon the Church in the years preceding
1928. He was a doughty opponent of the
1928 Book and he was behind the scenes
in much that characterised the strong advo-
cacy of Mr. Joynson Hicks (Lord Brent-
wood). Mr. Mitchell believed quite firmly in
the historic position of the Church of Eng-
land. He loyally accepted the view of the
Episcopate as furnishing the best method of
establishing Church order, but he was adam-
ant in resisting any suggestion that would
impair the prime significance of the Sacrifice

of the death of Christ and for that reason
he opposed any proposals that would bring
our Prayer Book into line with the tentative
revision of 1549, and was still more opposed
to any suggestion that would approximate it
to the ancient Missal service that in his judg-
ment had been corrupted from its original
primitive simplicity and reflected alien views
of the Gospel. An interesting fact is that he
regarded ""The Eastward Position" as symbo-
lical of an Arian view of our Lord Jesus
Christ, it divided the Father and Son. Mr.,
Mitchell in private life was urbane and cour-
teous, Those who remember with pleasure the
gathering in the National Club will recall
how frr~quenl|y he was the centre of an
animated group who engaged in serious con-
versation upon matters of most vital moment,
In his private life he was a humble, sincere
devoted Christian. His earnest regard to the
teachings and to the Person of Jesus Christ.
our Lord was manifest in a life of simplicity
and earnestness. Those who knew him best,
knew that behind all his reading and learn-
ing there was that deep spirit of personal
reverence for our Lord and Saviour that
alone makes life charming and profitable, and
is the guarantee of eternal blessedness. The
Church will miss him in many departments
of her life. We will mourn with others the
removal of a great leader, but we will not
cease to thank God that one who was so
singularly gifted was able to use his great
powers for the advancement of Christ's
Kingdom, always mindful of those who dif-
fered from him, always courteous to those
who had convictions that he did not share,
but always definite in maintaining that the
supreme object of all life is to magnify Him
Who died on Calvary as the Saviour of
men. We mourn his loss in Australia and re-
member with thankfulness his visit and his
sociated with him and may we all profit from
the example of a life given to the service
of God. i
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THE CHURCH OF THE
PRESIDENTS OF THE U.S.A.

Near the White House in Washington,
D.C., stands a small yellow church. Officially
it is known as St, John's Episcopal Church,
but it is usually called the Church of the
Presidents. Since its dedication in 1816, its
services have been attended by almost every
American President at times d{lring his term
of office. Some of the Chief Executives have
used it as a quiet retreat where they could
go alone for prayer.

The church, one of the oldest in Washing-
ton, was built at a time when the Capital
City was without paved streets, During heavy
rains the streets became so muddy that
travel over them was not only unpleasant
but at times nearly impossible. For this rea-
son, the church was built on a site selected
“for the convenience of the President,” ap-

proximately two city blocks from the White

ouse. It is now separated from the Pre-
sidential mansion by Lafayette Park, a pub-
lic area with benches, trees, statues, and
drinking fountains.

The church was built according to the
design and under the supervision of Benja-
min Henry Latrobe, an assistant to Major
Pierre L'Enfant, the famous French architect
who planned the city of Washington, Mr.
Latrobe was also considered one of the most
distinguished architects of his time.

Mr. Latrobe donated his talents and ser-
vices to the building of the church, declining
even the offer of a "'‘pew free of rent.”” How-
ever, he accepted as a testimonial a small
piece of pewter plate that he might pass on
to his children. Mr, Latrobe became a mem-
ber of the church when it was completed and
composed a hymn for the dedication services.
T, % hymn was sung again on the one hun-
a®dth anniversary of the dedication of St.
John's Episcopal Church in 1916,

* In form, the church originally represented
the Greek cross. At the intersection of the
nave and transcepts, massive pillars rose to
support the cupola and lantern. The build-
ing was heated originally by wood stoves.
Aisles were paved with Brick. The pews
were square, commodious, and had high
backs.

When the church was completed, a com-
mittee was instructed to offer James A, Madi-
son from 1809 to 1817, a choice of pews
“without his being obliged to purchase same.”
The President, however, suggesled that the
committee itself make the selection. Pew
38 was chosen, and President and Mrs. Madi-
son were its first occupants. Later, when the
change was made to low-backed seats, the
pews were renumbered. Pew 28 became

pew 54, which has been re-
served as the '‘Presidential
pew’’ ever since,

The congregation of St.
‘lohn's Episcopal Church
had grown so by 1820 that
the building was enlarged by
extending the west transcept
and thus the shapf- of the
structure was changed to a
Latin cross. Fifty additional
pews were built, raising the
total to 136, A steeple and
a bell were added, and the
Church of the Presidents be-
came the first church in
Washington to call its people
to worship by ringing a bell.

President John uincy
Adams (1825-29), although
he was a Unitarian, attended
the church often. He said
that he could ‘‘frequent
without scruple the church
of any other sect and join
with cheerfulness in the
social world of all without
subscribing implicitly to the
doctrine of any."

President Adams is de-
scribed as being "duly in his
place in St. l!Iohn's to listen
carefully to the service," un-
til the sermon began, after
which he apparently fell
asleep. Yet the following
day, when his |5-year-old

grand-daughter was required to summarise
the sermon, he soon detected any important
omission.

President Andrew Jackson (1829.37),
who had gained a reputation of ruggedness
for his military exploits, was described as at-
tending the little church ‘‘dressed at proper
seasons in rich black silk, with snow-white
hair, and gentle dignity of manner.” Al
though he was a member of the Presbyterian
church, President Jackson insisted upon pay-
ing quarterly rent for his pew in St. John's
Church. All his Cabinet members also at-
tended the Church of the Presidents.

President Abraham Lincoln (1861-65),
although he did not claim membership in
any church, “often at Evensong and some-
times at the evening service, would slip into
the last pew at the back of the church. He
was always alone. Before the service was
ended, he would slip out as quietly and un-
ostentatiously as he had come and walk

the White

across lafayette Square to
House."

Church records of the time recall that
President Chester Alan Arthur (1881-85)
was “'in his pew as usual.” Mr. Arthur was
one of the nine Presidents who have been
members of the Episcopal faith and so at-
tended St. John's regularly.

President Theodore Roosevelt (]‘)0]—09)
was a member of the Dutch Reformed
Church, but he accepted the Presidential pew
in St. Jnhn's and he and his wife with their
four sons attended Snndn) service there often.

Although President William Howard Taft
(1909-13) was a Unitarian, his wife and
children were members of St. John's. He
often accompanied them to services there.

President Woodrow Wilson (1913-21), a
Presbyterian, regularly attended the Church
of the Presidents. His favourite hymn, “Once
to Every Man and Nation,” was sung fre-
cquently when he attended the Church and it
is still sung there to-day. It is based on a
poem written by the American poet James
Russell Lowell in 1845,

The Church of the Presidents has served

i retreat for several Chief Executives who
wished to ask for divine guidance an hour
or two before l.\king the oath of office.

President Franklin D. Roosevelt (1933.
45) went to the nearby church for prayer

1+ hour before his inauguration in 1933,
1937, und 1941. He had planned a similar
n]ulim.«g,r in 1945, but was confined to the
White lHouse because of bad weather. Pre-
sident Harty S. Truman has continued the
Roosevelt tradition. He went to the little
church to pray two hours before his inau-
guration in January, 1949,

President Truman frequently accompanies
his wife and daughter, who are, members,
to the church. The President is a Baptist,
however. He often walks to his own church
aflter attending the service at the church
of the *Presidents.
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TO AUSTRALIAN CHURCHMEN.

Where Should the Minister Stand
at the Communion ?

In the Roman Catholic Church the
priest stands at the centre of the altar
with his back to the people (The East-
ward Position). In the Church of Eng-
land since the Reformation the tradi-
tional position has been for the min-
ister to stand at the north side of the
Communion Table. But in the last de-
cades a custom has grown up in many
churches for the Church of England
clergyman to adopt the position of the
Roman Catholic priest. In the follow-
ing article, the Rev. T. G. Mohan,
Secretary of the Church Pastoral-Aid
Society tells why he thinks the North
Side is vital for an Evangelical
Ministry :

We boldly and gladly affirm our convic-
tion that the North Side is vital. Those
who differ from us are not at all impressed
by being told that our English Reformers in-
troduced it, that the Prayer Book directs it,
and that evangelical doctrine demands it,
but they may be moved if it can be shown
that the truth of the Gospel is endangered
by the Eastward Position. We believe that
it is.

The core of the Gospel is that we are jus-
tified by faith alone and not by works of
righteousness which we have done; that man
is quite unable to contribute anything to-
wards the achievement of his own salvation.
and that it is, therefore, offered to him by
God as a free gift. This Gospel is in direct
contradiction to human natural instincts.
Consequently to the average man it savours
of foolishness; pride rebels, and fear suggests
that it is too good to be true. He therefore
follows his natural inclination to make some
attempt to satisfy a righteous God by his
own efforts, and thus to deserve justification,
If he is a religious man his worship will be
offered to God with the hope that it will
be accepted as a contribution towards his ef-
forts to justify himself in God's sight as one
who is doing his best; and he will tend to
regard the Sacrament of Holy Communion as
the means by which salvation is secured. This
conflict between faith and effort is universal
and eternal, and to see it in its true per-
spective we must watch its course down the
centuries and notice the significance and in-
fluence of ceremonial upon the ebb and flow
of the struggle.

To the first Christians the Lord's Supper
was a memorial—a triumphant backward
look to something already achieved by Christ
for them. As the Early Church developed,
the Judaizers introduced the Old Testament
sacrificial significance into the rite and grad-
ually the tendency grew to see in the Lord's
Supper a sacrifice designed to achieve some-
thing in the future. This development was
accelerated when for the first time the Em-
peror became a Christian, and there follow-
ed an influx into the church of semi-heathen
who had been adherents of the “mystery
religions.”” They looked for an equivalent
“mystery’” in Christianity, and thought they
found it in the Holy Communion. From

this beginning there developed through the
centuries the vast and elaborate pre-Refor-
mation system designed to secure the eternal
salvation of the faithful adherent. Now the
focal point of that system was the Mass,
which, with all its impressive, relevant and
meticulous ceremonial, of which Eastward
Position was an integral part, has been
acknowledged for nearly 2,000 years to be
the perfect expression in worship of this
human attempt to satisfy a righteous God,
and the most potent medium for conveying
to the worshippers the idea of the achieve-
ment-sacrifice.  When the dark ages closed
down upon the Church, victory in the struggle
went to the human substitute for the Gospel.

The Reformation marked a change in the
struggle. The doctrine of justification by
faith was rediscovered and at first our Eng-
lish reformers tried to establish it without
making any changes in the ceremonial of the
Mass. But they found it impossible to do
so until they had remoulded the ritual and
language of the Communion Service to ex-
clude every possible suggestion of an achieve-
]n(‘nt-sﬂ(‘riﬁ('(’. ﬂnd one ()f (h(“ir C]\angt's was
to substitute the North Side for the East-
ward Position. The new, simplified and Scrip-
tural form of service, and the doctrine which
it expressed became the norm of the Church
of England for nearly 300 years, during
which period the influence of the Church
upon national life reached its height. The
Gospel triumphed over the human substitute,

But the struggle swayed again. The
Tractarian Revival snugl)t to recover and re-
establish the pre-Reformation doctrine of the
achievement-sacrifice. Like the Reformers,
the Tractarians tried to establish doctrine
without making any changes in ritual, but
they, too, found that it could not be done
until they had adopted the ritual which was
the proper expression of their doctrine, and
that ritual included the Eastward Position.
The success of their efforts can be seen in
the Church of to-day.

Now, in the light of this history, how can
we accept and proclaim the doctrine of jus-
tification by faith and still use the ritual
which belongs to and expresses the doctrine
of justification by our own effort? It is
both illogical and dangerous, because ritual
is an act, a significant act, and acts speak
more effectively than words. Ritual and
doctrine cannot be divorced. The Bishop
of Southwell says, "Worship moulds the theo-
logy of the Church's members and exhibits
it to the world, far more effectively both
for good and ill than any formulation of doc-
trine.”

But a critic may say that to him Eastward
Position means nothing. To which we may
respond, “Then why use it?” We have no
right to use meaningless forms in our worship.
But how can it possibly be said that East-
ward Position means nothing, when for
nearly 2000 years it has proved to be the
most effective way of teaching unscriptural
doctrine and is still regarded as essential by
millions of Roman Catholics throughout the
world? How can we say that it has ceased
to be effective because a comparative hand-
ful of Evangelicals have adopted it?

Which is more convincing, our lame
excuses for adopting it or the reasoned argu-
ments of the Tractarians? Listen to their
reply to those who say “it doesn't matter”;
“We shall certainly not be prepared to sap
that this is a question of no importance, It
is not enough to preach our doctrine in
words., We must also make every act, as far
as we can, conducive to the same end; win-
ning our way to souls by other gates of
sense as well as by ear. In this point of
view alone we consider the position of the
priest at the altar as of real consequence.
It conveys far more vividly to the lookers.on
that it is the place of sacrifice at which the
priest is standing, and that the work he is
engaged in is an act of sacrifice.” (From a

tract on “Worship,” 1874.)

“The Eastward Position of the celebrant
is an essential part of the Eucharistic Rite

and is indissolubly associated with the Catho- ~

lic doctrine of the real presence. It teaches
symbolically the great verities of the Euchar-
i\'ti(' Si\('riﬁ(“ ill)d S]\nl]ld tll('rl‘fnr(‘ I)" prac-
tised by évery priest who desires hold
fast the faith and teach it pure unde-
filed by taint of Protestant heresy.” ('The
Primitive Position of the Celebrant,” by H.
Gedney.) The Anglo-Catholic offers convin-
cing reasons for insisting on Eastward Posi-
tion, but the Evangelical offers none — he
only makes excuses. 5

To use another man’s ritual and to deny
his doctrine is robbery, but to say that be-
cause you have adopted it, it no longer has
any significance, is robbery with violence.

The critic may go on to point to some
good, keen man who is doing a splendid
work on evangelical lines, yet taking East-
ward Position—and what harm can there
be? One individual might not do much
harm, but the adoption of Eastward Posi-
tion by the whole Church is bound to have
its long-term cumulative results, and in fact
that is just what has happened. The Church
has changed its doctrinal position since it
adopted the Tractarian ritual. In proportion
as the Church has recovered the prv-R(‘—
formation ritual, so has she recovered the
concept of an achievementsacrifice, and
weakened her hold upon justification by
faith. Since the advent of the Tractarian
movement, and with the growth of Anglo-
Catholicism, the Church has gradually moved
away from the principles outlined in her for-
mularies; she not only ignores the Prayer
Book instructions about worship, but she re-
jects the Prayer Book teaching on doctrine.

We would go further and say that the
same influence can often be seen at work
upon some Evangelicals who use Eastward
Position. The process seems to follow four
stages: First, they adopt Eastward Position
apologetically; next they introduce it into
a parish where it has not been the custom
before, arguing positively in its favour. Third,
they go on to adopt the language and other
customs associated with the achievement-sac-
rifice, and finally they openly denounce Evan-
gelical customs and those who maintain them.
In discussion it will often be found that their
doctrine of the Holy Communion has become
uncertain and is no longer distinctively evan-
gelical.

We believe that the Prayer Book service
safeguards the truth of the Gospel. We be-
lieve that Eastward«Position endangers the
Gospel because, whether we like it or not,
its psychological effect is to convey to those
who watch it, that something is being done
which completes or makes effective the Sacx
rifice of Christ, and thus helps to achief )
their salvation,

May 4, 1950

The Australian Church Record : 9

What Shall We Do With Television?

(By R. S. Hartnell, AM.LR.E. (Aust.)

The announcement that television
will, within the next two or three years
be introduced by the Commonwealth
Government into Australian cities
means more than just the advent of
another form of entertainment. Both
in Britain and the United States where,
after some years of difficult pioneering,
television has suddenly ‘‘boomed’
into popularity, it is having some
strange effects on the lives and habits
of the average citizen. 5

Home life is becoming more popular
than at any time since the advent of
the motor car.

Architects are stating that new
homes will be designed having the
main room a large, narrow theatrette,
taking the place of the conventional
drawing room.

Children are watching television for
from three to four hours every day.
One commentator remarks ‘‘Busy
mothers are pleased, but doctors are
worried!"

Fifty-one per cent. of the 1,500,000
television sets in the United States are
owned by people in the lower income
groups. It is expected that by 1952
one fifth of the nation's entire popula-
tion will be looking at, and listening
to, some six million television
receivers,

A few moments of due considera-
tion will convince that television con-
stitutes for the evangelical Christian
both a threat and a challenge.

For this new miracle of modern
science takes all that the radio and
theatre has to offer in influence and
effective education (for good or evil),
effectively combines the two, and at-
tractively carries the product into the
sanctuary of a man's home.

In order to fully realise the implica-
tion of this statement, let us pause
to consider just what a tremendous role
both the radio and talkies play in
the shaping of our modern civilisation.

No one can doubt that radio has its
good points. It has enabled the world's
finest culture to be presented to the
masses. [t has assisted through school
broadcasts in the education of our chil-
dren. It has afforded companionship
and relaxation to many. In the United
States especially, gospel broadcasting
has been used to contact millions un-
touched by other methods of evange-
lism, and the Lord has blessed this me-
dium in the salvation of many souls.

On the other hand, many broadcast
programmes are proving definitely
harmful, not only in that they are
“worldly” and present absolutely the
wrong outlook ‘on life, but unrealised
damage is being done to people's
nerves by the constant distraction that
radio blares into the home. This is
especially the case with the endless dra-
matised sessions. Whether it be house-
hold duties, children's homework, or
sheer valuable time, all suffer alike as
the listener becomes gripped with the
“real life stories’’ of some fashionable
doctor, neurotic woman, popular
sleuth, or one of the many other char-
acters who people our daily radio fare.

Concerning the talkies, criminolo-
gists, educationalists, and others have
written concerning their unwholesome
effect upon our generation. Sunday
school teachers especially realise the
effect on children’s minds of all the
false glamour and portrayal of crime
and lust that they so avidly absorb on
their frequent visits to the talkies. The
theatre is playing a definite role in un-
dermining the morals of the world's
rising generation.

Now, whereas in the past most chil-
dren have had some restriction regard-
ing their visit to the theatre, with tele-
vision in the home, they can view on
the screen of their home teleceiver
day and night, similar ‘“fare” to that
which Christians find distressing and
objectionable in the picture theatres.
It is going to be very difficult, even for
Christians, to keep their own children
away from this new channel of influ-
ence. Simply refusing to install a set
inethe home will not answer the pro-
blem. “Forbidden fruit is always
sweetest to the taste,” and a child
from a receiverless home would even-
tually be a constant visitor to some
friend's receiver where even the juris-
diction of programme selection would
be denied the Christian parent.

If we could be sure that only
“healthy’" and educational programmes
were to be televised, then the Chris-
tian would have no need to worry con-
cerning the introduction of television to
the Australasian scene. Even though
our Governments will appoint censors
of television programmes, yet much
which the Evangelical considers
“worldly’" will naturally be televised.
And in this lawless age, one is not sur-
prised to hear stories from overseas of
telecastes being made of scenes from

such “‘entertainments’” as the Folies
Bergeres in Paris.

We have suggested, however, that
television not only offers a threat, but
presents a challenge to the evangelical
Christian. To explain:

Programming will always be an ex-
pensive item for the new industry, Take
just a simple instance. A radio station
can purchase a recording of Bing
Crosby, and, for a small broadcasting
fee, can play that disc over the air one
hundred times or more. But even the
most ardent Crosby fan would tire of
seeing their favourite star croon any
song more than half a dozen times. So
new material will constantly be need-
ed by the television station.

Note, too, that a broadcast play, or
serial needs no more than a small
soundproof studio, a sound effects man,
and a competent caste, who, grouped
around the microphone, can transcribe
episode after episode without having
more than one or two brief rehearsals.
The same play in telecasting would
need a complicated soundproof studio
with moving scenery and walls, cos-
tumes for the artists who must memor-
ise their parts, at least three tele-
cameras, boom microphones, Klieg
lights and hours of rehearsal.

In the early days of broadecasting
some twenty years ago, stations were
anxious for material, and free time
was gladly offered to religious bodies.
A recent statement made in private by
an executive of the Australian Broad-
casting Commission confirms our belief
that this will be the case again with
television, providing that the material
prepared by the Churches is up to stan:
dard, for television certainly cannot
afford to televise anything that is
amateurish or makeshift.

If we are going to take advantage
of the marvellous facilities which tele-
vision will offer for portraying the gos-
pel to people in their homes, now is
the time for us to begin preparation.

Writing in a recent issue of ‘‘Christ-
ian Life,”” Clarence W. Jones, pioneer
of missionary broadcasting, says: ‘‘If
evangelical Christianity misses the boat
with Television as we so largely did
with radio, it will be entirely our own
fault, and an unforgivable lack of
vision and courage.”

It is a significant fact that a British
company, with television connections,
recently established offices and equip-
ment in the same premises as the Lord
has placed the C.R.M.F., at: 590
George Street, Sydney. ’

As much as time will allow, we are
gathering ideas for Gospel television
programmes, and are meeting others to
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whom the Lord is giving the vision of
Gospel Television.

We are also in close touch with the
United States where there is a strong
stirring of interest amongst Christian
leaders as they set about making full
use of this new field for evangelisation.
The following rather pertinent anec-
dote may explain their urgency.

“Two young teen-agers are sitting
up at the bar of a beer tavern, sipping
their liquor and watching the television
screen. ‘Ain't it wonderful!’ remarks
the barman sanctimoniously.

“ ‘Keeps the kids off the street, it

The Salvation Army, Y.M.C.A. and
various Youth Groups in the States are
now equipping their halls with televi-
sion sets to keep the youths out of the
bars!
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PERSONAL

Mrs. St. John, wife of Canon F. de P.
St. John, of Quirindi (N.S.W.), passed away
at Gloucester House Hospital, Sydney, on
April 12, Deep sympathy is felt for her hus:
band and family in their sorrow.

. * *

The Archbishop of Sydney presided at a
farewell meeting to Rev. A. J. A. Fraser in
the Chapter House on April 19. Rt Rev.
Bishop Moyes, of Armidale, and Archdeacon
C. S. Robertson, Chairman of the Australian
Board of Missions, were the speakers. Mr,
Fraser's successor, Rev. Norman Cogk, was
welcomed as the incoming secretary of the
ABM

* * * *

We are glad to note that the Rev. F. D.
Coggan, D.D., Principal of St. John's Hall,
London, and a noted Evangelical leader,
topped the poll in the recent election of
Proctors for the Diocese of London in
Convocation,

L L] & L ]

The Primate presided this week in Sydney
at the Federal Council of C.M.S. Representa-
tives from the various branches in Australia
were present,

® * ® L ]

Canon M. L. Loane, Vice Principal of
Moore College, Sydney, who is at present in
England, intends to visit East Africa before
returning to Australia; he expects to be back
in November.

L ] o L ] L ]

Rev. C. G. B. Chambers, General Secretary
of the Victorian Branch of C.M.S., has ac-
cepted nomination to the Parish of Belmont,
Victoria, and will take up his duties in
August,

* * * &

Rev. T, E. Whiting has taken up duties in
the Parish of Bega, N.S.W.

2 *® * L ]

We offer our congratulations to Rev, H,
W. Baker, who has succeeded in obtaining
the M.A. Degree at Sydney University with
First Class Honours. Mr. Baker is Chaplain
at The King's School, Parramatta, N.S.W.

* & & ]

The Archbishop. of Sydney and Primate
will visit New Zealand this month for the
Church Congress to be held at Christchurch
at the invitation of the Archbishop of New
Zealand.

* * * »

Rev. R. W. Hemming, of Carlton, Sydné¥y,
has accepted nomination to the Parish of
Wentworthville, N.S.W,

L] L ] ] L]

We are pleased to learn that the Rev. F.
Taplin is recovering after an attack of
pneumonia,

B.C.A. NEWS.
Rev. J. and Mrs. Shilton, of Victoria, who

were married recently have taken up work
at Cann River.
@ ® * *

The new .utility truck for the Rev, W.
Mitchell, of Menindee, is in the hands of the
body builders and should soon be ready to
join the B.C.A. team of vans.

L ] L * ®

Miss Birtchnall, of England, arrived at
Easter time to assist Miss Stokes at Port
Lincoln Girls' Hostel.

- * * *

Young people of St. Augustine's, Neutral
Bay, have given a good lead in providing
£18 towards the cost of the urgently needed
Mail Bag Sunday School Van.

& * & £ ]

The Rev. D. G. Livingstone, Assistant Or-
ganising Missioner, will be visiting Cann River
next week, s

. » * *

The Rev. ]. R. Greenwood has now assum-
ed office as N.S.W. Secretary and is available
for deputations and meetings. He has avail-
able film strips and slides to illustrate the
work,

& ] *# ]

The Rev. J. and Mrs, Johnston, formerly
of Wahroonga, have commenced duties at
Denmark, W.A. Severe bush fires greeted
them during their first few days of service.

* * * *

Miss M. Farr, who has done such good
work at Wilcannia Hostel has now joined
the B.C.A. family in S.A.

* * * *

Dr. R. and Mrs. Rogers have now under-

taken the medical practice at Wudinna,

S.A.

AFRICA CALLING
“Ethiopia and' the Evangel,” by A. G. H.

2Q/u(i)nton of the Sudan Interior Mission.

“Black Radiance,"ilvor Powell, 5/6,

“With the Bible in North Africa,” Dugald
Campbell, F.R.S.G.S., 15/3.

“Aflame for God.” A story of pioneering
among Cannibals. Eva S. Watt, 4/9.

“Trekking Among Moroccan Tribes,” James
Haldane. 23/6.

(Postage extra.)

KESWICK BOOK DEPOT,
315 Collins St., Melbourne

COPIES OF 100 TEXTS" are now
available at the Church Record Office,
3d. each, or 2/6 per dozen.

Service

Confirmation

See us when requiring -
Induction Services,

of Church, Commercial, or General Printing.

As Approved by the Archbishop of Sydney.
Price 1/- per dozen (Postage extra).

Parish Papers, and all classes

433 KENT STREET, SYDNEY.

William Andrews Printing Co. Pty. Limited
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BISHOP BERGGRAV:
PRISONER OF THE NAZIS

(By the Dean of Sydney.)

After the conclusion of World War I, a
great ecumenical service was held in St
Peter's Cathedral, Geneva, at which Bishop
Berggrav was the preacher. In the course
of his sermon, recounting his war-time experi-
ences, he said:—

“Strangely enough, it was precisely in

our isolation when all legal communication
with the outside world was strictly forbid-
*den, that we in:Norway really learned for
the first time the meaning of ‘ecumenical,’
which is the living inner fellowship of
Christians i the world, There we sat sur-
rounded by walls. But we knew that over
the sea in England, in America, in Canada,
on the other side of the mountains in Swe-
den, south of us in Denmark, all over
Europe, and right down here in Geneva,
hearts were bealing for us, prayer were
being offered for us. Illegally we heard:
‘We are praying for you.' [ received a
letter from Geneva: ‘Take comfort. Your
friends in the churches all over the world
are praying for Norwegians, too.' We
thanked God then.
“l must tell you about an incident that
happened while 1 was in prison. A pea-
sant woman wanted to bring me a bottle
of milk. She succeeded in getting past the
guards and handed me the bottle through
the kitchen window. She then whispered:
‘Bishop, my husband listened yesterday to
the forbidden radio. The Archbishop of
Canterbury has prayed for you.' She ran
quickly away, but the news remained. It
was as if God had suddenly broken all the
walls asunder, and heaven and earth were
open and there was free air and (‘hrisl%\n
fellowship."”

Who was this man who could inspire so
many Christians everywhere to intercessory
prayer on his behalf? And what was the
nature of his witness that made it a symbol
of resistance?

From early youth he was marked out as
a leader of men, as a man of tireless energy
and of practical ability, as a man of vision
and of courage.

He was born on October 25, 1884, at Stav-
anger in Norway, the son of a noted Bishop.
Eivind Berggrav wanted to be an engineer.
0Odd Godal, a Norwegian writer, regards this
fact as both typical and prophetic: "In all
the work he does he remains a practical man;
and the same note of realism marks his choice
of words and his preaching. He chooses
words as fit instruments to do the work for
which they were intended . Thus his words
become deeds.”

In 1908 Berggrav graduated from the Uni-
versity of Oslo, with honours. ' It was the
custom for most students to do their post-
graduate study in Germany; Berggrav, how-
ever, went to England. The practical genius
of the English people appealed to him.

In 1909 Berggrav married (he has five
sons) and launched himself on a dual career
as an editor and high school teacher. e
taught in the National High School, which
was inspired by the great Danish leader,
Grundtvig. Its aim was to give a general
education, based on the Christian faith, to
young people from the country districts. Its
method was education for living; not educa-
tion for a career or education for examina-

on. Here Berggrav developed his great gifts
as a teacher; and here he learnt to answer
the real questions which are asked by young

men and women from the countryside as a
result of their experience of life.

In 1919 he offered himself for ordination.
He was immensely popular in his parish. He
understood men's doubts, for he had faced
them himself. His work for ten years in
the High School had developed intuitive sym-
pathy with young people of every social
grade, en and women responded to his
fun, and where there was a ‘practical job of
work to be done—the vicar was there to do
it.

In 1925 he became Chaplain to a prison in
Oslo for men serving long sentences.
book entitled, ‘'The Prisoner's Soul and Our
Own" gives glimpses of this prison work, and
emphasises, by its very title, his love for
these men whom many find it hard to love.
The same year he took his degree of Doctor
of Divinity with a thesis on a psychological
subject, "The Threshold of Religion.” In
this thesis he formulated a famous definition
of religion: the tendency in man to break
through all limitations, to overleap frontiers.

In 1929 Berggrav was consecrated Bishop
of Haalogaland. High in the Arctic, at the
northern tip of Norway, the diocese was a
vast tract of scattered parishes, the parish-
joners rugged trappers, seamen and fisher-
men, whose lives were an unceasing struggle
for existence. Travelling among them Barg-
grav learned to endure with them their hard-
ships and loneliness in the Arctic night. Gay
and friendly, an expert hunter and fisherman,
he won and returned his people's love. He
wrote a book, which became a best-seller,
“The Land of Suspence,” which not only tells
the life of the north, but is a moving act of
homage to the people.

In 1937 Berggrav was nominated to the
diocese of Oslo. From this time events moved
rapidly. He was a leader in the Church in
Norway, now his international reputation
began to grow. He was elected Vice-Chair-
man of the World Alliance for Friendship
through the Churches. In September, 1939,
just before the outbreak of war, he went to
England, Germany and France, in order to
make a last attempt, through negotiations, to
avert war,

With the outbreak of war Norway pro-
claimed its neutrality. This, however, did
not save it from German invasion. The Nazis
declared that they would protect ‘‘the funda-
mental value of Christianity,"” and that they
would not interfere with the Church so long
as it abstained from “‘political formulations.”
There was no immediate attack upon the
Church or the Christian faith, For the mo-
ment, therefore, the Church leaders felt that
they must await developments, Berggrav sub-
sequently told an English audience:

“It was clear that the Church could not
join battle—more precisely that it would
not be able to muster all its forces, rank
and file, in an effectual combat on Chris-
tian ground, unless essential Christianity
were in evident danger. Within the Church
there was also fear lest we should be in-
volved in a political struggle. What made
the situation clear was a quite unexpected
issue: Justice."

The Norwegians were not long left in doubt
concerning the Germans' plans and intentions.
Quisling was appointed a sort of sub-dictator.
The situation rapidly deteriorated. Berggrav
circulated a pastoral indicting the Nazis, for

their interference with Church courts and
schools, their efforts to make pastors break
their oath of silence on matters confided to
them, and the systematic terror of the Nazi
Storm Troopers.

Berggrav was summoned before %uisling'
“You triple traitor,” Quisling shouted, "“You
ought to have been shot a hundred times!"
To which Berggrav calmly replied: “‘Well,
here | am."”

Events now moved rapidly. Berggrav said:
“When the truth becomes something sacred
for us, it is then that it can create martyrs.”

In Norway the Lutheran Church is a State
Church, and the clergy perform many of the
functions which are in the hands of registrars
and other local Government officials. In
February, 1942, Berggrav resigned his office
as Bishop of Oslo and Primate of Norway as
a protest against further coercive measures.
The six other bishops immediately followed
his lead and resigned in a body, stating that
they could not carry on their work while the
Quisling Government continued to co-oper-
ate with the enemy. The new decree, to
which strong exception was taken, was the
decree compelling the children between [0
and 18 to join the Nazi Youth organisation.
Berggrav described this decree as a menace
to the influence of the home and to the
Church's work amongst youth. The teachers
of Norway rallied to his lead, and when they
were further required to join a Nazi union,
went on strike and closed every Norwegian
school.

In the meantime a pastoral had been pre-
pared which was read from practically every
Norwegian pulpit on Easter Sunday, 1942.
It was entitled: "The Foundations of the
Church: A Confession and a Declaration.”
It was a moving document. ‘‘The servants
of the Church are not able to accept direc-
tions from outside as to how God's word
should be interpreted in a given situation.”
It continued: "A true Evangelical Church
must oppose any coercion of the conscience,
and cannot be unconcerned for the welfare
of its separate limbs who may be arbitrarily
selected and made to suffer for that which is
the considered conviction of their colleagues,
Through such an attack the body of Christ
is wounded and the whole law of brotherhood
is sinned against. We testify to our solidarity
with all the limbs of the Church.” The
fourth paragraph dealt with the special threat
directed against parents and teachers by the
Nazis. ‘“We testify that every Christian
father and mother has the right and duty to
bring up their children in the faith of the
Church and in the Christian life. The Church
would fail in its duty and in its Christian
responsibility for education if it had calmly
looked on while worldly authority organised
the moral education of children and of the
people independently of the Christian view
of life. Parents and teachers may not be
driven into conflict with their own consciences
and leave their children to an upbringing
which will revolutionise their minds and intro-
duce them to a philosophy of life which is
alien to Christianity.”

It concluded with this magntficent declara-
tion of spiritual freedom: ‘'Although our
Church is bound up with the State, it is nev-
ertheless the Church of Jesus Christ, sover-
eignly and spiritually free in all matters per-
taining to God. . . . We cleave to the Church
of Jesus Christ in its spiritual freedom and
will co-operate with that authority which
orders and defends the Church in accordance
with God's Word and testimony.”

The Confession was signed by 797 clergy
who held official posts out of a total of 861,
and forwarded to the Minister for Church
Affairs, together with this declaration; “We
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ordained men in the parish of ............ sub-
scribe with free conviction to the foregoing
Confession on the Foundations of the Church,
and, in so far as we hold office in the State
Church, declare that we herewith, for rea-
sons of conscience, lay down our offices, but
intend to continue to perform all the duties
and services to our flock which can be per-
formed by a non-official person, in keeping
with Holy Writ, the Church's Confession,
and the Service Book of the Norwegian

Church.”
The act of

resignation was no formal
thing. It was a decision which demanded
great courage. By this act they cut them-
selves off from their state-provided liveli-
hood, denied themselves the use of their
churches, and left themselves open to the
concentration camp or death.

Bishop Berggrav was arrested. He was in-
terned in a concentration camp behind barbed
wire. His guards were constantly changed,
lest his persuasive Christianity corrupt them.
Ollc(f a n\cn!]\ h(f was {\ll()“’cd a f(‘w 1‘(’(1\'”)’
censored books, and once a week a letter
from his wife. Once a week he was permitted
to send an answering letter, which his wife
was compelled to read at Gestapo headquar-
ters.
remained indomitable.
"“God's peace,” he said, "is not something
finished and done with . . . nor ours to keep
forever. The peace is won by accompanying
God into the battle. It is then it grows, be-
comes new and real. It is in battle we feel
this peace.”

Berggrav's spirit

Berggrav's witness continued to inspire in
his countrymen the spirit of resistance. His
fervent words and unyielding courage became
a beacon to the patriots of occupied but un-
conquered Norway. In neighbouring Sweden
Bishop Aulen proclaimed: “"Bishop Berggrav's
spirit has gone free through closed doors and
has witnessed that God's words bear no
chains.”

In prison, unable to perform administra-
tive work, he turned to academic work. He
wrote a book called ''State and Man,” an
analysis of the development of the modern
state . He wrote another called "Church Pro-
files,”” a series about prominent Church lead-
ers at the beginning of the century. And he
wrote another, "“When the War Came,” a
description of his work during the first years
of the occupation. It is typical of him, this
engineer turned bishop, that he cannot rest,
and that he is always active in doing.

After the termination of hostilities he has
thrown himself, despite failing health, into
the formidable tasks of re-construction. He
has been pre-occupied with a new form of
Church order which shall incorporate the
lessons learned during the war and the whole
development of the modern age. But amidst
these matters of domestic concern, Berggrav
has taken his place as one of the acknow-
ledged leaders in the life of the World Coun-
cil of Churches. He belongs essentially to
the Church of Jesus Christ. At Geneva in
1946 he said—and with this we conclude—

*] have a confession to make: | wond-
ered anxiously what it would be like to
meef to-day with friends from all the dif-
ferent parts of the Christian world. The
surprise, for me at any rate, was that it
was no surprise: it -was quite natural.

Natural because we have lived together

more closely during the five years than we

did when we could communicate with the

outside world. . . . The time is past when

Christian fellowship in the world was a

groping experiment. Christ has said to us

during the war: ‘My Christians, you are
one.

RISEN WITH CHRIST

The resurrection of Jesus Christ, as an
historical fact, is clearly taught or positively
assumed on every page of the New Testament
after the Gospel accounts. While the Cross
and the Cross alone, is the very centre
of the Gospel of forgiveness, the resurrection
set the seal upon Calvary., Had Christ not
risen there would have been no proof avail-
able for us that His death was any more
than that of a martyr dying for his ideals.
“If Christ be not risen, then is our preach-
ing vain, and your faith is also vain.” (1 Cor,

15:14

But the historical fact alone is of no more
value to the individual Christian than the
historical fact of the death of Christ is to
the world. The Christian Church has its
foundations laid firmly upon facts but it is
built rather with the personal experience of
the Riven Saviour,

NOT A SPECTACLE.

The resurrection of Jesus Christ was not
made a sprctncle to the world. The Cross was
in the open. Jesus was crucified when Jeru-
salem was crowded with Jews, proselytes and
Romans. Through sympathy or from hatred;
from idle curiosity or as the result of bigoted
opposition; to weep or to scoff, one can hard-
ly doubt that great crowds would come to
witness some part of the tragic events of
Good Friday when the Son of God was
“lifted up” to die.

On the first dny of the week, however,
and at subsequent appearings, there is ab-
solutely no evidence of the Lord being seen
of any but His disciples. We can never tire
of reading of Mary before the empty tomb;
of the two on the way to Emmaus; of the
fishermen who saw the figure standing on
the shore of Galilee; of the upper room. But
we look in vain for any mention of ap-
pearing to Pilate/to the High Priests or the
Sanhedrin, or to the Roman soldiers. Clearly
they were passed over.

The message of the resurrection is a mes-
sage to the Church and not to the world;
to the believers and not to the multitude.
The entrance to the narrow way which lead-
eth to eternal life is a Cross. The way of
reconciliation with God is through the blood
shed there but after the Cross is the Risen
Saviour. "It is Christ that died, yea rather,
that is risen again." (Romans 8, 34.) The
Lamb must be slain before it is eaten. The
blood must be sprinkled upon the door posts
and the lintel before the feast is spread.
And the feast was spread on the first day of
the week.

OUR RISING — POSITIONAL.

Scripture speaks of the unbeliever as
“dead in trespasses and sins,”” dead unto God.
But it also refers to the believer, born again
by the Holy Spirit, as being dead. Now he
is dead, not unto God, but, unto the world.
The believer is identified with a crucified
Saviour in His death. In like manner he is
also identified with the risen Lord in His
ife. "For ye are dead, and your lif¢ is
hid with Christ in God.” *‘Buried with Him
in baptism, wherein also we are risen with
Him through the faith of the operation of
God."” Colossians 3: 3, 2:12.) The Christian
does not belong to the world. His citizen-
ship is in heaven. He is as a stranger and
a pilgrim. Just as the resurrected Christ
was in the world and yet so obviously not
of the world so, in their actual standing be-

fore God, believers are a heavenly people.
“l am crucified with Christ; nevertheless |
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me; and
the life which I now live in_the flesh I live
by the faith of the Son of God, Who loved
me, and gave Himself for me.” (Galatians
2:20.)

OUR RISING—PRACTICAL.

It is unfortunately true that there may
be a great gap between a believers' actual
position before God and the practical realisa-
tion of his state. A spiritual millionaire may
live as a pauper. A child of the King of
Kings may live the years of his earthly pil-
grimage knowing little of the assurance of
salvation, of the “joy of the Lord,” of the
peace which only the Saviour gives and which
the world can never take away. For this
reason we are bidden (Colossians 3:| and
2.) "If ye then be risen with Christ, seek
those things which are above, where Christ
sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your
affection on things above, not on things on
the earth.” And on these verses Bishop Light-
foot, the eminent New Testament scholar, has
written a paraphrase, “If this be so; if ye
were raised with Christ, if ve were translated
into heaven, what follows? Why, you must
realise the change. /All your aims must
centre in heaven, where reigns the Christ
who has thus exalted you, enthroned on
God's right hand. All your thoughts must
abide in heaven, not on the earth. For, I
say it once again, you have nothing to do
with mundane things: you died, died once
for all to the world; you are living another
life. This life is hidden now; it has no
outward splendour as men count splendour;
for'it is a life with Christ, a life in God."

HIGHER OR NORMAL?

A phrase has come into being in rela-
tively recent years which shows very clearly
and sadly the gap between the believer's
actual position and-:his practical appropria-
tion of the unsearchable riches which are
his. Christian Conventions and devotional
books speak of the “Higher Christian Life."
In actual practice, the phrase is a very ne-
cessary one. It is needful that some should
remind us that the norm shown by the aver-
age Christian is far lower than what we
should expect from the Word of God. But
the tragedy is that the normal Christian life
of the New Testament, the life of joy in the
Lord, of peace, of power, of love, the risen
life in Christ, is not recognised as such. [t
would be far nearer to the Scriptural pat-
tern if we spoke of the “Lower Christian
Life" which is so evident to-day.

Christ did not die that we should live
our lives surrounded by the darkness of
doubts and fears and uncertainties. He did
not rise again in order that the Church, the
blessed company of all faithful people, should
bear an existence of lifeless orthodoxy. The
Gospel of Jesus Christ is a living Gospel be-
cause it is the Gospel of the Living Lord Who
dwells in the hearts of those who have put
their trust in Him. A Christian hymn-writer
has well expressed the believer's privileges
and calling: :

“Dying with Jesus, by death reckoned mine;

Living with- Jesus a new life divine;

Looking to Jesus till glory doth shine;

Moment by moment, O Lord, | am thine.”"

—H. R. Smith.
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AUSTRALIAN CHURCH NEWS

NEW SOUTH WALES.

DIOCESE OF SYDNEY.
TRENDS IN BRITAIN AND EUROPE.

The Rev. E. J. Davidson will give a series
of luncheon addresses on consecutive Wednes-
days beginning from Wednesday, May 3.

The titles of the addresses are:

“Christianity faces Communism,” "East-
west tensions in Berlin,” “Church and Labor
in Britain and Europe,” "Future for Britain?"

Mr. Davidson has only recently returned
from Europe where he has had an oppor-
tunity to slud_v these pmblvms at first hand.

Anyone desirous of attending the luncheons

is asked to contact the sponsors, The Chris-
tian Social Order Movement, 72 Pitt Street,
BW 7723, at least two days before the date

concerned.

THE WORLD COUNCIL FELLOWSHIP,

At a civic reception at the Sydney Town
Hall, Bishop Cranswick launched the New
South Wales campaign for the formation of
the World Council Fellowship.

In his address Bishop Cranswick referred
to the two great world movements that have
emerged in the last 40 years. One is the
movement in which men are drifting away
from one nnolh(‘r; t]l(’y have interest only
in their own affairs, their trust is placed in
themselves and in the material things of the
world. This trend has resulted in strife and
warfare, ’

The other movement is that by which the
churches of the world have been coming
closer together. This has been on a world
wide scale embracing Christians of all colors,
tongues, and traditions, leading to a far
greater understanding church for church.

A New' Brotherhood.

The Bishop went on to say that the
churches now have a new attitude to each
other, They seeck to learn from each other
in the spirit of trust not of criticism. No
longer is there an attitude of judgment one
from another, but rather there is a ]luge
world wide brotherhood which has its com-
ponents in smaller national brotherhoods.

This Thing is of God.

There were two main reasons for believing
that this movement is of God. Firstly, it
has meant that the theologians of all churches
have come together to present a unified front
to the world. Secondly, much good work
had been done by the movement such as the
work among displaced persons, and among
migrants, ‘hese things go to prove that
the World Council of Churches has a part,
a vital part to play in the world to-day and
has been raised by God for the purpose.

The Part of the World Council Fellowship.
The problem that now faces us, the Bishop

said, is how to get this influence spread
throughout our own country.

For this purpose the World Council Fel-
lowship was being inauguratéd by the Aus-
tralian Council of the Whorld Council of
Churches. This was to be a fellowship of
men and women who are convinced that this
is true religion and who wish to know more
about it by means of the Bulletin and prayer
outline that are issued. No cause could be
more vital- and if all Christians would come
into the Fellowship it would prove a bless-
ing to our Church life, our local and national
governments.

JUBILEE BOOKLET.

A Jubilee Booklet has been prepared in
connection with the jubilee celebrations of
All Saint's, Nowra.

The booklet is the work of Mr. Reuben
King, and the Rector, the Rev. H. E. S.
Doyle, and contains the history of the early
days of the Church in the Parish of Nowra.

UNITED SERVICE AT CHATSWOOD.

The first united service arranged by the
Chatswood-Willoughby Ministers’ Fraternal
was held in Chatswood Town Hall on Good
Friday evening.

The attendance was about 300 and
speaker was Dr. Ron. Winton. The

“The First Easter” was also shown.

SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE.

The Trustees of the Church of England
section of the Manly Cemetery, Hill
Manly, invite readers to the Service of Re-
membrance which will be held in the Ceme-
tery on Mothers' Day, May 14 at 3 p.m.

The service will be conducted by the Rev.
Alan Begbie, and the special speakers will
be Mr. Gledhill, Chairman of the Trustees,
and Aubrey Halloran, B.A., LL.B.

“EDWARD GLANVILLE CRANSWICK
PRIZE.”

For many years, the late Canon Edward
Glanville Cranswick was the Chaplain of the
Church of England Homes when they func-
tioned within the Parish of St. John's Church,
Bishopthorpe, Glebe, of which he was then
the Rector. During this time, he cared for
the spiritual needs of the Homes in a loving
way, took services weekly in the Chapel and
annually prepared children for the Rite of
Confirmation. In addition to this he was
the able Chairman of the Committee and in
this position ever gave wise guidance in the
early and difficult stages of building up a
great work. The Prayer, composed by him
for the opening of each meeting of the Com-
mittee, has been used for this purpose ever
since. ‘

It was ﬁtting that when the son of the late
Edward Glanville Cranswick, Bishop G. H.
Cranswick, recently sought to create a memo-
rial of a tangible kind of his father he looked
towards the work of the Church of Englund
Homes, so dear to his father and in which
he took so large a part. he memorial
is a sum of money, the interest on which
will provide annually, for all time, a valu-

the
film,

able prize to be known as the "Edward Glan-
ville Cranswick Prize."

It will be presented to that Senior Boy
or Girl of the Homes who wins the largest
number of votes from the members of the
staff and from the scholars of the Senior
Department (all voting together) for (1)
Christian example, (2) uprightness and con-
stancy of character, and (3) for qualities
of self-forgetfulness and leadership manifested
in the life of the Homes and the Playing
Fields.

The prize money will be used by the
winner as he or she wishes either (a) in
purchasing some article as will be helpful
in the carrying out an ideal, a vocation, or
a hobby already manifested, or (b) in placing
a Savings Bank Deposit in the Bank for a
specific purpose.

The late Canon Cranswick ever gave en-
couragement to children in following their
Lord and in shaping their lives in a way in
which they might glorify Him and the mem-
orial will certainly be a continuation of that
splendid encouragement. “And through
it he being dead yet speaketh’ (Heb. 11, 4).

Mrs. Cranswick, the widow of the Canon,
so well-known in Church circles, joined the
Committee of the Homes with her husband
and has been active ever since. She holds
the record in years of membership and is
the greatly esteemed and able chairwoman
of the House Committee of the Rosebank-
Waratah Home for Elderly Ladies, a branch
of the work of the Homes. Her many
friends will rejoice with her in this thoughtful
memorial.—F,W.

B,

DIOCESE OF GRAFTON.
C.E.Y.M.S. CONSTITUTION.

It is reported that the Youth Committee
of the Diocese of Grafton has accepted unani-
mously the Queensland C.E.Y.M.S. Consti-
“tution. This move will not become operative
until the Bishop of Grafton has formerly given
his approval.

The Brisbane C.E.Y.M.S. authorities say
that if one more Diocese acts as the Grafton
Diocese has, they will set in motion a move-
ment for the Australian Synod to adopt a-
National C.E.Y.M.S. Constitution,

DIOCESE OF NEWCASTLE.

NEW ORATORIO.

A large congregation agsembled at St,
Luke's Church, Scone, for tRe first rendering
of Dr. Jarman's Passion Oratorio by the com-
bined choirs of St. Luke's and All Saints’,
Singleton, under the direction of the com-
poser who also playcd the important organ
part of his work,

The reverential entry of the choir of some
60 voices led by Mr. H. R. Barwick, set a
beautiful atmosphere of devotion, which was
only intensified as the oratorio developed in
theme to the tragic end set forth in the simple
phrase "And there they crucified Him.” To
conclude the rendering the choir sang the
hymn “The Love of Jesus."”

BARKER COLLEGE, HORNSBY

President of Council—THE MOST REV. THE LORD ARCHBISHOP OF SYDNEY
The School receives DAY BOYS and BOARDERS, and provides a thorough education of the highest class at moderate fees.

Every facllity is offered for a healthy outdoor life.

Prospectus, etc.,

upon application to

Mr. H. G. WILKINSON, Watson House, 9-13 Bligh Street, Sydney; or to

W. S. LESLIE, M.A,, Headmaster.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

BISHOP OF AUSTRALIA.

(The Editor, “Australian Church Record.”)
Dear Sir,

In your sub-leader, “An Uncomfortable
Pilemma" ("A.CR. 20/4/50), you refer to
that great churchman, Bishop Broughton,
first and only Bishop of Australia.”

That Bishop Broughton was the first Bishop
of Australia is well known to all Australians.
That he was the “only Bishop of Australia’
is surely an historical error.

In the Letters Patent of Bishop Broughton
(vide “William Grant Broughton," by F, T.
Whittington), it is expressly stated: “We do
l\'g these presents give and grant to the said

illiam Grant Broughton and his successors,
bishops of  Australia, full
authority . . . . "

None will question that the present Arch-
bishop of Sydney is the successor of Bishop
Broughton. ~ Although the title is not claimed
lo-dag. surely it would be correct to claim
for Broughton's successor that he is, ipso
facto, "Bishop of Australia.”

Yours sincerely,

HAROLD E. S. DOYLE.

power and

NOW!I;

CATHEDRAL SERVICES,

(The Editor, “Australian Church Record.”)
Dear Sir,

I thank the Bishop Coadjutor for his reply
to the former part of my recent letter.

He is, of course, quite right and yet to me
he seems to have missed the points | was
endeavouring to make. | had thought | had
made it clear that 1 had no quarrel with
the text of the broadcasts but rather with
the manner of their presentation. It is not
only what is said but the way in which it is
said or sung that has a varying effect on the
listener,

I am still to be convinced that the effect
of a considerable part of the service was
other than to sound ‘‘very nice” ‘and does
its likeness to a cathedral service in Europe
prove that it was achieving what | imagine
would be its main purpose—to bring the
radio audience to a closer knowledge and

love of God through Jesus Christ our Lord.

I admit that | am more impressed by the
comments of the "very capable critic.'” On
the other hand | know of a prominent mem-
ber of the Sydney clergy who has found the
Cathedral service far from conducive to sin-
cere worship, being lacking in spirit, fervour
and inspiration, He has found the sermon the
only redeeming feature. If that is the im-
pression gained by personal attendance what
is the effect on the radio listener for | think
it will be agreed that broadcasts have their
limitations in the transmission of “atmo-
sphere.” | would humbly add that | have
found myself far from alone in my opinions
on this matter.

In conclusion may | emphasise what was
intended to be the main burden of my pre-
vious letter—that the Sydney Diocese face up
to the challenge of the opportunities for wit-
ness and service beyond its own borders.

Yours sincerely,
ALBAN KIRKBY.

7 Ruthven Av., Glandore, S.A.
15/4/50. -

SYDNEY YOUTH NEWS

CHURCH OF ENGLAND BOYS' SOCIETY.

The C.E.B.S. Annual Corporate Commun-
ion Service held each year in St. Andrew's
Cathedral on Anzac Day, was attended this
year by 110 boys. The Archbishop of Syd-
ney, who was celebrant at the service, was
assisted by Rev. H. Dixon and Rev. G. R,
Delbridge and Rev, R. Freeman.

Fo“owing the service a breakfast was held
in the C.ENN.E.F. Memorial Centre for Youth,
and the Rev. Dr, A, W, Morton was the
speaker.

A wreath was placed on the Cenotaph
by members of the C.E.B.S. before the

Service,

C.M.S. LEAGUE OF YOUTH.

The next Central Meeting of the C.M.S.
League of Youth will be held at C.M.S.
House, 93 Bathurst Street, Sydney, on Mon-
day, 15th May, commencing with a Fellow-
ship Tea at 5.45 p.m. Singing at 6.30 p.m.
The speaker at the meeting, which will com-
mence at 7 p.m,, is to be Mrs, H. S. Kidner,
on furlough from Tanganyika. All young
people welcome,

League members are reminded of the
Quiet Day to be held on Saturday, 27th May,
at St. John's, Willoughby., Further details

will be announced later,

SOUTH AUSTRALIA,

DIOCESE OF ADELAIDE.
MEN'S FELLOWSHIP.

A men's fellowship, arising out of the
men's gatherings with Dr. Harold Anderson
and Canon Warren, was officially formed at
a tea-time meeting with Archdeacon Kidner
in April.

The officers elected were Mr. C. D. Mec-
Martin, Chairman, Mr, F, Warner, Secretary,
and Mr. Ling, treasurer.

I S
ENGLISH NEWS.

The quarterly paper issued by The Fellow-
ship of Evangelical Churchmen (England),
and dated April, 1950, contains an informa-
tive article by Canon M. L. Loane, on The
Titles and Vestments Ordinance 1949
(Sydney).

Canon Loane is now in England.

There has been much misunderstanding in
England on this subject, not to speak of gross
misrepresentation in some quarters,

___.0_—

As flowers and fruit and the day itself
acquire a bright tint before they fall, so
the year near its setting—H. D. Thoreau,

It will not fail, but as

President:
A. Lindsay Glegg, J.P.

q “And so all Israel shall be saved."—Romans, 12:26.

THIS IS THE GRACIOUS AND GLORIOUS
PURPOSE OF GOD ;

are without God and without hope in the world

WILL YOU SUPPORT THE

BRITISH JEWS SOCIETY

The British Society for the Propagation of the Gospel among the Jews

as they seek to save some?

yet multitudes of Jews

General Secretary: Rev. W. R. Newton
7, Great James Street, London, W.C.|
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EVERETT, M.A.

CHURCH FURNITURE
Designs and Estimates available on request.
Seasoned Timbers in stock.
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BRUNNER’S DOGMATICS.

NEW ENGLISH BOOKS

by the Rev. T. H. L. Parker, B.D,,
Vicar of Brothertoft, Lincs.

Dr. Emil Brunner is the second best
known continental theologian qf to-
day: and his work, most of which is
available in English, has never l'acked
English admirers. The pub]xc.atlo'l'l of
the first volume of his'Dogmatics,” un-
der the title of ‘“The Christian Doctrine
of God" (Lutterworth Press, 21 /-
pp. xi, 361. Lutterworth Library, vol.
xxxv), is something that deserves our
gratitude to Dr. Olive Wyon, the trans-
lator, and the publishers, who between
them have given us all but one of Dr.
Brunner's major works so far trans-
lated. This is a great achievement,
and one which has had, and which will
continue to have, a large influence upon
British theology.

Karl Barth’'s commentary on thg
Epistle to the Romans in 1918 "burst,
we are told, “'like a bomb in the play-
ground of the theologians”. Theolo-
gians in Europe were forced to pay
attention, hostile or sympathetic, to this
new voice. In the theological move-
ment which resulted, four men were
early prominent; Karl Barth himself,
his close friend Eduard Thurneysen,
who deserves to be better known in
England, Emil Brunner and Friedrich
Gogarten. This band of fellow-work-
ers was broken up by the middle of the
nineteen-thirties. First to break away
was Gogarten, who joined the “Ger-
man-Christians,”’ the semi-Nazi move-
ment in the Church, and pursued a
vacillating course during the years of
the Church conflict. Not long after
came the fierce controversy between
Barth and Brunner over natural theo-
logy. From that time Dr. Brunner has
so to speak, made it clear that he
stands upon his own feet. He has
further developed his distinctive out-
look in two volumes, ‘‘Revelation and
Reason,”” and this first volume of his
“Dogmatics.”

It is inevitable that comparison
should be made between this “Dogma-
tics’ and that of Dr. Barth; and in-
deed, Dr. Brunner invites comparison
by his frequent references to the other
work. The reader who is familiar with
both will find comparison interesting
and instructive. All that we need say
at present is that there can be no com-
parison between the magnitude of the
two works. Dr. Brunner plans to com-
plete his “Dogmatics’ in two or three
more volumes of, | suppose, about the

same size as the first volume, while
Barth's “Dogmatik’ is already enor-
mous, with four more half-volumes to
follow. :
This volume is in two parts, The
first is prolegomena, and in the second
is the doctrine of God. The prolego-
mena is concerned with ‘‘The Basis
and Task of Dogmatics,” and deals
principally, from various angles, with
the nature of dogmatics and its rela-
tion to faith. ““Dogmatics—to put it
so for the moment—is the science of
Christian teaching or doctrine.” (p. 4.)
As such, it is "'believing thinking” (p.
5), but it is to be sharply distinguished,
says Dr. Brunner, from faith itself. The
norm of dogmatics is the Bible; yet
not the Bible considered at all as ver-
bally inspired or as a source-book of
Christian theology, but the Bible re-
garded as witness to Jesus Christ.
While we agree with the thought un-
derlying Dr. Brunner's teaching on this
point, we must confess that he seems
rather more fierce than necessary
against verbal inspiration, and states a
thought so one-sidedly as to make it
false: "The Word of Scripture is not
the final court of appeal, since Jesus
Christ Himself alone is this ultimate
authority’ (p. 47). Yes, indeed He is;
but where do we hear the voice of
this ultimate authority ? If in the Scrip-
ture alone, does that not make Scrip-
ture the final authority for us, as the

only place where we may hear this
voice? (But see pp. 107-113 for a
fuller treatment.)

The ‘“‘dogmatics’’ proper in this
volume deal in two sections with the
doctrine of God under the title “The
Eternal Foundation of the Divine Self-
Communication.’ The first. section
treats of ‘‘The Nature of God and His
Attributes,” and the second of "‘The
Will of God.”

|. In order to know who God is,
we must listen to what He Himself tells
us about Himself. The Being of God
is secret to us, and therefore, if we
would know Him, we must let God
Himself impert this secret to us. In
the Scripture God tells us His Name,
and reveals His Nature as the Lord,
as the Holy One and as Love. .The
self-revelation of God and the his-
torical defence of the Faith against
heresy provoked theological reflection
upon the relationship between the
Father who reveals Himself in the Son
and the Son who reveals the Father in
Himself. At this point, therefore,
the doctrine of the Trinity is consider-
ed. Thereafter, Dr. Brunner goes on
to speak of the Divine '‘Attributes’ of
omnipotence, omniscience, omnipre-
sence, etc.

2. Under "The Will of God" is
considered the doctrine of election,
Election is election in Jesus Christ and
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is not to be thought of as in any way
apart from Him. But, Dr. Brunner
asserts, the Bible does not teach double
predestination, though in one or two
places it comes close to doing so.

Several appendices deal with the
doctrines historically, e.g., “On the
Place of the Doctrine of the Trinity
and its History,” or ""On the History
of the Doctrine of Predestination.”
Those who are familiar with the other
large works of Dr. Brunner will know
how valuable these historical excur-
‘sions are.

Finally, two general points. It is
one of Dr. Brunner's most marked
characteristics that he writes not only
for theologians and Christians, but for
“others” also. His work is written
under the compulsion of sympathy for
the stricken perplexed world. Sec-
ondly, he is one of the most lucid writ-
ers among modern theologians. All
his work is well-ordered and most
clearly expressed. Many will disagree
with this or that position or judgment.
But we should be very dull and hide-
bound mortals indeed if we did not
find this book illuminative and sugges-
tive, as well as extremely useful for the
study of theology and the history of
doctrines.

(IR S—

The shortness of life is bound up with its
fullness. It is to him who is most active,
always thinking, feeling, working, caring
for people and for things, that life seems
short, Strip a life empty, and it will seem
long enough.—Phillips Brooks.

WORDS ARE NOT ENOUGH

Words can’t express the grati-
tude you will feel towards
Wood Coffill for their quiet
and sympathetic ministrations
when a loved one passes on
+ « « your wishes are carried
out with restraint and under-

standing;

Head Office: 810 George St., Sydney
'Phone: M4611, Newcastle B 1782,
Katoomba 41

Chapels in all Suburbs

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

SECOND-HAND PRAM wanted by Family
Service Centre. MA 9620.

ORGANIST.
Applications wanted for the position of
ORGANIST or . ORGANIST-CHOIRMASTER
in Suburban Church. The organ is a two
manual reed with pf‘dnl bass, ('lcctricu“y
lown. For  further particulars ring

UA 4019.

PHOTOGRAPHS taken on Good Friday of

SYDNEY MISSIONARY AND
BIBLE COLLEGE.

4] Badminton Road, Croydon, N.S.W.
Principal: Rev. ]J. T. H. Kerr, B.A.

The College was founded in 1916 by the
late Rev. C. Benson Barnett, one-time mem-
ber of the China Inland Mission, as an inter-
denominational institution.

The Curriculum includes study of the text
of the Bible as a whole with detailed study
of Gospels, Acts, Epistles; Bible Doctrine,
Historical Background of the Old Testament,
Prophetic Movement, major movements in
Church History, English, Homiletics, Com-
parative  Religion, Evangelism, Practical

N.T. Greek

Psychology, and Apologetics.
is optional. Tropical Medicine and Hygiene
may be taken at the University for one ternr
a year.

Visiting speakers from many parts of the
world keep students in touch with present
day needs and movements in Christian work.
Ample provision is made for practital work.

Procession of Witness including all organisa-
tions are now available at Speciality Studios,
Kiosk No. 4, Piccadilly Arcade, Pitt Street.
Please quote A.522.

OWNER WISHES TO LET PART HOME,
North Shore Line, for twelve months, from
|7th June to one og two cultured Protestant
hlxdi(‘s or retired Tl]crgym:m and wife on basis
they to pay small rental, half light and gas
and provide owner with morning %md cvvnigng Uscful correspondence courses may be had
meals, eplies mentioning references to be Past students are working with many
sent to "Home,” ¢/o Church Record Office. s=ocieties, including the C.M.S.

P

Fees are £60 a“year. Students can un-

dertake parttime work.

The MaclLaurin School, Leura, N.S.W.
: (A CHURCH CF ENGLAND- SCHOOL)

Under the control of the Council for the Promotion of Sydney Church of England
Diocesan Schools, appointed by the Synod of the Diocese of Sydney.

Kindergarten and Primary, Boarding and Day School, for Boys. Owing’ to

expansion, more boarders from seven (7) years can be taken in 1950.

The next Term begins on the 8th February, 1950.

Applications to be addressed to—

THE HEADMASTER,
The MacLaurin School, Gladstone Road, Leura

Phone: Kat. 772. C. H: Lloyd, M.A. (Camb.), Headmaster

‘Braeside Church of England
Maternity Hospital - - -

. (Under direction of the Deaconess Institution)

129 Cambridge Street, Stanmore

Applications for admission and all enquiries may be made to

The.Matron,
Tel.: LM 3408; LM 4672

Donations are invited and Legacies may be made payable to the
, Hon. Treasurer,
Braeside Hospital

Funds specially earmarked for
“New Building for Nurses Fund”
will be welcomed

ADVERTISING THE CHURCH RLCORD ILI'D.
18%th. MAY 1950

IN :
= £.0.0,0,0,8. D'OURAT

ATAX ELECTRICAL
HOME OF PEACE

DEACONESS INSETITUTION

(HAEPB - PITA HERHEBH _

BUSH CHURCH AID £ocIery (.2)
ABROTSEEIGH

STERLING PAINT & VARNISH CO.

JOHN ASHWIN & CO.

WOOD COFFILT LID.

C. OF E. EVANGELICAL TRUST OF VICTORIA
MISS BISHOP

CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY

KESWICK BOOK DEPOT

A. B. M.

WM. ANDREWS PRINTING CO.

MACTAURIN SCHOOL, LEURA

COOBIJA

BRAESIDE C. OF E. MATERNITY HOSPITAL.

COPIES OF "DAUGHTER OF FAIRUS".
TENDERS INVITED FOR DEMOT,ITION

REGISTRAR, DIOCESE OF TASMANIA.
CRANMER BIBLE COLLEGE
C.E.N.E.F. ANNUAL FETE (3" S/0C)

o VETERINARY &TUDENTS REQUIRE BOARD AND
NURSES WANTED

CHATSWOOD CONWENTION
LIBRARY- LOUNGE

ACTIVE ELDERLY COMPANION WA

PTY. LID.

OF *STRATHMORE" .

TED

OUTyoME MISSION SOCIETY
BARKER COLLEGE
G.G. SINGLETON
SYDNEY MISSIONARY & BISLE COLLEGE
CATHEDRAT, CHOIR SCHOUL
CHURCH FURNITURE
PHOTOGRAPHS TAKEN
ORGANIST WANTED
TEMPERANCE & GENERAL MUTUAL LIFE ASE,
PART HOME TO LET ;
SECOND-HAND PRAM WANTED

ALTERATIONS

TTTRKESWICY BOOK DEPOT
: ( Oh)Lit) Woiris) I Ehls) hect) thirh) bbithk) bh) khe)

MACLAURIN £CHOOL, LEURA ]
Biths) Debihiky) 1BEOY)
(Dete of term

KINDLY OMIT WORDS

CRANMER BIBLE COLLEGE

2 VETERINARY STUDENTS. *Near North Shore or

ke’ Burwood~Strathfield Suburbs®.

i\

|

VeterInary Students,? brothers, requlrg Board and Residence wlth private
= - » D ) oo J (o 3 - o >




is not to be thought of as in any way
apart from Him. But, Dr. Brunner
asserts, the Bible does not teach double
predestination, though in one or two
places it comes close to doing so.

Several appendices deal with the
doctrines historically, e.g., “On the
Place of the Doctrine of the Trinity
and its History,” or "On the History
of the Doctrine of Predestination.”
Those who are familiar with the other
large works of Dr. Brunner will know
how valuable these historical excur-
sions are,

Finally, two general points. It is
one of Dr. Brunner's most marked
characteristics that he writes not only
for theologians and Christians, but for
“others” also.  His work is written
under the compulsion of sympathy for
the stricken perplexed world. Sec-
ondly, he is one of the most lucid writ-
ers among modern theologians. All
his work is well-ordered and most
clearly expressed. Many will disagree
with this or that position or judgment.
But we should be very dull and hide-
bound mortals indeed if we did not
find this book illuminative and sugges-
tive, as well as extremely useful for the
study of theology and the history of
doctrines.
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The shortness of life is bound up with its
fullness. It is to him who is most active,
always thinking, feeling, working, caring
for people and for things, that life seems
short, Strip a life empty, and it will seem
long enough.—Phillips Brooks.

WORDS ARE NOT ENOUGH

Words can’t express the grati-
tude you will feel towards
Wood Coffill for their quiet
and sympathetic ministrations
when a loved one passes on
« « « your wishes are carried
out with restraint and under-
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SECOND-HAND PRAM wanted by Family
Service Centre. MA 9620,

ORGANIST.
Applications wanted for the position of
ORGANIST or ORGANIST-CHOIRMASTER
in Suburban Church. The organ is a two
manual reed with pedal bass, electrically
blown. For  further particulars ring

UA 4019.

PHOTOGRAPHS taken on Good Friday of
Procession of Witness including all organisa-
tions are now available at Speciality Studios,
Kiosk No. 4, Piccadilly Arcade, Pitt Street.
Please quote A.522.

OWNER WISHES TO LET PART HOME,
North Shore Line, for twelve months, from
|7th June to one og two cultured Protestant
ladies or retired clergyman and wife on basis
they to pay small rental, half light and gas
and provide owner with morning and evening
meals, Replies mentioning references to be

sent to "Home,” c¢/o Church Record Office.

SYDNEY MISSIONARY AND
BIBLE COLLEGE.

4] Badminton Road, Croydon, N.S.W.
Principal: Rev. J. T. H. Kerr, B.A.

The College was founded in 1916 by the
late Rev. C. Benson Barnett, one-time mem-
ber of the China Inland Mission, as an inter-
denominational institution.

The Curriculum includes study of the text
of the Bible as a whole with detailed study
of Gospels, Acts, Epistles; Bible Doctrine,
Historical Background of the Old Testament,
Prophetic Movement, major movements in
Church History, English, Homiletics, Com-
parative Religion, Evangelism, Practical
Psychology, and Apologetics. N.T. Greek
is optional. Tropical Medicine and Hygiene
may be taken at the University for one term
a year,

Visiting speakers from many parts of the
world keep students in touch with present
day needs and movements in Christian work.
Ample provision is made for practi~al work.

Fees are £60 a‘“year. Students can un-
dertake part-time work.

Useful correspondence courses may be had

Past students are working with many
societies, including the C.M.S.
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